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PREFACE.
THE Court of Eaft- India Diredors, having, perhaps

induftrioiifly, involved the affairs of the Carnatic in

obfcurity, bytheir voluminous Defence, the Author of the fol-

lowing Work found himfelf oHiged to deduce his accounts,

from an early period of time. To extricate the fubiedl from

difficulty, he has conned:cd the controverlial part of the

difcuffion, with an authentic and impartial narrative of the

moft important tranfadions, on the coaft of Coromandel.

His arguments and reafonings are only fuch, as naturally

refult from his fads ; and his fads are founded upon the

moft incontrovertible evidence, to which the Reader is

referred, at the bottom of every page.

The Diredors, in the volumes of Original Papers, pub-

lifhed under their infpedion, have furnifhcd the Author,

with authentic materials, fufficient to overfet entirely the

fyftem, which they wiflied to defend. He has alfo availed

himfelf of the information of other papers of equal au-

thority, which a Gentleman employed by the Crown, ior

fome years, in a public capacity on the Coaft, was pleafed

to place in his hands. Private papers and documents, to-

gether with written evidences of a private nature, which

unveil the fprings of many meafures, have come into his

poffelTion. But as his objed has been, to expofe public

3 injuftice,



PREFACE.
injuftice, and not to trace the deHnquency of individuals,

he has made no ufe of fuch information. Though fome

may think or, at leaft, allege, that public bodies, as well

as public meafures, are treated with a degree of feverity,

in the following Volume, the Writer cannot be accufed of

harflmefs to private charaders. Should any of the adors,

jn the fcene, which he has chofen to exhibit, complain of

their parts, the Author of the piece aflures them and the

Public, that much of the bulintfs is concealed, behind

the curtain.

The labour and toil, which attended the feledlion of the

materials, upon which this Volume is founded, employed

a confiderable portion of time. The fads and authorities

were weighed, with the moft fcrupuloiis attention to truth

and impartial juftice. The relation of tranl.idi )ns is fap-

ported, every where, by a cloud of witnefles ; and where

the condud of the Company is moft blamed, the founda-

tion of cenfure is placed, on their own records, as pub-

lifhed by their Diredors. In the printing, and even in liie

compofition, of the Work, the fhortnefs of the time al-

lotted to both may have been produdive of errors. But

as the arrangement has not been fubjed to that inconveni-

ence, it is to be hoped, the matter of fad is eftablifhed,.

beyond the reach of any juft reply.

Without prefumption, wetruft, it may be affirmed, that

the fyftem, which the Diredors endeavoured, with fo much

labour
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labour and expence, to defend, has been completely over-

turned. That they have not only failed " in refuting any

** one of the heavy charges brought againft them," in

former publications relative to Tanjore ; but that many

other charges equally heavy are eftabli/hed, on their own

evidence. That it only remains for them to retrieve their

charadlers, by acknowledging their errors and doingjuflice.

That a contrary condudl will probably remind the nation of

their folemn appeal to the Public, in their Declaration of

the 26th of March 1777. Their words were, *' That could

" the heavy charges brought againft them be proved, thofe

" charges would not only render them unfit to condu(£l

" the affairs of the Company, but utterly unworthy of

" every degree of public truft and confidence." If the

charges arc acftually proved, the World will draw the in-

ference.

In the authorities, at the bottoms of the pages, the pa-

pers publifhed by the Directors, in their own defence, are

cited, under the title of Mr. Rous's Appendix. This ap-

pellation was adopted merely to diftinguifh thofe papers,

from others pubiiQied by the Diredtors. As the Court had

difavowed Mr. Rous's pamphlet, by refufing to authenticate

it, that gentleman, ftridlly fpeaking, had no legal right to

an Appendix, printed at the expence of the Company.

The writers, who have efpoufed the caufe of the Di-

redors, are feldom alluded to, and never mentioned, in

4 the



PREFACE.
the courfe of the following Volume. This feemiiig neg-

led proceeded neither from any difrefped: for their genius,

nor any want of attention to their labours. Their toil has

furely been rewarded, by their employers, in proportion to

the badnefs of their caufe. With that boon they ought to

fit down contented ; and to add to the account of profit,

their prefent efcape from cenfure. To purfue phantoms,

through the foggy regions of romance, was no part of the

labour, which the Author impofed on himfclf. Truth, and

only truth, was his objedl ; and the advocates of his oppo-

nents are completely anfwered, if he has attained his end.

The wading through the fink of Eaft-India corruption

and mifmanagement is a tafk, which adds difguft to toil.

But the Author fears he has gone too far, not to go further

ftill. Bengal is a fruitful fcene of peculation, injuftice,

and even death ; and the Northern Circars, though fcarcely

twelve years, in our hands, prefent oppreflions proportion-

able to their extent and our time. The fecret intrigues in

Leadcnhall-Strcet, though lefs important and inftrudlive,

than the revolutions of kingdoms, merit fome attention ;

and the world may chufe to be made acquainted with the

aclors in the fecret fcencs of domeftic management. Thele

confiderations may, perhaps, induce the Author, to give a

Second Volume to the Public, in the courfe of a few

months.

CON.
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mans.

CHAP. I.

Apjort Hijlory of the Company^ from its Origin in 1600

to the Tear 1744.

DURING the decline and after the fall of the Roman Empire, c H A P.

the weftern provinces received, in a certain degree, new in- ^'
,

habitants, and confequently new manners, from thofe vafl: ^"'^ °] ^","
^ * rope aff • the

countries, which comprehend the northern dlvifions of Europe and fiiioftheRo-

Afia. The fierce nations who triumphed over Rome had fcarcely

brought any virtue, except valour, from home ; and, therefore,

their ravages were too general and too dcftrudive to leave any e:c-

amples of that civilization, which in fome degree atones for the

defolations of war. In the midll of that barbarity, which had

cramped the liberal exertions of their mir.Lis in the north, the

invaders fat down in the regions of the fouth ; where many ages

paflcd over them, without having been diflinguiflied by any of thofe

improvements, which, by rendering life comfortable, enlarge the

B views
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views of mankind. The peculiar opinions, which annexed every

honour to the fword, threw contempt on the arts of civil life; and

the infecurity of property prevented even avarice, which difregards

contempt, from purfuing induftry and commerce, as they could

produce nothing but toil.

Revival of Europc, howevcr, was not deftined to remain always under that

arts and com-
g^QQ^iy barbarifm, which had clouded its annals for near a thoufand

years. The firfi: dawn of improvement arofe in Italy, where its laft

ray had fet. The revival of letters, in that country, was followed by

the encouragement of genius. Men becoming acquainted with the

improvements of former ages, began to transfer their difcoveries to

their own times. The human mind, being foftened by the accef-

fion of knowledge, acquired a tafte for the fweets of peace and the

comforts of life. Government, relaxing its habitual feverity, and

laying afide its former pride, gave fecurity to property, and fome

protedlion to induftry. A free intercourfe of commerce was efta-

bliflied at home ; its communicatio'n with foreign ftates became lefs

obftrufted ; and either rivaldiip or imitation foon extended a degree

of the fame kind of improvement to the reft of Europe.

Progren of A commercial intercourfe had been opened between Europe and

India, in remote antiquity. The Greeks knew it, when the Perfian

empire flouriftied ; and they continued it, during the exiftcnce of

their own. The Syrians, under the Seleucidx, who were the im-

mediate fucccflbrs of Alexander, in his Afiatic conquefts, brought

the manufadures of India to the weftern markets, through the

gulph of Perfia. 1 he Egyptians, when fubjc£t to the Ptolemies,

fiipplicd Europe, in the fame manner, by the Red Sea. The Ro-

mans fucceedcd both, in their commerce, as well as in their power ;

and transferred the trade of India, with the feat of their empire, to

Conftantinople. During the decline of the eaftern empire, the Ita-

lian ftates, particularly the Venetians, engroftcd the commerce of

4 Alia.

Indian c m-
mefce in an-

cieiic [imcs.



THE EAST-INDIA COMPANY. 3

Afia. The Portuguefe had the merit, by exploring a new paffage CHAP,

to the Eaft, to lay open, though contrary to their inclination, that ' —

^

^ _ '

ThePor:u-
bencncial trade to the reft or Europe. The fubjcdls of John the guefe the fir.i

Second, af'er coafting the weftern fide of Africa, doubled the Cape newcourieto

of Good Hope ; and Emanuel improved the plan eftablifhed by his "
'**

predeceflbr. In the reign of the latter prince, the famous Vafco

de Gama, with four fhips, penetrated, beyond the Cape, into feas

before unknown, and arrived on the coaft of Malabar in 1498, about

fix years after Columbus had difcovered America.

The fuccefs of the Portug-uefe on the coaft of India, and the rich ^^"fons why
° tliey were the

cargoes which they imported from that country, raifed the envy, firft-

but did not immediately excite the imitation of the reft of Europe.

A whole century paffed before thofe nations, who now, in a man-

ner, engrofs the commerce of the Eaft, turned their eyes to that

part of the world. The veil of fecrecy, with which the Portu-

guefe had induftrioufly covered their courfe to India, was not the

only caufe which prevented them from having rivals in their con-

quefts as well as their commerce. The principles of navigation and

internal policy were ftill in their infancy in England. France was

only juft emerging from the favage rudenefs of its feudal fyftem ;

and the Dutch had not yet emancipated themfelves from the ftern

tyranny of the heirs of the houfe of Burgundy, ftrengthened by

their acceffion to the crown of Spain.

The Dutch, fenfible of the advantages of an Indian commerce, The Dutch

from the fuccefs of the Portuguefe, had turned their fpeculations to-

wards a new and a more expeditious paflage to India, than that

which the latter had found, by doubling the fouthern point of Africa.

They endeavoured to make their way, by the north-eaft, to the Teas

of China and Japan ; and to arrive lirft on thofe coafts, which to

B 2 the
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the Portugiiefe were the moft remote in the Eaft-Indies *. A difco-

very of that kind would not only fhorten the voyage, hut diminiflv

its dangers ; as the commerce of the Portuguefe, together with the

dominion of their country, had fallen to Philip the Second, the

mortal enemy of the Dutch nation. Their attempts to find a north-

caft paflage were fuddenly undertaken, and as fuddenly laid afide.

But an accident fujpplied what their induflry had, in vain, endea-

voured to acquire. A Dutch feaman, whofe name was Houtman,

and who had been feized in Portugal, in the year 1594, difcovered

the route of the Portuguefe, by the Cape of Good Hope f- Under

the diredion of Houtman a fleet was equipped, and in the year

1596 failed from the Texel :}:.

AftcirtKem The Englifh nation, like the Dutch, had attempted to find a new
thebnghii.

pjj^jgg fQ India. Before their neighbours on the continent had

Origin of ihc turned their attention to the north-eaft, they had made three differ-

ent attempts to explore a paffage to Tartary and China, by the

north-weft. But the lights furniftied by Drake, Cavendifli, and

1600. other eminent navigators, pointed out a more dired way to the

trade of India. Encouraged by their difcoveries, feveral wealthy

merchants of London petitioned Queen Elizabeth for a charter cm-

powering them to undertake this trade. On the 31ft of December

i6co, the prayer of their petition was granted. They were ereded

into a body corporate, by the ftile of " The Governor and Company

of Merchants of London, trading to the Eaft Indies." The charter

granted a common fcal : Thomas Smith, an alderman, w'as ap-

pointed Governor, with twenty Diredors, to be chofen annually on

the I ft of July, or fix days after. They were vefted with powers

* Difcours fur Ic PafTage par le Nord-cft de t AvertifllTnent a la tete de Recucil de Voy-

r Europe, dans les Mcrs des Inde;,— Grot, ages de la Compagnie, p, 27,

Annal. Le Clerc, Bafii.ige. :j. Vide Journal of this Voyage, printed at

London, i6ci.

to

Jndia Coin
pan;.
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to make bye-laws, to export goods free from cuflom, for four years, ^ ^^ '^ ''•

to fend to India by every voyage 30,0c o 1. in foreign coin, provided > ,——

»

they brought that fum by their eommerce from foreign countries.

The charter was exclufive ; the Queen bound herfelf to grant none

to other merchants, for the fpace of fifteen years ; hut a provifion

was made, that if it appeared the new Corporation fhould prove, in

any refpefl:, detrimental to the Public, the charter, upon two years

warning, under the Privy Seal, fliould become void. The exclu-

five commerce, granted in the charter, extended to all places of Afia,

Africa, and America, beyond the Cape of Good Hope, and the

Streights of Magellan ; and to execute the defign, a joint flock of

72,0001. was quickly fubfcribcd and paid into the tieafurcr's hands.

This capital enabled the Company to equip and man five fliips Their firfte^-

of fmall burden; and to fend a confiderable fum in money and dia fjcccfoiui.

goods, as a trading flock. The fleet put to fea, under the command

of Captain James Lancafter ; and after a tedious and fickly paflTage,

came to anchor in the road of Achin, in the ifland of Sumatra, on

the 5th of June 1602. The voyage was, however, fo profperous,

in point of commerce, that a fecond trading expedition, to India,

was undertaken in the year 160^, under the conduQ of Sir Henry

Middleton. The fuccefs of Middleton was ftill greater than that of

Lancafler. But both yielded, in good fortune, to Captain Keeling,,

who returned in May 16 10, with three fliips committed to his care,,

richly laden, and without the lofs of a man.

Notwithftanding the profit derived from thefe voyages, the C it fliit they

trade to India was ftill inconfiderable, and liable to great incon- vaii )usii.con-

veniency. The fuccefs of the adventurers depended entirely on

chance, on the civility of the natives, or on the addrefs of their

officers. Without fiittlements to accommodate their failors, defli-

tute of defences to protetft their perfons and property, they were

fubje<3; to difappointment, and expofed to infult. Other nations

• had
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had harbours, whicii they could command ; forts, which they had

either built thcmfelves, or had bought from the Indians; and even

territories, acquired by treachery or conqueft. On the other hand,

the Company were fo far from commanding refped abroad, that

they were ill-provided with refources at home. Though the

Englifh nation had already exhibited a great deal of fpivic, and a

confiderable degree of knowledge in navigation, they had made but

little progrefs in the art of ihip-bullding. The Company, during

the firft ten years of their defultory commerce to Afia, had even been

obliged to purchafe their fhips from the HanJ'e Towns of Germany.

Their com- Though the Company laboured under thefe difadvantagcs, their

dlrin*^' tTc''' profits, if compared to their capital, were very confiderable ; and,

nmesvaiu-
confidcring the Hate of commerce in thofe times, an acquifition to

the wealth of the nation. Government, therefore, enlarged the

time of their charter ; and, encouraged by the countenance of the

State, they themfelves began to build their own fhips. In the year

1609. 1609, they launched a fhip of twelve hundred tons, in the prefence

of King James, and his fon the Prince of Wales. This fhip,

together with two others of confiderable burden, under the condudt

^, .
, of Sir Henry Middleton, failed for Surat; where thejealoufy of the

Their qoarrel ' ' » j /

with the Por- Portugucfe fruftratcd the intention of the voyage. Middleton made
tuguefe,

up for his lofs in trade, by a fpecies of piracy. He feized fome

rich fhips belonging to the Portuguefe, on the coafl of Malabar;

and, fteering his courfc to the Red Sea, plundered the trade of

Mocha, under the pretence of procuring fatisfadion for damages he

had formerly fuftained at that place.

ifiio. The injuflice and power of the Portuguefe had, hitherto, pre-

manncr', ex- vcutcd thc Englifh from eftablifhing thcmfelves, or even from pur-

thcconiinnit fuing commerce, with any degree of fuccefs, on the coafl ofHin-
of India. iloftan. The houfe of Tamerlane, who had reigned near a century

at Delhi, had uniformly encouraged foreigners to trade in their do-

I minions.
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minions. But, as they were poflefled of no naval power, they could ^ ^'^ ^ ^

not enforce their authority beyond their own fhores, or prevent ' '

hoftilities at fea, between the rivals for their trade. Though in the

year 1608, the third of the reign of Jehangire, an envoy from the

Company had obtained the ufual privileges of fettlement and com-

merce from that prince, they had been debarred from the advan-

tages of both, by the intrigues of the Portuguefe. Force only could They defeat

obtain juftice from that jealous nation, who claimed, from their g,jefe.

long poffefTion, a kind of exclufive right to the commerce of India.

Four fhips of confiderable burden were, therefore, put under the

command of Captain Thomas Beft, a refolute officer. He arrived at

Surat, in September I 6 I 2 ; and having defeated, in two adlions, 1612.

the Portuguefe fquadron, enabled the fadtors of the Company to

avail themfelves of the privileges, which they had obtained in the

Empire.

To fecure the advantages obtained by the vidtory of Beft, the Com- 1614.

pany prevailed with King James the Firft, to fend a royal ambafTa- jor fent by'

dor to the court of Hindoftan. The perfon vefted with this high
|^'",fe^MTgui.'

charafter, was Sir Thomas Roe, who arrived in the end of 16 14, at

Ajmere, the capital of the province of that name, where the Em-

peror Jehangire, at that time, kept his courts But though the am-

bafTador was received with every mark of efteem by Jehangire, he

found an enemy in his fon, Sultan Kurrum ; to whom, as lord of

Surat, the department of redrelfing the grievances of the Englifti

had been afligned. The Emperor's favour prevailed at laft, in fome

degree, over the prejudices of the prince. In the month of Janu-

ary 1615, new firmans were obtained, for the eftablifhment of fac- ,5,..

tories in various provinces ; but they were worded with caution,

and the privileges granted, were defective and circumfcribcd *.

* Dow, vol. iii.

Radical
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C HA P. Radical defeds in the conftitution of the Company at home, mif-

* ' conduitl:, and even misfortune abroad, the fmallnefs of their capital'
162 2. ,

Tt^eaiFairsof in Europc, their having no folid eflabHflunents, or fortified fettle-

dtdine.
^"""^ meiits in Afia, the v^-ant of protedion from a government, which,

foon after, could not protect itfelf, together with the jealoufy of two

powerful, and even faithlefs rivals in trade, the Portuguefe and

Dutch, all combined to cramp, and, at length, to annihilate a com-

merce, which, at its bcft, depended merely on lucky adventures.

The Hiflory of the Company, from this period forward, confifts of

jnflances of misfortunes in trade, and inftances of fpirit in adventure

and feats of valour in war. Rivalled, and even ruined afliore, by the

Portuguefe and Dutch, they revenged themfelves of the former at fea ;

but the latter, by their barbarous feverities at Amboyna, in the year

] 622, put, in a manner, an end to their trade with the iflands of Afia.

On the coaPts of Hindoflan, and even in fomc inland cities of that

great empire, they continued to carry on a languid commerce for

feveral years. The government of the Moguls had, then, arrived

at a degree of vigour, fufficient to command peace, and even juftice,

between the Europeans under its protedion. The advantages de-

rived from the commerce of foreigners, had even procured for them

privileges, which had been denied to the natives.

«^'3'''. It was during this untoward ftate of the Englifli commerce in Afia,
Yet thev ob-

t;iinrnLna- the fcrvants of the Company obtained that cftablifliment in Bengal,
biidiincrt in,.,. I'll r • 1-r 1

Bengal. which tmie and accident have nnce improved into lo many and great

national advantages. Though the Portugueze had vifited Bengal *,

before it fell under the power of the Moguls, they had never efta-

bliflicd regular governments and garrifons in that country f. The

Dutch had fettled there about the year 1625, in the reign of the

Emperor Jchangirc];. In 1636, when his fon Shaw Jchan fat on

' J:i
1 514. t '^Vmc, vol. ii. p. 7. I L' Expedition de trois N'a'fllMUJf, torn. 1".

S the
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^

the throne, one Boughton, an Englifli furgeon, fent from Surat to C H A p.

Agra, had the good fortune to cure the emperor's favourite daugh- -,- _j

ter, who laboured under an iUncfs, wlilch had baffled the fkill of the

natives. Among other favours, Boughton was gratified with a pa-

tent, or Duftuc, for a free trade throughout the empire. Having

proceeded to Bengal, his fkill in phyfic procured for him the fricnd-

fhip of the Nabob of that province; who extended the privileges

given to Boughton, to the whole Englifh nation §. The Company's

fervants at Surat, availing themfelves of the influence of Boughton,

built a factory at Hughley, on the weftern branch of the Ganges,

one hundred miles from the mouth of the river.

But the privileges obtained by Boughton, for his countrymen, Their com-

were incapable of reftoring vigour to a commerce, which had fallen during the

into an irrecoverable decline. Harafled abroad by European rivals,
""'' *^^''*

who, from their fuperior advantages, could bring their imports

cheaper to market at home, the Company loft their fpirit with their

fuccefs. To haften their fate, the civil commotions, which after-

wards terminated in the fubverfion of the conftitution of the ftate,

engaged the whole attention, and employed the whole exertion of

the nation. The Dutch, availing themfelves of the decline of the

Portugueze, and the diftradlions in England, engroffed the com-

merce of the Eaft; and even Cromwell, though he gained a fupe-

riority over them in war, ncgle£led, as perhaps he underftood not,

the interefts of the nation in India, in a peace, the conditions of

which he didated himfclf. He, however, renewed to the Company

their ancient privileges in 1657 ; but before they could avail them-

felves of the fupport of government, his death threw the nation Charter re-

newed by

back into thofe public diftradions, from which it had emerged Cromwell.

but a few years before.

§ Orrae, vol. ii. p. S.

C The
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c HA P.
'Yi^Q revolution, which reftored England to its ancient conflitu-

' /——' tlon, brought back, foon after, the commerce of India to its former
1661.

' 6 '

New charter channel. Charles the Second, though addided to pleafurc, was ca-

t'harics IJ. pable of ufeful exertions, and he loved commerce. His brother, the

Duke of York, though poflefled of lefs ability, was endued with

greater perfeverance ; and, by a peculiar felicity, placed his chief

amufement in commercial fchemes, whilft he polTeired the whole in-

fluence of the ftate. Under his aufpices, a new charter was iflued,

on the 3d of April 166 1. The animofity of the two royal brothers

againft the Dutch, the manifefl: advantage to the revenue, as'

well as to the nation, which was likely to be derived from the.

commerce of India, infured the fupport of government to the

Company.

Great prlvi- The charter which had been granted by Queen Elizabeth, in the

po^lrT forty-third year of her reign, Inveftcd the Company with an exclu-

granted, fjyg right of commerce for fifteen years. They had been ereded

into a perpetual body-politic, by a charter which they had obtained

in the feventh of James the Firft. In that of April 3, 166 1, new

privileges were added to the old, which were all confirmed. The

Company were invefled with a civil jurifdidlon and a military

authority, with a power of making war or concluding peace with

the INFIDELS of India; the ftate referving to itfelf, by this diftinc-

tion, thofe prerogatives, with refpeQ to Europeans. They were

alfo impowered to export bullion to the amount of 150,0001. in

every voyage, provided they re-exported foreign goods to tlie fame

amount. The claufe in the charter granted by Elizabeth was.

leferved, which declared, that it fhould become void and of no

cfTed, after three years notice given, fhould the privileges granted

prove detrimental to the general intereft of the nation. A capital of

36<?,89ol. was fubfcrlbed, though only one half was paid, to derive

4 imme-
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immediate advantage from privileges as extenfive in themfelves, as chap.
they were liberally bellowed by the Crown. i -'- _

Charles the Second, having efpoufed the Infanta of Portugal in Company

1662, obtained the pofleflion of the ifland of Bombay in the year ed"b'y the""^"

1663, as a part of the portion of that Princefs. binding that the ^ulfc oT^

revenues of the place were unequal to its expence, the King ceded ^°'^'

it, in fee-tail, to the Company, in the twentieth year of his reign .

and, five years after, he alfo granted to them the ifland of St. He-

lena. To this ceffion of territory, Government added its whole fup-

port, in the encouragement and protection of the Company's trade.

The injuries which they had received from the jealoufy of the Dutch

Company, had formed one of the oftenfible reafons for entering into

the firfl; Dutch war. The Commons, by the management of Govern-

ment, which then was fwayed by the Duke of York, addrefl'ed the

Crown, againfl: the wrongs and indignities done to the Eaft India

Company. The Duke himfelf, who fpent half his time in the bu-

finefs of commerce in the city, prefided frequently at the meetings

of the Court of Directors. In fliort, no aid was wanting to the

profperity of the Company, that either the afliduity of the Duke or

his influence in the fl;ate could procure.

The encouragement and protedtion of government, joined to their Their fuccefs

own induftry, railed the Company, in outward appearance, to a ftate fies.

of amazing affluence in the fpace of a few years. In i68o and the

three fucceeding years, the price of India ftock was 360 per cent.

with proportionable dividends. Circumftances fo favourable could

not fail to raife the jealoufy of foreigners, and to inflame the avarice

of individuals at home. The mercantile intereft and the court be-

came, at length, divided, on a fubjedl of lb much importance. The

firfl were prompted, by their eagernefs for gain, to invade the

exclufive rights contained in the charter; the latter, won by the

influence, and perhaps the money, of the Company, as eagerly op-

pofed their defigns.

C 2 During



X2 HISTORY AND MANAGEMENT OF

CHAP.
1.

More ample
privileges

i;iven bv

Charles II.

James II.

grants (till

more exten-

five powers.

1 686.

Reflefiior.son

the tyranny of

gieat focie-

iKs, particu-

larly of com-
mercial bo-
dies.

During the latter years of the life of Charles the Second, the vic-

tory obtained by the court over the city, reprefled the complaints

of the merchants of London, as they were likely to produce no good

effedl againft a fociety favoured by government. Charles had re-

newed the charter, in the twenty-eighth year of his reign ; he had

extended the privileges of the Company in the thirty-fifth; but when

his brother James the Second acceded to the throne, he poured his

favours, with a very lavilh hand, on a body whom he had before

patronized. To raife them into an equality with the Dutch Com-

pany, and, perhaps, to give them a fuperiority over their republican

rivals, he not only increafed their immunities, but even transferred

to them many of his own prerogatives. He impowered them to

build fortrefles, to levy troops, to determine eaufes, under the form

of courts martial, and to coin money. Encouraged by fo many

privileges, under the patronage of a Prince, who both knew and

loved trade, the Company not only affumed the pride, but even the

tyranny of fovereignty. Inftead of reprefllng the encroachments of

their foreign rivals, they perfecuted fuch of their countrymen as

feemed inclined to invade their exclufive commerce. The principal

fervants abroad, encouraged and protected by thofe who managed

the affairs of the Company at home, carried infolence, oppreflion,

and injufticc into every department of their government.

Unlimited power, in the hands of a fingle perfon, may be pre-

vented from degenerating into ads of tyranny, by the terrors of ig-

nominy or by pcrfonal fears. But a body of men, vefted with autho-

thority, is feldom fwayed by reftraints of either kind. As they derive,

individually, but little applaufe from their bed: meafurcs, fo the

portion of infamy which may fall to each for the worft public

adlions, is too fmall to afFeft perfonal pharader. Having, therefore,

no generous inducements to follow virtue, the moft fordid paffions

frequently lead them into vice. It is from this circumftance, that the

decifions of public bodies fometimes partake of that mortifying

3 fpecies
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fpecles of tyranny, which is incapahle of rcdrcfs, and yet is be- CHAP.

yond revenge. Thefe obfervations may be appHed, without the i , -> 1

leafl: injuftice, to the adtions of the India Company both at home

and abroad. Avarice, the moft obftinate and hardened paflion of

the human mind, being the firft principle of commerce, was the

original bond of their union; and humanity, juRice, and even polic)'-,

gave way to the profped or love of gain *.

The mifmanas-ement of the Company at home had been long iniquitous
°

, ... conduaofthfr

covered by that veil of fecrecy which the private interefts of the Company at

leaders had induftrioufly thrown over their affairs. It afterwards

appeared, that thofe leaders had ufurped an abfolute dominion over

the other adventurers. That, by their private contracts and un-

heard-of dedudions, and by the moft iniquitous frauds in both, the

joint ftock had fuffered a lofs to near one half of its original

amount. That when, by embezzlement, avarice, and inattention

to their truft, they had in a manner devoured the property of

their conftituents, by unjuft and unreafonable dividends, to give

the fallacious appearance of health to a body fallen into a deep

decline. That, though in profecution of the fame fyftem of de-

ception, they had doubled their capital, in the year 1682, they had

not taken in but one half of the fum at firft fubfcribed. That,

• Befide that want of generous principle, Tures by their authority. Hence it happen-

which feems excluded from the very iiiftitution ed that private refentments an i felfifli views

of a fovereign corporation of commerce, the were too frequently the only rules of their

great diftance of their adminiftration in India conduft ; and tJuit their adminiftration had

iecared the Lcmpany fr)m a general inTpeftion fcarce any oiiicr principle of union, than a

into th;.ir tonduft, and confequently furniflicd mutual perm iFion to commit injuAice. Even

ample oppottunities for a wanton and ut.con- the cxclufive privilejje, which was thought ne-

trolled exercife of power. All rtfiftance, there- ccffary for the profperity of their commerce,,

fore, to xheir arbitrary edifts, whether they became an engine of tyranny againft all thofe

regarded their own fer-ants or the natives of whom they confidered as intcilopsrs ; and

the country, was confidered as treafon, and fuch inftances of their barharity might be pro-

puniftied with feverity. The rulers at home diiced, fupported by fads, as would excite

had their favourites abroad, whom they pro- horror,

tefted in the moft cruel and oppreffive mea-

whilft
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CHAP, whilft they were making extravagant dividends to the proprietors,

u—

V

' the Company v^-as languifliing under a debt of two millions at in*

tereft. That, inRead of anfwering legal demands, the Directors had

fixed a paper on the Treafury-door, declaring that they could pay

no more till a certain period ; and all this at a time, when they

pretended the affairs of the Company were in the moft flourifhing

condition *.

Their oppref- Thcfc inicjuitous deceptions at home naturally produced frauds,

tice.'andpi- opprefTion, and injufticc abroad. To repair the ruins made by the
racies a road,

^y^rice of the Diredlors, they iffued orders to their governors and

fadlors to borrow large fums in India on the credit of the Company.

Their condu£l, upon this occafion, was treacherous, bafe and un-

worthy of the fubjeds of any civilized ftate. In their letters to

their faftors they intimated, that as foon as they had puflied their

credit to the utmofl: extent, they would then contrive means of

quarrelling with the creditors, and of putting a flop to their trade -j-.

The commands of the Directors were faithfully executed by

fervants fuitable to fuch maflers. Having borrowed from the

merchants of Surat, under the mafk of friendHiip, near three hun-

dred thoufand pounds, they followed the orders they had received,

and retired to Bombay. To complete the injuftice and even villany

of thefe tranfadions, they began to make fpoil of the fhips and

goods of their creditors and benefadors. One Sir John Child,- a

reprefentative worthy of a vicious fociety, without any declaration,

without the Icafl: pretence to juflify hofliliiies, feized thirteen rich

fhips, belonging to the merchants of Surat, to the amount of more

than a million fterling ."j;.

i^'thei""-'^
To this treachery to foreigners, the Company had added the mofl

dreadful opprcfTions towards their own nation. They had feized

* White's account of the India trade, drcd thoufand pounds of this fpoil was ftnt

+ Hamilton, vol. i. p. 187.— Harris, vol. ii. home to the commitiee of Direflors who had

X As afterwards appeared upon oath in the ifTued the orders.— White's Actount of tlie

court of exchequer. The valiic of three hun- 1 idia Trade.

the

vants
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the {hips and condemned the property of interlopers, after having ^ ^ '^ ^•

put the crews in irons, and killed fome of the captains §. Their ' ^ '^

injuftice at fea was preceded and followed by unheard-of Inftances of

tyranny afliore. The merchants and inhabitants of Bombay, exaf- o'cafions a
^ '

_
•' revolt.

perated into a degree of madnefs by the oppreiTions of their maflers,

had revolted from their authority, declared for the King and nation,

imprifoned their prefident, and had taken the reins of government

into their own hands \\. "When, upon a promife of pardon, and upon

ftlpulated conditions, they returned to their duty, the faith of the

Company was broken, and they were treated with infolence, tyranny,

and wanton cruelty. To fuch a degree of oppreffion had the Governor

of Bombay ftretched his authority, that he adually eredled an in-

quiiltion under the prefidency of a refugee Greek; to harafs, ruin;

and deflroy, by a religious perfecution, fuch as, in other refpedtsj

had eluded his vengeance *".

The conduft of the Company towards their fubjeds and fervants '^'i^''' hodili-

.
ties agaiiift

was uniformly opprefuve, unjuftifiable, and cruel
;

yet, from its be- the fubjefts

ing unknown or difregarded at home, they efcaped thofe anlmad- ° ^
og" -

verfions, and, perhaps, punifhments, which they had fo much

deferved. But Aurungzebe, who then fat on the throne of Delhi,

refolved to obtain juftice for his own fubjeds at Surat, for the piracies

committed by the Company. Having demanded that juftice in vain, '^^S'

by meflages to the government of Bombay, he had ordered an army

into that ifland. The condudl of the governor was as pufillanimous

in war, as it had been Infolent and unjuft in time of peace. Being

prefled by a fiege, three deputies, in the name of the Company,

were difpatched to Aurungzebe, who then refided at Jehanabad.

They prefented themfelves in the prefence of the offended monarch, J'^elr abjea

. , ,

'^ fibmiiTion to

With their hands tied before them } and having proftrated themfelves Aurungzebe,

§ Hamilton, vol. i. Harris, vol. ii. • Dodney, Hamilton, &c. Univerfal Hif-

U Dodfley, vol. ii. Hamilton,vol. ii. tory, vol. x.

Oft-
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CHAP, on the ground, they implored his clemency, confefled their faults,

^ J- » and humbly requefted his pardon. The Emperor, having feverely

reprimanded them, confented to withdraw his army, and to renew

the Phirman, which they had fo juflly forfeited, upon condition

16S9. of their making fatisfa£tion to his fubjeds at Surat for the injuries

which they had fuftained f.

'^9'-. Soon after thefe tranfadions, ,both at home and abroad, the vehe-
Thcir affairs

broueiit im- mcuce of pcrfous injured by the injufticc of the Company, and the
der difculTi -n

. , rri? Lt-rr--
inpailuracnt. jealoufy ot the merchants of I/ondon, brought their affairs into

public difcuflion, and under the confideration of parliament. The

Houfe of Commons, having examined the fubjedt in three different

feffions, had propofed regulations for carrying on, in future, the

commerce with the Eafl Indies. But the Company had eluded all the

endeavours of that affembly, by procuring a new charter from Qiiecn

Mary, who managed the affairs of the kingdom in the abfence of King

1694. William, in September 1 694. The Houfe of Commons having,

'in the beginning of 1695, detected various flagrant abufes in

the management of public affairs, were led to conclude, that the

court, the camp, the city, and even parliament, had been infeded

with one general contagion of bribery, corruption, and venality.

The Eafl India Company, having had the influence to remove the

confideration of their affairs from the legiflature to the privy coun-

cil, were naturally fufpeded of having gained the King's principal

fervants by bribes. The Commons, therefore, ordered a committee

They are He- to infpcd the books of the Company. The abftrads of the funis

brfb^crylnd P^^'^ ^^^ fpecial fervices foon led to a difcovery. In the reign of

corruption. James the Second, the annual charges of the management at home

had fcarcely exceeded 1200 1.; but in the year 1693, when the

charter was firft renewed, they had amounted to 90,000!. Sir Thomas

Cooke, the governor of the Company, on whofe notes the money

-|- Hamilton, vol. i.

had



THE EAST-INDIA COMPANY, 17

had been lent, terrified by a bill of pains and penalties paffed by C II A p,

the Commons, made a dlfcovery which was not fatisfadory. Ten _ -.- _/

thoufand pounds were, however, traced to the king himfelf ; and

other funis to his minifters and principal fervants :}:. The duke of

Leeds, as being the moft obnoxious, was impeached for receiving a

gratuity of five thoufand pounds; but king William, by putting

fuddenly an end to the fcfUon, quafhed at once the impeachment

and all further enquiry §.

Though the weight of the Crown, and the. influence of the Com- The afFaiire-

pany, as well as thofe who had received bribes, had quaflied the ^^^^^ [,"

enquiry, in the year i6nc, the affociated merchants, or, as they means of the

.
aflbciated

were called by the Company, the interlopers^ found means to bring metchams.

the charter obtained In 1694, under the confideration of parliament

in the beginning of 1698. Exclufive of the mifmanagements of the

Company at home and their tyranny in India, together with the

general arguments againft the expediency and juftice of a commer-

cial monopoly, the principal objedlon offered againft the charter,

was its not being confirmed by an adl of the legiflaturc. Govern- Government

ment, ftanding in need of a fupply, had refolved to fupport the fup°poruhofe

caufe of that party which fhould pay the moft for their favour. The
'^J^^

P""^

Company, apprized of that circumftance, offei-ed 700,000!. at four

per cent, upon condition of having the charter confirmed by adT: of

parliament. The interlopers, proteded by Mr. Montague, then

Chancellor of the Exchequer, propofed to advance two millions, at

eight per cent, in confideration of an exclufive trade to be veftcd in

the fubfcribers. A bill was accordingly paffed on this affair, not-

withftanding the petitions and oppofition of the Uld Company, f he

latter, however, obtained in the fucceeding year the fandioa of p,:r-

liament to their charter ; and thus the nation had two Eaft- India

X Journals, April 169;. § Ibid.

D Companies
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CHAP. Companies by parliamentary authority, inflead of one by preroga

v_

1700.

tive f.

The animofities, which had fubfifted for many years between the

t^een't'heoid
^^^ Company and the interlopers., who had been comprehended in

and New j^g New, werc increafed by mutual iealoufies, after both had been
Company.

confirmed by the fandion of the legiflature. They were now as fo-

licitous for the deftrudion of each other, as each had before been

for their refpecflive eftablifliment. Having both tafted the fweets

of the Eafl-India commerce, both were inflamed with that envy

and irreconcilable refentmcnt which ambition and avarice never fail

Both guihyof to infpire. In the general eledions which happened in the year 1700,

corruption. they had been both deteded in bribery and corruption. " The

Old began with corrupting members and purchafing voices in the

houfe. The New, inftead of purchafing votes, bought feats ; in-

flead of corrupting the reprefentatives bribed the conftituents, and

endeavoured to fecure a majority in the houfe *." Their feuds and

jealoufies in the mean time continued ; nor did thefe in the lead

fubfide till more than two years after the charter of the Old Com-

They unite pany had been confirmed by parliament. Tired, at length, of a
into one com-
pany. quarrel which might poffibly terminate in the ruin of both, they

refolved upon an union of flocks ; and agreed that the future ma-

nagement of their joint trade fliould be according to the charter of

the New Company, bearing date the ^th of September 1698.

Defpotirm During thefe contefls in England, the fame mifmanagements and
and tyr.inny

• i • , /- i r i /^
cithccrm- the fame opprelhons contmued in the lettlements or the Company

home' and
^' i" India. The principles of the Company's government abroad,

abroad. ^^^ ^^ collcdcd from the orders fent by their governor at home.

This commercial defpot, in writing to the judge appointed by the

Company for civil affairs, makes ufe of the following remarkable

words : " I cxpcdl my will and orders fliall be your rule, and not

f Ralph, vol. ii. p. 845, • Univerfal Hift. vol. x.

« the
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*' the laws of England, which are a heap of nonfenfe, compiled by C H A P.

" a number of ignorant country gentlemen, who hardly know how u_«..v~—

*

" to govern their own families, much lefs the regulating companies

" and foreign commerce."—"Having now the power of condemning

*' the Company's enemies, or fuch as fhall be deemed fo, particular-

" ly thofe who fliall queflion the Company's power over all the Bri-

" tifh fubjeds in India, I expeft my orders, from time to time, fhail

*' be obeyed and obferved as ftatute laws *.''

Though the judge, to whom this letter had been written, was Theopprefied

1 •/ 1 f 1 . •
1 1-1 inhabitants of

too prudent to promije obedience to the arbitrary mandates which Bombay re-

it contained, the governors of the different fettlements feemed to

have thoroughly imbibed the defpotic principles of their mafters in

England. The profligate Sir John Child had been followed in the

government of Bombay and the generalfhip of India, by a fucceffion

of petty tyrants. The union of the two Companies brought only a

frefh fupply of rapacity and injuftice, to the old flock of avarice

and tyranny. In fome inflances, the opprefTed found themfelves

obliged to flrike the reins of government from the hands of their

opprefTors. This was the fate of Sir Nicholas Waite, whofe loofe-

nefs of morals, bare-faced perverfion of juflice, and arbitrary exer-

tion of his authority incenfed to fuch a degree the inhabitants and

foldiers of Bombay, that they feized his perfon and fent him pri- Prefident pri-

foner to England. A train of fimilar opprefTions, joined with other
\^^l^

° "^"

misfortunes, at length reduced that ifland to a folitary and difmal de-

fart. War and peftilence had reduced the Englifh inhabitants from

eight hundred to fixty perfons. " Still the fpirit of injuflice re-

'* malned, which neither war nor peflilence could fubdue. The un.

*' fortunate few, who furvived thofe dreadful calamities, were de-

" nied the liberty of returning to their native country, or even of

*' removing to other parts of India. They were detained in the

• Hamilton, vol. ii.

D q
** Com-
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Company's fervice, under the lafh of authority, infolence, and

oppreffion, without a glimmering of hope *."

Quarrel, be- The uoion of the two Companies in England was found inca-
tween ilie fcr-

. . • r • t i- t-i r • • \ c
vamsofthe pablc of reconciling their fervants in India. The fame principle or

nies after their avarice and felf-intereft, which had joined the former in one fcheme
union.

^£- (-Qnjnierce, increafed rivallliip, animofity, and injuftice betweea

the latter. The heat of the climate fecms to have inflamed their

rancour, jealoufy, and enmity. Thofe pafiions had their rife among

the leaders of the Companies at home, from the phlegmatic, though

vigilant and eager principle of avarice : but in India, felf-intcreft,

felfifh notions, rapacity, and confequenlly injuftice, became blended,

as it were by fermentation, with the whole conftitution of the mind.

The affairs of the united Company muft naturally have languiflied,

as they were conduced by men more attentive to their own mutual

deftruQion, than to their duty to their matters. Neither honour,

juftice, or humanity were regarded, when any occafion offered, for

ruiniqg each other, or enriching themfelvesf : all was conducted by

fecret fraud or open force X-

The State, whofe correding hand ought to have been ftretched

forth to petty defpots, whofe quarrels and oppreffions had difgraced

the nation, was too much embroiled at home, to extend its attentioa

to India. A difputed fucceffion, the events, the hurry, the expencc

of a great war, and, above all, the contefts for places, which parties

dignify with the name of principle, occupied the whole attention of

the great body of the people. Men in office had neither leifure,

nor, perhaps, fufficient knowledge of the fubjeit, to redify abufes

in commerce ; and thus, whilft the great interefts of the nation

• Harris, Dodfley, &c, is to be lludied. Bribery, corruption, and ve-

f The inftances of rapacity, opprcfllon, and riali'y fecm to be inherent in all the members of

injuftice, committed by the fuperior fervants of commercial bodies ; by whom authority never

the Company, are loo mean for the pen of an fails to be made the inllrument of avaiice.

hillorian ; at lead, they are too numerous to be J' Hamilton, vol, i. Dodfley, vol. ii. Uni-

comprchcnded in a difq.uifition, where brevity vcrfal lliftory, vol, x.

were

Negligence

of Govern-
ment in not

interfering.
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were neglected, the Miniftry were engaged in defending their places CHAP.
from the attacks of rivals, and not in executing the duties of their v—v—

^

ftation.

Time, which fmoothes down, in its progrefs, the moft furious
afieng^h be-

paffions of the mind, extinguifhed, at length, the iealoufies between g<^'^ i;nanimi-

, r • 'J' ^' home.
the leaders of the two united Companies in England. Their com-

:mon intereft created unanimity in their meafures ; and, in looking

back to the conditions on which they had been united, they per-

ceived defe£ls and inconveniences, which they wifhed to remove.

The two Companies, when feparate, had been converfant in the

means of gaining the favour of individuals with money ; but, now,

the neceffities of the State itfelf had rendered it an objedl for bribery.

To obtain fuch a law as would fettle their affairs on a proper foot- 1708.

ing, they refolved, in the fixth year of Queen Anne, to lend to chaise fne'v

Government, at a ftated intereft, 1,200,000 1. over and above the
'"^'' '" ,'''^"'

' > J 5 favour, by a

2,000,000 1. lent, when the New Company was eftabliflied, about '°^" '° ''>*

ten years before. The Earl of Godolphin, then at the head of the

public finances, feized the offer with all the eagernefs of a minifler

who wants a fupply. In confideration of a trivial fum, which

might have been borrowed upon common interefl from individuals,

Parliament was ready to grant to the Company whatever privileges

and powers they required, for the benefit of their trade. A bill

was accordingly pafTed, in which the above fum of 1,200,000 1,

was declared an addition to the ftock of the Company, free from

all taxes *.

The treaty of Utrecht, which reflored peace to England, after a 1713.

war which had continued, with little intermiffion, three-and-twenty Utrechtfa-

• r J ^ 1 • 1 1 • 1 I
• vourable to

years, promiied to brmg back mterrupted commerce to her ancient commerce,

channel. Years of tranquillity fucceeding times of trouble and pub-

lic waf^e, induflry and trade were revived, and the Eaft- India Com-

* Publications of the times.

pany
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CHAP, pany obtained its own fliare of the general profperity. The leaders

_ -.'- in the Court of Directors, either guided by chance, or fwayed by

judgment, had fent perfons of prudence and commercial abilities, in

quality of chiefs, to their fettlements, which gave a profperous turn

J'^^i^fTrl'^' t° ^^^^^ affairs. Envy and jealoufy, which tread clofe on the heels

of profperity, again raifed enemies to the Company. Men of emi-

nence and weight joined, in the general cry, againft an exclufive

commerce. A variety of arguments, plaufible, at leaft, if not juit,

were urged, with great vehemence, on that head. '* The whole

Thenation »t fmcdom was filled with complaints of the iniuftice of a mono-
complains r f ^
thcitmono- it poly, by which a body of private merchants fatiated their avaricc,

1729. " at the expence of all the other fubjcds of the ftate *." To obviate

the confequcnces of fpeculative reafonings, become fo general,

the Company had recourfe to the never-failing argument of the

purfe. They bribed the State, by what the State, perhaps igno-

rantly, thought advantageous propofalst ; and, notwithftanding the

clamours of the people, obtained a perfcd fecurity to an exclufive

right of trading to the Eaft-Indies.

The Eaft-India Company continued in the fame flourifliing and

fecure condition, both at home and abroad, till the war, which was

declared between France and England, in the year 1744. The

French having failed, for near eighty years, in all their attempts to

ered and fupport an Eaft-India Company, at length accompliflicd

their object about the year 1720. The regular returns made by the

French, ever fince their complete cfiablifliment in India, had been

fo confiderable, that the jealoufy of the Britifli Company was raifed.

Government, entering with fomc degree of warmth into that jea-

loufy, tiirned a part of their attention towards the Eaft, when war

* Publications of the times. iheir capital (lock lent to Governmcn', to

t Thefe were zdo.oocI. as a gratuiiy, and 128,000 1. The rciluced annuity lobechnrg-

a tcJuLiion of the annuity of i6o,occl. upon cd on the fame dutii.6 and revenues a.' before.

3 was
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was likely to arlfe between the two nations. The French, fearing ^ HA p.

hoftilities, as they were anxious to promote a commerce ftill in its

infancy, had propofed a neutrality between the two Companies, as

early as the year 1742. The Court of Diredors, at firft, accepted

and then rejeded the propofal ; but, whether inftigated by Govern-

ment, or fwayed by their own verfatility, is uncertain. When,,

therefore, war commenced in Europe, its flame fpread to Afia.

Their refpeftive fovereigns affifted each Company ; and, thus, the

bufinefs of commerce yielded to the occupations of arms. New
fcenes were opened ; and events arofe, which became the founda-

tion of that ftate of things, to explain which is the principal object

of this work.

C H A Po
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CHAP. 11.

Origin of the three Prejide?2cies.—T'be Conqtiejis of the

Maho7nmeda7is in the Decan deduced from the earliefl-

'Times,

CHAP. /"
I

\ H E three Britifh Prefidencies, which command the inferior

v_—

V

1 JL fa£tories in Hindoftan, were eftablifhed under various cir-
Crigin of the i-rr • i tn i

• r ^

three Prcf:- cumltances, and at dirlerent periods. During the vigour or the

Mogul empire, the race of Timur, who fat on the throne of Delhi,

difdained to permit the appearance of any fovereignty but their own.

Even the conquefls and forts of the Portuguefe in India, had been

confined to the dominions of petty Rajahs, to whom the Moguls

had never extended their invafions. But as the nature of the com-

merce of Europeans had placed fo much of their property in the

hands of the natives, they became, through neccJFity, entirely de-

pendent on the Government of the country. This circumftance

had, at length, fo far removed the jealoufy of the State, that they

were permitted to ered: fuch flight defences, as might protedl the

pcrfons of their Factors from the infults of invaders or infurgents,

without rendering them formidable to the Empire.

Of M.drar. Madras, which commands the factories on the coafl of Coro-

mandel, owed its origin to the gallantry of Sir William Langhorne;

who fixed on a fterile and inconvenient fpot, merely on account of

its vicinity to the Portuguefe fcttlcment of St. Thomas, where he

had a miftrcfs. This injudicious choice was made, during the great

civil war in England, when the trade to India 'had languifhcd fo

4 much,
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much, that, in the year 1654, it expired, in a manner, by a natural

death.

Bombay, which has long prefided over the fadories on the coaft of Bombay.

of IVIalabar, was itfelf formerly dependent onSurat, and governed

by a Deputy fent from that fettlement. Their naval power enabled

the Portuguefe to poflefs themfelves of that ifland, foon after their

firft arrival in Hindoftan. Secured by the force which acquired it,

Bombay had fcarcely any defences but the fea, by which it was fur-

rounded. Being a part of the portion affigned to the Infanta of

Portugal, when flie became Queen of England in 1662, it fell into

the hands of Charles II. in the end of 1663. That prince, finding

that it was not worth its expence to the State, transferred it, in fee-

tail, to the Company, about the year 1669.

The Englifli, extending their commerce to Bengal, under the pa- Of Bengal.

tronage of Boughton, a furgeon, were permitted, about the year

1640, to build a kind of fadory at Plughley, a port on the weftern

branch of the Ganges. But fuch was the jealoufy of the Mogul

Government, that, for the fpace of forty years, the Company were

only allowed to retain thirty foldiers and an enfign in their pay, to

do honour to their principal agents. The war kindled by Sir John

Child, on the coaft of Malabar, extending itfelf to Bengal, the

Englirh were obliged to quit Hughley ; and, foon afcer, to retire to

Madras. Upon the pacification made in 16P9, with the Court of

Delhi, the fadtory was permitted to return, firft to Soota-nutty, and

afterwards to fettle at the village of Calcutta. Upon an infurre(n:ion

of the Rajahs, on the weftern fide of the river Hughley, in the year

] 696, the fadory declared for the Mogul Government. The Nabob

of Bengal ordered them to defend themfelves againft the enemy ;

and they raifed walls with a few baftions, which they called Fort

William, in honour of the reigning king.

Though the French had made a voyage to India in 1601, the fame The French

year in which the EngUfli firft failed, in the way of commerce, to H^/f^] ""{^l'

E that '^'•^-
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C II A P. that country, they were, for more thari a century, unfuccefsful In

^—J-—' almoft all their fchemes. A lively nation, without folidity for trade,

nierciai cha- Calculated for fudden exertions, but incapable of perfeverance in one

" "'
determined line of condudt. Perpetually changing the objedt, with-

out altering their manner, they attempted every thing, and loft all.

Their mifraa- Their voyagcs to India were remarkable, only for the fingularity of
nagements.

, n- c r
their misfortunes. A company, deltitute or relources as well as po-

licy at home, vehement and injudicious, though fpirited agents

abroad ; both ignorant of commerce, and yet too proud to learn.

Pondicherry. Having founded a kind of fadlory at Surat, they quitted that city

without any folid reafon, and after making an unfuccefsful attempt

on the ifland of Ceylon, eftablifhed themfelves, by accident, at Pon-

dicherry, about the year 1670, There they carried on a languid

commerce, under the protection of the Mogul government, till Pon-

dicherry was taken by the Dutch in 1693. Though the treaty of

Ryfwick reftorcd the place, little advantage was derived from it, till

ThfirEaft-- Cardinal Fleury began to fupport the French intereft in India, in an

pany fiou- efFedual manner. Under the aufpices of that miniftcr, men of abi-
ri flics.

But 19 ruined

lilies were appointed to fuperintend the trade, and to increafe the

power of the India Company. Having fucceeded in the former,

they became too attentive to the latter ; till, by one of thofe revcrfes

by iheir ara- of fortune to \\'hich fchcmcs of ambition are often liable, both ob-^
bition.

jcds were entirely loft.

Pariy.writerj
^o ihrow Complete light on the fubjed of this difquifition, it may

a'retrofjcr'*
^^^ ^^ improper to return to events, which, as they are placed far

into the af- back in antiquity, are perhaps overlooked, though they deferve to
Jairs or moia ^ ^ » x o /

nccerary. be known. Writers, who, by defending the condu(5l of the Com-
pany, admit that it ftands in need of detence, have recurred to the

ancient hiftory of India, for arguments of exculpation. Though
the fads they have chofen to give, may have carried convidion to

their own minds, they are too imperfcd to guide the judgment of

the Public, on an affair, on which the Public ought to decide.

1 This
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This defeil in the narratives, on which they found their reafoning, chap.
we fhall endeavour to fupply, with all the concifenefs confiftent with '. —.—„_^,

perfpicuity. If they have been miftaken in their premifes, their

conclufions muft, of courfe, have been wrong. If they have de-

cided without evidence, the nation will reverfe the judgment.

A thirft for plunder and an avidity for power have ever been mo- General ob-
^ * lervauons on

tives of hoftility and injuftice to avaricious and ambitious men. '^e riohts de-

rived from

But, from whatever caufe war may fpring, when it ends in conqueft, com^ueil.

it inverts the victor with all the property of the vanquifhed*. The

beft writers on the laws of nature and of nations terminate, at this

point, their enquiries into tUe rights, by which monarchs fit on

thrones, or nations pofTefs dominions. To pufli their examination

further, might juftly invalidate every claim of a prince and right of

a people. Almofl: every period of antiquity, in every country,

owes perhaps its being remembered at all to revolutions accomplifhed

by refentment, ambition, or rapacity. Mankind therefore, being

either guilty themfclves of this fpecies of injuftice, or deriving be-

nefits from it, have uniformly acquiefced in the abfolute right,

which every man, in a folemn war, acquires in the property which

he takes from the enemy; and that without rule or meafuref.

When, therefore, rtrangers obtain, either by chance or accident, a

fettlement in any region, they are not to look back either to the

juflice or injuftice of that force, which originally defined the ufages,

or eftabliihed the government of the country, into whofe bofoni

they are received as fubje(fls.

This was certainly the cafe of the Englifli Eaft-India Company, ThcCom-

in thofe two fettlements, the Carnatic and Bengal, in which their vams VuVjl-as

of tUe Mi-sol

figure for the n:iiion, at leaft fo profitable an adventure for theni-

fervants, aided by the force of the State, have made fo fplendid a 'S'
-' ' » empire.

• AriC.ot. de Repub. lib. i. cr.p. 4 Xtr.opli. ili LiH. Cyr. 1. -. Grot. lib. iii. c. 6. f i!t •?.

i'
Audlores citat. pr.ffim.

E 2 fclves.
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CHAP, felvcs. In both countries, they owned themfelves, and they natu-

^—

V

' rally were, the ftibjeds of the Mogul empire f. They received the

phirmnns of the Emperor, with every eaftern ceremony:}:; upon

various occafions they voluntarily proftrated themfelves, and fome-

times with their hands bound, in the prefence of that monarch,

with all the humility of eaftern (laves
|| ; they paid him a yearly

revenue ; and, to ufe the hyperbolical language of Alia, they " wor-

" fliippcd the fhadow of his greatnefs, in his lieutenants and go-

" vernors §." The Mogul and his officers confidered them, in re-

turn, in the light of good fubjeds H ; and, upon occafions of dif-

trefs or injuftice, interfered in their favour, and proteded their per-

fons and property *. To a certain prince, who now complains of

their injuftlce, they expreffed themfelves, about thirty years ago,

" We are at your fervice, if you can truft us ;" words as expreffive

of their obedience to him, as they are of doubts concerning their

own fincerity 4-'

Ancient hiao- 'pj^g hiftory of Hindoflau, before the Mahommedans extended their
ry of India _

•'

involved in invafious to that countrv, is either involved in fable, or disfigured by-
fable and al- ,, . . , .

' b /

legory. allcgories ; which, to their natural obfcurity, have added the difficul-

ties arifing from a language, little ftudied and lefs underftood. The

authority of one monarch is faid to have extended itfelf over all

India, in remote antiquity; but, either through the negligence or

weaknefs of the princes who reigned, the Governors of the different

provinces, throwing off their allegiance, affumed the titles as well

as the independence of fovereigns, about the year 618. In this

fituation they had continued for fome ages, prior to the eftablifhment

Origin of ilie Qf ^ Mahommcdan fovereiprnty at Ghizni, in the mountains to the
kingdom of o j

Onizoi. north-wefl: of the weftern branch of the Indus. This happened

\ Vide Accounts of India paflim. fl Nizam to Nabob, Jan. 21ft, 1747. Rous'j

:J
Hamilton, vol. i. Appendix, vol. i. p. 15.

Il
lb;d. *Rou5's Appendix, vol. i. paflim.

% Dow'i Appendix, vol. iii. \ Ibid, vol. i.p. 9.

about
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about the middle of the tenth century, under Abiftagi, who had re-

voked from the kingdom of Bochara ; and whofe fucceflbr Subuc-

tagi became the anceftor of a long line of kings.

Several Mahommedans had made predatory expeditions into India, Mamood the

prior to the foundation of the kingdom of Ghizni ; but Mamood, £''• /^ahom-
* o ' ' medan, who

the fon of Subudagi, was the firfl: who cfiabliflied his authority to retained con-

the eafl of the five great rivers, which form the Indus. Mamood dia.

mounted the throne of Ghizni, in the year of our aera 997. In his

zeal to propagate the faith of Mahommed, but, more probably,

prompted by his avarice, he made many expeditions into India ; and

having retained the places which he had fubdued, extended his con- Jf^
extendsor his conqjelts

quefts and dominions to the kingdoms of Ajmere, Guzerat, and '« Guze.-at,

even to a part of Malava. Thu-teen princes of the family of Mamood
inherited his empire, but none of them his talents. Inftead of ex-

tending, they, at length, loft all their dominions to the petty princes ^he princes

of Ghor, who had been their fubiedls : and who mounted the throne °f Ghorfuc-
-' ceed the

of the Mahommedan conquefts in India, in the year 1184. The Ghiznides.

dynafty of Ghor, fubfifting in the perfons and defcendants of the

adopted flaves of that family, pofTefled the throne, without extend-

ing their dominions, for the fpace of one hundred and four years*.

In the year 1289, Ferofe, the firft of the dynafty of Chilligi, Dynafty of

having extinguifliied the race of Ghor, obtained the throne of Delhi f. "
'^''

Alla-ul-dien, the nephew of this prince, was the firft Mahomme- Alla-ul-dien

dan, who entered the Decan J. In a predatory expedition, which hommedan'

he undertook in the year 1293, he furprifed Deogire, afterwards
|'|^a°ed^lnfo

called Dowlatabad. The incredible booty which he found in this '^'^ Decan.

1293.

place, enabled him, foon after, by the murder of his uncle Fei-ofe,

to mount the throne of Delhi [[. Alla-ul-dien held with vigour the

* Dow's Hiftory of Hindoftan, vol. i. J The general name given to all thofe pro-

p. 23T. vinccs, which are comprehended in the weftern

^ Ibid, vol. i. p. 232. pcninfula of India.

II
Dow, vol. i. p. 34*.

fccptre,
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CHAP, fceptre, -which he had obtahied by injuflice. Having impofed an

^_ .- ' annual tribute on the Rajah of Deogire, which that prince had neg-

leded to pay, the Emperor ordered an army againft him, in the year

1305, under the condud of Malleck Gaffoor, who was jit once his

minifter, favourite, and catamite §.

His general, Malleck CafFoor having penetrated the mountains of Bucklana,
Caffbor, fub- r c •

1 r
duesiheMa- entered, and reduced into the form of a province, the country of

the Marattas ; and proceeding to Deogire, received the fubmiflion of

Reduces^Tel-
^^^ Rajah, whom he carried in triumph to Delhi *. Purfuing, in

lingana.
jj^g enfuuig year, his good fortune, he entered the province of Tel-

Hngana, befieged Lidderdeo, the Rajah, in his capital of Arinkil,

which he took by aflault. The Rajah, driven to extremity, bought

his peace with three hundred elephants, feven thoufand horfe, and

money and jewels to a vaft amount, agreeing to pay an annual tri-

H'^P* bute to the Empire
'I'*

Encouraged by thefe repeated fuccefles, Gaf-

foor, rcfolving to pufli his conquefts to the fouthern extremity of

1 3 10. India, marched, in the year 1310, through Tellingana and Golconda,

Conquers the paflcd the rlver Crlftna, and entered the Carnatic. Having engaged

and taken in battle Bcllal-Deo, Rajah of the Carnatic, he ravaged

the country, plundered the temples, and, in a mofque, which he

built, read the Chutba in his mafter's name, as fovereign of that cx-

tenfive province. In a fourth expedition, undertaken in the year

*3»'- 131 1, Caft'jor feizcd and put to death the refractory Rajah of Deo-

Peoetrates to girc» ravaged the country of the Marattas, and penetrating to the

^aa ^r.
^^^j^ ^j.- {vjaia^^ar, reduced fevcral provinces along the fliore of the

ocean. After this expedition, he took up his rcfidence at Deogire,

AsN!7nm, and, as Nizam or Viceroy of the Decan, raifcd the annual tribute

I ii.i,;. ',t the from the Rnj'.hs or Tellingana, Carnatic, and other conquered pro-
C'ariiaiic, &r. . .1.

vinccs .]..

^ D)i", voL i. p. ;"-. * 11 iJ. p. 23;. i ILiJ. p. 2S6, 287. J IbiJ. p. 292,

Malleck
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Malleck CafFoor, upon the death of Alla-ul-dien, having fei2ed ^ II A P.

the throne, was aflaflinated by fomc of the officers of the court, and "—;v >

'

_
Hecforfithe

Mubaric, the fon of Alla-ul-dien, and the fourth prhice of the race throne.

of Chilligi, mounted the throne*. During the confufions which

attended the ufurpation, the reduced princes of the Decan revolted, Ti,e Decan

under the conduit of Hirpaldeo, the nephew of the Rajah of Deo-
ap-.'in^'re-

gire. Hirpaldeo being defeated, taken, flead alive, and beheaded ^'"^*^«'«

by Mubaric, the provinces of the South returned to their former

dependence on the Mahommedan empire of Delhi
-f-.

Mubaric, 131s.-

imitating his father, inverted his catamite, Chufero Chan, with the

enfigns of royalty, and fent him from Dowlatabad, with a part of his

army, to reduce the provinces on the coaft of Malabar. The im-

menfe plunder acquired by Chufero, in this expedition, encouraged

him to afpire to the throne, which, by the murder of Mubaric, the

laft of the race of Chilligi, he mounted in the year 1321 ; but, 132,,

after he had reigned five months, he was defeated and flain by Ghazi

Malleck, who became his fuccelTor, under the- name of Tuglick

Shaw \.

The princes of the Decan, ftill averfe to the yoke of the Ma- Decan re-

hommedans, had revolted during the ufurpation of Chufero ; and

Tuglick, foon after his acceffion to the imperial dignity, difpatched ij^z*

his eldeft fon, Aligh Chan, to chaftife the infurgents. Aligh Chan, Butisredured

though he failed in the firft expedition, by the defertion of his Mahommed.

nobles, returned in the fucceeding year; and having retaken the 1335.

the capital of Tellingana, reduced the revolted provinces. Having,

in the year 1526, fucceeded his father Tuglick in the throne, by the '3^^'

name of Mahommed, he became a great conqueror. Either in per- who con-

fon, or by his generals, he fubjedted all thofe vaft provinces, which Decan to

extend from Chittagong, on the eaftern lliore of the bay of Bengal, nn^Ld from

fca to fca.

* Dow, vo'. i. p. 296. f Ibid, p, 298. J Ibid, p, 303.

to
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to the ocean, which wafhes the extenfivc coaft of Malabar. Ex-

tending his conqucfts, along the coaft of Coromandel, he reduced

the Carnatic to Cape Comorin, the extremity of the Decan; and

ftretching his authority with his arms from fea to fea, made the

whole peninfula dependent on the empire of Delhi §.

Sultan Mahommed, having by his wild fchemes, ambition and

avarice, created a general difguft, many of the nobles, whom he

had left in governments in the Decan, confederating under his

nephew Kirfliafib, arofe in rebellion. Kirfliafib being defeated

under the walls of Deogire, by the Emperor in perfon, fled to the

Rajah of Compala in the Carnatic, who, endeavouring to protedt

the fugitive, was overcome in battle, and taken prifoner by the Im-

perialifts. Kirfliafib having, in the mean time, made his efcape, threw

himfelf into the hands of Bellaldeo, Rajah of the whole Carnatic.

That prince, acknowledging his own fubjedion to the Mahom-

medan government*, delivered the fugitive to his offended uncle,

who ordered him to be flead alive, and to be flievvn, a horrid fpec-

tacle, all around the city of Deogire. Mahommed, in order to re-

tain with more eafe his vaft conquefts in the Decan, rcfolved to

make Deogire the feat of empire; and, to people it with the greater

expedition, he ordered Delhi to be deftroycd, and the inhabitants to

be carried to his new capital f.

The prefencc of Mahommed in Deogire repreffed, for fome time,

the fpirit of revolt, which had fo frequently appeared in the Decan.

But when difturbances in the North and Eaft, and efpecially a re-

bellion in Bengal, recalled him from the fouthern provinces, a con-

fpiracy was formed, by the principal Hindoos, to recover their

independence, by expelling all the Mahommedans from the Decan.

Kinfa-naig, the fon of Lidderdeo, the depofed Rajah of Telllngana,

§ Ddw, vol. i. p. 314, 31;. Ibid. p. 319. f Ibid, p 320.

j'lining
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joining with Bellaldeo *, the tributary prince of the Carnatic, their

united forces drove,, in a few months, the Mahommedans from all

their conquefts, except Deogire or Dowlatabad ]'. Sultan Mahom-
med having determined to reconquer the Decan, in the year 1346,

divided that vaft country into thofe four provinces, which became,

afterwards, four independent Mahommedan fovereignties. He
entered into articles with four governors, whom he appointed, and

provided with armies, that they fliould pay annually into the Im-

perial treaiury, near nine millions of our money t. The Hindoos, '546.

.
But they re.

either terrified or defeated by the Imperial armies, feem to have enabiifh

returned to their former dependence; when a fudden revolution

rendered the Decan entirely independent on the throne of Delhi.

The Mahommedan princes, who had already reigned over the Circumfiance
^ y <_> which led to

greateft part of India, for more than three centuries, had fupported the fevoit of

I • 1 • • 1 1 r 1 1
the Decan.

their authority among the natives, by the means of hardy troops,

called from the provinces beyond the Indus. The chiefs or leaders

of thofe mercenaries. had formerly feized the throne, which they

had been hired to defend ; or, at leaft, had appropriated to them-

felves provinces, in the reduftion of which they had been employed

by the court of Delhi. This injuftice, on their part, frequently

created jealoufy in the mind of the prince whofe pay they received.

Plots, aflaflinations, and even maflacres had often been the confe-

quence of thofe paffions, when carried to extremes.

Sultan Mahommed, becoming jealous of his Mogul mercenaries» s„]t3n j^ra.

had ordered many of their chiefs to be murdered at a feafl: to which ^oi'mea's
•' crue ty to his

they had been treacheroufly invited §. Thofe who remained, dread- Mogul mer--

cenaries.

ing the fame fate, revolted, furprifed Dowlatabad, and, in the

year 1347, inverted Ifmael Muche, one of their chiefs, with the 1347.

enfigns of royalty, under the name of Nafir-ul-dien||. This new and furptife'

Do.^latabad.

* This fcems to have been the genera! name % Do.v, vol. i.

of all the Rajahs of the Carnatic. § ibid. p. 329.

f Dow, vol. i. p. 323, 326.
II

Ibid. p. 332.

F monarch
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CHAP, monarch was, foon after, defeated in battle, and beficged In Dowla-
II

I—J—» tabad, by Sultan Mahommed. A rebellion in Guzerat having called

the Emperor to that province, the vanqulHied Moguls affemblcd

HafP-nCjco, under Ilaffen Caco Bernini, defeated the Imperialifts who beficged
one of their

chieff, de- Dowlatabad, and drove them towards Malava. Hallen Caco, under
ir.g.

^^^ ^.^j^ ^^ AUa-ul-dicn, afliimed the royal enfigns, which had been

refigned, in his favour, by Nafir-ul-dlen. Whilft Sultan Mahom-

med w^as meditating an expedition againft the rebels, he died, on his

1352. march to Tatta on the banks of the Indus, in 1352 J.

DecananJ Fcrofe Shaw, who fucceeded his uncle Mahommed in the throne

Beng.,iioftto Qf x)e]hi was a good and humane man, but a weak prince. More
the empire. °

_ .
i

•
i_ i rr rr i

attentive to the improvement of the dominions, which he polleired,

than to the recovery of thofe, which his predecelTors had loft, he

ij,-;. emancipated, by a formal treaty, both the Decan and Bengal, from

the government of the empire; upon condition of their paying a

fmall annual tribute. The debility of Ferofe defcended to his pofte-

rity and fucccffors, who were engaged in a civil war, which had

fprung from a difputed fucceffion, when, in 1397, Timur§, by an
>397-

Revoiut.ons
ij;jyafion of Hiudoftan, broke entirely the power of an empire al~

111 the empire, ' *

ready mutilated and divided. In Mamood, who then pofleffed the

Imperial title, but no authority, the dominion of the race of Tuglick

Shaw expired. The family of Beloli Lodi, a noble Afgan, obtained

the throne of Delhi in 1450, which they held for feventy-five

years ; till by the defeat and death of Ibrahim, the third of the race,

the empire was transferred to the Moguls, in the perfon of the great

oS'
'""

Sultan Daber, lineally defcended from Timur *.

Sulian Baber found too much employment, in fettling the domi-

MnBabcr nions, which he had wreftcd from the family of Lodi, to avail him-

fclf of the ancient claims of the empire, on the revolted provinces^.

I Dow, vol. i. p. 336. • Dow, vol. ii. p..iiw

\ Tamerlane.

Dying

MS'

^25
8

qitell

Neiiher Siil
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Dying in the prime of life, in 15 30, he was fucceeded in the throne, ^ '' ^ ^'

but not in his good fortune, by his fon Humaioon; who, after a "
j

'

troublefome and difaflrous reign of twelve years, was expelled from ma-oonat^'

his dominions by Shere Shaw, an Afgan, who ufurped the throne. lom'thV^'

Humaioon, after an exile of twelve years, returned to Hindoftan ^^""•

with an army ; and, having come to battle with Secunder Shaw, the

laft Patan poflcfTor of the throne of Delhi, transferred the govern-

ment, a fecond time, to the houfc of Timur. But dying by a fall 1-55.

in the following year, he left the yet unfettled empire to his fon

Ackbar, who was ftill a youth
-f-.

Though Ackbar, whether we regard his charader or his good Acl<bjr a

,
gieat prince.

fortune, was one of the greatefi: princes who ever fat on the throne

of Hindoftan ; he negledcd, for many years, to revive the preten-

fions of the empire, to the kingdoms of the Decan.

The internal hiftory of thofe extenfive countries, which form ths Uncertainty

peninfula of India within the Ganges, ftill remains involved in the k-n''^'"7T*

obfcurity of an unknown tongue. The eminent writer :j:, who has Decan.

favoured the public with the hiftory of the empire of Delhi, had alfo

an Intention of tranflating, from the Perfian language, that of the

Mahommedan fovereignties of the Decan. But other purfuits hav-

ing prevented the execution of his defign, we muft content our-

felves with the few lights which are thrown on this fubjedl, by its

connexion with the affairs of the Moguls. The information of

travellers, whether they only vifited the coafts, or even penetrated

the country, gives little fatisfadion v^-ith regard to fuch revolutions

as happened in former ages. Though worthy of credit in their
Tiiede-reeof

narrative of tranfadtions which fell within the circle of their perfonal "^'i" '^ ''«

gnen to

knowledge, they lofe theinfelves in uncertainty and fable when they travellers.

recur to ancient times. Where the great line of fadls is afcertained

by domeftic hiftory, we may fafely rely on their fidelity relative to

•f
Dow, vol. ii. paffim.

:J:
Colonel Dow.

F z circumftances

;
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circumftances ; but when we find them without a guide, we are in

danger of being led into a region of clouds and darknefs.

In the reign of Ackbar, the conquefts of the Mahommedans in

the Decan, were found to have been divided into four principalities,

under the pofterity of the Moguls, who had revolted from the

empire ofDelhi, about the middle of the fourteenth century. Thefe

were the kingdoms of Chandez, Berar, Golconda, and Bijapour§;

the latter known in Europe by the name of ViOapour. Chandez,

the capital of which was called Burhanpour, comprehended the

extenfive countries lying between the mountains near the Nirbidda

and the fprings of the Ganga. Berar, whofe chief town was Ah-

mednagur, lay between the Ganga and the Soan ; and the domi-

nions of the king of Bijapour, who refided in a city of the fame

name, feem to have extended themfelves from the fources of the

Criftna, to the fouthern extremity of the kingdom of Myfore. The

territories of the king of Gokonda, beginning, on the Eaft and North,

on the banks of the Gandevari and Ganga, comprehended the whole

coaft, from Orifla to Cape Comorin ; being feparated, on the Weft,

from the kingdom of Bijapour, by the v^ft mountains of Gata,

which divide the coaft of Coromandel from that of Malabar.

The authority, which thofe princes exercifed over the territories,

.

which they affeflcd to comprehend within their refpe£tive king-

doms, feems to have been various, both in its kind and degree.

Contrary to the ufages of other Mahommedans, they permitted ho-

nours, governments, and real property to defcend, in regular fuc-

cefhon, from father to fon. Thofe hereditary chieftains, though they

owned themfelves fubjcds, executed all the fundions of fovcreignty,

within their governments. They fortified their places of refi-

dcnce againft the tyranny of their prince, as well as againft the

injuftice of neighbours ; and they not only made war upon one an-

^ Do.v, vol. ii. p. 484,

Other,
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other, but frequently took up arms againft their fovereign. They C ^^ A P.

were bound by their tenures to give an annual tribute to fiipport his ' v '

dignity ; but the regularity of the payments depended on his power

to enforce them. The rights of the Mahommedans, in fliort, dif-

fered in nothing from thofe claimed by the hereditary Rajahs ; who,

upon agreeing to perform military fervice, and to pay an annual tri-

bute, were left in the management of their refpedive dominions.

As long as they performed the conditions of their dependence, the

prince never interfered with the internal management of their coun-

tries ; but when they failed in their duty, and he found himfelf

pofleffed of power fufficient to enforce his authority, either he flript

them entirely of their territories, or made them pay feverely for

their refradory condudl.

To thefe difadvantages at home, were added perpetual fears from Their fears

abroad. The empire of Delhi had never relinquifhed its preten- ciainilonhe

fions to the fovereignty of the Decan ; and nothing had hitherto ^|],'['^

"'^

prevented its enforcing its claims, but the want of power. The

martial charader of Ackbar had impreffed with fuch terror the

mind of Mubarick Shaw, king of Chandez, that in the year 1563

he paid homage at Mendu, the capital of Malava, which the emperor

had juft reduced into the form of a province *'. Though Ackbar

always viewed the Decan " with an eye of conqueft," an opportu-

nity for hoflilities did not offer itfelf for more than twenty years.

In 15B5, the brother of Murtiza Nizam, king of Golconda, flying

to Agra, prevailed upon the emperor to order the Mogul governor

of Malava to invade the Decan ; but the princes of that country-

joining in confederacy againft the invaders, the imperialifts were

obliged to retreat"!'. In the year 1588, the emperor difpatchcd am-

baffadors to the four ftates of the Decan, lefs to gain their favour

than to learn their weaknefs
:t^

; and to derive, from their expected

• Dow, vol, ii. p. 238. t Ibid. p. 279. % Ibid. p. 284.

refufal
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refufal of demands, which could not be granted, a pretence for

war.

TheEmpeior The favourable opportunity fo long fought by Ackbar, prefentcd

que^r^lwHr itfclf in the year 1593. A difputcd fucceffion had kindled a civil

tie ro.ra- ^^j. -j^ j|^^ kingdom of Berar, and one party applied for aid to the
reigniies of " t j t l

tiieDecai. Mogul. A numerous army laid fiege to Ahmednagur, the capital,

in 1595; but the views of the emperor were, for this time, fruf-

trated by powerful fuccours fent to the befieged, by the other princes

of the Decan. In the year j6oo, Ackbar having taken Ahmedna-

gur, the capital of Berar, by his generals, and Afere, in the do-

minion of Chandez, in perfon, both kingdoms were reduced into

the form of provinces :|:. Ibrahim Adil, king of Bijapour, terrified

by the fucccfs and vicinity of the Moguls, folicited peace, paid ho-

mage, and fubjedcd liimfelf to an annual tribute to the empire § ;

upon which Ackbar annexed his conquefls, in the Decan, to his

other royal titles, in a proclamation.

1605. The emperor Ackbar dying in 1605, was fucceeded in the throne
Ackbar Jy- '^ ... r c ^ or
ing, is fuc- of the Moguls, by his only lurviving fon Sultan Selim, who af-
ceeJcd by his . ., . ,r^ , r x t> •

i

foBjehangire. fumcd, upon his acceffion, the name ot Jf.hangire. During the

fiift fix years of the reign of this prince, the conquefts of his fa-

ther in the Decan remained undifturbcd and confirmed in his hands.

^^'^"- In 1611, Amar Sinka, chief of the Marattas, diftinguifhed by the
The Rana

. .

overrun' the title of Rana, fetting fuddenly on the Imperial troops in the pro-
provircc of , ^ , t n i r • n i •

Chandez. vincc of Chandcz, defeated them
|| ; and an army fent againft him,

under Sultan Purvez the emperor's fecond fon, retreated on account

Jehangi.e of dilTenfions among the nobles. Jehangire, alarmed at the pro-

warTthe grey's of the Rana, moved the Imperial ftandard towards Ajmere,

Decan.
difpatched the famous Mohamet Chan to command the army, and,

after him, his third fon Sultan Churrum, known better by the name

The R;ina of Shaw Jchan. That prince entered the mountains, defeated the
icJuced by

Shaw Jehan.

I Dow, vol. ii. p. }()'>. § Ibid.
||
Dow, vol. iii. p. 39.

5 Rana,
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Rana, in fomc Indecifive fkirmiflies, took his capital, forced him to CHAP.

throw himfelf at his feet, and impofed upon him an annual tri- < .—-j

bute *. Five years after this pacilication, Shaw Jehan had the good 1616.

^ ..... . , . ,_ , . ,- , i^ 1 Princes of the

fortune to intimidate into lubmulion the princes or the Decan, who Decancnga-e

had confederated againft the empire. Some of thofe princes attend- [j",^'^ ^
'"'

ed him to the prefence of the emperor, and agreed to pay a fettled

tribute for the future +. In the year x6zo, the kings of Golconda „ 1620
' -^

_
_

, But breaking

and Bijapour refufmg to pay the ftipulaled Peifhcufh, were again the treaty, are

again rcduLcJ.

reduced to their dependence, by the arms of Shaw Jehan I, who

forced them to pay the arrears of their tribute, which was fettled at

the annual fum of fifty-five lacks of rupees §.

Shaw Jehan, encouraged by his fuccefs in the Decan, rebelled 1622.
1 h T 'fcV I p n 1n

againft his father ; but being defeated by that prince, and afterwards rebels.

by his elder brother, Sultan Purvez, he retired into the mountains of Being de'feat-

Ballagat, under the protedlion of his former enemies, particularly
l^'^ Dewn!

the Rana
II.

Driven to extremity by his bad fortune, he folicited >624.

and obtained pardon from Jehangire; but he chofe to remain in the 1625.

countries where he had taken refuge, till the death of his father

delivered him, from his fears and placed him on the throne. During »^-8'

the latter years of the emperor Jehangire, the princes of the Decan,

though impatient of their dependence on the court of Delhi, were

reftrained from hoftilities, by the reputation of thofe generals, whom

the Moguls employed in the conquered kingdoms of Berar and

Chandez.

Shaw Tehan, having obtained the throne of Hindoftan foon after „.
'''^''

-' "-• The emperor

the death of his father in 1628, became a great prince. His jea- Shaw jehan.

loufy of Chan Jehan Lodi, one of his principal Omrahs, who was
^f'^j^ojf"'^

defcended from the Patau family, who formerly pofteired the empire

of Delhi, became the fource of a new war in the Decan. Lodi,

• Dow, vol. iii. p. 41. ^ 687,500!.

\ Ibid. p. 50, 51. II
Doiv, vol. iii. p. 7".

;}.
Ibid, p. 59, 60.
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C H A P.
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having taken refuge in Dowlatabad, had the addrefs to unite, in one

confederacy, againft the empire, Adil Shaw king of Bijapour, Ni-

zam Shaw fovereign of Golconda, and Chuttub ul Dien, who ftyled

himfelf prince of Hydrabad and Tellingana. Shaw Jehan marched

from Agra on the fourth of February 163 1, with 300,000 men;

and having arrived at the capital of the province of Chandez,

he detached armies into the dominions of the confederates. Not-

withftanding the adlivity and abilities of Lodi, who commanded the

forces of the allies, they found themfelves incapable of refifting the

great force of the enemy. Inftead of oppofing that force in the

field, they fhut themfelves up in their fortreffes. Shaw Jehan laid

wafte the country ; and a dreadful famine was added to the cala-

mities of war. The vizier Afiph Jah, having ravaged with fire and

fword the kingdom of Bijapour, the fovereign of that country came

into terms, when nothing worthy of defence was left. The kings

of Golconda and Tellingana fued for peace, in the fame fubmiilive

terms. A peace was granted,.upon their paying large fums of mo-

ney, with an annual tribute; the emperor keeping, by way of fe-

curity, poflefTion of fuch forts as had fallen into his hands *.

Notwithflanding this pacification, the war was renewed in the

year 1633 by the Imperialifis, under the condudl of Mohabct Chan,

governor of Chandez; who, leading an army into Golconda, took

the impregnable city of Dowlatabad, by the treachery of its gover-

nor, the fon of Malleck Amber, who had fo often fignalized him-

felf againft the Moguls. The old king of Golconda was dead ; an

infant had fucceeded to the throne, and he was fent in triumph to

Agra, whilft his dominions were reduced into the form of a pro-

vince, and annexed to the empire f- The further progrefs of Mo-

habet, who had refulvcd to invade the dominions of Tellingana, was

• Dew, vol. ii'. ^. 14:. c: paiTm, t JLid. p. 149.

checked
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the jealoufy of

who had joined the army J.

checked by the jealoufy of Sultan Suja, the emperor's fecond fon, CHAP,

1636.
In 1636 Shaw Jchan, having formed a refolutlon to reduce en- shawjehan

tirely the Mahommedan fovereignties of the Decan, marched from conquer the

Agra, on the firft of Odiober ; but he did not arrive at Dowlatabad ^^*='"-

till the latter end of the rainy feafon of 1637. His forces were fo «637.

numerous that he divided them into twelve armies, which he fent,

under twelve leaders, into the kingdoms of Bijapour and Tellingana. He ravages

War was, at once, in all parts of the dominions of the two kings. Tdimgana".

The open country was fubmitted to fire and fword ; the garrifons

which refifted were cut off to a man. One hundred and fifteen

towns and caflles were deftroyed in the fpace of one year. The
The'two*

confederates, driven to extremity, implored for peace, which was '^'"S^ ^''^ ^'^'

granted upon terms fuitable to the neceflity of their condition. They
. . .

They are

were re-eftablifhed by commiffions from the emperor, as hereditary made heredi-

r 1 ' ... . . tary gover-
governors ot their own dommions, upon agreemg to give an enor- r.ors,

mous annual tribute; the firft payment to be made at the figning of

the treaty. They were, befides, to acknowledge the emperor and ^^^,
'"^"^ '°

J J ' ' o r declare thetn-

his fucceffors, lords paramount of their countries ; and to defign f<;ives the

. Haves of the

themfelves, in all their public deeds *, the humble flaves of the empire,

empire of the Moguls.

To awe the tributaries into an obfervance of the treaty, Shaw The emperor

Jehan occupied with garrifons all the places, which he had taken in \ons he had

Tellingana and Bijapour. Several years of tranquillity fucceeded a
"'"»

war, which had effeQually broken the fpirit of the vanquiflied. The

tribute, which they had undertaken to pay, and which they durfl

not evade, lay heavy upon their finances. They refolved, there- tofuppiythe

fore, to fearch for refources beyond the limits of their immediate by the war.

dominions, and to extort from their tributaries thofe fums which

they were obliged to pay to the empire t- The moft wealthy, and

X Dow, vol. iii. p, 142. et paflim. • Ibid. + Ibid.

G confequently
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confequently the mofl; powerful, of thofe tributaries was the Rajah of

the Carnatic ; a country then better known by the naziie of Bigen-

agur. The Rajah Jiad furnillied a pretence for war, by rtfufing or

neglefking to iend, as tributary, the ftipulated fuccours, upon the

rcquifition of the king of Bijapour, when the emperor Shaw Jehaa

invaded his dominions *.

To explain this fubjed, It is neceflary to recur to a period of

more remote antiquity. When the Mahommedans penetrated into

the Carnatic, under the condudl of Malleck CafFoor, ia the year

i3iof, Bellaldeo, king of that country, was fovereign of the king-

doms of Canara, Myfore, and Travancore, together with Tanjore*

Marava, and Madura :];. To fecure his wealth and family in the

mountains, whilft he oppofed the Mahommedans in the plain

country, he built the city of Bigenagur §, about a hundred and

eighty geometrical miles to the fouth-eaft from Goa ||.

The new city, becoming the capital, communicated Its name to

the dominions of Bellaldeo ; which, for fome centuries, were diftin-

guiflied by the title of the empire of Bigenagur. When the Decan

was loft to the crown of Delhi in 1347, the dependence of the tri-

butary Rajahs palled to the new fovereignties, ereded by the Mogul

mercenaries, who had revolted. The intermediate hiftory of the

Carnatic, between the revolt and the middle of the fixteenth cen-

tury, is involved in darknefs, which has not hitherto been pene-

trated. In the year 1565, Bigenagur was attacked, by the united

force of the four Mahommedan princes of the Decan ^. Having

defeated the king in battle, they entered and plundered his capital

;

and though they did not retain their conquefts, the diftradtions

which followed their vidory broke the empire to pieces, and di-

vided the country among many chiefs, who afliimed the indepen-

• Thcvenrt's Travels, part iii, &c.

+ Doiv, vol. i.

} De I'aria, vol.i. p.(,5,&c.yoI.ii.p.83— i^z.

8

§ Dow, vol. i.

II
Letires Edifiantes, torn, xxiii,

f Dc Faria, p. 2j2.

dence
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dence of foverelgns *. But notwithflanding this temporary diflolu- CHAP.
tion of the empire, all its provinces feem to have been united under ' /-—

'

one king in 1^97. This prince, wrhom we only know by the disfi-

gured name of Wentakapati, kept his court at Kande-Gheri -}-,

three miles from the famous Pagoda at Tripeti, and fifty-three to

the north-eaft of Arcot. His anceflors were faid to have compre-

hended within their dominions all the countries from Goa to Cape

Comorin; but it appears that, lately, the Naigs of Travancore, Ma- Rcvokoftife

dura, Tanjore, and Gingee, had thrown off the yoke of their fo- dn^, Tan-

vereign, the king of the Carnatic J.
^'^'^'

Nothing of importance is recorded concerning the Carnatic from ^"'!f^ V^T" ^ ° queft of the

this period forward, till its entire conqueft by the Mahommedans, ^""laiic

about the middle of the feventeenth century. The kings of Bija-

pour and Golconda, offended with the Rajah for refufing fuccours

againfl Shaw Jehan, and defirous to fiipply the wafte made by the

war in their own treafures by the wealth of the Carnatic, invaded

that country with all their forces. The king of Bijapour, having

entered it through the mountains, feized Velore, which was then

the capital, and having taken Gingee and feveral other places of

firength, penetrated as far as Porto Novo and the cape of Negapa-

tam. The famous Amir Jumla, who made afterwards fo great a

figure under the emperor Aurungzebe, led the troops of Golconda,

and feized the provinces along the coaft of Coromandel. The war

began in 1650, and lafted fix years, before the Mahommedans re-

duced the Carnatic and its dependencies, with all their flrong for-

treffes, into the form of a province.

In his expedition into the Carnatic, and the conqueft of that ^ '^\^.
* ' yuarrti be-

country. Amir Tumla acquired much wealth for his mafter, but ,'*^«^" ''"=
,

•' -^ ' king of rel-

more for himfelf. Cuttub, wifliing to pofTefs a larger portion of li'igana and
Amir Jumla.

* Cajfar Frederic's Voy. apud Purchas, Letters, p. 7-c— Sj'i.

vol. ii. p. 17 t E^ill. de I'-eb. Japan, et Indie, ab Hayo

f VideLetties Ediiiantes, paffim.—Jefuit's Collect. p».774— 803,.

G z the
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the fpoil, had raifed the fears of Jumla, who prudently gained the

fricndfhip and claimed the proteQion of Aurungzebe, who com-

manded for his father Shaw Jehan in the neighbouring countries.

"When Jumla withdrew himfelf from the fervice of Cuttub, that

prince imprifoned his fon, as the beft hoftage for his father's return.

The influence of Jumla turned the arms of the Moguls againft his

old mafter. Mahommed, the eldefl: fon of Aurungzebe, was en-

trufted with the management of this war ; a brave, a haughty, and

an obftinate youth, not to be fwayed from his purpofe, either by

argument or fear. He entered the dominions of Cuttub, who in-

ftantly paid the arrears of his tribute, and releafed the fon of Jumla;

but the wealth of that lord he ftill retained. Mahommed ftormed

Hydrabad. He defeated Cuttub before the old city of Golconda.

Cuttub threw himfelf in vain at the feet of the vi£tor, till he pro-

duced his daughter Rizla. Her beauty foftened the rigour of Ma-

hommed ; and a peace was concluded which f-arce left any thing

but the title of prince to the unfortunate Cuttub *.

Whilft the fovercign of Telllngana was reduced to this abjed con-

dition, a fimilar fate hovered over the head of tbe king of Bijapour.

Upon the death of Adil Shaw, his fon, without afking the permif-

mifTion of his lord paramount, mounted his father's throne. This

condudl: was highly refcnted by Shaw Jehan, who confidered Bija-

pour as an appendage of his empire. Jumla, who had been appoint-

ed vifier, was ordered with an army to depofe the fon of Adil. Au-

rungzebe, who commanded in the province of Chandez, joined the

vifier with his forces. That prince took the ftrong city of Bidcr

by aflault, where he found all the wealth of Bijapour. He de-

feated the young king before Kilburga ; he befiegcd and took the

place by afTault. The young king threw himfelf at the feet of the

vidlor, who permitted him to remain governor of his own domi-

* Dow, vol. iii. p. 205— 206.

4 nions,
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nions, upon paying the expences of the war, together with a fettled chap.

annual tribute, amounting to 1,875,0001. of our money; and, to » v—-^

fecure the allegiance and tribute of Bijapour, Mogul garrifons were

placed in all the ilrong places within the kingdom *. Aurungzcbe

had fettled the affairs of the Decan with fuch prudence and ability

that the fouthern provinces remained quiet under the government of

his fecond fon Mahommed Mauzim, during the civil wars, which

ended in placing him on the throne of the Moguls.

At this period of the hiftory of the Decan, we are left to wander
\vre,ched

without a p-uide, or to the uncertain light furniftied by travellers, ftateofCoi-

who had neither leifure, nor, perhaps, abilities to inquire into pall Tellingana.

revolutions. The peace concluded with Mahommed, the fon of

Aurungzebe, in 1656, had been fo humiliating and unfavourable

to the kingdom of Te]lin2:ana, that the monarch was ftript of au- T^^ P'J""o a ' ir ftript of his

thority in his own dominions, and his country expofed to invafion. authority.

The ambaffador of Aurungzebe, at the court of his tributary, af- 1667.

fumed the ftate, and pofTefled the power of a fovereign. He com- amb iTador

manded, threatened, inflided punilhments, gave pafs-ports, without
evrrniiing."

either meafure or fear of controul. The fpirits of Cuttub having

fallen with the lofs of his authority, he abandoned the reins of go- thc king

vernment, and fhut hlmfelf up in his palace ; being unwilling to rei s ot go-

expofe to public view that wretched figure, a king deprived of all
'='""'^"'*

influence and power. This feclufion of the monarch brought dif-

trefs upon his people. The tyranny of the nobles was without Dinrefsofthe

controul ; the additional imports, on account of the heavy tribute to

the Mogul, the difadvantages of a government which opprefled,

without being able to protedt, the fubjcd, had rendered the people They wffh for

melancholy and difcontented, " breathing after nothing but the
^j^gjf.'

""'

juft, at leaft firm and equal government of Aurungzebe f." The Bjap>urin

kingdom of Bijapour had been reduced to the fame wretched Ihte
w,eic"edcon-

dicon.

• Dow, vol. iii. p. 207, 208, 209. t Bernier's Hid. of the Mogul Empire, p. 6c.

of
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of dependence in the year 1657, retaining nothing but the name of

a ftate; its ftrong-holds in the pofTeflion of the Moguls; and the

country, befides the ufual revenue paid to its prince, groaning under

a tribute of near two millions fterling, no part of which ever re-

turned.

Bijajour ^^ J 66 7, Adil *, the king of Bijapour, made a feeble effort to

Tffonf^l^-'^'^
extricate himfelf from the yoke of the Moguls, and the unfupport-

depcndence. able tribute which he paid. Defeated in the field, and befieged in

his capital by Dilere Chan the Imperial general, he was on the

point of furrendering, when the jealoufy which Shaw Allum, the

eldeft fon of Aurungzebe, entertained againft Dilere, faved the

Abfoiutecon- unfortunate Adil, for the time, from deftrudlion
-f-.

But the peace

quell of Biju- which fuccecdcd threw him back into his former intolerable condi-
pour,

tion, under which his kingdom languifhed, till it was relieved,

near twenty years after, by an abfolute conqueft. Aurungzebe,

more to keep his army in adion, than on account of any frefli efforts

made by the wretched Adil, to render himfelf free, deprived him, ia

the year 1686, of the fhadow of fovereignty which he had left him

andGokon- "^^'" thirty years before. Golconda fliared the fame fate in 1687.

^»- Both kings being brought prifoners to the Imperial camp, their

kingdoms were annexed, as provinces, to the empire.

• This was theeeneral name of the whole Mahommedan race, who reigned at Bijapour,-

t Dow, vol. iii. p. 585, 380.

CHAP.
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CHAP. III.

A Summary of the Hijlory of the Carnatk and its De-

pendencies
y from 1686 to 1756.

THE conqueft of the kingdoms of Bijapour and Golconda, to- C H a p.

gether with their dependencies, inverted Aurungzebe with the < ^
fovereignty of the whole peninfula, as far as Cape Comorin ; fo that of Bijapou?

his empire had no other boundary, but the ocean, towards the ^"vg^ed a"-^*

fouth. The petty ftates and provinces of the Decan were either
'""gzebevvich

* ' -T thefovereign-

tributary or fubjed to one or other of thofe kings, whom he had 'x of ^^^ ^^'

fubdued * ; and, by the right of abfolute conqueft, he became the

heir of the allegiance of their dependents and fubjeds. There were Only feme

fonie Rajahs, in the vaft mountains, which feparate the two coafts, remained in-

who ftill governed their own people f; yet it is doubtful, whether thTmcun-'"

they owed their fecurity more to the inacceffiblenefs, than to the
"'"'"

poverty of their dominions. The princes, who poflefled the plain

country, had been greater objeds of plunder, and had lefs the

means of defence. Where they happened to be near the feat of the

governments eftabliflied by the conquerors, they were fometimes de-

prived of all authority in their dominions, which were reduced to

the form of provinces. Where they lay at a diftance, they were The tenure of

permitted to govern their people, upon paying a fettled tribute,
Ivhj^tfrened

performing military fervice, and owning themfelves, in all public '•^ep'='''»

deeds, dependents and fubjeds.

• Harris, vol. ii, p. 6^0. f Ibid.

During
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During the remaining part of the reign of Aurungzebe, the

Dccan enjoyed its proportion of that regular and firm government,

in"he Decan. which the great talents and authority of that prince had eftablifhed,

in his extenfive dominions. He feems to have paiTed the greateft

portion of his time, within the limits or on the frontiers of his new

conquefts ; and, from a jealoufy of the ambition of his fons, to have

17C7. fpent his old age in the field. On the 21ft of February 1707, he

rungzebe.
* ^icd at Ahmcdnagur, in the province of Dowlatabad, after he had

lived ninety and reigned fifty lunar years. Imitating the Mahom-

medan kings of Golconda, who, laying claim to the fovereignty of

all the Decan, had affumed the title of Nizam-ul-Muluch, or

'' Regulators of the Country," he dignified his governor-general of

the fouthern provinces with that pompous name ; and his youngeft

fon Nizam, fon Mahommed Cambuckfla appears to have enjoyed it at his death.

The death of Aurungzebe opened a frefh fcene of contefl: for the

'707- throne of the Moguls. His eldefl fon, Mahommed Mauzim, then
Mahommed

_

Mauzim betwccn feventy and eighty years of age, having defeated Azim

throne.bythe Shaw the fecond fon, who was fixty-feven, affumed the imperial

hddkr°shaw. tl'gnity, under the title of Bahader Shaw J. Soon after the accef-

He defeats fion of this prince, he marched to the Decan; and defeating his

Nizam." ^ youngeft brother, who had adted as Nizam or governor general of

that country, took him prifoner ia Hydrabad, where he died of his

wounds.

'7'2- Upon the death of Bahader Shaw in the year 17 12, his eldeft
jehandar ^
Shaw fuc- fon, Jehandar Shaw, having, by the aid of Zulfukar Chan, overcome
teeds his

. ^
father. hls brothers, mounted the throne. But, being murdered by the famous

dcred by the Seids, within the year, he was fucceeded by his nephew, the fon of

b'u'^ceedcd by Azim-ul-Shaw, who affumed the title of Mahommed Ferochfere. In

FerocTlile''
^^^ ''^'S" °^ *^^^ prince, Cutulich Chan, better known to Europeans

by the title of his office, the Nizam, feems to have obtained the ii\i-

X Gcmelli, p. 220. Dow's Iliftory of the Decline of the Moguls.

bahfhip
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bahfhip of the Decan, upon the death or removal of Daood Chan; ^ ^\^ ^^

and this government, or rather fovereignty, he held for more than '—-»——

»

thirty years. Ferochfere, after a reign of fix years, being confined

and murdered by the brothers, who had raifed him to the throne, '"^°'- ^''<'

' murdered.

was fucceflfively follow^ed by two other unfortunate princes of the

race of Aurungzebe §. The firft of thefe had fcarcely tafted of

royalty, before he fell a facrifice to the jealoufy and ambition of the

fadion, who had placed him on the throne ; and the fecond may,

perhaps, be faid to have only efcaped the hands of the affaffin, by

dying a natural death, a few days after his acceflion f

.

Mahommed, the fon of Jchan Shaw, grandfon of Bahader Shaw, 1718,

and great-grandfon of Aurungzebe, mounted the throne of Delhi, shaiv.""""^

in the year 1718. Having cut off the two Seids, who had raifed^

dethroned, and murdered fo many princes, inftead of endeavouring

to reftore the vigour, which the empire had loft, he refigned himfelf Hisindo-

to indolence and the enervating pleafiares of the Haram. An unfet-
^"'^^'

tied fucceffion, and the confufions arlfing from fo many revolutions, Theconfu-

encouraged the Nabobs of the remote provinces to pay little atten-
i'°g revoiu/

lion to the mandates of a government, which poflefled neither "°"'
^j|['^°'''

•

fteadinefs nor ftrength to enforce its own commands. The moft vernorsof

_ _
prorinces to

powerful, the moft artful, and, perhaps, the moft ambitious of thofe render them-

governors, was the Nizam, who had, for feveral years, commanded pendent;

all the provinces of the Decan. Being fenfible of the debility of the fheNyanfof

empire, he maintained a great ftanding army, under pretence of 'lie D'^"n.

awing the Marattas ; but his real defign feems to have been, to

found an independent kingdom for himfelf, in the fouthern pro-

vinces, after the example of Haflen Caco Bernini, who mounted a

throne at Kilburga, in 1347 %.

^ Raffeili-ul-Diijat and RafTelh-iil-Dowlat. fDow's Decline of the Mogul Empire, p. 4.

J Dow's Decline of the iVJogui Empire, p. 7.

H The
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The Nizam, though bent upon royalty, was too prudent to break

forth uito open rebellion, till time and circumftances ftiould render

the power of the declining empire ftill lefs formidable. He, there-

fore, preferred art to force. Having failed in his fchemes of be-

coming fole minifler to Mahommed, he invited the famous Nadir

Shaw to Hindoftan. The misfortunes, diftrefles, and calamities,

which that fierce invader brought upon an empire already haftening

to its decline, are foreign to the purpofe of the prefent difquifition.

The artifice of the Nizam fucceeded to the utmoft extent of his de-

fign. When Nadir Shaw evacuated Hindoflan, the management of

affairs fell entirely into his hands. He nominated his creatures to

the governments of the various provinces. He continued the Vizir,

as he was conneded with his family by double ties of afhnity ; and

he raifed his own fon, Ghazi-ul-dien Chan, whom he had left in the

government of the Decan, to the office of captain-general of the

Imperial armies. Without the name, he poffefTcd the power of king,

w^hilfl the indolent Mahommed languifhcd under the faded enfigns

of defpifed royally *.

Whilfl the Nizam carried every thing before him at Delhi, fome

revolutions in the Carnatic, which had partly fprung from his own

intrigues, turned his eyes towards his government, on which that

province of the empire was immediately dependent. To explain the

caufes of thofe revolutions, vi'hich formed the foundation of the

power and iniliience of the Britifti nation in Hindoftan, we muft; re-

cur to fads, further back in point of time, than fome of thofe al-

ready related.

The Nizam or Viceroy of the Decan, being accountable to the

empire for the whole government of that extenfivc country, was in-

vcfled with a power of appointing deputies in the various provinces.

• Dow'» Decline, paffim.

It
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It appears, however, that Aurungzebe had retained, during his reign, C H A i'.

that prerogative in his own hands, with refpedl to the Carnatic. v /—-y

The firft Nabob he appointed was Zulfukar Chan, who afterwards

obtained the high oiEce of Buckfhi, or paymafter-general of the

forces, under the Emperor Bahadcr Shaw. Zulfukar was fucceeded

in the government of the Carnatic by Daood Chan. In the year

1 7 10, SadatuUa Chan obtained the Nabobfhip, which he held, with

reputation, till his death in ly^z'f. Having no iflue male, he

adopted the two fons of his brother ; Dooft Ali, who fucceeded him

in the Nabobfhip ; and Bakir Ali, whom he had appointed to the

government of Velore, which had been the capital, when the pro-

vince was conquered by the kings of Bijapour and Golconda. When
Dooft Ali acceded to the government, upon the death of his uncle

Sadatulla, his fon Sipadar Ali was arrived at man's eftate; and, to

ftrengthen the ties of blood by thofe of affinity, he gave one of his

daughters to his nephew, Mortaz Ali, the fon of Bakir Ali ; and

another to Chunder-Saheb, a near but more diftant relation.

In the Carnatic, as well as in every province of the Mogul empire, So"ie Gentco... chiefs left in

the conquerors h^id left, in poueffion of their territories, feveral Ra- poffeffion of.,, ,.-, . ,•! 1 their rutiie
jahs and petty chiers, who, upon paying an annual tribute, and territories.

owning themfelves fubjeds, were permitted, not only to govern

their people, but even to entertain a ftanding force, to add authority

and dignity to their government. The moft confiderable of thofe

dependent chieftains, were the Rajahs, or rather the Naigs *, of

Tritchinopoly and Tanjore. The chief of the former dying in the Tritchino-

year 1736, a difpute arofe about the fucceflion ; and, to fettle it, and its n^ti've

the Nabob fent an army, under the condu£t of his fon Sipadar fxtln^uT/hed.

Ali, and his fon-in-law and relation Chunder Saib. The latter,

having feized the capital by a ftratagem, extinguifhed the power of

the natives ; and, having affiimed the government in his own per- "''''^ h
•

.
Chunder
Sjib.

f Orme, vol. i. p. 37. • Epd. de Reb. Japan. & Indic, ab Hayo collefl. p. 774—803.

H 2 fon.
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The Nabob,
Doort Ali,

defeated anJ
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Maratias.

1740.

May 20th.

The Marat-

tas bribed to
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They return

and ta'-e

Triichino-

poly.

fon, but in the name of the Nabob, fortified himfelf againfl thj

power of -a maftcr, whofe authority he ftill pretended to own f.

Things remained in a ftate of tranquillity, for three years j but

in 17^0, new and dangerous enemies appeared upon the frontiers of

the Carnatic. Thefe were the Marattas, being privately urged againft

DoofI: Ali by the Nizam, whom the trotibles of the empire and aii

attention to the prefervjltion of the power, which he had acquired ifi

the management of affairs, had detained, for feveral y^ai-s, at l^elhi.

Dooft Ali, endeavouring to oppofc the enemy in the palTes of Da-

mal-cherri, was defeated and flain, together with his fbn Haflen-

Ali. The eldeft fon of the Nabob, Sipadar Ali, who had not been

prefent in the a£lion, retired to Vellore ; and Chunder Saib, who

had entertained hopes of the government, Ihut himfelf up in Trit-

chinopoly. The enemy ravaged the country, without controul ;

till they were bribed to retreat by Sipadar Ali, with the promife of

one hundred lacks, to be paid at ftated times. As a fecurity for the

payment of this enormous fum, it was privately ftipulated, that they

fhould be put in pofleflion of the fort and territory of Tritchino-

poly, which Chunder-Saib then held, as a kind of property if.

Six months after their retreat, the Marattas returned to the Car-

natic, in confequence of the private article in the treaty with Sipa-

dar Ali, which had ceded to them Tritchinopoly. Chunder-

Saib, having fuftained a fiege of three months, was obliged to fur-

render at difcretlon, on the 26th of March 1741. Sipadar Ali, in

dread of the Nizam, the determined enemy of all authority,^umed
without his cbnfent, took up his refidence at Vellore^ then pofl'eired

by his coufin Mortaz Ali, as the heir of his father Bakir All. The

Nabob, by airefrmg Mortaz Ali, with a part of the ranfom due to

the Marattas, had imprudently alarmed the avarice and rouzed the

rcfcntment of that profligate man. The confequence Was, that on

t Ornif, vo'. i. p, 38. X Dow's Decline of the 'Moguls, p. 31.

the
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Odobcr J 742, the inifoitunate Sipadai- Ali wa

nated, by the procurement of Mortaz Ali, who proclaimed himfclf <-

Nabob of the Carnatic, But a general mutiny arifing, the murderer sipadai Ali

was obliged to ily, in a female drefs ; and Mahommed, the Ton of
=*"'""'" ^'''''•

Sipadar Ali, though ftill an infant, was raifed to the governmenff".

The Nizam, roufed, at length, by thefe revolutions, quitted Delhi, j-43.

and arrived at Hydrabad, the feat of his government. Marching
,„trchcs into

from that city, with a powerful army, he entered the Carnatic,
''"^Carnatic.

feized the perfon of Mahommed, nominated Abdalla Chan, general Appoints

of his forces. Nabob of Arcot, obtained poffeiFiOn of the city of theNabob-

Tritchinopoly, by means of a fum of money paid to the Marattas ; '^'

and entirely fettled the affairs of the Carnatic, without drawin"; the
. . . .

Auguft.

fword §. The new Nabob, having left one of his dependents in the

government, accompanied the Nizam to Golconda. Preparing to

return. in March 1744, he was found dead in his bed. Anwar-ul- ij^^.

dien, father to the prefent Nabob, who fucceeded Abdalla in his whodies.and

governnient, has been accufed, by fome malicious writers, of having by Anwar-ui-

been acceflary to a death, by which he profited. The afperfion

feems to have had its fole foundation in the idle tales of a fufpicious

vulgar. Thefe tales, however, have been fmce impofed upon the

world, as matters of fad, by the enemies of the family of Anwar-

ul-dien ; who, either fwayed by intereft, hired by party, or

warped by paflion, revenge themfelves of the living, by raking up

the allies of the dead.

Anwar-ul-dien was far advanced in years, when he received the some account

government of Arcot, from the hands of the Nizam. To advan-
an.i hfe'Tf the

tagea, feldom found among thofe Mahommedans, who make a ""^'^ Narob.

figure in the courts of the Eaft, he added nobility of birth, and

experience and valour in war. His family, lineally fprung, from

•j- Dow's Decline of the Moguls, p. 33. Orme, vol, i. p. 5c.

§ Dow and Orme, ubi fupra.

3 Omar,
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CHAP. Omar :}:, the firft Caliph, had fignallzed themfelves in the fer-

«
,

' vice of the princes of the Mogul race, before they defcend-

ed from the mountains of Afganiftan into the plains of

India. His father, having diftinguiflied himfelf, by his erudition

and piety, acquired the favour and experienced the munificence of

the Emperor Aurungzebe -f ; who gave him a confiderable eftate,

and conferred upon him the office of Duan of the province of

Patna. He himfelf had pafled, in the courfe of a long life, through

various important trufts and public employments. He had fuccef-

fively held the governments of Kurra-Jehanabad, Cambay, and

Putlad ; and he had been Nabob of the provinces of Yalore and

Raja-Mundrum, for many years *.

The Nizam The Nizam was fo far from fufpeding i^nwar-ul-dien of having
confers on

/- • i rr i i

him the been inftrumental in the death of his predeceuor, that he committed

of the fon'of to his guardianfliip and care, Mahommed the young fon of Sipadar
sipadarAii.

^jj^ ^j^^ j^^^ Nabob. That youth, as the defcendant of Sadatulla,

was fo much beloved in the provinces, which his family had fo long

governed, that the Nizam had probably defigned to appoint him to the

Nabobfliip after the death of Anwar-ul-dien, then in the decline of

life. The Nabob arriving in his government, in the month of April

, , 1744, placed Mahommed in the palace of Arcot, where he waswhom he ' ^~ ^ '^

treats wiih treated with kindnefs, and maintained with fplendor. He had fcarce
kincnefs, and

maintains remained two months in that happy fituation, when a band of dif-
with magni-

. r n* *!•
ficcnce. charged Patans, either by the procurement ot Mortaz Ali, who had

murdered his father, or rather exafperated by affronts, received from

Mahommed's attendants, put a period to his life, by afTaflinating

A
'"''+, him in the hall of public audience. The Nizam, foon after the death

Anwar- i.l- »

ditninveiud ^f Mahommcd, inverted Anwar-ul-dien with all the legal authori-
wiih all Ifj^al

' °
authiruicsas tics of government, by fending him a full and regular cominiflion
Nabob. ° > J b o

J Nabob's Account of his Family. t Orme, vol. i, p. 52. • IbiJ. p. 5^.

5 for
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for the Nabobfliip of Arcot +> under the fandion of the Court of C h A p.^ '

111.,

Delhi §.

Havine; explained the general ftate of the Carnatic, and enume- Fafls relative

° ' ° to the de-

rated its general revolutions, it may not be improper to deduce, from pendent pro-

former times, fome fads relative to the dependent provinces, fitu-

atcd within its bounds. The country of Tritchinopoly with its ca- Tritchino-
' * ^_ poly.

pital, and Madura, as depending upon it, with its territory, though Madura,

formerly tributary to the Mahommedans, had not fallen entirely into

their hands, till the year 1736, as has been already related. The

next, in fituation and extent, is the province of Tanjore, which has Tanjore.

been, of late, as much the fource of altercation among party-writers*

as it has been an obje£t of conteft between parties. A brief ftate of

the hiftory of that country will throw light on a fubjed, which,

though it has been much difcuffed, is hitherto little known.

The province of Tanjore forms the figure of a triangle, one fide Defcnption of

. that province.

of which ftretches itfelr for feventy mues, along the weliern fliore

of the bay of Bengal. The river Coleroon, the name given to the

largeft branch of the Cavery, delineates the northern boundaries ; and

its limits are terminated on the fouth, partly by the fea, beyond

Cape Negapatam, and partly by the country of the two Marawars.

Near the weftern angle, within twenty miles of Tritchinopoly, is

fituated the capital, bearing the name of the country ; which, like

many other places of ftrength in India, was originally no more

than a fortified Pagoda. The river Cavery, rifing in the mountains

of Malabar, and after a courfe of four hundred miles, pafling near

Tritchinopoly, is divided by art, and not by nature, into numerous

branches, and having watered the country, falls, *by many mouths,

into the bay of Bengal. This circumftance, which gives fertility to

Tanjore, muft have always rendered it dependent on its neighbours;

as the artificial bank, near Coiladdy, which diverts the Cavery from

\ Orm;, vol. i. p. 60, ^ Nabob's Papers, pafljm.

its
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CHAP, its natural couiTe, into other channels, lies beyond the limits of the
III,

.

.'

v.^ .. 1 province.

Subjeatothe The province of Tanjore formed anciently a part of the exten-

cvnrfic!"' five kingdom of Bigenagur, a name impofcd upon the Carnatic, in

the fourteenth century of our -sera *. An inferior officer, by the
;Go»erned by

. , ^ ,

jiNaig, title of Naig, governed the country. When tne power ot the

kingdom of Bigenagur was entirely broken, and its capital taken,^

towards the end of the fixteenth century f, by the united force of

the Mahommedan princes of the Dccan, the Naig of Tanjore, to-

aboutthe gether. With thofc of Madura, Tritohinopoly, and Gingee, revolted
year i^7c.

^^^^ ^^^j^ ancient lord ij:. But in the year 1597, we fuid the pro-

•597- vinces of Bigcnaeur united again under one monarch § ; fo that the
But is cither O o c

reduced en- revolted Naigs muft either have been entirely reduced, or, at Icaft,
tirely.ormade

, • r a
tributary. have becomc tributary to their rormer matter.

,6,0. ^n this ftate Tanjore feems to have remained, till the entire reduc-

Thekingof
J £• ^^ Carnatic, by the Mahommedan kings of Bijapour and

Eijnpour con- ' ' u j i

quers the Golcoiida, in the year 1650 11. Adil Shaw, croffing the mountains
Carnatic, '

i , •
i i

with his army, feizcd Vellore, and then Kande-ghen, the capitali

together with the ftrong fortrefs of Gingee. Purfuing his conquefts,

he took all the places of ftrength, between Gingee and the Cole-

fogetiier with
^qqj^ ^j^a paffing that river, feized Tanjore, reducing the whole

Tanjore. "^ °

country, from Porto Novo to Cape Negapatam ^.

The Naigs of Notwithftanding this conquefl, the Naigs fecm to have been in-

S°fe*udal dulged, as feudatories, with the pofleflion of their former govern-

tories. ments ; which, by the fame tenure, they tranfmitted to their pofte-

tity. When Aurungzcbe conquered the kingdoms of Bijapour and

Golconda, in the years 1686 and 1687, the allegiance of their de-

* Dow, v(l. i. I
The war continued till id^S. Dow,

f AI)out ihc year 1565. vol. iii.

J Epill. dc Reb. Japan. & InJic, »h llayo ^I Tlicvenot, pirt 2, p. 9:, Ac, Tavernicr,

colltfl. p. 774. 803, Si (cq. pan 2, p. 66. Lcinicr, part 2, S^c, kc.

§ Vide Jcl'ujis Epilllcs, pailim.

pendents,
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pendents, and, among others, that of the Naig of Tanjore, was ^ ^- :^
^'•

or ought to have been transferred to the empire of the Moguls. ^ '

Some time after the reduction of the kingdom of Biiapour, one _ ?^'^:.

Ecko-ji, and other Marattas, fervants to the dethroned king, fled, ed by i.:cko-

ji, a Maratta

with a few troops, from the perfecution of the Moguls, and efta- adveirurer.

bliflied themfelves at Gingee, in the Carnatic. Some differences

fubfifting, at that time between Wagira, the Naig of Tanjore, and

Trimul, Naig of Madura and Tritchinopoly, the former applied to

Ecko ii for afliftance. But the treacherous Maratta feized the go- He treache-

-• " rou.ly expels

vernment, which he had been called to defend. The unfortunate the former

Naig.

Wagira was forced to fly and to take refuge in Seringpatnam, the

capital of Myfore *. This revolution, in the government of Tan-

jore, happened about the year 1 696 -f*.

Ecko-ii, not content with his acquifition of Tanjore, began to ^-'^''^/son

extend his territories, and to give afliftance to rebels, againft the vengeance of

Empire :}:, though he owned himfelf its fubje£t. His death, which *"

happened about the year 1702, transferred the vengeance, prepar-

ing for him by the Moguls, to his fon and fucceflbr, Shaw-ji or

Sahu-ji, Aurungzebe, refolving to bring the Carnatic to an entire

fubjedion to his government, ordered his youngeft fon Mahommed

Cambuckfli, Afliid Chan, who became Vizir in the next reign, and

Zulfukar Chan, whom he appointed Nabob of the Carnatic, to

march into that province, to appeafe tumults, to expel the Marat-

tas, and to eftablifli regular government in the country. The Mo-

guls, having taken Gingee, Velore, and all other places of ftrength

to the north of the Coleroon, Zulfukar Chan, with a part of the

army, carried the war into Tanjore. Shaw-ji, with his capital, fell

» Wagira had a fon Chimgu] Mutdafs, whofe on the fpot, and now in the hands of the Au-

fon, the grandfon of Wagira, the expelled thor of this Difquifition.

Naig, is ftiU living in, or near, Seringap:itnam. J Culnamma of Zulfukar Cawn. Nabob's

f Authentic MS. Account of Tanjore, taken Papers, vol, i. p. 41.

I into
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CHAP. ;,ito the hands of Zulfukar. Eut a fortunate incident reftored him

y. -
,/

' not only to his liberty, but to his government *.

Death of The death of Aurungzebe, which happened at Ahmcdnagur, on
Aurunjizehe

. „ . . ...
occafions a the 7th of February 1707, involved the Empire in a civil war.

Two of his fons Mahommed Mauzim, who afterwards allumed the

title of Bahadar Shaw, and Mahommed Azcm, difputing for the

fucccflion, took the field with two powerful armies. Zulfukar

Chan, Nabob of the Carnatic, favoured the claim of Mauzim, who

raifed him to ihe office of Buckftii, or paymafter-general of the

Tanjore re- forces, whcn he acquired pofleffion of the throne 'f.
The Nabob,

Na^K.'°'"
willing to join the arms of his patron, refolved to releafe Shaw-ji,

and to replace him in his government, upon paying large prefcnts to

himfelf, as well as confiderable fums to the State.

The condi- The oftcnfible conditions, on which Shaw-ji was reftored, are

it wIsTefloJ-
contained in a paper, already in the hands of the Public |. He

*^* agreed to pay, according to the cuftom of India, the expences of

the war, and an annual tribute of thirty lacks of rupees § ; twenty

lacks to be paid down at the figning of the agreement, together

•with jewels and elephants. He was, at the fame time, obliged to

deliver up all the forts and diftrids, which he had taken from his

neighbours. In confideration of the fubmiffion, tribute, and pre-

fents of Shaw-ji, he was, for the firft time, dignified with the

title of Kajah ; an honour conferred upon him, by the Emperor'

He received, befides, a legal confirmation of the Zemindary of

Tanjore
II,

which he had wreftcd, by treachery, from the former Naig.

• Rous's Appendix, No. VI. p. 70. is a fixed cunom, among the great Rajah', to

•\ GemeKi. put the tide of Rajah on their chops; but nei-

X Culnamma, Nabob's Papers, vol, i, Ap- iher Erko ji nor the other Maratta Naigs of

pendix. Tanjore ever put that title on their chops. In

§ 375,000 1. the country of Tanjore, and even in the Naig's

II
Culnamma, ubi fupra. own family, from Ecko-ji toTuljagee, who has

MS. Hiftory of the Revolutions of Tanjore. been lately reftored, their own people called.

Jn all the countiies and provinces of India, it ihcm only Duans, or colltdors of the revenue.

Though
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Though Shaw-jf, the eldeft fon of Ecko-ji, enjoyed the enfigns C ii A p.

of government, he poflefled not the whole territories of Taniore. - ^
T* ' A'

Thefe were divided between him and his brothers Shurfa-ji and videdbetween

Tucko-ji. Shaw-jl held the capital and its diftrift ; Shurfa-ji pof-
J.'fVi'o-j?"*

feiTed Madeopatnam ; and Tucko-ji, Punda Nellore. Upon the

death of Sha\v-ji, without iffue, his brother Shurfa-ji obtained the

title of Naig, and the dominion of Tanjore ; but his brother Tucko-ji,

by his intrigues, kindled the flames of a civil war. Both the bro-

thers died foon after; Shurfa-ji, without lawful iflue ; but Tucko-ji

left a fon, Baba-Saib, who fucceeded to the government of Tanjore.

BabaSaib did not long furvive his acceffion to that dignity, and,

having left no ilTue, and the fon of his brother Nana, being ftill an A difputed

infant, his widow was dignified with the titles of government,

whilft Seid, the commander of the fort, polTefled the whole power.

But fhe was foon diverted of even the appearance of authority, and

thrown into prifon. Seid raifed a real or pretended fon of Shurfa-ji,

to the office of Naig ; but that wretched figure foon fell a facrifice

to the rage or convenience of his maker, Sahu jee, the fon of

Tucko-ji, was then placed in the government; but either his own

incapacity, or the jealoufy of Seid, deprived him of his authority.

Seid fent for Pretaupa-Sing, natural fon of Tucko ji, who lived in

a dlftreflcd condition at Madeopatnam, and placed him in the

government, in the year 1741. One of the firft ads of authority

executed by Pretaupa-Sing, was the aflaffination of the man to

•whom he owed his elevation *.

The internal troubles, arifing from thefe difputed fucceffions, did The Naigs of

1 r 11 ^ , • rr m r-
T.TIljOre fC-

not prevent the perlons, who happened to be m polTcffion of the ma n long

government, from paying regularly the tribute to the Nabob of Ar-
I'he NTbolT.

cot, or from executing their duty, as feudatories of the empire. °fA'<=°'-

During the Nabobfliip of Daood Chan, and the long government of

• Revolutions of Tsnjore, MS.

I 2 Sadatulla,
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C HA p. Sadatulla, they concluded themfelves, in every refpedl, as dutiful

' « ' fubjedts
-f-.

In the Subahdarry of Dooft-Ali, the Tanjorines exhi-

bited a fpirit of refra£lorinefs and difobedience. He, therefore,

ordered his fon, Sipadar-Ali, to proceed, with a large force, againft

Tanjoretaken them. Having firft broke down the mound near Coiladdy, which
from them by
the Nabob tums thc watcrs of the Cavcry, from their natural courfe, into the

province of Tanjore, he marched into that country, feized the capi-

tal, imprifoned the Naig, placed the government in the hands of his

own preceptor, Meer Affud, and garrifoncd the place with a force>

They recover under the command of Sheik Lutfulla. But that officer, terrified
it at his death.

by the defeat and death of the Nabob, Dooft-Ali, which happened

on thc 20th of May 1740, reftored Tanjore to its former mafters.

When the Nizam came to fettle the affairs of the Carnatic, in 1743,

he fent a detachment of his numerous army, under Abdulla, whom

he had made Nabob of Arcot, to take Tanjore; but Pretaupa-Sing

bought his peace with a fum of money, upon agreeing to increafe

his annual tribute to fifty lacks of rupees 1^.

RecapJtuia- The preceding chain of facHis has, it is hoped, rendered more clear

relative to the a fubje£l hitherto very imperfe<ftly underftood. It appears, that the

pcn°dercecf Mahommcdans acquired that moft indifputable of all rights, the

Tanjore,
right of conqueft, in a regular and folemn war, to the Carnatic and

its dependencies. That the province of Tanjore had always been

confidered a divifion of the Carnatic, and an appendage or rather

a part of its fovercignty. That the Naigs of that country had been

originally the fubjc(3;s of the kings of the Carnatic of the Indian

race. That their allegiance had been transferred, by a particular as

well as a general conqueft, to thc kings of Golconda and Bijapour.

That the Moguls, as thc conquerors of thofe princes, acquired an

undoubted general title to all their claims of dominion, over their

dependents. That, in enforcing that title, they had acquired the ftill

t Rouj'i Appendix, No. VL p. 70. % 6'-s»oool.

more
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more Inconteftible right of particular conqueft to the territory of Tan- ^ ^ /V P.

jore. That the prefent race of Rajahs obtained, by treachery, and not ' /——

'

by war, poffeflion of that country, feveral years after the Moguls had

acquired a right of conqueft to the Carnatic and its dependencies.

That the feizure of Tanjore by Ecko-ji was confidered, as it actually

was, an invafion of the rights of the Moguls. That the emperor,

in affcrtlng thofe rights, ftript the fon of Ecko-ji of his govern-

ment. That his receiving back that government, upon the condi-

tions on which it was received, was eftablifhing a conftitution and

tenure, rendering him, his pofterity and fucceflbrs, vaflals of the

empire. That, by breaking the conditions upon which that con-

ftitution and that tenure were founded, fubfequent Rajahs had been

fubjedled to punifliments, to fines and even to deprivation. That

they owed the continuance of their authority and government to

favourable accidents, and neither to any acquiefcence in their rights,

or opinion of their power.

It has, upon the whole, appeared, that the Rajahs of Tanjore of on the empire

the race of Ecko-ji were, in the ftrideft fenfe of the word, feuda- ° j'^

tories, liable to lofe their territories to their fovereign, upon any

breach of their duty, as fubjeds. It has been fliewn, that the em-

peror of the Moguls was their undoubted fovereign, who governed

them through the medium of his deputy, the Nabob of the Carna-

tic. It has been proved, that the emperor poflelTed various and ir-

refragable titles to their allegiance. That he had been lord para-

mount of their territories, before they wrefted them, by injuftice

and treachery, from the hereditary Naig. That he had acquired a

frefti right to their duty, as fubjeds, in a regular war, which ter-

minated in conqueft. That they thcmfelves had placed that right

beyond the power of cavil, in written teftimonies of their " humi-

liation, fubmiflion, penitence, and dejedion." That, whilft they

acknowledged the condition of fubjeflis, they had performed their

duty
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C HA P. tJuty as fuch, without murmuring, for more than thirty years.

*—-V ' That, when they deviated from their obedience, they were deprived

of their hinds, and even fubjedled to corporal punifhment. That

they were fo far from afTuming the ftate and independence of fove-

reignty, that they folicited and obtained, from the emperor, the

title of Rajah for their family ; and tliat, by this a£t, they not only

acknowledged their dependence on the empire, but likewife, that,

neither by birth nor acquifition, they had any right to that dignity.

T^e Mopul Such was the real ftate of Taniore in the year i 744 thoufrh feme
government

_ _

y / -tt D

tne only ac- late Writers, blinded by zeal, mifled by fadlion, or fwayed by in-

and ef&a.ve tcreft, have creded that province into a kingdom, and encircled the

the C^amatk."
^rows of its Naig with a crown. The truth is, that there was no

acknowledged, no efFedive, no independent, no fovereign power in

the Camatic, at that time, except the Mogul, who had delegated

Anwar-ul- his authority, in a regular and legal manner, to the Nizam. That
dien the legal . _. . _ .,,.«.
rsprefcnt,itiVe viceroy, accordmg to the conftitution of the empire, had mvclted

reigmy.
^ ' Anwar-uldien, in the fame regular and legal manner, with the go-

vernment of the province. All perfons of every nation, and of

every degree, who held lands or purfued trade in that province,

were therefore fubjed to his authority, according to the tenures,

by which they held their pofTefTion, or the privileges, by which

they carried on their commerce. Being inverted with all the autho-

rity of the crown, the Nabob had a right to enforce the performance

of all the duties which fubjeds owe to the fovereign power; and,

in the execution of that high privilege, he naturally involved the

prerogative of making peace and war. Every hoftility, committed

without his confent, muft, therefore, have been an ad of rebellion.

State and ic- The fcrvants of the Eaft-India Company had not yet extended

KnglcihCom- tlieir ambition to the renown attainable by feats of arms. Confined
pany in that vvithin the circle of a few miles of a fandy beach round Madras, the
country. J '

prefidency neither created jealoufy, nor commanded refpcd. Though

7 they
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they had been indulged with the privilege of fortifying themfelves, C II A P.

they had negleded that firft of all duties, felf-defence. They had

works, but fuch as feemed rather built by chance, than defign.

They had baftions, but they were placed contrary to all rule ; and

the curtain was no better than a long, unflanked garden-wall *'. Ill-

provided with implements of war, yet deftitute of fkill and even

courage to ufe the few they poflefled, they naturally trufted their

proteftion to the Moguls, under whofe government they had lived

fo long in fecurity. They, therefore, congratulated, with fincerity,

Anwar-ul-dien, on his arrival in his government. They praifed

his valour, celebrated his wifdom, and hoped every thing from his

juflice ; and they thought themfelves favoured by Almighty God,

by his fending them fo good and juft a governor
-f-.

The intriguing abilities of M. Dupleix, who governed for the Reflexion'^
'^ ,^

.

*'
ihecharaa

French Eafl-India Company at Pondicherry, had already begun to and views of

Ivl . l^uplcix
plan or to forefee the difturbances, which foon after followed, on the

coafl of Cororaandel. The circumfcribed circle of commerce was too

narrow for his talents, too confined for his ambition. Perceiving

the declining ftate of the empire of the Moguls, he wiflied and

hoped for a fhare of its fpoils. With a felf-fufficiency, which is

too often blended with good parts, he forefaw no difficulties which

he thought he could not furmount. Converfant in the character of

the Indians, he had imbibed their fpirit for management and in-

trigue? and, by combining the informations he had received from

various quarters, he hoped to obtain a principal influence in the

affairs of Hindoftan. A defue to gratify his exceffive vanity had

tinftured his mind with avarice ; and the vehement demands of his

ambition had unfettered his mind, from thofe ties of fincerity and

honour, which bind more moderate men. But the paffions, as well

as the talents of M. Dupleix, lay hitherto concealed within the walls

• Commodore Barnet s Account. t Rous's ApfenJlx, No. I.

of
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of Pondlcherry ; where he brooded over his mighty fchemes of con-

quefl;, wiih fcarce three hundred men to defend the place.

War had been declared between Great Britain and France in

1744-, but its operations were not extended to India, till the enfu-

ing year. Some adions, which happened at fea, like moft ren-

counters on that element, were attended by no decifive confequence

;

and nothing was attempted by land, between the two nations, till

The French September 1746. On the third of that month*, a body of French

take Madras, troops, under M. de la Bourdonnais, landed near Madras ; and, on

the tenth, the town furrendered, without killing a man to the ene-

my, and without lofing but five lives, and that by accident, within

Nabob be- jjjg walls. The Nabob, who, as difpofer of peace and war in his
fieges the "^

_

'

French in that own government, had forbidden hoftilities by land, was fo much
place in vain, rr ^ > i riv^i iiir ii i >-ni

offended at the capture or Madras, that he beiieged the place. The

French, by a fpirited effort, defeating his army at St. Thome, drove

them from the field ; and, thus, gained the firft decifive advantage

obtained by Europeans, againft the troops of the Mogul empire,

in the fpace of one hundred years
-f*.

>7+6' The Nabob, irritated at the defeat of his army, refolved to recover

take the field the laurels, which his troops had loft. The French, encouraged by
again t em,

^j^^jj. yiQory, determined to purfue their advantage, by attacking the

Britifli fettlement of Fort St. David. Two bodies of the Mogul forces

took the field, under the Nabob's two fons. Thefe were Mapheus

Chan, and Mahommed Ali ; the latter deflined by the Nizam and

the court of Delhi, to fucceed his father in the government of the

defeatThem? Carnatic. The firft, fetting upon a body of French, defeated them
and fave Fort

near Sadras t. The latter, with a ftill more fortunate effort, fur-

December, prifed and routed their army on its march to beficge Fort St. David.

Their baggage, with fome trophies of war, fell into the hands of

the vidor ; and their whole force retreated, with difgrace and lofs,

• Univerfal Hift, vol, x. p, 176. f Ormc, vol. i. p. 76. t ^bid. p. 79, 80.

2 to
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to Pondlcherry *. Another attempt on the fettlemcnt of Ciiddalore, CHAP,
was dlfappointed, by the determined adherence of the Nahob to -^ ,r—-J

the Company's caufe
-f*.

To form a diverfion for the troops of the The French,

Carnatic, the French carried fire and fword, from Madras, into the carry'fi-'e^and

defencelefs villages around. But, in this expedition, they loft ho- Ca°rltic!°

''"^

nour, and gained nothing but plunder. The Nabob's troops ftill

remained at Fort St. David ; and the mind of that prince " was more

exafperated than before," againft the French caufe ijl.

Notwithftanding thefe obvious, great, and decifive fervices render- party-writers

ed, by the Nabob, to the Company, his conduit has been much

mifreprefented by the prejudices of individuals and the malice of

party. Some profligate writers, either inflamed by palhon them-

felves, or hired by others to inflame and deceive the public, have

not fcrupled to affirm, that Anwar-ul-dien was throughout inimi-

cal § to the Britifli nation. They fay, that " he prohibited the

Britifh fleet from a£ting in the Carnatic :"—He was the governor

of that province, and the guardian of its peace. " He permitted

the French to take Madras :"—Yet he fcnt a meflenger to M. Du-

pleix " exprefling his great furprife at the prefumption of the French

in attacking Madras, and threatening to fend his army thither, if

the fiege was not immediately raifed ||."—Finding that the town had

been unexpededly and even fhamefully furrendered, he refolved to

retake it by force ; and, being dlfappointed, he gave that eff^edual '747-

afliftance, which, by faving Fort St. David, preferved the very ex-

iftence of the Company on the coaft.—The fame writers af-

firm, that the Nabob declined " to aflift the Englifli, in the de-

fence of Fort St. David, till they had ftipulated to pay the ex-

• Orme, vcl. i. p. 83. — Univerfal Hill, to have been purloined from ihofe refpe5>a'-le

,,q]_ X. bodies of men, the American Comniiitees of

f Ibid. p. S4. Safety.

H i^jcj. II

Orme, vol. i. p. 68.

§ This awkward, unanalogical word feems

K pences
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CHAP, pcnces of his army :"—Yet the authority, which they cite for thia

'—

%

' .ifTertion, fays, " the Nabob readily engaged to fend his army to

Fort St. David, on condition that the Englifli would furniQi a^

part of the expence * :"—And why not ? was not the war their

own ?

Jiiiuarj-. The managers of the Company's affairs at honiS, having ncgledt-

of affairs on cd to fend any aififtance whatfoever to their fervants abroad
-f-, their

affairs wore a very gloomy afpedt, on the coafl of Coromandel, in

the beginning of the year 1747. The king's fquadron, which had

performed no fervice of importance, in the preceding year, had

quitted the coafl on the 23d of Augufl I7'^6; and there was no

appearance of its return. The French, to feparate the Nabob froni

the Britilh interefl, had carried a deflrudtive war into the defence-

lefs parts of his dominions; while, at the fame time, they endea-

voured, by management, mifreprefentation, intimidation, and pre-

Nahob mnkes fents, to gain his neutrality. The tranquillity of his government
a peace,

. .

wherein he was the great objeft of Anwar-ul-dien. Though the affairs of the
flipulaceswith _ . . _ y-, • i i r i t

the French, Briiifh Company were not entirely defperate, there was no proba-

bility, without affiftance from Europe, of refloring them to their

former profperity. He, therefore, liflcned to the propofals of the

French ; and, having received near 20,000 1. as an indemnification

for loffes fuftained, he concluded a treaty of peace, in which it was

not to moled »< exprefsly ftipulatcd, that the French (hould give no further mo-
"^

'

'

leflation to the Britifh at Fort St. David ijl." The French, faithlefs

to their flipulation, prepared to attack that fort, in the beginning of

March 1747 §; but they retreated, upon the appearance of the

Britifh Ajuadron, which, being reinforced from Europe, had re-

turned from Bengal
f],

• Ormr, voJ. i, p. 79. % Ibid. p. JO.

t Ibid, p, 8?.
II.
Orme, vol. i. p. 87.

\ Rouj's Appendix, No. I. p. 13.

The



THE EAST- INDIA COMPANY. 67

The Nabob, highly incenfed at the flagrant breach of a treaty fo C H A 1'.

lately concluded, had already begun to make preparations for chaf- < '

tifing the French *. His fon Mahommed Ali, the prefent Nabob in^nfedat^

of the Carnatic, exprefled that attachment, which he has uniformly o^h,'^ ftt*^,!).

exhibited, ever fince, to the Britifli caufe. He affirmed, that it
'^"°"'

was the delay of the return of the fquadron, that induced his father

to conclude the treaty of neutrality. He was incenfed at the breach

of it; and declared, that, " as the French had tranfgrcffed his or- Uncommon

ders, and proceeded againfl; Fort St. David, he would chaftife them. Mihommed

and fend a force to affiil the Britifh, if they required it f." The
Biiu'iu''

prefidency of Fort St. David were fo fenfible of the fincerity of Ma-

hommed Ali, fo grateful for his offered afhftance, that, in the perfon

of their prefident, they returned thanks, in words expreflive of

their thorough perfuafion of his good intentions to ferve the Britifh

nation X-

During the remaining part of 1747, the war between the two ^J"
fufpcnd-

Companies remained fufpended on the coaft of Coromandel. The

fquadron, under Commodore Griffin, being fuperlor to that of the

French, and the force at Pondicherry too weak to encounter the

united power of the Nabob and the Company, both fides remained

quiet, expe£ting fuccours from Europe. The fuccours, however,

did not arrive; and more than one half of the year 1748 pafTed in '74'*

the fame flate of fufpended hoftilities. But on the 29th of July §,

admiral Bofcawen arrived from England, with a reinforcement of Admiral Bof-

. cavvti) lays

land-forces, and with a fquadron of ihips of war; which, when neoewPon.

ioined to thofe already on the coaft, formed the greatefl marine "^^ ^"^'

force, that had ever been feen in the Eaft Indies. The admiral, jwf-

feffing a decided fuperiority, immediately began to a(St offenfivcly,

and laid fiege to Pondicherry. The negligence of the Company's

* Rous's Appendix, No. I. p. 13. I Rous's App. ubi fuprn.

.a. [biJ. § Univetfal Hill, vol. x.

K 2 agentt
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Prefidency.

agents in gaining the neceflary intelligence, the ignorance of the

engineers, and, perhaps, of the admiral in military operations by

land, with various untoward accidents, defeated the fuccefs expc<fted

from fo great an armament. The fiege was railed on the 30th of

September -
. The Britifli retired to Fort St. David ; and the French

magnified the difappointment of their enemies, into a vidory ob-

tained by ihemfelves '[. The treaty of Aix la Chapelle had put an

end to hoftilitics in Europe, in the month of April ; and intelli-

gence of that event arrived in India in November, which terminated,

the war between the two nations.

Admiral Bofcawen remained on the coafl:, for feveral mouths,

after news of the definitive treaty arrived. In February 1749,

Shaw-ji, or Sahu-ji, the lawful fon of Tucko-ji, and grand-

fon of Ecko-ji, who had been expelled from the government of

Tanjore by his illegitimate brother, the noted Pretaupa-Sing J, made

application to Bofcawen, a^ general of his Majcfty's forces in India,

to reflore him to his right. He had alfo made a fimilar application

to the Company's prefident at Fort St. David §. The ojlcnfible terms-

he offered, was the fort and territory of Devi- Gjtah, and the ex-

pences of the war, fliould it be attended with fuccefs. An expe-

dition was undertaken, but the firft operations were direded againfl

Devi-Cotah ;. the objed of the war being more the pofTcfTion of that

place, than the reft.oration of Shaw-ji. A firft attempt, in May;

1749, failed; another fucceeded in the month of June. Pretaupa-

Sing, truRiiig to negociation more than to the fword, foon detached"

the Company's fcrvants from the caufe of the wretched Shaw-ji.

He ceded to the Company Devi-Cotah, with a territory of the an-

nual value of 9000 pagodas. He promi/ed to reimburfe the expence

of the war. The Prcfidcncy, to fave appearances) had requeRed a

• Univcrfal Hift. vol. x.

f Orrae, vol. i. p. jo6.

X Roui's Appendix, No. V. p. *8.

^ Ibid, ubi fupra.

penfion
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penfion of about 4C0I. a year, for *' the right and lawful king" of chap.

Tanjore *. This they thought a handf'ome annual allowance for ' «^—

j

, . L i-> /•
^'ii^ous in-

tbcir ROYAL ALLY '["• Sut they feem afterwards to have loft fight lUnces.

of even this wretched pittance, in the attention to their own inie-

reft, and— that of the Company \. This was the firft fample of

the Company's wars in India. They began hoftilities under a pre-

tence of doing juftice to another; but they put an end to them, when

they obtained the objeiTl; deftined for themfelves. His dethroaed

Majesty, however, had a very lucky efcape. Pretaupa-Sing had

infifted ftrongly on his being delivered into his hands §. But when Honour of

the Prefidency hefitated on this point, the honour of Admiral Bof- cawcn?

cawen interpofed ; and infifted on their refufing the niodcjl de-

mand of the reigning k'lvg of Tanjore. But neither the honour

of Admiral Bofcawen, nor any regard for their own, could induce

the Board to rejedl, with fpirit, the infolent demands of Pretaupa

Sing. On the contrary, they gratified his refentment and pacified

his fears, with a breach of public faith, fcarce paralleled by any

inftance in hlftory. It was ftipulated by a fecret article, that " they

" ihould prevent the Pretender," the very perfon, whom they had

Admiral Bof-

• Rous's Appendix, No. V. p. zS.

•|- Ibid. p. 31.

X Ibid. p. 33. Where ^haw-ii is not men-

tioned, at nil, in ihe artic'es agreed upon, be-

tween Major Lawrence and Pretaupa-Sing.

§ Rou»'s Appendix, No. L p. 32— 33.

Extraft of Fort St. David Confultations,

30th June, 1749.

Tiie Prefident having received a letter from

Major Lawrence at Devi-Cotah, in anfwer to

the propofals fent him the zSih inftant, to make

to the ambafladors touard; forwarding a peace,

which were rejcfted by ihtm ; ihnt they were

highly ificenied at the article of allowing a

maintenai.ce for the fupport of Sahajee Rajah,

and inlifled ftrongly upon his being delivered up

to them ; but that after a long conference they

had offered the folloiving propofals, which Ma-
jor Lawrence wriies ihe Prefident he be itus to

be the bell terms they can be brought to :

To pay one lack of rupees on account of the-

expences of the expedition.

To give a grant cf the fort of Devi-Cotah to

the Company for ever, with lands about it to

the yearly value of qooo pagodas.

Upon the receipt of the above letter, he laid

the fame before General Bofcawen and Mr.

Prince; and Major Lawrence writes that it is

his opinion no better terms could be obtained,

and thofe made being very advantageous to the

Honourable Company, it was agreed upon by

them to accept the fame, and a letter was wrote

to 'hat purpofe to Major Lawrence lad night.

called
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C H^A P. called in a folemn treaty " the right and lawful king" of Tanjore,

*—

V

' " from giving any further moleftation to Pretaupa Sing ; to enfure

" which, it was neceffary to fecure his perfon." The wretched

Shaw-ji having found means to efcape, from the hands of his faith-

lefs allies, they feized his uncle and, by a ftrange perverfion of juf-

tice, detained him a prifoner at Fort St. David, for nine years, till

he was releafed by the French, when they took the place, in 1758 %.

C^tcumlan- Though courage was none of the virtues poffefTed by Pretaupa-
ces leading to .

• / I

a revolution Siog
||

, the tcrms he granted were not the effeds of his fears from

tic.
' the Britifli arms. A ftorm, which threatened more ferious confe-

quences, than the efforts for the pretended reftoration of Shaw-ji,

had been advancing, for fome time, and had partly fallen already

in the neighbourhood of Tanjore. Mahommed, emperor of the

Moguls, having languifhed upon his throne, ever fince the villainy

of his fervants and the violence of Nadir Shaw broke the power of

the Empire, had died in the year 1747. His death was foon after
Death of the j / n i

aid Nizam. followed by that of the Nizam, who had arrived, notwithftanding

the anxieties and inquietudes arifing from a life of intrigue, iniquity

and ambition, to the amazing age of one hundred and four years.

The reverence impreffed by great age and long continuance of power

had effedually eftablifhed his authority ; and, as he had, in a man-

ner, outlived the memory of half his crimes, he was much refpeded

throughout an empire, which his villainy had ruined *.

His family. The Nizam left five fons, fome of whom inherited his talents,

but all his crimes. When he moved the whole machine of govern-

ment at Delhi, after the departure of Nadir Shaw, he obtained the

office of Captain-general of the Imperial troops, for his eldcfl: fon,

Ghazi-ul-dicn, who had remained at the capital, difturbing, by in-

trigue and fadion, the government of the prince, whofe commiffion

J Orme, vol. ii. p. 318. U Orme, vol, i. Dow'» Dtdiiic of the Empire, p. 47.

he
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he bore. Nazir Jung, the fecond fon, had accompanied his father to ^ H A P.

the Decan, and had borne a part of the weight of his government. *——^ '

The other three fons pafTed their time, in their father's court

or camp, in that unimportant obfcurity, which ever attends princes,

who are not employed in public affairs. The ahfence of the eldeft

fon at Delhi had encouraged Nazir Jung to expedl the government of

the Decan, after his father's demife ; but the inclinations of the

Nizam, for he had no conflitutional power to difpofe of the fuccef-

fion, feem to have leaned to his grandfon, Muziffer Jung, the fon of

Nazir f. The latter, poffeffing himfelf of the Nizam's treafure, His fecond

feized, with facility, his government ; whilft the former, who had J"»'g. •""<:-

magnified his grandfather's affedion into an adual difpofal of the

Decan by will in his own favour, retired to the countries weft of

Golconda, where he kept the field with a confiderable army J.

Chunder-Saib, who had been taken by the Marattas in Tritchino- 9'-l''''^V'r .^ bail) itlealecl

poly, in March 1741, had remained, for fix years, prifoner at Sat- 'ro"! ?''''"'•

tara. Having, at length, obtained his enlargement, by the promife ^7^9-

of a confiderable ranfom, for the payment of which M. Duplcix

had pledged his word ||, he colleded an army, and joined himfelf to £'jung!^'^'

the fortunes of Muziffer Jung. In concert with the councils of the

French, the united force of the two adventurers, confifting of

forty thoufand men, moved towards the confines of the Carnatic,

where they were joined by four hundred Europeans, and two thou-

fand difclplined fepoys, at the inftance of M. Dupleix. Anwar-
ul-dien. Nabob of the Carnatic, receiving intelligence of the inva-

fion, had encamped v/lih twenty thoufand men under the fort of

Amour, about fifty miles weft of Arcot. On the 23d of July 174^*

-f-
Dow's Decline of the Empire, p. 52. of India, we chufe to follow the aythority of

OriTw; fays, that iMuzitler, to whom he gives Mr. Dow,

the name of Mjrzafa, was the Nizi.m's grand- ^ Orme, vol, i. p. i.'j.

fon by a daughter. But, on the internal Hate 'L,, .',* ^' ^*°'

•Ibid. p. 129.

8 he
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he was attacked in his camp, firft by the French, then by the troops

of Chunder-Saib ; and, after exhibiting proofs of fpirit and per-

LTknit'e
"

fonal valour, he loft his life and the field to the enemy. His eldeft

uiti'dirn, ^0". Mapheus Chan, was taken prifoner ; but his fecond fon, Ma-

Jjiy 2j'i, hommed Ali, the prefent Nabob, found means to efcape to Tritchino-

poly, where the treafureof his father lay §. The vidors took pof-

feffion of Arcot, where MuzifFer affumed the ftate as well as the title

of Nizam. Proceeding from thence to Pondicherry, he appointed,

at that place, his friend, Chunder-Saib, Nabob of the Carnatic-f-.

IndolffnceanJ While thc French, led by the fpiritcd counfels of M. Dupleix,
re^lipeiKC of „ . . . ,-i • , /"t • i ^ n •

the Prefi- werc eftabliQung their iniluence in the Carnatic, by accomplilhing a

**^"*^^'
revolution in its government, the fervants of the Englilh Company

were negligent and idle fpedators of a fcene, which involved their

interefts, if not their very exifiencc, on the coall of Coromandel.

In vain did Mahommed Ali folicit their aid to overturn the fabric

which their rivals had ere£led, and to reftore the authority of his fa-

mily X- Either excefs of caution or fear had reftrained thofe vigor-

Their un- ous rel'olutions, which their ftate required II. They only fent a hun-

condu"c^
* dred and twenty Europeans

||
to the afllftance of Mahommed AH ;

and though Admiral Bofcawen, perceiving the dangerous crifis of

affairs, had declared, that, upon a proper requifition from the Pre-

fidency, he would remain on thc coaft, they fuff"ered the fleet and

troops to return to Europe, on thc 2ift of Odobcr 1749 *.

Chund.r- Chuudcr Saib, having acquired the title of Nabob of the Car-
Saib attacks

, i • j i rr m-i
Tanjore. natic, began to exert the authority annexed to the oliice. The re-

fources of Muziffer Jung, as well as his own, being exhauflcd, he

refolvcd to fupply the wafte in their treafurc, by the wealth of the

^ OrniP, vol. i. p. 1^3. ancc. It wnr. Lecs/Tary to put a flop to the

+ Major Lawrence's Narrative, p. 4. prnnrcfr. of the French, whether in jullice to

J UnivctCal Hiltory, vol. x. p. 190. ."fllll the /n'uy;/ ///«<•? .ngninll rehtlj, or a? .in

f Ormc, vol. i. p, i j^. aiil of fclfdefcnce," ic. Lawicnce's Nar-

{{

" Kvcr fincc Anavcid; Cawn's defeat, lis rative, p. 5.

fon, M.ihommcd Ali, had dcCrcd our af!i;l- • Onnc, ubi fjpra.

3 Rajah
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Kajah of Tanjore. Pretending an illegality in all ads of govern-

ment, ever fince the murder of Sipadar Ali, in 1742, he made a

demand of the arrears of tribute, and marched with, his army to

fupport that demand. Pretaupa-Sing, terrified by the invafion, yet

unwilling to pay fo large a fum, endeavoured to protract affairs by

negociation. He correfponded, in the mean time, with Mahommed

Ali at Tritchinopoly ; and both joined in exhorting Nazir Jung at

Golconda, to come in perfon, after the example of his father, to Extons the

tribute 3S

fettle the affairs of the Carnatic. Chunder-Saib, but efpeciallyhis Nabob' of the

French auxiliaries, tired by this ftudled delay, attacked and carried

one of the gates of his capital ; and, though they were prevented

by ftrong retrenchments, from entering the town, Pretaupa was fo

thoroughly intimidated, that he agreed to pay 87i',ooo 1. to Chun-

der-Saib, as Nabob, and 25,000 1. to the French troops, as his

auxiliaries *. But a fudden change in the flate of affairs faved his

money to the Rajah, excepting an inconfiderable fum, which he had

immediately paid.

The Emperor Mahommed had been fucceeded in the throne of Delhi, Circum-
* Itances which

by his fon Ahmed, a weak, irrefolute, and unfortunate prince. Ghazi- kd to another

.
revolution in

ul-dien, the eldefl fon of the late Nizam, had obtamed from Ahmed the Carnatic.

the government of the Decan. Nazir Jung, hearing of his brother's

appointment, had marched with a great army from Aurungabad- to-

wards Delhi ; not on pretence of war, but to pay his refpeds to the

Emperor. Ahmed, dreading this ceremonious vifit, confirmed Nazir

Jung in his ufurpation by a formal commiffionf ; and that viceroy

hadjufi: returned to his capital, when intelligence of the progrefs of

Muziffer Jung and Chunder-Saib arrived from the Carnatic. Having

left Golconda with an army, which increafed on its march to three

hundred thoufand men, with eight hundred pieces of cannon, and ,750.

thirteen hundred elephants, he arrived in the province, in the month ^aziMungiu

Orme, vol. i. p. 136. f Dow's Decline of the Empire, p. 4.8.

L of

th-t pioviicj.
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of February 1750. Mahommed Ali, as Nabob of the Carnatic:]:,

had been fumnioned to attend his fuperior, with his forces ; and he

byVhVNabob. accordingly joined him at Waldore, about fifteen miles from Pondi-

cherry, with fix thoufand horfe, together with the few Britifli

troops, whom he had in garrifon at Tritchinopoly.

He 15 joined Major Lawrence, with fix hundred Europeans from Fort St. Da-
^' '^ "" '

vid, joined Nazlr Jung, on the 22d of March, juft as that viceroy

had come in fight of the army under Muziffer and Chunder-Saib.

A mutiny arifing among the officers, the French troops, with Chun-

MuzlfFer's der Saib, retreated to Pondicherry. The army of Muziffer was

edTandtr^' routed and difperfed. He himfelf fubmitted, and, having implored

himfeiffub-
^-^q mercy of Nazir Jung, remained a ftate prifoner in his camp §.

Nazir Jung, in confequence of his vidory, was acknowledged every

where Viceroy of the Decan, and his adts of government were confe-

quently legal. M. Dupleix, whofe fchemes were rather retarded,

than fruftrated, by the apparent ruin of his allies and friends, wrote

writesagaiiift him a letter of pretended fubmiffion ; though he had the prefump-
Mahommtd

^j^^ ^^ m{\ii, that none of the family of Anwar-ul-dien fliould ever

govern the province of Arcot f.

Negligent This infolcnt requifition neither deferved nor received anyanfwer.

Nazir Jung. Nazir Juug, in the mean time, retired to Arcot, where he rcfigned

himfelf to his favourite pleafures of the Haram and hunting.

Without abilities and deftitute of application, he fuffered his mi-

nifters to propofe mcafures, upon which he inftantly decided with-

out examination, or any regard cither to their juftice or iniquity.

Heoffendshis The abfurdity of his condud offended his friends; and his inatten-

tion to all bufinefs raifcd the contempt of his enemies. The num-
ber of the latter was great, within his camp and near his perfon ;

J It appr:.r« from Rous's Appendix, that nifhed a claim to preference in the eyes of Na-
Mahommed Ali had, in his father's life-time, zir Jung, who was actually the legal iiubah, by

obtained, from the old Nizam, the reverfion of a commiflion from the reigning Mogul,

the Nabobfhip of Arcot. Though this grant § Lawrence's Narrative, p. 7,

might cot have been fliiftly legal, yet it fur- f
Ibid. p. 8.

and
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and, having formed a fecret defign againft his life and government, chap.

they held a correfpondence with M. Dupleix and advifed him to ' ^

proceed to open hoflility. The French, accompanied hy Chunder- at^ainii his

Saib, took the field. Mahommed All oppofed them, in conjundlion '
^'

with the Britifh troops; but his treafury being exhaufted, he could

neither furnifh thofe troops with pay, nor provide magazines :]:. They

were, therefore, ordered to quit his ftandard. The next night, after The French

this defertion, the French furprifed the Nabob in his camp; and, hommcd All.

with little lofs to themfelves, routing and difperfing his undifci-

plined army, forced him to fly to Arcot *. Purfuing their vidory,

they took Gingee by aflault ; which, at length, rouzed Nazir Jung

from that dream of pleafure, which he had indulged ever fince the

defeat and imprifonment of his fon. Having, therefore, aflem-

bled a confiderable army, in the end of September 1750, he moved

his ftandards, from Arcot, towards Gingee "f.

Nazir Jung's taking the field was the great point, towards which the The confp;-

. racy againft

confpirators had turned their eyes, for accomplifhmg, with certainty Nazir Jung.

and fecurity, his deflrudion. Whilft he remained in a fettled place

of refidence, the pomp and numerous attendants furrounding his

perfon rendered any attempt upon his life doubtful in the exe-

cution and dangerous to the afTaffin, (hould he even fucceed in his

defign. But, in any expedition, the confpirators, from their rank,

were certain of commanding one half of his army, and they had it

in their power to make the events of war fubfervient to their views.

The moft confiderable of thofe, who were engaged in the plot, were
[he Nabobs of

the Nabobs of Cuddupa and Canoul, who had attended Nazir Jung, Cuddupaand

.
Canoul.

in his expedition to the Carnatic, from their refpedive governments.

Both were Patans by birth, and both led their native troops ; a race

of men, though fierce and bold, lefs remarkable for valour againft

declared enemies, than for treachery to thofe who hired their fervice.

I Lawrence's Narr. p. lo. • Orme, vol. i. p. 1 5 1. f Orme and Lawrence, paflim.

L 2 The
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The unwieldy army of Nazir Jung, being ohRruclcd, in its

march, by the rains, which fet in at that feafon of the year was

forced to remain in a camp, within fixteen miles of Gingee. Whilft

he fuffered himfelf to be amufed by a negociation, which was car-

ried on with M. Dupleix at Pondicherry, the confpirators had fettled

their plan of operations, which was to be carried into execution, in

concert with the French at Gingee. Things being, at length,

prepared, M. do la Touche, who now commanded the troops
-f-,

marched from Gingee with eight hundred Europeans and three

thoufand fepoys. With this fmall force, he furprifed, in the night,

the camp of Nazir Jung, who expeded nothing lefs than hoftilities

from a nation, with whom he bad juft ratified a treaty The im-

menfe rabble, rather than army, which were next the enemy, were

foon thrown into confufion. Riding on an elephant, to bring up the

Patans, who were in his rear, to aftion, the Subah queftioned harlhly

the Nabob of Cuddupa ; who anfwered him with his carrabinc, and

fliot him with two bullets through the heart. He had fcarcely fallen

to the ground, when his head was fevered from his body, fixed on

I fpear, and carried to Muziffer Jung ; who was inftantly releafed,

and declared Nizam, amidft the fliouts of the whole army.

Though fuch revolutions are not uncommon, in the annals of the

Eaft, the French, with their ufual vanity, magnified an event ae-

compliflicd, by mere aflaflination, into one of the moft brilliant ac-

tions that had ever happened in war. M. Dupleix, whofe reputation

feemed to require, that the part he had adled, in this difgraceful

bufinefs, fliould remain concealed, formed a plan for perpetuating

the memory of it to future ages. He propofed to build a city on the

fpot, under the name of Dupleix-Fatteabad *
; thus branding, by

exceflive vanity, his own name to poilerity, by conneding it with a

deieftable murder. To thofe, who may chufe to confider this fubjea;

f Crme and Lawrence, paCim. • The city of Viftory.

with
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with attention, it will, perhaps, appear that events, which became af- CHAP,

terwards deftrudtive in their confequences, proceeded more from Bri- < . '

tifh negligence, than French valour. Had the Prefidency accepted Negligenaof

the offer of Admiral Bofcawen, in the preceding year, the influence ny's iel^ams

of the nation, and the interefts of the family of Anwar-ul-dien, ''«''•""."'«

might have been fupported without the aid of Nazir Jung Had f''t""es.

Major Lawrence accompanied that viceroy to Arcot, according to

his moft earneft defne, he {hould not have fallen by French perfidy, nances.

Had the Prefidency not recalled the Britifli troops from the aid of the

Nabob, the French could not have obtained the vidlory at I rivadi
;

which enabled them to give a Subah to the Decan, and a Nabob to the

Carnatic. But it would appear, that Major Lawrence fufFered his own

gallant fpirit to be cramped and confined, by the narrow councils of a

commercial Board.

The murder, which raifed Muziffer to the Subahfhip of the The confpirs-

Decan, fubjedled him to the infolence of thofe, to whom he owed tinted with

• ... IVIuziftC'

his power. Though afTalTination was but a light crime in the eyes

of the Patau Nabobs, they valued its reward at a high rate. That '/S'-" Th -ir inlo-

reward they inflantly aflced, in terms more fuited to create terror lence,

than to excite gratitude. Having evaded, without refufing their

demands, [VJuziffer entered Pondicherry, on the 15th of December, December ij.

•whither he was followed, the next day, by the clamourous Nabobs.

They explained to M. Dupleix the promifes of Muziffer, and their

own claims, which were a remifTion of all part arrears, a total exemp-

tion from future tribute, and an augmentation of territory, with one

half of the treafure of Nazir Jung. Finding that M. Dupleix was

determined to iupport Muzifi'er, they fupprefied their refentment, Ti-cy fupprefs

. ... .
their lefenl-

for the time, acquielced, in appearance, to his propofals, and fwore m^nt.

allegiance to the new bubah *.

•Lawrence, Orme, India Pnpers, Piivate Informaiion, pafiini.

Though
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Though the Patan Nabobs complained of MuzifFer's deficiency in

gratitude, he feems to have carried that virtue to a degree of extra-

graiitude to vagancc towards M. Dupleix and the French nation. He raifed

the French.
^j^^ former to the regency of the whole country, between the Criftna

He railcs Du-
.

'

pieix to the and Cape Comorin ; he ceded to the latter confiderable territories

countries to in the Carnatic, together with the city of Mafulipatnam in Gol-

!heSna°/ conda. Chunder-Saib obtained the Nabobfhip of Arcot, in fubor-

Deciares diuation to M. Duplcix ; and others were rewarded in proportion to
Chunder-Saib

r ^ r c c •

Nabob. their merit in the late revolution. As the perional fatety or a prmce,

who owed his power to the intrigues of M. Dupleix, and the arms

He is attend- of the French, was a matter of the laft importance, a body of

of French"
^ French troops, under M. Bufly, was ordered to attend the new Su-

troops,
^^^ ^^ Golconda. It confifted of three hundred Europeans, and two

thoufand Sepoys, with ten field-pieces ; and, under this efcort,

Muziffer left Pondicherry, on the fourth of January lyji *.

Muziffer- In the beginning of February, Muziffer Jung, with his unwieldy

fo^GoicondL army, had advanced as far as the province of Cuddupa, the govern-

ment of his predecefTor's murderer. Some irregularities committed,

by a few licentious horfemen, brought, at once, to view, a con-

A confpiracy fpiracy that had been long formed. The Nabobs of Cuddupa, Ca-

Nabobs^"'" noul, and Savanpore, joining their forces, under pretence of re-

prefTmg the depredations of the horfemen, attacked the rear-guard

of the Subah ; and, being repulfed, occupied a defile in his front.

Driven from thence by the French artillery, they were purfued

M.i/.ifter with too much eagernefs by Muziffer Jung ; who, coming up with

Jung killed.
^^^ Nabob of Canoul, was llain by that chief in fingle combat. The

revolted Nabobs were all either killed or wounded mortally in the

adion, which coft his life to the Suba ; and thus, in lefs than two

months after the afTaffination of Nazir Jung, the four principal con-

fpirators fell by each other's fwords. M. Buffy, to prcferve the in-

» Lawrence, Orme, India Papers, Private Information, pafTim.

2 fluence
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fluence of his nation, by creating a new Subah, raifed to that dig- CHAP,

nity Sullabut-Jung, third fon of the old Nizam ; who, with two of ' . 1

SuUabut-Jiing

his brothers, was a prifoner in the camp, when MuzifFer was flainf. declared Ni-

The fame languor which had feized the Englifl^ Prefidency, after g^ [^.^^^^^ of

the retreat of Lawrence from the army of Nazir Jung, when that 'he Prefiden-

Subah marched to Arcot, in the preceding year, ftill benumbed their

councils ; if they can be faid to have had any councils at all. The Their errors,.

retreat of their troops, from Trivadi, though the immediate caufe

of all fucceeding misfortunes, was only a continuation of thofe nar-

row and undecifive meafures, which had uniformly marked their

condud, ever fince the commencement of the difputes, which had

involved the Carnatic in all the horrors of a civil war. Major Law- ^'^•^ ^^.^^'^

•^ councils,

rence, though not remarkable for political abilities, was a man of

fpirit and a good foldier ; but fo little imprellion had the uncertainty

of public events made upon the Prefidency, that they permitted that

officer to return to Europe, in October 1750, on his own private

affairs. The aflaffination of Nazir Jung, the elevation of MuzifFer, Struck with

the influence acquired by the French, in not only difpofing of the at the murder

provinces, but even the empire of the fouth, inftead of roufing the jung, &c.

minds of the Prefidency, to a fenfe of their own danger, deprelTed

their fpirlts with aftonifliment and fear.

Chunder-Saib, by the authority of MuzifFer Jung and under the Chunder-Saib

_ - _,
\ r • r acknowledg-

protedlion of the French, exercifed all the funQ:ions of government ed iNabob,

at Arcot, as Nabob of the Carnatic. The fort of Tritchinopoly re- Mahommed
,

'^
-^ Ali poflb/Tes

mained onlty to Mahommed Ali ; for Madura, which depended upon Tritchinopoli

onlv.

it, had been feized by one Allimi Chan *, who had declared for

Chunder-Saib.

\ It is generally believed, by the beft in- advantages, which were likely to arife to him-

fjrmed natives of Hinduftan, that M. Bufly felf, from having it in his power to make a

himfelf was no ftranger to the cnnfpiracy, new Subah; and winked, perhaps, at a con-

which deprived MuziiFer of his life and go- fpiracy, which he might have defeated,

vernment. That acute frenchman fojrefatv the * Orme, vol. i. p. 169.

Unaffifted.
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C H A P. Unaflifted by the Enclifli, whofe Interefl; was involved in his
III.

/ b '

< . ' caufe, without treafurc, and confequently without an army, op-

condition, prefled by the defedion of his friends, and awed by the appa-

rent fuperiority of his enemies, the Nabob began to defpair of

his own affairs. Under an apparent impoflibility of recovering the

whole province, together with the improbability of being even able

He offers jq keep what he pofTeffcd, he opened, by the advice of the Prefi-

dency, a treaty with his rival ; offering to relinquifli his claim to

He is .V- ^{^g Carnatic, upon condition of being permitted to keep the quiet
knowkdged

\ _ . • j.

by the court pofTeflion of Tritchinopoly and its dependencies f. In vain had the

court of Delhi efpoufed the caufe of Mahommed Ali, by fending

him Sunnuds for the government of the Carnatic. Troubles at

home had deprived them of the power of quieting diflurbances abroad.

'75 '• Fortunately for the interefts of Great Britain, as well as for thofe
The terms '

offered to him of the family of Anwar ul-dien, Chunder Saib, but more efpe-
"^'^''^ '

cially the French, who had profcribed that family, treated the pro-

pofals made by the Nabob, under the fandion of the Prefidency,

with the higheft contempt. This peremptory refufal was the firft

thing, which roufed the fervants of the Company to a fcnfc of

Hci.at their own danger. In the end of January 175 (, they fent a f^rong

poS by'ihe detachment to fupport the Nabob in Tritchinopoly %. In the be-

Company's
ginning of April, upon intelligence that Chunder-Saib and his

allies, the French, intended to beficge Tritchinopoly, confiderable

Chundcr-Saib forcc took the field under Captain de Gingins. But they were

fVench^be- defeated at Volconda ; and retreated to I ritchinopoly, which was
fiegelritch-

i^vefled by the enemy in the end of July. Inflead of attacking

the place in form, they contented themfelves with a ufelefs cannon-

ade, which they adorned with all the terms of a regular ficge*.

Afuccefsful A fuccefsful diverfion made, on the fide of Arcot, which place

was furprifed by Captain Clive on the firfl of September, formed

t Lawrence's Narrative, p. 12. % Ibid. * Ibid. p. 14.

6 the
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the moft fplendid part of a campargn, little dlftlnguifhed by im- CHAP.

portant events. Chunder-Saib, having weakened his army by a ^ v—~/

detachment fent to retake Arcot, lay inadive in his camp, before

Tritchinopoly. The negociations of the Nabob had raifed new allies to

fupport his caufe. The troops of the Raiah of Maflbre had marched TheMyfure-
^ ^

. , .
ans and a

from Seringapatnam, the capital, in the end of 1751, upon a pro- party of Ma-

mife of extravagant terms for their aid. A body of Marattas, a na-

tion accuftomed to fell their valour to the higheft bidder, had already ^^.^ Aiii"""

penetrated the mountains, in favour of the Nabob ; but, with the

ufual caution of Indian mercenaries, they remained inadive, till for-

tune {hould incline the fcale ; being determined to join the ftrongeft,

and fo partake of the advantages of victory, without the dangers

of war.

The Rajah of Myfore, being a minor, his troops were commanded They arrive

by his uncle, who arrived, with a confiderable force, at Tritchinopoly, nopoiy,

in January 1752. The mercenary Marattas, under the command

of Morari-rovv, an enterprifing partizan, at the fame time joined

the Nabob. Thefe jundlions induced the Rajah of Tanjore to liften which indu-

to the requifitions of that Prince and to the folicitations of the prefi- ofVanj -re^o

dency, to fend two thoufand foot, with three thoufand horfe, under fendafliitance.

the command of his General, Mona-jif. Whilft the event remain- condua of

ed doubtful, he was cautious of declaring for either fide. He per- '"^^ ^'J^''*

mitted the Britiih and the French troops to march indifcrimlnately

through his country, to the fcene of adion J. Though he poffeiTed

a natural averfion for Chunder-Saib, he was not a friend to the legal

Nabob. His objeft, at leafl: his wifli, vi^as to fee both reduced to a

Hate of weaknefs, which might prevent the vidor from enforcing the

payment of the tribute, which the troubles of the times had enabled '752-

him to keep in his own hands.

f Lawrence, Orme, India Papers, pafllm. t Orme, vol. i. p. 1S2.

M Major
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CHAP. Major Lawrence arriving from England, at Fort St. David, on

< I the 15th of March, took the command of a party, ready to march

TcTJxikes' to Tritchinopoly, on the 17th, which place he reached on the 29th
t ecomman

. ^f jj^g ^^^^^ month §. A detail of military operations is foreign to

the defign of this dilquifition. It is fufficient to obferve, that Chua-

der-Salb and his allies, the French, became inferior in conduill, as

The French Well as in number, to their enemies. Inclofed in the ifland of Se-

Safb?,'dofcd ringam, which is formed by the divided ftreams of the Cavery,

in theiHand Tritchinopolv, their army was reduced, at lad, to the greateft
of beringam. t J ' J » o

extremity. Chunder-Saib, without money to pay his troops, found

Chunder-Saib them more dangerous enemies, than thofe whom he oppofed. De-
delivers him

. . -. , .

fpif 10 the prived of reflexion, by his misfortunes, he entered into a ncgoci-

ation for protection with his greatelt toe, Mona-ji, the commander

of the troops of Tanjore. Vainly hoping, that the gratifying his

avarice would fupprefs his refentment, he advanced the laft poor

pittance of his treafm-e to Mona-ji. But, though that chief had

promifed and even fworn, to permit him to cfcape, through his part

^^y 31* of the camp, the perfidious villain put him in irons, the moment he

was in his power |].

June I. ^ difnute arofe between the allies about the ponefTion of the un-

about the pof- fortunate prifoner. The Nabob wiflicd to fecure the pcrfonofa

pcrfon. rival, who had been, and ftill might be dangerous, to his own

power. The Myforean, inveterate againft Chunder-Saib, for endea-

vouring, under the government of Dooft Ali, to enforce the claims

of the Carnatic, on the dependence of his country, breathed nothing

but revenge. Morari row, who commanded the Marattas, wifhed

to convert the captivity of the wretched prifoner, to his own profit

;

and Mona-ji, remembering his repeated attacks on Tanjore, hoped

to gratify his maftcr, with the podcirion of his ancient enemy.

^ Lawience'sNarraii'c, p. 21, zi, 23.
||

Ibid. p. 28.

Finding
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Finding that the power of the competitors would efFe£tually defeat ^ ^- ^ ^-

his defigns, he refolved to finlfli the conteft, by putting an end to ' .—j
the life of the prlfoner *. To execute his purpofe, he employed a Heismurder-

Patan, who found the wretched old man, in fetters, ftretched on Tanjorege-

the floor, and rendered unable, by the infirmities of ficknefs, to rear
"^^ '

himfelf from the ground f- Having ftabbed him to the heart, the

affafTin carried his head to Mon,a-ji %, who afterwards fent it, accord-

ing to the cuftom of the Eaft, to the Nabob.

The death of Chunder-Saib, inilead of putting an end to the His death the

troubles, which his ambition had raifed, fowed the feeds of a new war.

war. The Nabob, when deferted, or rather feebly afTifted by the

fervants of the Company, in the year 1751, had obtained the aid of

the Myforeans, upon terms fo extraordinary, that both parties had

an intereft in keepine: them concealed. Thefe were no lefs than the "^'^^ MyCo-
' ° reans demand

cefTion of Tritchinopoly, with all its dependencies, to the Rajah of Triichinopo-

ly/rrr - r • • •
ly, as one of

Myfore, for the afliflance of that prince, in putting Mahommed Ali the conditions

in poflellion of the Carnatic. When Chunder-Saib was removed treaty.

and his army difperfed, the Myforean infifted, that his part of the

a":reemeni was fully accomplifhed. But the Nabob alTerted, with more ^'*'"''''' *"-'-'•'* guments

reafon, that the wages ought not to be paid, till the fervice was ef- "8^'"'^ '''«'cur •
ceffion.

fedlually performed. Much yet remained to be done. The French

and the adherents of Chunder-Saib were ftill in pofTeffion of feveral

places of ftrength § ; and many chiefs, taking advantage of the

public confufions, maintained feveral large divifions of the Carna-

tic, in defiance of both the rivals for its government. He argued,

that it was neither agreed, nor in itfelf reafonable, that Tritchino-

• Orme, vol. i. p. 240. Lawrence's Nar. volence, humanity, and generofity. With re-

P- z8. gard to his public charafter ; in this country,.

f Orme, vol. i. p. 241. ambition being a venial fault, every man who
i Thus did Chunder-Saib pay thejuft price fucceeds is a great man; if he f.iils, he 13 only

of his ambition and prelumption. In private reckoned unforluni^te. Lawrence's Nirr. p. 28.
life he is faid to have been a man of great bene- § Lawrence's Narrative, p. 32.

M 2 poly
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C H A
iir.

p.

Myforeans

remain in-

sdive

;

but have hof-

tile defigns.

>75*-
French de-

feated at Ba-

hoor.

M. Dupleix

forges a Sun-

nud in favour

of himfelf.

He declares

Mottar-Ali

Nabob.

He turns tbc

arms of the

Myforeans

againd Ma-
hommed Ali.

His intrigues

ar- ineffec-

tual.

poly fhould be the price of its own relief; for that fhould he be

deprived of that place, without being put in pofleffion of any other

dominion, it was indifferent to him, whether it fell to his enemies

or to his pretended friends )".

Thefe reafonings had fo little effeOi on the Myforean, that though

he did not break forth into open hoftility, he declined to appear as

the Nabob's ally in the field. He ftill continued in the neighbour-

hood of Tritchinopoly, with the Marattas, whom he had gained

over to his views; and, taking pofleffion of the pagoda of Se-

ringam, was himfelf fafe againfl: infult, whllft he watched every

opportunity to feize the city, which, he affirmed-, was his right, as

the reward of the aid he had already beftowed. The remaining

part of the year 1752 was diftinguifhed, by various events. The

Britifh were repulfed in an attempt on the fortrefs of Gingee. They

defeated the French at Bahoor %. M, Dupleix, forging Sunnuds

from Delhi, inverted himfelf with the governments of all the coun-

tries to the fouth of the Criftna. In his quality of pretended Subah,

he firft raifed and then difplaced the fon of Chunder-Saib, as Na-

bob of the Carnatic. He conferred that title on Mortaz-Ali, here-

ditary governor of Vellore ; but it was to obtain money from that

wealthy chief. Having inflamed the difcontent of the Myforean,

by his artifices and promifes, he had the addrefs, before the end of

the year, to turn, againfl. Mahommed Ali, thofe very arms, which

had come to his aid the preceding year*. But the intrigues of

M. Dupleix only fufpended, but could not alter the fate of the

•)- Lawrence, p. zg. Or.nc, vol. i.— Pri- fcflion, by a royal Sunnud, of the Subahfliip

vate Information, India Papcjs, paflim. oftheDccan. When he had advanced to the

X Ormc, vol. i. p. 256, Jj7. Lawrence's neighbourhood of Aurungabad, his brother Sul-

Narrativc, p. 36. labut Jung, tlic reigning Siibah, prevailed with

* Audt.citat. paflim. one of Gliazi ul-dicn's wives to take him off.

In Odlober 1752, Ghazi ul-dicn, the cldell by poifon, which put an end to the conteft.

fon of the old Nizam, marched from Delhi, Dow's Decline, p. 52.

with an army of 150,000 men, to take polL-f-

a Carnatic.
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Carnatic. The very war, which he had firft fomented and had con- CHAP.
Ill,

tinned fo long, deprived him of refources for carrying it on, either *> ^—

»

with vigour or with fuccefs. Tlie chiefs, attached to the family VaHousin-

of SadatuUa had contributed to the expence, as long as Chunder-

Saib lived. But they had withdrawn their fupplies, on account of

the weaknefs of his fon. Mortaz-Ali, whom M. Dupleix raifed

to the titular office of Nabob, could neither be trufted nor fupported

by the friendfliip of his family; and the only appearance of virtue

he poffeffed, was a diffidence of himfelf. The Marattas, whom
M. Dupleix had gained to his aid, were fcarcely lefs dangerous, as ^'^ ^\ "I"'

friends, than they had been, as enemies. His acquifition of the and ruined.

Myforeans, though it gave trouble to his opponents, brought no

benefit to himfelf. Their commander was weak, credulous, and

undecifive ; miftaking perpetually his own intereft, and, inftead of

giving aid, ftanding always in need of fupport. His obftinacy,

however, fupplied, in fome degree, the place of firmnefs. Deter-

mined to obtain an objed, which would ruin him in the pofTeffion,

he remained three years, in the neighbourhood of Tritchinopoly

;

and nothing but a ferious invafion at home, could recal him,

at laft, from his wild fchemes abroad. Having remained, in a

manner befieged, in the ifland of Seringam, till the 14th of April

1755, he fuddenly decamped, after having loft his time, his trea-

fure and many troops, in purfuit of a chimerical advantage.

Weak, however, as the conduct of the Myforean was, and wild ,„ .•' Weak con-

and impradicable, as the ambitious fchemes of Dupleix had been, duciof the

they created much trouble to the Englifh and much anxiety and lofs M>fore.

to their ally, the Nabob of the Carnatic. During the doubtful events of Faithkfs con-

war, their pretended friends proved falthlcfs to the former; and his f Lid's oV^the

vaflals to the latter. The Rajah of Tanjore, in particular, whofe money ^Jj^Hnhe'^

and whofe power ought to have turned the fcale, in favour of the Nabob.

Nabob, amufed him with infidious promifes of aid *, at a time, he Treachery of

the Rajah of.

O.T .A- Tanjoie..
"^ Lawrence s JNarrativc, p. 41..

adually
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CHAP.
III.
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May jth.

adually correfponded and treated with his enemies. Whilfl; the Ma-

rattas aided the French with cavalry, the want of horfe was the

principal obftacle to the progrefs of the Nabob's affairs ||.
The

Rajah could fupply cavalry ; but his aid was required and folicited in

vain. In February 1753. at the earneft rcqueft of the Prefidency,

he ordered his horfe to march ; but he recalled them, before a

jundion could be made §. This heavy difappointment obliged Ma-

jor Lawrence to remain ina£tive in his camp, " contemplating the

** fituation of the enemy, and fretting at his incapacity to attack

" them ."f;"
— "whilfl: (fays the Major) the enemy were fo fuperior

" 10 us in cavalry, that we were often obliged to march our whole

*' body, to efcort (lores and provifions from Fort St. David to our

" camp ; always haraffed more or lefs by the Marattas j."

In April 1753, the garrifon of Tritchinopoly was driven to the

lafl: extremity for want of provifions. Major Lawrence, accompa-

nied by the Nabob, refolved to march to its relief. To encourage

and, if neceffary, to awe the Rajah, he diredled his route, through

the neighbourhood of the capital of Tanjore. Pretaupa Sing met

the Nabob and the commander of the troops, with great ceremony

and fplendour, accompanied by three thoufand horfe and two hun-

dred elephants, in rich trappings. He feemed, in appearance, to be

convinced, that it was his own interefl; *, as it certainly was his

duty, to fupport the Nabob. He accordingly gave orders to his

horfe to accompany him to Tritchinopoly. But fo faithlefs was the

Rajah to his profeffions, or his troops to his commands, that they

left both the Nabob and Major Lawrence, the very next day IF. They

remonftratcd ; they preffed -j-. they entreated, their jundion j but in

vain. The cavalry retreated to Tanjore, promifing, however, to

II
Ormc, vol. i. p. 2^1. Liwrence, padlm.

^ Orme, vol. i. L.iwrence fays, " They
" came on fomc part of the way, but think-

" ing us in a bad condition, they amufed us

" only \> ith promifes; and obliged our party

" to return to the army without them." P. 41.

J Orme, vol. i.

•|- Narrative, p. 41.

* Ormc, vol. i. p. 2S1.

fl l^awrcncc's Narrative, p. 44,

+ Ibid.

return
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return foon §. The Major, juftly fufpcding, that the Rajah wanted C H a p.

only to amu(e the Nabob and his allies |1, proceeded to Tiitchino- > '

poly, with troops diipirited by difappointment, and decreafcd, in hL^otLiw-

their numbers, by fatigue and iicknefs ^,

A conduct fo faithlefs to his fuperior and fo adverfe to the Englifh He privately

caufe, rendered the Rajah juftly fufpeQed, of a correfpondence or with the

even a treaty with the enemy. The truth is, that, at the very time
^"'^'"^'"

Pretaupa Sing paid his refpedls to the Nabob and the Englilh com-

mander in chief, he entertained an acjent from the Myforeans, at ,r^ •'He entertains

Tanjore. That agent, having bribed the minifter with money, and thehagentac
his^capital.

wrought upon the fears of the Rajah, gained both to the interefts

of his mafter ^, But to provide againft a reverfe of fortune, the

latter palliated his refufal of affiftance to the Nabob and Englifli, Attempts to

with fpecious pretexts of loffes fuftained, from the Myforeans and K^gitni'lnd

their allies the Marattas. He alleged, that the detachments of the '^"^ ^'ai^ob.

latter had already deftroyed to the value of 100,000 1. in his country.

But " this pretended mifchief was no more than what all other parts ByprefendeJ

*' of the country had luftered irom the Marattas, who, in their pre- from tha

" datory excurfions, made no diflindion between the territories of
^'

" friends and foes *." The confequence of this duplicity of the

Raiah was, that all fupplies of provifions from Tanjore were ftopt. ^^ ""Pi f"'
•'

_

* ' *•

_

' ^ vifions horn

Inflead of being able to form magazines, the army near Tritchino- go^'iiitoihe

• r- • 1 • 1 r ^^ rr-
Eliglldl arm V,

poly and the garnion within tnat place round great difficulty in pro-

curing grain, for immediate confumption. In this diftrefsful fitua- ^'^''o^^ff'
" '-' ' their oper

tion Major Lawrence was obliged to remain inactive, for five weeks j
''°"*

whilft the French daily expeded reinforcements from the coaft 4".

An undecifive adlion, the increafing number of the enemy, the June 26,

want of provifions, and, above all, the want of cavalry, convinced

pera-

§ Orme, vol. i, p. i8i.

(j
Lawrence's Narrative, p. 44.

^ Ibid.

+ Orme, vol. i. p. 285, 2S6,

• Ibid. p. z86.

% Ibid. Lawrence, paffira.

Major
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CHAP. Major Lawrence, that a reinforcement of troops was neceffary to

turn the fcale of the war :]:. The Rajah of Tanjore, deftltute of
Theyrefoli'e

to intimidate every fenfe of duty and deaf to Intreaty, was to be fwayedby nothing,

but perfonal fear. The Major, accompanied by the Nabob, refolved

They march jg move towards Tanjore ; and by mixing threats with perfuafion,
towards Taa-

t i i r /-

jore. to endeavour to induce him to fend the aiTiftance, he had fo often

promifed in vain. On the ad of July 1753, the troops encamped,

about half-way between Trltchinopoly and Tanjore §. The ap-

Iffiifancere-
pro-^ch of an army foon determined Pretaupa Sing to furnifh the

quired.
affiftancc, they were coming to demand ||. The inftances of Mr.

Palk, who had been, previoufly, fent to Tanjore, began to have

effeQ, when there was danger, in refufing his requeft. The Rajah

ordered three thoufand horfe and two thoufand fepoys, under the

command of Mona-ji, to join the army ; which, when the obje£t of

the expedition was, thus, obtained, returned to Trltchinopoly ^.

But this extorted aid was almoft immediately recalled, by the ver-

fatllity of Pretaupa Sing ; for the Tanjorines returned home as foon

as the fetting in of the Monfoon obliged the Nabob and Major

Lawrence to canton their troops 4- A fum of money, fent by the

Myforean to Succo-ji, the Rajah's favourite, a threatening letter from

M. Dupleix to the Rajah himfelf, together with a rooted averfion

He again re-

cals his troop;

Being bribed

by the Myfo-

[hrc"aancd by to the caufe of the Nabob, and a diftruft of his allies, the Englifli,

?n the point" determined the faithlefs Tanjorine to break all his engagements *.

of fioning a j^ gj^ ^^^^ jj^g T)o'mt of fignlng a treaty with the French and
treaty wilh ^ ' a a j

them. their allies and of taking an a£live part in the war ; when an un-

fuccefsful attempt on Trltchinopoly, in the end of November I753»

terrified him from his intended French alliance f.

X Lawrence'* Narrative, p. 48.

SIbid.

II
Orme, vol. i. p. 296.

fl Lawrence's Narrative, p. 48.

I- Ibid. p. $4.

• Orme, vol. i. p. 519, 32c,

Narrative, p. 55.

f Orme, vol. i. p. 325.

Lawrence's

The
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CHAP.
III.

The Marattas

attack his

" The French finding that their misfortune produced a change in

his intentions," and that he began to " repent, that he had (hewn
" fo much inclination to abandon the Nabob and the Englifli," re-

•folved to wafte no more time in negociation, but prepared to fend a
'^''"'"^>''

party of Marattas to ravage liis country §. Pretaupa Sing, having

intelligence of their defign, ordered a body of troops againft the

Marattas ; but pretended that the objedt of aflembling thofc troops

was to join the Englifli if. Pie was foon deprived of this aflumed

merit ; for the Tanjorines refufed, upon the requifition of Major

Lawrence, to join the army If.

The Marattas, having penetrated into the province of Taniore, They are cut
° ^ ^ -J

ofi" by his

had, from their ignorance of the country, entangled themfelves troops.

between two impaffable branches of the river Coleroon. Pent up

in that difadvantageous fituation, by a fuperior number of Tanjo-

rines, under the command of Mona-ji, eight hundred of them were

killed, and the reft taken prifoners and impaled alive *. The Na-

bob and his allies had formed hopes, that this fuccefs would induce

the Rajah to fend his troops to join them ; but they were again dif-

appointed. Attached to the enemies of the Nabob, nothing but a Hisfaitblefs

^ ^ ' o conduft to-

turn of the fcale of fortune in favour cvf that prince, could induce ^^'ds the

.
Englilh and

Pretaupa Sing even to prete?ul that he was his friend. When any Nabob.

misfortune happened, he flew off to the interefts of the enemy.

Upon the defeat of the Englilh convoy at Kelly- Cotah in the month

of February, he prevented his merchants from fupplying Tritchi- i75'4-

1-1 •<- II tin c rr He prevents

nopoly with more provinons ||. When, on account or the necelTity fuppiies for

of '* recovering the Rajah to the Nabob's intercft," Mr. Palk was pji'y,

fent to Tanjore, in April 1754) he found him of difficult accefs f.

His minifter was devoted to the interefts of the French and Myfo-

§ Ormc, vol. i. p. 325,

t Ibid.

«I Orme and Lawrence, paflim.

• Orme, vol.i. p. 3^2.

63.

Ibid. p. 346. Lawrence's Narrative, p.

t Lawrence's Narrative, p. 64.

N reans.
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CHAP, reans. The Raiah himfelf was waverine add irrefolute ; one hour
Jii.

•' * , .

< V ' feemlngly convinced by Mr. Palk's arguments, the next liftening to
His irrel'olute ,...„ , .,.,. , tii ••
conduft. his minuter, and approvmg his advice : upon the whole determining

nothing:}:. But, though Mr. Palk prevented him from fignlng the

treaty with theMyforcans, he could not induce him to fend his troops

to join the Englifh §.

1-54. Though the French, under M. Maiflin, had wantonly attacked

HeftinLfi. ^^^^ Rajah's country ; though they had broken down the mound at

"'^** Coiladdy, which diverted the flreams of the Cavery into the pro-

vince ; though their allies the Marattas had cut to pieces twelve

hundred of his horfe, under his uncle Gauderow, though Major

Lawrence, to work upon his fears, had marched to Tanjore ; Mr.

Palk and Captain Caillaud found fome difficulty in perfuading him

of his imprudence, in withdrawing his affiftancc from the Englifh

But is int'imi- and hls fuperior, the Nabob. Terrified by the army, under Major
dated atlall.

, , Lawrence
II

, and frightened by his own misfortunes, Pretaupa Sing

a body of his ordered new troops to be raifed ; and a confiderable body, under
troops join

Major Law- Mona-ji, joined the Englifh at Atchempettah on the 27th of July

1754. To fave his country from the depredations of the Marattas,

who had lately cut off fo large a body of his horfe, he agreed, on

the requifition of the Nabob, to furnilh the money demanded by

thofe marauders, for evacuating the Carnatic *.

Part/ writers Some late writers, who call fidtion to the fupport of their party,

reprimanded,
^^j^g^g f^^t]^ f^jig^ have, from one of the authorities f fo often quoted,

framed a tale very different, from the fads we have ftatcd above.

Contempt is too flight a punifliment, for men, who wilfully de-

The-r fa'fe ccive. Had the intelligent hiftorian, on whom they father their

quotitior.s.
falfchoods. Written ambiguoufly on the charader and condutft of

J Lawrence'a Narrative, p. 64. 30,000 1. and it is even doubtful, whether the

^ Orme, vol. i. p. 34S. money was ever paid, Morari row haviug quit-

D Rous's Appendix, No. VF. p. 66. ted the Carnatic in July 1754.
• Vide Orme and Lawrence, p.idim. Tho f Mr. Oimc.

fum was three lack of rupees ; little more than

I Pretaupa
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Pretaupa Sing, the world might be induced to afcribe their errors to ^ ^^ ^ P«

zeal, and their mifrcprefentations to prejudice. But what judgment ' ^ '

c c ^ 1 1 • • ,- 1 • ,• Their want of
are we to rorm or their candour, what opinion or their morality, candour and

when we fin ! that the very pages, which they cite, prefent irrefra-
j^.^^"°^°'^'

gable proofs of their perverfion of truth ? Common prudence ought

to have fupplied a want of principle, in this refpedl ; for the aver-

fion of the Public to an inveftigation of Indian tranfacftions, is too

flight a fecurity againft detedion. But they wrote for the purpofe Advance bold

.
alTertlons for

of the day ; and they hoped, that, on a fugitive fubjedt, bold affer- fads.

tions might have a chance of paffing for fads. Fortunately for the

memory of the late General Lawrence, they feem to have known

nothing of his narrative of his own campaigns ; otherwife that

gallant officer might have been raifed from the dead to fupport

falfehoods, which his honeft heart abhorred, when alive.

A change, which happened, in the government of Pondicherry, A change ;
_

1 • • r ^^^ govern-
on the 2d or Auguft 1754, put an end, in its conlequences, to the mentofPon-

Myforean war, which had been fo long carried on, in the neigh-

bourhood of Tritchinopoly ; and the Carnatic was reftored to a kind

of temporary tranquillity. The Britifh miniflry, upon the com- ^^^''^r*^^""

plaints of the Eaft-lndia Company, had made remonftrances to the Brit.ih mini-

court of France, againft the troubles raifed and continued, by the

French nation, on the coaft of Coromandel. To give weight to

thofe remonftrances, a fquadron of men of war, with fome troops,

were ordered to the Eaft- Indies ; and the French court, unprepared

for a general war, refolved to exhibit a mark of their pacific inten-

tions, by removing M. Dupleix from the government of Pondi-

cherry. His fucceftor, M. Godeheu, arriving at that place, on

the 2d of Auguft 1754, opened his adminiftration, by communi- of arms in

eating to the Englifli Prefidency, his earneft defire, for an imme- '''^ '-amaMc

diate termination of hodilities between the two Companies. A
fufpenfion of arms took place, on the nth of 0£lober, and a pro-

vifional treaty was concluded, on the a 6th of December 1754.

N 2 The
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The Myforean, fupported only by his own obftinacy, continued

a kind of war, in the environs of Tritchinopoly, for the firft three
1755.

Aftairsofthat months of the year 1755. An invafion by SuUabut Jung, the Subah
province dur-

ing the year of the Decan, who had marclicd with an army to enforce the payment
'^^' of the tribute due by Myfore, to the empire of the Moguls, recalled

him, in the month of April, to defend his own country. Difappointed,

in all his views, from his long expedition, he left the French the

heirs of his claims on the Carnatic *. In the month of July,

AH a^klww-.
Mahommed Ali was requefted, by the Englifh Prefidency, to take up

bo'b^*'^'^^'
hisrefidence at Arcot, being now deja^lo what he had been Xon^de

jure., Nabob of the Carnatic. Several Polygars, pofleflbrs of forts,

and refradory renters of diftrids, were either reduced by force,

or intimidated into a fubmiflion, by the joint arms of the Englifh

and the Nabob. Though fomc difturbances ftill continued, in the

provinces of Madura and Tinnevelly, they fubmitted in general to

the government of Mahommed Ali ; who found himfelf acknow-

ledged, before the end of 1755, from the river Pennar to Tinr

ncvclly.

• Oritie, vol. i. p. 389.

CHAP.



THE EAST-INDIA COMPANT» 93

CHAP. IV.

TranfaEltons on the Coafl, from 1756, to the Conclufion

of the 'Treaty^ hetweeit the Nabob and the Rajah of Tan-

jore^ in lyOz^

WH EN the Englifh and French were contending, about the C H A p.

eftablifhment of a governor, over one of the Mogul pro- "^—v ',,., . 1/1- 1 •• o General re-
vinces, the Mogul empire was haltcning to that termination of fleaion.

exigence, to which human inftitutions, Uke man himfelf, feem to

be deftined by fate. The weak Ahmed Shaw, having fat near feven ^^^ emperos

_ _^ , . . .
Ahmed de-

years upon tlie throne of Delhi, without either exertion or autho- poftd.

rity, was depofed and deprived of fight, in the latter end of the

year 1754*. He himfelf was the author of his misfortunes ; but

the ador, in the melancholy fcene, was Shab-ul-dien, fon of Ghazi-

ul-dien and grandfon of the old Nizam. That lord, though flill a

youth, poffeffed all the abilities, courage and villainy of his family.

Having imprifoned his mafter, he raifed Alumgire II. the fon of Alumgue if,

.
raifed to the

Moaz-ul-dien and grandfon of Bahader Shaw, the fon and fucceflbr throne.

of Aurungzebe, to the vacant throne. But this unfortunate prince,

being as weak as his predecefibr, was but little calculated to reftore

the empire to its former fplendour t«

All the provinces, except thofe which lay between Delhi and Moti of the

Lahore, had been in fad difmembered from the empire, thouch pro^'p<^f= "lad

^ o alrtady re-

they paid a nominal allegiance. The Decan had been ufurped, by vohed.

• Dow's Decline of the Empire, p. 56. f Dow's Decline of ihe Empire, p. 59.
Lawrence's Narrative, p. 58.

the
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CHAP, tiie family of the very perfon, to whom Ahimgire owed his throne.

L .- > Guzcrat was entirely loft ; the three provinces of Bengal had fub-

milted to the government of a mean Tartar adventurer and his fuc-

ceflbrs ; Malava was divided among petty Rajahs ; and Ajmere owned

the authority of an independent prince. Moft of the provinces, which

had been formerly fubjedt to the empire, were involved in all the

ftlie of India, horrors of a civil war. " Villainy was pradifed in every form ;

all law and religion were trodden under foot ; the bands of private

friendfhips and connedions, as well as of fociety and government,

were broken ; and every individual, as if in a foreft full of wild

beafts, found no fafety, but in the ftrength of his own arm *."

Affairs of the SuUabut Jung, whom the French had raifed to the ofiice of Subah

of the Decan, upon the death of his nephew, MuzifFer Jung, in

the month of February 1751, fliU poflefled the dignity of Nizam,

in oppofition to the court of Delhi. Supported by the arms of

thofe, to whom he owed his power, he held a confiderable degree of

authority in the provinces, which lay neareft to his capital. The

Marattas, who had been formidable, for many years, to the whole

empire, had torn feveral large diftrids, from the dominion of Sul-

Ibuin'four labut Jung t ; and his friends the French had obtained, from his fa-

provinces,
^^^^^ ^^ rather extorted from his fears, the four maritime provinces

of Muftaphanagur, Yalore, Rajamundrum and* Chicacole. Thefe

acquifitions, together with the province of Condavir, put the French

in poflefhon of " the fea-coaft of Coromandcl and OrifTa, in an un-

interrupted line of fix hundred miles, from the Gondegama to the

which yield
famous Pagoda of Jagganat X

" This extenfive territory, yielding

annually half annuallv more than half a million fterling, was the greateft domi-
miilion. •'

T r-

nion, hitherto, poflcfled by Europeans in Hmdoltan. In return for

ceflions fo valuable, the French lent their arms to the Subah, to re-

• Dow'j Decline of ihc Empire. f Crmc, vol. i. p. 329. t I^id. p. 334' 335-

cover
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cover the tiihute due to the empire, from the rich and extenfive chap.
1 V* .

province of Myfore. It was his march into that country, which de- »

—

~^ »

livered the Carnatic, in April 1755, from the troublefome, though

ineffedtual, war carried on at Tritchinopoly by the Myforean re-

gent.

The conditional treaty concluded in i/sf- had introduced a fuf- A fbfpenfioo
' '

-^ of arms be-

penfion of hoftilities between the Englifli and French, not only as '^^ten the

1 1 II- 1 n/r
Englilhaod;

enemies to one another, but as allies to the country-powers. Ma- French.

hommed Ali, now acknowledged Nabob of the Carnatic, was ftill

far from proffeffing that decifive authority over the country, which

the nature of his office implied. The Zemindars of the province of Unfettled-

. ... Hate of the.-

Madura, and the Polygars of Tinnevelly raifed difturbances in the Carnatic

fouth ; and though the Polygars of the north had made fome com-

penfation, for the tribute, which they had retained during the late

civil war, their fubmiffion had only the appearance of being

temporary, as they were not deprived of the means of fupporting

future difobedience. Mortaz-Ali, the Phoufdar of Velore, was not Momz-Ali
fupportedby.

only a powerful, and, therefore, a dangerous dependent ; but had the French,

even been, and ftill might be, the rival of the Nabob, as governor

of the country, fhould the prefent fl:ate of the Englifh influence

fufFer any change. When a force had marched from Arcot, to de-

mand the cuftomary tribute, the interference of the French, in fa-

vour of Mortaz-Ali, had convinced the Nabob, that they only

waited for a future opportunity to renew their former exertions

againft; his title and power.

To add to his embarralTment, the Rajah of Tanjore, whom he had Rajah of

a right to confider as a vaflal of the empire, accountable for his con- fraftory.

dudl to him, as Nabob of Arcot, had not only fhewn an attach-

ment to his enemies in the late war, but had, now, without his Attached to

the Fiench.

authority, kindled a war of his own. This war was carried on, Makes waron.

againft: Tondiman, a Polygar, whofe allegiance had been transferred
Ton<ieman.

to
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A fdi hful

v.iff.il of the

Carnatic

Caufesof the

war.

War between

Great Britain

and France.

to the Moguls, as a dependent on Tritchinopoly, when that city and

province came under their power. His territories lay between

Tanjore and Madura, bordering, in part, to the north, on the pro-

vince of Tritchinopoly, to the Naig of which the Polygar had been

fubjed, from the earliefl: account we have received of the affairs of

the Carnatic *. Faithful to his duty, as a vailai, he not only fent

a body of four hundred horfe and three thoufand CoUeries to the aid

of the Nabob, when beficged in Tritchinopoly in 1752; but had,

during the war, fupplied the army with provifionsf ; when, at the

very lime, the Rajah of Tanjore prevented his merchants from car-

rying any to the camp or city. Againfl this ufeful and faithful

vafl'al, Pretaupa-Sing proceeded to hoftiliiies. The pretence of war

marks the charadter and injullice of the Rajah. Having ceded Kclly-

liclly-cotah and its diftrids to Tondeman, for fervices performed, in

a feafon of diftrefs, he difavowed the ceffion, when that diftrefs was

removed. Mona-ji, who was, at the time, general and minifter of

Tanjore, enraged at his matter's perfidy, " purloined the ufe of the

feal, and delivered the patents, thus apparently authenticated, ac-

cording to promife." Captain Calliaud, who commanded at Tritchi-

nopoly, by working on Pretaupa Sing's natural timidity, fufpended

hoftilities, but could not induce the Rajah to lay afide the defign of

war X'

In May 1756, war was declared between Great Britain and

France. But the two Companies, on the coafl; of CoromandeJ, had

fo much weakened their refpedlive forces, by detachments, to other

parts of India, that both feemed averfe to commit hoftilitics, for

fomc time after the advices of a breach, between the two nations,

* Rous's Appendix, No. XXVr. p. 941. f'om his country. I.awrcncf, p. 45. Vide

t Orme, vol. i. p. 172. 273. 28,-. 294. 343. Cambridge's Tranfaaions on the Coalt, p. 78.

340.351. Thi: Polygar, Tondeman, lliil re- J Orme, vol. i. p. 403. Cambiidge'sTranf-

inained a friend to the Nabob. He fonictimes adtions on the Coaft of Coromandel, p. 99.

fent his tioops, and alJ our provifions came

9 arrived.
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^rrived §. Though they took the field, at laft, nothhig remarkable CHAP.

happened during the year 1757. The difturbances of the Carnatic

flill continued. Two of the Nabob's brothers, aiming at indepen- Difturbances

dence, took arms in the two extremities of his goverament. Ma- tic.

pheus Chan, employed in the reduction of the Polygars, in

the provinces of Madura and Tinnevelly, having obtained a corn-

plete vi<£lory, held the city of Madura, in oppofition to the Nabob

and his allies ; whilft Nazeabulla, his natural brother*, became re- Nriob'sbro-

fradtory in his government of Nellore. To add to the public cala-
""''^' *'

mities arifing from this double rebellion, the Marattas invaded the

Carnatic to demand the Chout, which had not been paid ever fince Jemy'^fd^hT'

the defeat and death of Anwar-ul-dien in 1749. But their retreat Chout.

was purchafed with the trifling fum of three lacks of rupees
-f-.

Though Captain Calliaud had, by his fpirited condudl, fufpended ^'ar ketween
Tarjore and

the war between Pretaupa-Sing and Tondiman in 1756, the Rajah Tondiman

had refumed his hofl:iIe intentions in the beginning of 1757. Kelly-

nelly-cotah, the obje£t of conteft, was taken by Mona-ji, the general

of Tanjore, in the month of January. But though Calliaud made a fufo°o^a\a

journey to Tanjore, as well to re-eftabli(h peace, as to obtain troops, <i"'e Engiifli.

from both the contending parties, to aflift in the reduction of Ma-

dura, he failed, in all his efforts, and found the difference between

them irreconcileable |. Both promifed fair ; but Tondiman only

adhered to his word. A thoufand of his horfe and one hundred

Colleries joined Calliaud at Anwafhul. Five hundred horfe were The Rajah's
J treacherous

expeded from Tanjore ; but none came. Calliaud " being convinced '^°"'J"'^'

that the Rajah, notwithftanding his promifes, did not intend to fend

any, made a merit of reiedtinfr what he was not likely to obtain 11."
'

. . ... "a !ate xvfiter

Yet a late writer dogmatically affirms, from the hiilorian jufl cited, ceniured.

J Cambr'dge, p. ic8. J Ornic, vol. it. p. 198.
* Ibid. p. lie. Or.aie, vol. ii.

||
Ibid.

t 37.500 '•

O that
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CHAP, that Prctaupa-Sing " had attached his Jelfx.o the caufe of the Eng-

« ^—' lifh, had fupported their ally, had fought his and their battles *.

M, LaUyar- On the 28th of April 175^, a confulcrable reinforcement of

dichen-y
" troops arrived at Pondicherry, under the command of the Count

de Lally. The known fuperiority of the French on the coaft, prior

to the coming of this force, had determined the Englifli Prefidency

to fufpend all operations in the field, and to diftribute the troops in

the different garrifons
-f-.

On the very evening of Lally's landing

at Pondicherry, he ordered one thoufand men, under Count

d'Eftaign, to march towards Fort St. David ; but it was the 26th

Takes Fort of ^^^y before he opened his batteries againfl: the place. On the

St. David. ^^^ Qf June the fort furrendered, after a feeble refiflance ; and

Devi-Cotah was evacuated before the enemy marched that way.

Nothing lefs, than the total expulfion of the Britifli from the coaft

of Coromandel, if not from ail India, was the objedt of the French ;

who were, now, pofTelTed of a greater force of Europeans, than was

ever before, at one period, in that country. Madras was the next

objedl, after the taking of Fort St. David. But the fuperiority of

the Britifh fquadron rendered it difhcult, if not impraclicable, to

tranfport, by fea, the necefTary ftores from Pondicherry for befieg-

ing the place ; and Lally had neither money nor influence in the

country, to enable him to carry them by land.

Tofuppiyhis The wealth of the Rajah of Tanjore had rendered him a fit obje£t

wants, he re- £ plunder : and, befides, the French government at Pondicherry
f .Ives to at- i ' °

rack Tanjore. •were pofTcflcd of fuch a claim as might give a colour of juflice to

demands upon that wealth. When, in the year 1751, MuzifFer-

Jung, as Subah of the Decan, and Chunder-Saib, in quality of Na-

bob of Arcot, had reduced Prctaupa-Sing to extremity, he com-

ITi, claims on pounded thc arrears of tribute, from the death of Sipadar Ali in 1 742,
the Rnjih. i

at 5,600,000 rupees J. Unable, or rather unwilling, to pay this

• Defence of Lord Pigot, p. 40. -j- Cambridge, p. 123. 1632,500!.

A fum.
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fum, he had given his bond to Chunder-Saib ; and Chunder-Saib

had transferred his property, in that deed, to the French government.

To add political importance to this kind of private claim, the Count

de Lally, in imitation of the Englifh in 1749, efpoufed the caufe of

a pretender to the crovernment of Taniorc. The wretched figure, ^= "''^' "P
'^ ° '

_
° a prciendtr.

whom he refolved to raife, on this occafion, to favour his views,

was one Gatica, the uncle of Shaw-ji, whofe pretenfions the Eng-

lilli Prefidency had aiTerted, where they fufFered themfelves to be

purchafed from his caufe by the ceflion of Devi-Cotah. His ho-

nourable allies had agreed to detain Shaw-ji, in prifon, when they

fettled matters with his rival ; but the unfortunate man found means

to efcape from their hands. In revenge for his flight, or to fecure

his inaftivity, they threw Gatica into the fetters from which his ne-

phew had extricated himfelf. With Fort St. David, he fell into the

hands of Lally, who produced him at Pondicherry, " with much

oftentatlon and ceremony *," to raife the apprehenfions, and con-

fequently to open the treafure, of Pretaupa-Sing to his intended de-

mands f.
'

The preparations and intentions of Lally having reached the ears Rajah foiicitj

of Pretaupa-Sing, he folicited the aid of the Nabob and the protec- Nabob, s^z.

tion of the Englidi. Though his former condud had given him no

claim to aflfiftance from either, they were both willing to give, from

policy, what he had no risrht to aflc from their gratitude. They, *^'"'^'i ''^ '"

I J' '=> " ' orUered tore-

therefore, authorized Captain Calliaud, who then commanded at ceive.

Tritchinopoly, to a<£l as occafion might require. But that officer, Hi- undcd-

from his perfonal knowledge of the character of the Rajah, toge- treacherous

ther with " the continual and authentic accounts, which he obtained

of the duplicity of his councils J,'' was afraid of " fending fuccours,

which might be betrayed to the enemy §." He was apprehenfive.

* Orme, vol. ii. p. 31?.

t Orme and Lawrence, paffim.

% Orme, vol. ii, p. 3

:

§ Ibid.

O z on
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IV.
on the other hand, that his with-holding afTiftance might fiirnlfli the

timidity of Pietaupa, with a pretext to make terms with the

French. " He, therefore, at all rifques, detached five hundred

Sepoys with ten European artillery-men, and three hundred Col-

Difiruftedby leries *,'' to Tanjore. This force, he deemed, was fufficient to

liaud, keep up the hopes of the Rajah of receiving more; having pru-

dently refolved to accommodate his own future aid to the condudl

of Pretaupa ; which, as he had reafon to diftruft it, he gave direc-

tions fliould be narrowly watched
-f-.

Rajah treats
Lally, marching from Pondicherry on the i8th of June, arrived

with the on the fame day of July, within fix miles of Tanjore. Pretaupa-

Sing, having endeavoured to amufe the French in their march with

Folly and negociation, their commander, with a precipitate folly, infeparable

of Lally. from his charader, expofed his own incapacity of enforcing any

terms, by the nature of thofe he propofed. Having reduced his

claim of more than five millions of rupees, to one million ; he in-

fifled upon receiving ten thoufand pounds weight t)f gun-powder.

j_,3 Though the want of an article, fo neceflary to the operations of war,

might be thought a fufficient encouragement againft all treaty, the

Rajah is inti- feeble fpirit of Pretau pa gave Way, upon the arrival of fome bat-

terinc: cannon, from Karrical t. " He conferred in earneft with

Lally, and concluded a treaty, the terms of which were founded on

that commander's declaration, that he intended to march from Tan-

Heaorcesto jorc againfl Tritchiuopoly §." To aid the French againft his fupc-

f.'^ainii'ihe"'^*'
rior, the Nabob, as well as the Englifli, the allies of that prince, whofe

Nabob and troops were adually defending his capital, the treacherous and timid

Pretaupa " agreed to lend three hundred of his beft horfe, to furniih

one thoufand Coolies and Mattockmen, and to fupply the French

army with provifions during the fiege ||." He alfo confcnted " to

• Orme, vol. ii. p. 322. t l^^'J- t ^^^^- P 32+. 5 Ibid. ||
Ibid.

deliver
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deliver two refpedlable hoftages, and to give five hundred thouCind ^ ^^
-^ *'•

iTjpecs *, to be paid, at different periods, and upon the execution of -^—

>

ftatcd terms §.

The languor, with which his part of the treaty was executed by Raniufsof
Lailv breaks

Pretaupa Sing, inflamed the irafcible fpirit of Lally, into a re- the tre^^ty.

newal of the war. The puerile threats of that officer improved

the natural timidity of the Rajah into defpair. He refolved to de-

fend himfelf to thelaft extremity. He redoubled his folicitations for

aid from Tritchlnopoly. Captain Calliaud, who was no ilranger to

the late negociations, " had hitherto tho'jght it unfafc to trufl; any

more troops in the Rajah's power, whilft making engagements to

affifl: the French, in the reduction of Tritchinopoly -f-." But, being

convinced, from this laft rupture, that the time of negociatlon was

paft, he detached on the 6th of Augufl: a confiderable reinforcement

to Tanjore. Lally, having opened his batteries on the 2d, had on

the 7th made a breach in the wall. But, having expended his am- Heraifesthe-

munition, and being alfo terrified, by the defeat of the French
'^^^'

fquadron, on the coaft, he called a council of war, in which it was

relolved to raife the fiege '\.. In his retreat he was harafled by the

Tanjorines ; and, thus, ended an expedition, undertaken through

diftrcfs, carried on in folly, and defeated by paffion and impatience.

Though the ineffedual hoftilities againft Tanjore had demonftrated. The French •

that the French were deftitute of the means of war, as well as of an forrct.Mhc

able commander for carrying it on, their fuperiority in numbers ftill
'°^^ '

induced the Britifli to confine themfelves within their forts. The

Count de Lally, with all the intemperance and impatience of his

violent mind, quarrelled with his friends, whilft he made rapid pre-

parations for attacking his enemies. His difappointment, rather

than defeat, before Tanjore, had roufed his indignation, as having
,

• 62,500 1.

§ Oime, vol. ii. p. 324, 325.

f Orme, vol. ii. p. 31').

I Onne, Cambridge, India Papers pallim.

proceeded
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proceeded from a contemptible enemy ; and he refolved to recover

from a more refpcdahle foe, the laurels, which his own precipitate

folly had loft. Having taken the field, in the end of September,

he took pofleflion of Arcot, the capital of the Carnatic, on the 4th

of Odober, with all the oftentation natural to exceffivc pride §.

On the 1 2th of the fame month, a confiderable reinforcement,

from the French fettlements in Golconda, having croifed the moun-

tains, behind the pagoda of Tripetti, arrived at Arcot. This addi-

tional force efcorted a confiderable fiim of money, which, with fup-

plies of the fame kind from Mauritius, enabled Lally to profecute

the war, with vigour ||.

The Prefidency at Fort St. George, no longer in doubt concern-

ing Lally's intention to lay fiege to that place, began to prepare for

a vigorous defence. An officer of the moft diftinguiflied merit,

Colonel Lawrence, commanded the garrifon; but the nominal "de-

fence of the fiege *" was committed, by a vote of the Council, to

Mr. George Pigot, then Prefident for the Company, at Madras.

This gentleman, though bred to trade, was poflefTed of perfonal re-

folution ; and he had once feen the face of an enemy, about feven

years before f .
" Every good officer being in the field," in the

middle of July 1751, Mr. Saunders, then Governor of Fort St.

David, ordered Mr. Pigot, one of the Council, to condud a convoy

of ftores to Verdachellum, a fort to the north of the river Coleroon.

This fervice he performed, without lofs ; but being attacked, upon

his return, by the troops of a Polygar, with match-lock guns, Mr.

Pigot had the good fortune to fave himfelf, by the fpeed of his

horfe X- The vote, which conferred upon Pigot " the defence of

the fiege If," dire<fted him to confult Colonel Lawrence, on all occa-

§ Ormc, vol. ii. p. 368. CnmbriJge, p.

140.

II
Ormc, India Papers, paHim.

• Ormc, vol. ii. p. 388.

i Orme, vol. i. p. 181.

J Ibid.

f Ibid. vol. ii. p. 388.

fions,
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fions, and on extraordinary emergencies to aflemble a council of the ^ ^^ ^•

fuperior officers of the garrifon
II

. Mr. Pigot, during the fubfequent ' ^ '

fiege, exhibited refolution and adivity. He vifited the works every His nfnduity

_ _
and care of

day, encoutaged the garrifon, and rewarded their fervices, with theprovifions.

money. But the mofl: commendable part of his conduct was his

attention to the provifions, which were plenty and good in their

kind IT.

To thefe arrangements, within the walls of Fort St. George, pre- Preparations

, . , iTi 1 1 r -1 1 • 1 • made.without
paralions were made, without, to dilturb the iiege, with which it the fort.

was threatened. The garrifon of Chingleput was reinforced. Cap-

tain Calliaud, with a party, was ordered from Tritchinopoly, upon

which the command and protedllon of that city were committed to

Captain Jofeph Smith, who has fince made fuch a diftlnguiihcd

figure, on the coaft of Coromandel. That officer had, by orders

from the Prefidency, detached two thoufand Sepoys, from his garri-

fon, on the 21ft of November. The Rajah of Tanjore, the Mara- The Rajah of

war, and the Polygar Tondiman, who had fo freely and fo faithfully
^t^g"j7oVatd'

given aid, in the Myforean war, gave affurances and was really col-

ledlng fome troops *. But the Marawar returned no anfwer
-f-,

either to the requifitions of the Nabob, or the folicitations of the

Prefidency J. The Rajah of Tanjore, notwithflanding the late in- „.^ . .

juries he had fuftalned from the French, and the late aid he had re- profeiTions.

ceived from the Englifh, exprefled himfelf in equivocal terms. To

overcome his obftinacy and, if poffible, to rouze his gratitude. Major ^1^^°'^^^'

Calliaud was fent, on the 30th of November, in a common maf- Tanjore.

foola, to Tranquebar ; from whence he was to proceed to Tanjore,

" to convince the Rajah of the impolicy of his indifference §."

II

Orme, vol. ii. p. 388. + Ibid.

f\ Ibid. p. 457. I InJIa Papers.

•Ibid. p. 384. § Orme, vol, ii. p. 384,

Major
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CHAP. Major Calliaud, after having encountered various difficulties and

-> overcome many interruptions, arrived at Tanjorc, on the 17th of

thlipUce. December. Prior to that officer's arrival, Captain Jofeph Smith at

Triichinopoly had " clofely prelTed" the Rajah, to furnifh the thou-

Faithlefs and {-gjjj horfe rcquefted by the Prefidency *. But he pleaded the ravages

condudtofthe committed by the French, as an excufe, and " demanded two hun-

dred thoufand rupees
"f-

beforehand;" at length he plainly faid, that

he thought the Englifli did not cai-e what befel the territories of their

allies, provided they could defend their own. But as he could not

allege this indifference to himfelf, when attacked by the French, he

Hisfarcafm cited the unconcem, with which they had fufFered " that nation to

lift,. take every fort belonging to the Nabob, and even his capital of Ar-

cot, without making any efforts to protedl them ;" yet " he knew

the Prefidency had not the means, and with the Nabob's were lofing

Hisinatten- their own revenues t.'' Colonel Calliaud found the Raiah fo pre-
tion to their ^ - '

rcprefcnta- poffcffi-'d of the decline of the fortune of the Fnglifh, that he neg-

leiled the cuftomary attentions to himfelf, as their rcprefentative

;

for, inflead of allotting to him a houfe, he permitted him to refide in

a common choultry, the ufual receptacle of the meaneft travellers §.

Herefufes af- -pQ ajj |nfult to his Want of attention, the Rajah permitted the two
filliiiice, aid

_

' '

favours the Frcuch hoflages, whom he had detained, ever finceLally's inefFcdual

fiege, to depart, as it were, in Major Calliaud's fight. In a conference

with the Major, he alleged, that he had fufficiently expofed himfelf

to the refentment of the French, by having already fent three hun-

dred horfe to the affiftance of the Engliffi. Yet thcfe horfe were not

furnifhed by the Rajah, but hired in his territories, by the Nabob's

175?- aP-ents 11. The Rajah, knowing that Calliaud could raife no money,
Hi» evaf.ve o j u j w

conduft. on the credit of the Company, in the prefent gloomy flate of their

• O.me, vol. ii. p, 437. § ibid, p. 438,

+ 2j,oool.
II

Ibid. p. 399.

t Orme, vol. ii. p. 437.

I affairs,
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affairs, offered four hundred horfe, provided he would difcharge ^ ^ '^ ^'*

their arrears. In vain did Calliaud apply for money at Tanjore, at u —>•—

^

Negapatam and even at Tritchinopoly. The agents, who had

been accuftomed, in the firft of thofe places, to give money, for bills

on the Prefidency, were either intimidated by the Rajah, or terrified

by the untoward afpedl of the times. The Dutch of Negapatam,

though they proffered a loan, took fuch advantage of the ftate of

things, that they demanded a difcount of 25 per cent, upon bills

;

and the Shroff at Tritchinopoly '' retraced his promife, and refufed

to fupply money, upon any terms *." But though Mr. Norris, a

member of the Council, who happened to pafs through Tanjore, on

his way to Tritchinopoly, advanced ten thoufand pagodas ; and,

*' by this fupply obviated the pretexts of delay," the Rajah broke his Hefhamefuiiy

•r • r J. • • 1 1 r breaks his

promife with regard to the horfe j. This difhonourable and evafive promife.

condud: forced Major Calliaud to quit Tanjore, expreffmg at his

departure his utmoft indignation, which he intended fhould be con-

veyed to the Rajah's ears J. Terrified by the difguft, refentment and

abrupt departure of Major Calliaud, he ordered, at length, the de-

manded cavalry to march ; but having, perhaps defignedly, broke

his promife of paying their arrears, they proceeded flowly, re-

luctantly and ufelefsly, on their way §.

The Rajah's treachery to the Englifh was accompanied by in- Heinfultstke

fults to his fuperior the Nabob. Under the uncertainty of the fafety ^ °
'

of the fort, Colonel Lawrence had prevailed with that prince, to

leave Madras, with his family, on the 20th of Decem.ber. After a

fhort, but tempeftuous paffage by fea, he arrived at the Dutch fet-

tlement of Negapatam, on his way to Tritchinopoly. His wife

had been brought to bed on board ; and had fallen into a dangerous

illnefs. The retreat of the Nabob, from Madras, under the cir-

• Oime, vol. ii. p. 439. f Ibid. J Ibid. § Ibid. p. 440.'

P cumflances,
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cumftances, which attended it, convinced Pretaupa Sing, that both

he and his allies defpaired of being able to keep the place. The
Nabob announced by his agent, that he intended to come into the

city of Tanjore, on his way to Tritchinopoly ; and that he expeded,

as ufual, to be met by the Rajah on the road. But the Rajah, " ei-

ther from the malignant pleafure of infulting his fuperior in dif-

trefs*," or from his dread of the French, refufed either to admit

the Nabob into the city, or to pay him the cuftomary vifit, without

the walls. He paid no attention to the reprefentations of Major

Calliaud, " who endeavoured to correal his contumacy -f-." The

Nabob, having arrived on the 5th of January 1759, at a village

within feven miles of Tanjore ; Major Calliaud, having vifited that

prince, went afterwards into Tanjore ; and by exliortations, but

chiefly by the appearance of his efcort, prevailed on the Rajah, to

vjfit his fuperior in the cufl:omary manner X.

During thefe tranfadtions at Tanjore, the French army were pre-

paring to prefs Fort St. George with a fiege. The operations of

war form no part of the defign of this efiay. It is doubtful whether

the ignorance of the enemy in the fcicncc of attack, or the fpirit

of the beficgcd in defence, contributed mofl: to fave the place.

The trenches were opened on the 2d of January 1759 ; and the

French quitted them, with precipitation, on the appearance of a re-

inforcement, on the I 7th of February. In a fally condudled, with

more fpirit than judgment, the famous Count d'Eftaing was taken.

The lofs of that adive partifan, together with the death of Saubinet,

an able officer, ruined the exertions of Lally, who feemed to have

had none of the rcquifites neceffary to conftitute a general, except

cnterprife and courage. The rcpulfeof the French diminilhed their

military reputation and increafed that of the Englifli. The Rajah

of Tanjore, in fubferviency to this change of fortune, congratulated

Orme, vol. ii. p. 439. •t
Lbid. t Ibid.

the
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the fuccefs at Madras, with a difcharge of his guns*. The ^ '^ -^ •*•

Prefidency, encouraged by his profeflions f ,
propofcd to him to '>—-v

—

—t

aflift them in furpriling the fort of Karrical. But Pretaupa, or

his minifter in his name anfwcred, that the lall: hoftihties of

the French had ruined his country ; that, as the EngHHi had driven bn refufes

the French from Madras, they (hould drive them alfo from Pondi- theEngiiih.

cherry, " when Karrical would fall of courfe %•" The Prelideacy

then requefted, that he would permit beeves to be purchafed in his

country as provifions for the fquadron §. Regarding this demand,
(Yg'jg""/"^^"

as an infult upon his religion, he would not fuffer the interpreter to the Prefidency

^ ,
to be read.

go on, in reading their letter ||.

The reinforcement, whofe arrival had induced Lally to raife the The EngiiOi

equal in force

fiege of Madras, rendered the Englifh equal, in number of Euro- to the French.

peans, to the French on the coaft. But the want of bullocks, coolies,

and other neceffaries prevented their taking the field till the firfl:

week in March II. The gallant Colonel Lawrence, worn out by '7s9-

Colonel Liw-

the infirmities of age and by difeafe, found himfelr obliged to re- rence refigns -

linquifh a fervice, in which he had made fuch a confpicuous figure.

Colonel Draper, the next in command, whofe health was impaired

by the climate, found himfelf obliged to quit the coaft. Major

Calliaud fucceeded the firft, in the command of the Company's

troops ; and Major Brereton the latter, at the head of thofe of the

king. After fome movements of no confequence, the two armies,

as it were by mutual confent, remained inactive during the greateft

part of the fummer. The Englifli waited for reinforcements ; the

French were mutinous, for want of clothing and pay. About three
_ _ Nothing ma-

hundred men having arrived from Europe at Madras, in the begin- lerbihapper.s

ning of September, Major Brereton, as commander in chief, took the year.

* Orme, voK ii, p. 465. § Orme, vol. ii. p. 46J.
+ Rous's Appendix, No. V. p. 46. \\

Ibid.

X Orme, vol. ii, p. 46;. % Cambiidgc, p. 197.

P 2 the
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C H A P. the field ; but being repulfed at Wandewafli, he fent the troops into

•,_ .- ' cantonment near Conjeveram -f-.
Lieutenant-Colonel Coote arriving,

in the mean time, from Europe, took the command of the army.

But the year 1759 clofed, without any action of much confequence

or great renown.'

1760. The year 1760 opened with an adlion, which, in its confequences,

Wandewafh. dccidcd the fate of the war on the coaft of Coromandel. The Englifti,

January. having taken Wandewafh in December 1759, had revived the repu-

tation of their arms in the eyes of the country powers -, and the pof-

feffion of that place was of fo much importance to the French,

that they fat down before it in the month of January. Lieutenant-

Colonel Coote, in relieving Wandewafh, defeated the whole force

of the enemy in a regular battle. Having loft near eight hundred

dead and wounded in the aQion and left all their cannon and other

trophies and fpoils of war on the field, they were obliged to fhut

Arcot taken, themfelves up in Pondicherry. Arcot, the capital of the Carnatic,

fell into the hands of the vidlors in the month of February J. The

French, in confequence of their defeat, recalled their troops from

the ifland of Seringam, near Tritchinopoly, which had been rclin-

quiflied to them, by the regent of the Myfore, in the year 1755.

and various The forts of Pcrmacoil, Alamparva, Karical, and feveral other
Gthcr forts.

.

places of ftrength, fell, one by one, into the hands of the Englifh
;

and Lieutenant- Colonel Coote took meafures, in the beginning of

April, to block up Pondicherry itfelf by land §.

Nabob pro- During thefe tranfadions, in the Carnatic, the Nabob remained,
pofestoretum ___,.,. , ,^ i i /• r i

to Arcot. in the fortrefs of Tritchmopoly. On the 30th or January, he re-

ceived the news of the battle of Wandewafh ; upon which he pitched

hiis tent, difplayed his great flandard and declared his intention of

returning to the centre of his government ||. Solicitous to make his

f Camhtit'gf', p. 2^6. § Cambiid^f, p. 269,

J Orme, vol. ii. p. 595. || Orme, vo!. ii. p. 599.
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appearance with pomp and figure, he requefted Captain Jofeph ^ ^- '^ ^

Smith to go and afk five hundred horfe of the Rajah of Tanjorc *.

The cavahy, which the Rajah had granted, the year before, to the

JV.

He demands,
in vain, an

threats of Major CalUaud, had returned home, in the month of April, fromTanjo'e!

without having performed any fervicef. After the battle of Wandc-

wafh, changing with the current of fortune, not only the Rajah had

fent horfe and foot, but even the two Marawars their Colleries to the

Nabob at Tritchinopoly. But Pretaupa-Sing, with his ufual verfa-

tility, foon withdrew his troops. When Smith arrived at Tanjore,

the Rajah, who either was, or pretended to be, indifpofed, with dif-

ficulty admitted his vifit. He recommended him to his Dubbeer, Kvaflre Con-

or treafurer ; but that officer, " notwithftanding the late fuccefs of R:,jah.

the Britifh arms, infifted that the Nabob fhould furnifh the pay and

the expences." This, he knew, would be refufed ;
" and Captain

Smith returned, without obtaining a fingle horfeman :|:."

The blockade of Pondicherry employed the arms of the Englifli, R'oc'<aae of

durmg the remaming part or the year 1760. M. Lally, to extricate

himfelf, from his diftreifed fituation, had entered into a treaty with

the Myforeans, with whom the French had maintained a corrcfpon-

dence, ever fince the war, they had jointly carried on, from 1752 to

1755. ^ revolution had happened in Myfore, by which Lally had French tresty

w.ih Hydcr-
hoped to profit, Hydcr-Ali, a VJahommedan partrzan, who had Ah.

diftinguiihed himfelf in the fervice of the Rajah of Myfore as a foldier

of fortune, had found means to become his minifter. Having difplaced

the uncle of the young prince, he feized the reins of government ;

but to provide againft a reverfe of fortune, he was anxious to ac-

quire a place of retreat. Such a place Lally promifed to procure

for him in the Carnatic ; which, together with other terms, beyond

the power of the French to fulfil, induced the new regent to fend

troops and provifions to Pondicherry. But the firft foon failed
;

(01, j- IbiJ, p, 4gr. % Ibid, p. ''oi.

and.
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Pondicherry
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and the latter, with the ufual ficklenefs of Afiatics, retired. The

town reduced, at length, to the laft extremity by famine, furren-

dered at difcretion on the l6th of January 1761 ".

V/ith Pondicherry, the power of France, on the continent of In-

dia, e.xpired. Some forts of little confequence, in the center of the

Carnatic, were garrifoned by French troops ; but when the trunk

was cut down, the branches foon decayed. Thiagur furrendered,

in February, to Major Prefton, at difcretlon ; and the almoft im-

pregnable fortrefs of Gingee could only fecure the honours of war

to its garrifon, which capitulated to Captain Smith on the fifth of

April
-f-.

The fall of that place terminated the war which had con-

tinued, with little intermiflion, for fifteen years, between the Eng-

lilh and French, on the coaft of Coromandel. The fame current of

misfortune had overwhelmed the latter, in every other part of In-

dia. Their government and commerce were extirpated in Bengal.

They had loft the northern provinces, which had been their reward

for the murder of Nazir Jung, the untimely death of his fon Mu-
ziffer and their fupport of his brother Sullabut, as Subah of the

Decan. A few military adventurers of their nation had retired to

Myfore, in purfuit of fortune and fubfiflence ; and thefe, with fome

trading houfes on fufFerance at Surat and Calicut, became a kind of

infult on the former power of the French, by conneding its memory

with misfortune.

Though the hoftilities, between the Englifli and French Compa-

nies, had become a part of the war between the two nations, as each

was afHfted by its refpcdtive fovereign, they were both, ftridly

fpeaking, but auxiliaries to the rivals for the Nabobfhip of the Car-

natic. The Englilh, at leaft, confidered ihcmfclves, as only con-

tending for the legal government, under which they had fo long

flouriftied :{:, againft ufurpers, cither created or fupportcd by the in-

• Camlni.igc, Orme, India Papers, p-itTun. t Governor Saunderi's Letter to the French

f Orme, vol. ii. p 733. Dep.itie.,Feb. 15, 1754. Cambridge's Ap.p.34.

trigues



THE EAST-INDIA COMPANY. m
trlgues and arms of the French. The former, acknowledging the chap.

authority of the Mogul, '' from whom they had received Phirmans, * » '

for their fettlements and trade, and lived under the protection of his

governors," confidered their fupport of his officers neceffary, on h'lheif°my'

every principle of juftice and gratitude*. They knew that the fa- ''"pport'ts

mily of Anwar-ul-dien were the undoubted reprefentatives of the

emperor in the Carnatic ; and their Prefident fcrupled not ta affirm,

in a public deed, that the French had violated the fundamental laws

of the country, and had actually rebelled, in oppofing the legal de-

puties of the empire
-f*.

He fupported the affertion with indifputable

fads. Anwar-ul-dien was the acknowledged, undoubted, and legal The family of
An\var-ul-

Nabob, when the French killed him in battle, fupporting rebels den its legal

againft his authority. Nazir-Jung was governor-general of the

Decan, the acknowledged reprefentative of the Mogul, when he was

affiiffinated, by the intrigues of the French; and they continued their The French,

by opp ifinj

rebellion againft the Mogul, in the perfon of his undoubted repre- them, become

fentative Mahommed Ali, as his rights to his government had not

only been derived from a legal viceroy, but had alfo been approved

by the court of Delhi :}:.

The French, on the other hand, had uniformly fupported ufur- Tjiey rupco?t

_
u.urperf,

pation, rebellion, and alTaffination. Having contributed to the

murder of Nazir-Jung, the lawful viceroy of the Decan, they raifed

Muziffer-Jung to the vacant Mufnud. This Suba, whofe only title to

office arofe from murder, appointed Chunder-Saib, his deputy, in the

Carnatic. The ufurpation of MuzifFer terminating with his life, fcarce

two months after his elevation, the French created another fiditious

viceroy in the Decan. Under this illegal viceroy, they obtained fome

provinces for themfelves and difpofed of the governments of others,

by his illegal commiffions. Notwithftanding the declining ftate of
'^'j]"J^'l"^^'

the empire, and the weaknefs of the prince, who fat upon the throne, "J''J'°ns fron»
* ' Delhi.

* Cambridge's Appendix, p. 34, t Ibid. t !'>'''• P» 35> '^*^'

the
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Nabob.

Recapltula-

the court of Delhi could never be perfuaded to give validity, by

commifnons, to fiich daring invafions, upon its authority. Upon

the death of Nazir Jung, his eldeft brother Ghazi-ul-dien was ap-

pointed governor-general of the Decan ; and when that viceroy was

poifoned, by the procurement of Sullabut Jung, his fon of the fame

M.hommcd name was nominated to his vacant office. The elder Ghazi fent his

fppoinfc/ Saneds * to Mahommed Ali, for the government of the Carnatic,

which were, afterwards, confirmed by the younger Ghazi, as vizier

of the empire. The Mogul himfelf, in proof of his full approba.

tion of the appointment, was pleafed to fend his own phirman to

the Nabob j and to order the Englifli to fupport hira, againft all the

enemies of his authority X-

It appears, by the acknowledgment of the Prefident, adting in his

ticnoffa:t=.
pyiblic capacity and negociating a folemn treaty, that the Englifh,

fettled on the coaft of Coromandel, owned themfelves, on all occa-

fions, the faithful fubjeds of the Mogul empire
|i.

It appears alfo,

that they confidcred the French, who were on the fame footing with

themfelves, with regard to the empire, asadually rebels, on account

of their oppofing the rights and authority of Mahommed Ali, the

Inferences lawful reprefcutative of the Mogul in the Carnatic f. The infer-

ences to be drawn from the whole are, that the Englifh were fubjeds

of the Mogul empire; that, as fuch, they acknowledged, fupported,

and ought to have obeyed the Mogul governor of Arcot ; that Ma-

• " We wrote to the Mogul of the revolu- have never been revoked ; from which itisob-

tion, and our attachmtnt lo the Circar, and vious, that Nabob Mahommed Alice Cawn's

dcfucd his orders, that wc mij>ht aa in obedi- title is juft, and that we have aclcd according

ciicc to them. He was gracinudy pleafed to to the fundamental laws of the country.'—
fend Nabob Mahommed Allee a phirmaund for Governor Saunders's Letter, p. 6, ubi fupra.

the Carnatic, to appoint Gauzedey Cawn vice- % Governor Saunders to the French Deputies,

foy of the Dcckan, who liUewiie granted Na- Feb ijih, 1754, paffim.

bob Mahommed A'Ice a Saned, and gave us ||
ibid. p. 36.

orders to fuppc;t him. This phirmauiid irom '\ Ibid.

the Mogul, this faned from Gauzedey Cawn,

hommcd

ftcm thofc

facts
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hommed AH was iluit governor; that the war, which terminated in ^ H a p.

the expulfion of the French, as rebels, was his war ; and that the '
.

'

Company, inftead of being principals in it, were fcarcely allies, as ^'"[^ ''^
T"-

they only performed their duty, as fubjeds J. It muft be '''**"•

owned, that they executed, with fo much fpirit and fo efFedually,

that duty, that they deferred every reward, confiftent with their

original condition and fundamental tenure, in the empire.

There is, however, great reafon to believe, that the war, which The Nabob's

was brought to fuch a happy conclufion, by the fpirit of the Britifh, them.'the^ori-

had originally fprung from the *' adherence of the family of Anwar- fhemi-forl"

ul-dien, to their caufe. Had the Nabob continued to obferve the ^""^f
°^ ''"

lamily.

treaty of neutrality, concluded with the French, in the end of 1746,

M. Dupleix would not, probably, have had recourfe to a prifon at

Satarah, to raife a rival, for the government of the Carnatic. But

when Fort St. David was threatened, in March 1 747, the Nabob,

ftudious to preferve the peace of the province, made preparations,

which plainly indicated his determined refolution, to fupport the

Engliili intercft, then greatly on the decline, on the coafi:. His fon,

the prefent Nabob, with whom and his brother the French had fet-

tled the treaty of neutrality, made no fecret of the indignation,

which the condu(!!l of that nation had excited in his mind *. To

thefe fources ought, perhaps, to be traced, the extreme animofity,

which the French exhibited, upon every occafion, agalnfl the family

of Anwar-ul-dien f. Be that as it will, it is certain, that the pre-

fent Nabob afcribed all the fucceediug wars with the French, the

death of his father, and the ruin of all his fortune and country, to

\ Such feem to have been the ideas of Go- jour highncfa's prcieUion, as ihey dij under

vernor Pigot. '• It is my fmcere wifh, that that of former Subadars."—Pigot to Nabob,

your highncfslhsuld be firmly cft?blifhed in the Aug. 5 h, 1759. ViJe the f.ime to the farnc,

feat of crovernment, with every honour ?.nd June 23d, 1760. The fame to the Begum,

advantage pofiefTed by your ancellors, and tliat July ill, 1760.

you n^ay enjoy the <wio/« Carnatic ; and that * Rous's Appendix, No I. p. 13.

ihc Company may caity on their buftnefs, undsr f Vide Duplcix's Letter to Nazir Jung.

Q^ the
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CHAP, (he zeal, which he himfelf had fhewn in favour of the Englirti,
IV. ....

«——v^—^ in the years 1747 and 1748 J. This chcumftance occafioned no

everfextricate diminution of that gratitude, which he owed to their fuccefsful ex-
iiin rom it.

gj.j-Qpg j^ extricating him and his family, from the difficulties^

in which they had been involved, by their attachment.

Ttie Nabob When the French were inclofed within the bound-hedge of Pon-

oufly of an dichcrry, in 1760, the Nabob began ferioufly to think of forming

between him a ncw government, or rather a new conftitution, between himfelf

uih.'''*'^"^'
and his fuccefsful allies. The ravages of the French, Myforeans

and Marattas ; the public calamities infeparable from a long feries of

hoftilities; the refradlory condudl of Rajahs, Polygars and Kille-

dars, in not only with-holding their juft tribute, but even aiding the

enemies of the lawful government, had impoveriftied the country,

and ruined the finances of the prince. The treafure of Anwar-ul-

dien had been long exhaufted, by the misfortunes of his family*

The precarious revenue, irregularly collected, from fuch diftrids, as

had not been entirely ruined, by the depredations, or poffefTed by

the power of the enemy, had been expended, as foon as received.

But the late defeat of the French, and the almofl: certain profpedl of

their being driven entirely from the country, feemed to promife

times of tranquillity and profperity, which, with proper manage-

ment, might fupply the wafte made by a war of near fifteen years.

Terms ofihot On the 13th of June 1760, the Nabob wrote a letter to Mr. Pigot,

tgrecmen
. ^^^ Company's Prefident at Madras, containing terms, which, though

lefs than his gratitude wiflied to give *, were greater than his abili-

ties. His propofitions were, that twenty- eight lacks of rupees,

charged upon the grofs revenue of the Carnatic, Ihould be paid per

annum to the Company, till his debts fhould be extinguilhed : That

this annual allowance fhould commence, on the nth of July 1760 :

That, befidcs the fum mentioned, which was to be paid at Madras,

\ Nabob's Letter to Mr. Secretary Pitt, Feb. ijdi. * Nabob's Paper?, paflim.

the
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the Nabob ftiould advance annually three lacks of rupees to the pay- ^ HA i*.

mafter at Tritchinopoly, " for defraying the expence of the Com- v_—^^—

^

pany's people in that ganifon." That fliould Pondicherry be re-

duced, the whole money, due to the Company, fhould be paid, in

one year, provided the Englifh fhould add a proper force to the

troops of the Nabob, to bring to account fuch vaffals of the Carna-

tic, as had with-held their tribute and allegiance, during the late

troubles *. That, as the fum referved for the expences of his govern-

ment was the leaft, to which thofe expences could be reduced, heex-

peded, in cafe any of the diftrids, between Nellore and Tinnevelly,

fhould either be loft to himfelf, or plundered by the French or Marat-

tas, the amount of fuch lofs, being fairly and reafonably fettled, fliould

be deduded from the twenty-eight lacks, afligned to the Company.

In return for this large aflignment on his revenues, the Nabob His demands

declared, that he expeded the Company were not to countenance count

the refradorinefs of dependents, Killedars or Polygars. That the

Englirti officers, in the different garrifons, fliould not interfere in the

affairs of the country, nor the difputes of the inhabitants. That the

Prefidency fliould write to fuch chiefs as depended, by different te-

nures, on the Carnatic, announcing the prefent agreement. That

the Company fhould aid, upon rcquifition, the difl'erent renters, in

the colledion of the revenue. That they fhould not employ, in

their fervlce, any perfon in an office of truft, under the Nabob's

government. That the Nabob's flag fliould be hoifted, in the differ-

ent forts, inftead of that of the Englifli. And to conclude the

whole, the Nabob defired, that the friendfliip between him and the

Company fhould be transferred, after his death, to his children and

continue, as long as Madras fhould remain. Mr. Pigot, in the moft

explicit manner, agreed to all thefe articles ; and declared, " that he

" made the agreement, in full hopes, that it will for ever remain

• Mr. Plgot to the Nabob, June 23d, 1760. Nabob's Papers, vol. iii. p. 44, 45.

0^2 « firm,

are agreed to*
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CHAP. <t fJrm, and be truly performed by both parties, as long as the Eng-
i V «

V V—^ " lilh fhall remain in Hindoftan. By the blefling of God," conti-

nues the Prefident, " the Company will never fail to give proofs of

*' their friendfhip and fincerity to you and your family, and will be

*' firm in fupporting you and your pofterity, in the Subadary of the

«' Carnatic*."

Tiie Prefider- Notwithftanding this folemn agreement, the Prefident and Coun-
cy's breach of

faich. cil, foon after, applied to the Nabob, for fifty lacks of rupees, inftead

of the fum fpecified in Mr. Pigot's letter of the 23d of June J760.

Driven to extremities, by the earneft inftances of the Prefidency, he

was obliged to borrow money from individuals, to filence the cla-

Thefirftcaufc morous demands of the government. Hence firft proceeded that

tunes of the cnormous weight of debt, under which he has ever fince groaned
;

and, from which he has, now, little hopes of ever delivering

himfelf. The expences of the fiege of Madras in 1759, ^^ ^^'^

cheerfully undertaken to pay ;
" as it was," to ufe his own words,

*' the refidence of his friends." But thole friends charged him

alfo, with the expences of the fiege of Pondicherry, as it was

" the refidence of their own enemies." To this demand he alfo

agreed, upon condition of receiving the ftores which fliould be taken

Their evafive •

^j^ place. When the place was taken, notwithftanding their
conducl.

' r r o

agreement, the Company's fervants took the ftores to thcmfelvcs;

but they promifed to allow a certain fum for them, in the Nabob's

Inj^aice of account. The Prefidency, accordingly, made an allowance In their

D^ieaofs." books ; but the Court of Diredors fent orders to charge again the

fum allowed, to the Nabob's account -f.

The Nabob's Soon after the taking of Pondicherry, the Nabob made a requifi-

fpefting ui- tlon of the aid of the Company, to bring to reafon thofe dependents
butanes. ^^ ^^^ Carnatic, who had either joined his enemies, during the late

• Pigot to the Nabob, June 23d, 1760, f Sir John LinJf.iy's Narrative, Ocflober

ubi fapra. 13. 1770. Secretary of State's Office.

war.



THE EAST-INDIA COMPANY. 117

war, or had taken advantage of the public difturbances to with-hold chap.
the cuflomary tribute. As the Prefidency had, upon every occafion, ' r—J
efpeclally during the war, which terminated in 1754. owned them-

felvcs the fubjeds of the Mogul empire *, and had fupported its

authority, againfl: the French and " other rebels," it was no matter

of wonder, that the Nabob, as the reprefentative of that empire,

confidered himfclf entitled to the obedience of all the other depend-

ents on his government. But though the moft powerful and moft hof-

tile of thofe dependents were expelled, there were other chiefs and feu-

datories, who, taking advantage of the late difturbances, had with-

held theduties of their tenures, and evenfortified themfelves againfl. his

gower. The moft confiderable of thofe were the three great Poly- Themoftcon.

gars of the north, Mortaz-Ali governor of Velore, in the heart of thefe named,

the Carnatic ; and, in the fouth, the greater and leiler Marawars)

together with the Rajah of Tanjore, more wealthy, and confequently The Rajah of

more powerful, than them all f. Mortaz-Ali had not only excluded Monaz-Ali.

the authority ot the Nabob, from his own government ; but had even

ufurped his title to the Carnatic. The two Marawars, though al- The two Ma-

ways dependent on Madura, had with-held their tribute and their

fervice; and the conduct of the Rajah of Tanjore had been fo uni-

formly evafive, verfatile, and even treacherous, that it was plain, he

wiihed for nothing lefs, than the profperity of the affairs of the

Nabob and of thofe, who had fupported his caufe. The Nabob,

therefore, requefl:ed and expedled, that the army, after the neceffary

repofe, would accompany him^ to fubdue by force, or to terrify,,

into reafon, thofe refradory dependents ||.

The attention of the Prefidency, being turned to other ob- ThePre/lden.

jefls, they infinuated their incapacity, for undertaking, with effe£l ^ll\xTn^^i.-

the expeditions, which the Nabob required. But, in teftimony of
'^"^"

• Vide Governor Saunders's Letter to the + Orme, vol, ii. p. 725.

French Deputies, pafSm.
ii

Ibid.

their
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^
^v^

^' ^^^'•'' fcnfe of his decided right to the allegiance, tribute, and feudal

< -»" —' duties of all the chiefs, from Ncllore to Tinnevelly*, and their own

refolution, upon a proper occafion, to fupport him, in thofe rights,

They write a jj^™ ]^^^ diredled Governor Piffot to write a circular letter to thofe
ci'QuIar letter •' °
tothetribu- chiefs, exprcflive of their fcntimehts. They informed the Rajahs,

Hamildars, Killedars, and Polygars, among others the Rajah of

Tanjore, that " by the blefling of God, the 'whole country of the

" Carnatic, from Nellore to Tinnevelly -]', is fallen under the go-

" vernment of Mahommed AH, and is obedient to his Highnefs's

*' orders. You are, therefore, implicitly to obey his orders and

*' commands, which will be for your advantage if." Governor

Pigot, in his private capacity, expreffed the fentiments, which he

now, enforced, in his public charader. In his letter to the Nabob's

wife, dated the firft of July 1760, he fays :
" The Company has,

*' with great pleafure, agreed to all his Excellency's bufinefs, agree-

" able to his defire ; and they moft cordially wifh profperity to his

J''*rofc'fs^^'
" ^^^^^5> BEING OBEDIENT TO HIM §." Having expfefled the

their obedi- purport of the general letter to the chiefs of the Carnatic, he fays :

ence 'o the n^ r /
Nabob. ' By the bleifing of God, the whole Carnatic is entirely and

" firmly eftabliflied in the Nabob and his pofterity. As long as

They proroife " the Englifli fcttlcmcnts remain in the Decan, Bengal, and Hin-

him, as long *' doftan, the Company's people are diligently to ufe their endeavours

fett'icmentV
' " i" promoting and afhfting the affairs of the Carnatic, in its obe-

remain. t,
jigj^^^g jq jj^g Nabob, and in maintaining firm friendfliip and re-

" gardll."

rcd°uced

^'' '^^^^ unwillingnefs of the Prcfidency, to fend their army, to en-

force the Nabob's authority over his vaffals and tributaries, feemed

• Governor Pigoi's General Letter. Nabob's X Pigoi's General Leiter, ubi fupra.

Pjpcif, vol. i. r- 42- § Pigot s Litter to the Nabob's Wife, dated

t Thai ii, from the river Pcnnar to Cape July i, 1760. Nabob's Pipers, vol. i.

Comorin.
|j

Jbij,

to
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to have fubfided, In the fummer of 1761. That prince, there-

fore, renewed his requifition of affiftance, in the month of Auguft,

by laying before them an account of the tribute, -which had been

with-held, from his government, during the late troubles. The

infamous Mortaz-Ali, who had murdered two princes of his own

family, and ufurped the title of Nabob of the Carnatic, ftill remain-

ed in pofleflion of the ftrong fortrefs of Velore. Having, not only,

refufed his tribute, but even the very {hew of obedience, though

within a few miles of the capital of the province, he was the firft of

the refractory vafTals of the Carnatic, who was called to account.

The redudlion of his fort employed, for three months, the exer-

tions of the army *. As the obftinacy of this dependant, if permit- His obftinacy

. .
terrifies the

ted to compromife matters, might furnifh a dangerous example to Prefidency.

other vaflals, the Prefidency refolved, that no terms fhould be

granted, fhort of abfolute fubmiffion to the mercy of the vidors.

He was, accordingly, reduced ; but the trouble and time, which the

conqueft coft, furnifhed the Prefident with a fpecious excufe f, for

a change of fentiraent, no lefs fudden than it was, at that time, un- g^*

accountable. J^""^'y-

The Nabob, in his letter in the month of Auguft 1761, had ex- Nabob's

plained his claims on the Rajah of Tanjore, as a vaflal of the Mogul
Tan^orel^""

empire, accountable to him for his tribute and feudal fervices, as '^ recapiiula.

* '
'

tion of fads..

Nabob of the Carnatic, by the fundamental laws of the empire. He

faid, " that Sadatulla Cawn, during his government, had only re-

ceived annually ten lacks of rupees, from the Rajah ; but that his

nephew Dooft-Ali, who fucceeded him in the government, obliged

him to pay ninety lacks at one time. That Sipadar Ali, the (on of

Dooft-Ali, having obtained the Nabobfhip, upon the defeat and

death of his father, in the month of May 1740, not only obliged

the Rajah to pay eighty lacks, but, upon his continuing refradory,

• Rous's Appendix, No, Vf. p. 52, t '^'J- p. 53.

z. feized.
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C H.A P. fcized his capital and perfon, placed a garrifon In Tanjore, and gave

' r——' the management of civil affairs to one of his own officers. That

when the Marattas took Chunder-Saib and Tritchinopoly, in March

1741, PretaupaSing, recovered, by their means, his liberty and

government. That, when the Nizam came to regulate the affairs

of the Carnatic in 1743, Coja Abdulla, whom he had appointed

Nabob, received fifty lacks, from that Rajah. That Anwar-ul-dien,

who obtained the government, upon the death of Abdulla, fettled

the tribute, at the annual fum of feven lacks, together with two

lacks more as prefents and Durbar charges ; which was one lack

lefs, than the Rajah's predeccffors had paid, under the regular and

peaceable government of Sadatulla. That, as the Rajah, negleded

or poftponed the payment of his tribute, Anwar-ul-dien had been

obliged to march an army againft him, three different times. That,

the lafl: of thofe times, the Rajah had amicably paid a part of his

tribute, and granted a bond for feven lacks, to be paid with intereft.

That the Rajah, taking advantage of the civil wars, had negleded

for the laft fourteen years, to pay his tribute to the lawful go-

vernment ; but the Nabob, at the fame time, owned that Muziffer

Jung and Chunder-Saib had received eleven lacks, out of feventy

which the Rajah had promifed, when they bcfieged Tanjore*. As a

dedu£lion from the fum due for tribute, the Nabob acknowledged,

that, during his diftrefs when Tritchinopoly was befieged, the Ra-

jah had obtained fome e-xemptions in the arrears, to induce him to

give heartily his affiflance-f".

1762. If Governor Pigot returned any anfwer to this letter, it was

comtncnJs a fuch, as neither the Company J, nor the defenders of his condu(n;§,
treaty.

have cliofcnto lay before the public. Intimidated by the obflinacy

of Mortaz-Ali or perfuaded by Prctaupa-Sing, he opened the year

• Rous's Appendix, No. VI. p. 50.

f Ibid. p. 51.

\ In Rous's Apprndif.

§ Defence of Lord I'igot.

1762,
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17G2 [],
with a recommendation of negociation, rather than force, C H A p.

. .
1 V ,

in fettling accounts, with the " principal powers, ' he fhould have u—-v-—

^

faid vaflals, of the Carnatic. As for pitiful Killedars or petty Poly-

gars, heconfigned them, without diftindion, to the difcipline of the

fword f. But he declared, " that he thinks it proper to try what

can be done with the kinor of Tanjore, by way of treaty." In pur- H's«'raor-

fuing this peaceable fyftem, Mr. Pigot forgot his former profeffions dua.

and his prefent ftation. Though he aflually was, and had owned

himfelf a fubjedl of the Mogul empire, and confequently proraifcd

obedience to the Nabob of the Carnatic *, the legal reprefentative

of the emperor, he afTumed the fundions of fovereignty ; and, with-

out confuiting the Nabob, whatever he might have done, with re-

gard to the Rajah, ftept in between them as a mediator to pre-
hlmfcff""

veiit a war %. To explain the nature of the office, thus arbitrarily ''"'o'".

affumed by Mr. Pigot, a fhort difquifition may be neceflary.

Though the terms mediator and arbitrator are fometimcs indif- P'''""^'""^ between a

criminately ufed by writers, who have treated on the law of nature mediator ami

. .
an arbinator,

and nations, there feems to be an eflential difference, in point of

degree, in their meaning. When two ftatcs, independent of each

other, enter into difputes, which may terminate in a war, they may
chufe another power, as an umpire to decide their differences ; and

that umpire is properly called a mediator. When two private men

mutually refer the decifion of their difputes to a third perfon, that

perfon is rightly named an arbitrator. In both cafes, the' confent

of the parties is neceffary, to conftitute not only the power, but

even the very exiftence of the mediator or arbitrator. This regu-

lar appointment to the office inverts it with decifive authority
;

^' for every man makes him the fupreme judge of his own caufe,
^^ce'c/'I''''a
mediator.

11
Letter, January 2, 1762. Roui's Ap- • Governor Pigot to llie Nabob's Wife^

pendix, No. VI. p. 53. July 1, 1760.

t ^[t)id. X Rous's Appendix, No. Vf. p. 53.

R whom
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CHAP, ^.^hom he has chofen umpire *." It mufl: be owned, that when two
IV. ...

*,_ -.- ' fovereign ftates quarrel about their refpedtive rights and poflefnons,

a third frequently interpofes and endeavours, by authority, by ar-

gument, and even by intreaty, to bring them to terms of accommo-

dation. But the interpofing ftate is not properly a mediator f. In

this cafe, the decifion of the felf-created mediator is not binding

on the parties ; as any one of them is at liberty either to accept,

or refufe the offer J.

Mr.Pi?r>thad Many neceffary qualifications were evidently wanting to Mr. Pi-
no title to that .,.".,

, , n r j- . i i

o.fice.—Fadls, got, to give him a title to the charadter or mediator between the

rrgume'nu. Nabob of the Carnatlc and the Rajah of Tanjore. The quarrel was-

not between two independent ftates. Had that even been the cafe,

Mr. Pigot was neither an independent prince himfelf, nor the repre-

fentative of an independent ftate, to give him a colour of right to

interpofe. The Rajah was a tributary, a feudatory, a vaflal, to the

Mogul empire ; the Nabob was the deputy of that empire in the

Carnatic, the mediate power, to whom the Rajah was accountable,

for his duty to the throne. The FN'abob, finding that the Rajah had

failed in that duty, had an undoubted right by his office, to require

the performance of the terms of his tenure. Should the Hajah's

obftinacy render hofiility neceffary, it could not be called a war, but

a rebellion, on his part. Should even the demands, made by the

Nabob, have been unjuft. he was alone accountable for his condudt

to the emperor, his fuvereign, and not to Mr. Pigot, who was him-

felf an inferior fubjcdt to the Mogul. The truth is, the Nabob had

no right, flridly fieaking, to climinifli, either by treaty or com-

promife, the tribute or the feudal duties, which the Rajah owed

to the empire ; and had he even confented to Mr Pigot's me-

diation, the latter, by accepting that ofuce, would have inlringed

• Adeo fummuDi qiiifqut caiif.f fu3t judiccm f PufTcndorf, lib. v. c.ip. 13. § 7.

facit, qucir.cuniiue eliijit. Plin. Nai.Uilt, Pia^f. J Ibid.

the
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the prerogative of his fovereign* the Mogul, who was the fole

judge of the inherent rights of his own crown. But as Mr. Pigot created

himfelf a mediator, without the confent of the Nabob, he adlually

afTumedthe charadler and invaded the perfonal rights of his fovereign,

the Mogul ; and committed a fpecies of treafon againfl; his autho ity.

But whatever title Mr. Pie;ot might have had to the office Mr. Pigot re-

, . .
foN'e-, not-

of mediatory he refolved to exert it, as a matter of right. His often- withiUnjinsj,

fible letters to the Rajah, though encouraging with regard to the fdf a media-

Nabob's claims, were couched in terms, which implied that every ^°^'

thing depended on the mediator. In proportion as the correfpon-

dence advanced, Pretaupa Sing- rofe gradually in the efteem of the Pretaupa -•"-s

_, '.,.,.. r ,1 rr in his ellecm.

Governor. This lucky change, m his favour, could not pofnbly

have proceeded from the elegance of his fentiments ; at leaft, not

from the truth of his aflertions f. His account of paft tranfa£tions,

in his letter of the ninth of March, is as falfe, as his allegation

of great merit towards the Nabob and Englifh, during the late war %.

But he had an agent § at Madras, who it feems explained matters, Cau'es of tTi's

in fuch a fatisfadtory manner, to the Prefident, that, in the (hort fpace fewimcm.

of four months, the latter was induced, no doubt, from a thorough

convidion of his former miftakes, to contradid; his own letters to

the Rajah. On the 30th of January, he writes to Pretaupa Sing, Hcc^llshiin

** It will always give me very great concern to be obliged to fpill nuary

;

*' human blood, or forcibly to difpojjefs any prince of his country ;

*' but REBELS muft be puniflied, if they will not hear reafonjl."

* The fundamental laws of the country are of the country, and confequently ought to obey,

to acknowledge the Grand Mogul tor lirft So- Governor Saunders'* Letter, p. 34. ubi fupra.

VEREiGN, theG('vernor-General of ^heDecan, ^ Rous's Appendix, No. VI. p. 56, 57.
for his rcprefeniativ. in that country ; ar,d the j -^'e have already ftated the Rajah's con-
part.CL.hr governo,s.-,ppointed by the Governor- ^^^^ d^,.j„g ^^^^ p^,|j,j^ ^^^^ ^^^ ,„^,j j^j^.
General, as holding their authority from him,

Citable authorities.

(p. 3-.)— M. Dupkix, in open violence to the
,

/«W«;/;.»/«//«^.ofthecountrv,«^./Wagainft .
^ ^ ''" «'« 'he noted Sambo-jl Mint, well

Nab.b Anaveruy Cawn, 'he legal rcprelcnta-
''"°^"" '° '^' Mcxnh^x, of the Council, as well

live of the Great Mogul ; an obedience which *^ ^" '^^ Prefident.

you have laid down, as the fundamental laws li
'^°"s's Appendix, p. s-'.

R 2 In
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in May, a

fovereigii

prince.

Mr. Pigot

eretls ninifi^lf

intoaSTAT t.

As SUCF1,

takes the cha-

radler of Me-
diator.

His princely

laDfiuage.

Though he

had owned
hiinlelf fub-

ordfn.ite to

the Nabob,

h-j apooints

Mr. Du Pri

his rcprffen-

fativtdlT^n-
joff.

Negligence of
Sambo-ji

Punt.

Rajah repri-

iiiinded,

fire itcnc),

aod Cuothcd.

In a letter to the Nabob, dated May 31ft, the Prefident fays, " The
" fettling all affairs, in this part of the country, has been left en-

" tirely to you. The prcfent cafe is different, /confider the kiii^

" of Tanjore as a sovereign prince*." To this opinion of the

political characier of the Rajah, and the tenure by which he held his

government, Mr. Pigot adds a fpecimen of his own knowledge of the

law of nations. " It is a cuftom," fays he, " when t%vo ftates dif-

" agree, to call in a third, to judge between them, I offered

" viyfelf as such, and, therefore, the treaty muji be conduced by

" 7)ie. I adl as mediator, the affair cannot, according to cufiora,

" be difcuffed in your Durbar f."

Though there is fome impropriety in calling one's felf a State,

the language of the Prefident is truly princely, in the preceding

quotation. The dignity of the didtion is not, however, more re-

markable than the alteration in the fentiments of the writer, fince

the preceding year ; when he declared, in his public capacity, the

Company's, and confequently his own " obedience" to the or-

ders of the Nabob |. Purfuing the fame regal language, which

the idea of a Mediator fuggeftcd, the Prefident announced'

to the Nabob, that he had chofen an agent, for both, to

proceed to Tanjore. " I defirc you," fays Mr. Pigot, " to give

" your inftrudlons to Mr. Du Pre, whom / have appointed to re-

" prcfent Ma."—At the fame time, that the mediator wrote fo au-

thoritatively to the Nabob, he ufed the like freedom, withthe Rajah

of Tanjore. Though Sambo-ji Punt had convinced the Prefident,

that his mafter was a " fovcreign prince," he had negleded to ad-

vance arguments of flill greater weight, to fupport his claims. The

Rajah was, therefore, reprimanded, threatened, foothcd, and en-

couraged; every expedient, in fliort, was ufed to induce him to-

• Rous'* Appendix, p. 59,

f Ibid. p. 59, 60.

t \U. P'g't to the Nabob's Wile, July 1, 1760, ut fu jra.

.

§ Rous's Appendix, p. 60.

1 truft
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truft his affairs intirely in the hands of the mediator, who failed CHAP.
IV.

not to imprefs his mind with his own importance. " My troops," ' - .'-^

fays the chief agent of a mercantile fadory, " are peaceably can- s'/run,e's'the"'

** toned at Chillumbrum, and I fend to you Mr. Du Pre, one of
Io"ait'^*'

"^

" the gentlemen of my Council, to pay 7?:j compliments to you, and
" to aflure you of my regard * "

The event fliewed, that the Prefident affumed no greater power, his exertion

than he adually poffefled. The Nabob's reprefentation of the rights
°^ ^°'-'^^''

of his predeceffors at length convinced him, by its want of fuccefs,

that he could not inforce his own. In vain he requefted, that the

difcuflion of a point, which he perceived was to be interpreted againft

his claims, fhould be poftponed. The Prefident was bent on a

treaty, and a treaty was confequently made. Mr. Du Pre, a gen-

tleman of addrefs and abilities, had been fent to Tanjore, as joint

agent from the Nabob and Mr. Pigot. Having examined the alle- Mr. Du Pre

gations of both parties, he found that neither was free from error, daimsof the

It was proved, that the Rajah had fallen in arrear, for the tribute of ^legaHonstf

many years ; but it alfo appeared, that the Nabob had relinquiflied, ^^^ ^''^*'''

in his diflrefs, his claim to the fums payable for ten of thofe years

;

as an inducement to the Rajah to give his affiftance in the late war;

which, however, he never heartily gave. The Nabob affirmed, that

the Rajahs of Tanjore, had paid annually twenty lacks, during the

Nabobfhips of Sadatulla and Dooft-Ali. He owned, however, that

his father, the late Nabob, had fettled it at feven lacks, with two

lacks of Durbar charges. Pretaupa Sing, on the contrary, alleged,

that though large fums had been extorted by force, the ftated and

regular Peifhcuifh was no more than two lacks, per onnwri, to

the V ogul, and two to the Nabob of Arcot, as a cultomary

prcfent
"f".

* Rous's Appendix, No. Vf. p. 60.
-J-

Idem, pafllm.

It
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CHAP, Xt is impoflible to reconcile ib wide a difference, in a manner con-

« ^—' fiftent with veracity, on both fides. The probability is, that the tri-

w'bot'hV
*^

bute was much larger, even in peaceable limes, than Pretaupa Sing

chofe to own. That it was fettled at nine lacks, in the Nabobfhip

of Anwar-ul-dien, is proved by many perfons in India, whofe me-

mory extends to the times H; as well as by public records f. The

fums paid to Sipadar Ali, to Chunder-Saib, to Coja Abdulla, and

other Nabobs, ought not to form precedents, as they were rather

fines for difobedience, than arrears of tribute. Befides, when re-

fra6tory fubjcds in India force the fovereign to have recourfe to arms,

he obliges them, when reduced, to pay the expences of the war;

and thefe fums have frequently been confounded, with the arrears of

Improbability the regular tribute. The revolutions of Tanjore, its being repeat-

nei«of the edly conquered by the Moguls, its fituation in the heart of one of

tioned bvThe their provinces, its abfolute dependence on the polTcffors of the reft

Kaja'n.from ^f ^^ Camatic, with regard to the waters of the Cavery, its ferti-
various fca-

> o j
•

fons. lity, its wealth, render it highly improbable, if not impoffible, that

the conquerors of India would accept a fum little more than 40,0001.

from a country, which yielded annually near a million :j:.

Butroafons
^"'- "^'t^er thcfc rcafons, nor the pofitive affirmation of the Na-

bad no weight.
}qq\^^ j^ad ^ny weight with the Prefident. To prove how little he fa-

voured that prince, he entered into a paper war againfl: his claims *•

In his letters on the fubjedt, he employed expreffions, nolefs unfuit-

able to his own ftation, than they were degrading to that of the Na-

tatcdby the' ^°^* ^^" ^'^^ ^°''^ ^^ September 1762, the treaty didated by Mr.
prtfident, pjcrot was coucludcd 1 wliich, tliough forced upon the Nabob, as he

il^i' afterwards adcd under it, became binding witli rcfpcd to tribute.

The terms. 28 long as the Rajah performed his part of the agreement. The

heads ot the conditions were, twenty-two lacks, at five different pay-

ments, as arrears of tribute; four lacks, as PeifcuiHi and Durbar

H
Private infotm.ition. J Auriing7tbe Letter to Zulphuk.ir Chan, 1704. MS.

\ Nibob's Papers, pairim. • Rous's Appendix, No. VI, p. 74.

3 charges,
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charges, to be paid annually in the month of July ; the cefTion of C H A p.

the di(lri£ts of Coiladdy and Elangad to the Raj.di ; and the reftora- *.—„—-»

tion of Trimulrow, the difplaced Killedar of Arni, for whom Pre-

taupa Sing had interefted himfelf
"f.

The Rajah had alfo agreed to

give five lacks more, as a prefent ; but one lack was to be dcduifted,

from that fum for his awn officers %• The Prefident and Council of The Compa-
ny becomes

Madras made themfelves guarantees, in the following words, an- guarantee.

nexed to the treaty : " We do hereby promife, as far as in us lies,

" that in cafe either party fhall fail, in the performance of the arti-^

t* cles, he hath thereby undertaken to perform, or any part thereof,

*' we will, to the utmoft of our power, affift the other party to com-
" pel him, who fliall fail to fulfil his agreement, and to render due
*' fatisfa£lion for his failure therein.'*

This treaty, when written out fair, was carried by the Prefident Mr.Pigotputs

to the Nabob; but that prince refufed to fubfcribe 10 terms, to which chop to°he

he had never given his confent. Mr. Pigot feized the Nabob's chop,
*'"'^'

and put it, with his own hand, to the paper*. M. Duprc, who had

negociated the terms, was dlfpatched, with this forced treaty, to

Tanjore. Though Pretaupa Sing was too prudent to refufe his fig- PretaupaSlng

.
makes neiv

nature, to concemons fo favourable to himfelf, he had fcarce affixed demandi,.

his feal to the treaty, when he made new demands, which, if granted,

would enable him to evade the payment of the paltry PeiflicuiHi, he

had agreed to give. But Mr. Pigot had already done fo much, that

he could not decently do more. In his anfwer to the Rajah's

i* friendly letter," by the hands of Sambo-ji Punt, he fays :
" I looked which an- re-

** upon the treaty, as it now ftands, to be fo favourable to you, that pVot.
^

*' 1 really flattered myfelf, that you would have been, well faiisficd

\ Rous's Appendix, No. VI, p. 79, 80. ther prefent at this tran'aflini, or were con-

i Ibid. p. 8-. vincei of the :riuhnf it froMi the incoiiteifiib'e

* Njbob to Mr. Palk, Oftcbcr 8th, 1776. informaiio;i, given by others as well as by the

General Lawrence, Mr. Bourchier, and par- Naboi) ; who made ht. vy complaints to ihem

ticulaily Colonel Call and Mr. Palk, were ei- of the Frefideiu's conduft.

(( with
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" with it, and particularly the article of future Peiflicuifh. I need

•* not recal to your remembrance, the tranfadions of former go-

** vernments ; a very flight refledion muft convince you, that in

•' this article you are highly favoured. It has coft me a great deal

*' of trouble to reduce it, to the fum ftlpulated, and I fliould be really

" afliamed to afk the Nabob to make any abatement if.'' It appears,

Real opirnn from the pafTage cited, that the very man, who made the treaty,

othb'^own thought it more favourable to the Rajah, than to his fuperior the

treaty.
Nabob. That the Peiflicuifh had been reduced, from what it had for-

merly been ; and that Mr. Pigot himfelf was convinced, he had al-

ready ufed fo much freedom with the claims of the Nabob, that

" he fliould be afliamed" to encroach further on his rights.

ThePrefiden- The Prcfidency were themfelves fenfible, that the treaty, which

'^^^aki(o^" ^^^'^ ^^^'^ forced on the Nabob, was fo inadequate to his juft claims,

their condud- ^^^^. ^j^^ fliewcd an inclination to excufe it to the Court of Di redors*
in^ it, to the •'

t n
Direftors. in their letter of the 9th of November 1762. Inftead of ur<,nngthe

right the Rajah had to fuch favourable conditions, they pleaded their

own inability to bring him to juftice, as their chief motive to the

treaty f. Their want of a fufficient force, the expence of an expe-

dition, the danger of raifing other enemies, in cafe of a rupture

with the Rajah, the incapacity of the Nabob to recover a fiiigle ru-

pee, without the afliflance of the Company, were the arguments

produced, to juftify their condud ||. But what necefhty was there,

for making any demands, as they own they could enforce none ?

The Nabob wiflied to poftpone the bufinefs, till a more fit opportu-

nity. Pfctaupa Sing would have been glad to have retained the pal-

try fum, he advanced. The bcft, and perhaps the only reafon, for

precipitating the meafure, is mentioned by the Prefident, that he

himfelf " had thoughts of leaving India fliortly §.'' The event

J Rous's Appendix, No. VI. p. 8i, 82. 1|
Il)id.

f ibid, p. bj, § lliid. p. 74.

fhewed.
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fliewed, that neither arguments nor reafons were neceflary, to con- chap.

vince the Court of Diredors. That refpcdable body, with the true

fpirit or their inltitution, inltead or being anxious about the juliice able body

of the tranfadion, wiflied to partake of its profit. Having under- takeoflhe**^*

ftood, that in addition to the twenty-two lacks, obtained as arrears '^P"''"

of peifhcuifh, four lacks had been given, as a prefent, the honour-

able Court fay, in their letter of the 30th of December 1763:
•' Now if this laft named fum was given as a prefent, it feems as if

" the Company ought to have it for their interpofition and guarantee

" of the treaty. We fhall be glad to have this affair explained to

" us, that \vc may know the real ftate of the cafe, with refpedt to

" that donation *."

Such is the hiftory of the treaty of 1 762, faithfully extradcd from Recapitula.

the papers, which the Court of Diredlors have publifhed, in juftifi- cmweming''

cation of their own condud. It has appeared, that the Prefidency, '^'^^g'^*")' °^

inftead of aiding a friend and ally, in the recovery of his juft de-

mands upon a valTal, depending on his government, fupported that

valTal, in his refradory condud, though he had uniformly aded,

during a long feries of hoftility and public calamity, an undutiful

part towards his fuperior and had been treacherous to themfclves.

That, when they ought to have made him pay his proportion of the

expences of a war, which proteded him and his dominions, they

not only permitted him to " fit rent-free f
," but had reduced his cuf-

tomary tribute, to lefs than one-half of the fum ufually paid, in the

mod: regular and peaceable times. That, though he was bound, by

the nature of his tenure, as well as the laws of felf-prefervation, to

give his aflifiance in the war, they allowed him to fet off againfl the

unfettled arrears of his tribute, a kind of exemption, which he had

extorted from the Nabob in his diftrefs ; and that merely as an in-

• Rous's Appendix, No. VI. p. 8;. Rajah, dated Jan. 3cth, 1762. Rous's Ap-

f Mr. Pigoi's expreflion, in his letter to the pendix, p. 55.

S ducement
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diicement to do his duty, which he otherwife refufed to perform. That,

when they dripped fmaller delinquents, though poffefling equal rights

with himby theconftitutionof the country, of their territories, and

deprived them of their liberty, they foothed, flattered, and favoured

Fretaupa Sing, more guilty—but more wealthy than them all. That

the Prefident, either ignorant af the nature of his Ration, or alRiming

powers, to which he had no title, had arbitrarily taken to himfelf

the office of mediator, without any authority from the parties, upon

whofe differences he was to decide. That, under this ufurped cha-

raiTter, he concluded a treaty, without cither the communication or

confcnt of the Nabob ; and that to give it validity, he had forcibly

feized the chop of that prince, and affixed it to the paper, with his

own hand.

General ob- gut though the treaty of 1762 was evidently forced upon the Na-

bob, as he afterwards acquiefced under the terms, he was certainly

bound to pay attention to its due performance on his part*. This

circumftance neither he himfelf, nor any who has cfpoufed his caufe,

has ever once denied. 1 he treaty had but two ohjedls, the liquida-

tion of part arrears of Peifhcuifh, and the fettling the iamount of

the future tribute. The very gentleman, who negociated the treaty

itfelf, has declared, that it " related only to matters of account f,"

and could not " preclude the Nabob from his conflitutional claims ij;''

upon the Rajah of Tanjore, as a vafTal and, dependent. The gua-

rantee of the Company went only to the point of Peiflicuifh. " If

*' there exirted in both, or either of the parties, any original, con-

^^ Jlilut'ional rights, which were not the fubjeifl of the treaty, the

•* Company were not bound," they had no right, " to interfere §."

But, fliould the Nabob demand a greater tribute than that fettled by

the treaty, or the Rajah either ncgled: or refufe to pay the ftipulated

• Rniis's Appendix, No. XX'I p. 673. XMi.

t Mr. Du Pic's Vinaicaiion, p. 16. % ibiil. p. 11.

fum,
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fum, then the Company, though they had arbitrarily conftituted ^ ^J^ P*

themfelves umpires, were obliged to adhere to their qivn agreement,

and " aflift the party performing againft the party failing to per-

*' form" his ftipulation. The enforcement of their guarantee

might, as it actually happened, lead the Company, as allies or auxi-

liaries into a war ; but when a folemn war is once declared and ter-

minates in fuccefs, the principal, and «o? the ally or auxili-

ary, acquires the property of what he takes from the enemy, and

that without rule or meafure ; fo that he and his afl];gns are to be

defended in the poflfeffion of them by all nations f.

f 'o tojAof 5fto^oyla Ti; sri» i'l' 2 ret. kxtcI itaXi- tim capietitium fiunt. Csjus Jurifconfultus,

ftoi. xf^TBfin-K T(u» «pTs?»Taii' Eisai ?a3-i. Ariftot. lib. V. Naturalem hanc acquifitionem {J^cnxr^j

Tc« Twf uVJajftfvuj £i»ai Ts jiTxai TTjoirayofsi/EaSai KTrijn appelUc TliCOphilus, in GrSBcis Inflitu—

TB *;aTajT<^. Plutarch, in Vita Alexandri. tionibus, ficut Si Arilloteles dixerat jro^efu*-!*

Qjas ex hodibus capiuntur jure gentium fla- qii^u Klvrmh.

s - CHAPe
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CHAP. V.

Affairs of the Car?iatic^ from 1762 to the 'Treaty uohh

Hyder AU^ 171 1769.

CHAP. /"i^HOUGH the taking of Pondicherry, in the month of January

' .

—

THC
1 76 1, and the fubfequent fall of the few places of ftrength

Spam joins
poffeired bv the French in the Carnatic, put an end to the national

France in the * •' '

war. vvar in Afia, its flames feemed to acquire additional force in Europe,

before the end of the year. Spain having fufFered the elder branch

of the houfe of Bourbon to experience all the calamities, which

follow unfuccefsful hoftilities, threw its own weight into the fcale of

France, when the affairs of that kingdom were too defperate to be

retrieved. The tide of Eritifli fuccefs, inflead of being flopped by

this obftiuiftion, in a manner, acquired vigour from refiftance; and

the new enemy was foon involved in the fame misfortunes and dif-

graces with the old.

But a general In little morc, than the fpace of a year from the commencement
peace enfues. ^^ ^^ Spanifli war, a peace was concluded ; which fecured to the

Britifh thofe advantages in liindoflan, which their arms had acquired.

In the eleventh article of the definitive treaty, Mahommed AH was
Mahommed
Ali guaran- acknowledged lawful Nabob of Arcot, and guaranteed, in all the

ueat) of Palis, rights of that office, by the Britifli and French nations. He was

the firft Indian prince, except the Nizam, mentioned in the fame

article, who had ever been comprehended as an ally, in a folemn

treaty, between European powers *.

• Vide Treaty of Paris, Art. XI.

Three
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Three years before Mahommed Ali was declared an ally, by the ^ ^ '^ ^•

treaty of Paris, King George II. had honoured him with that title, ' .'——

^

under his own hand. In a letter of the 21ft of February 1760, his cfK. George

Majefly was pleafed to alTure the Nabob of his " invariable and per- theNabobJu

" manent refolution of continuing firm to all his allies, in every
''

*' part of the world *." Relying on a royal promife, fo folemnly

pledged, the Nabob requefted, in a letter which he wrote to Mr. „
bob'sletter

Secretary Pitt, foon after the taking of Pondicherry, that, when toMr. becre^
•^ ... .

'ary Pitc in

peace fliould be made, an article might be inferted in the treaty, to 1761.

fecure the poffeffion of the Carnatic to him and his heirs. In this

letter he informed the minifter, that he had fupplied the army with

provifions, during the fiege. That he had prevented twenty thou-

fand Mahommcdans, who had been invited by M. Lally, from com-

ing to the aflillance of the French. That he had been, for fourteen

years, connected in their adverfity as well as profperity, with the

Englifh. That he had affifted them at Fort St. David, before either

Mr. Griffin or Admiral Bofcawen arrived. That the misfortunes of

his family proceeded, from the inveteracy of the French, on account

of his known attachment to the Englifh ; and hence he deduced the

death of his father, the expenditure of his treafure, and the ruin of

his country f.

The treaty of Paris, by guaranteeing Mahommed Ali, in the en- Thetrea'vof

tire poffeffion of the Carnatic, confirmed in his perfon all the rights, theN-oobm

with which he was inverted, at the figning of the treaty. The two w,ih'«hifh'lie

fovereign princes, who were the principals in that folemn ftlpula-
^'e!uxi'^'"

'"'

tion, bound themfelves and confequently their fubjeds, from in-

vading any one of thofe riglits. Every encroachment, upon the im- E>e-y cn-

. . r 11 -111- ,1 • 71 croachment .

munities or an ally, as recognized by the contracting powers, would cnnismmn-

have been an adl of holHlity ; an infringement, which might have
fu"*'^i^^old-

ihcr Ciuwn
* MS. Copy of the Letter,

i Nabob's Letter to Mr. Secretary Pitt, Feb. 1761.

juflified
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CHAP, juftified the interference of the party, who had adhered to the treaty,

«——

V

' in oppofition to the party, by whom it had been violated. A confli-

tution was formed, for the government of the Carnatic, which the

fubje£ts of Great-Britain and France were to obferve, at their peril.

Should either of thcfe preflime to invade that conftitution, it was

liable to pu-
*^^ duty of the fovereign of fuch invaders, to bring them to con-

hi^MTni'i-^''-^
dign puniflament, and to oblige them to make reparation ; otherwife

meanour. \]q himfelf became a party, and furnifhed the other guarantee, with

Servants of a juftifiablc caufc of war. The fervants of the Eaft-India. Company

^onceai'"he"^ Were fo fcnfible of the reftraint, which the eleventh article of the

f^'^iheKa- ^''^aty of Paris had laid upon their avarice and ambition, that they

^^- induflrioufly concealed its contents from the Nabob, for feveral years.

In contempt Intelligence of the treaty, which guaranteed Mahommed Ali, in

rantce.^ihey ^^^ ENTIRE poffcffion of the Camatic, had fcarce arrived on the

the^Carnaiic°
^oaft, when the Prefidency fliewed their difregard, for the folemn

flipulation of their fovereign, by feizing a confiderable portion of

his ally's territories. The expences of the fieges of Madras and

Pondicherry, together with that of the war in other places, being

placed to the Nabob's account, that prince had been involved in a

heavy debt to the Company. Towards the payment of tliis debt,

he had affigned, as has been already related, the annual fum of

twenty-eight lacks of rupees, charged upon his whole revenue.

Notwithftanding this fettlement, they had demanded near double

that fum *, in one year, which his country could not afFurd to pay.

Mr. Pigot, the Company's Prefident, having refolved to return to

Europe, in the end of 1763, fhewed an inclination to clofe his gc-

vernment, with a meafure, which, by bringing fome fplendid ad-

Thcir pre- Vantage to the Company, might throw credit on himfelf
-f-.

He,

not fuimekT- therefore, delired the Nabob to cede a territory to the Company
\lUi.

• Sir John I.iivlfay to tlie Sicrctary of State, Ofl. 13th, 1770.

•J
Mr. Tigot to the Nabob, June 4ih, 1763.

4 in
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in Jaghire, as a reward for pafl, not as a coudition of future fer-

vices ."jl-

But before Mr. Pigot made this decifive requifition, he had ma- Art and du-

.
, .^ .

,
plicity of Mr.

naged matters, with an art, if not with a duplicity, unfuitable to Pigot,

thofe lofty ideas of political honour, with which the defenders of

his condud: attempt to adorn his charaQer. In a converfation with

the Nabob, at the Admiralty-houfe in Fort St. George, he firfl: only

afked for fome villages round Madras ; and thefe only, after the
;

difcharge of his debt to the Company ^. At another meeting
dug" "["hi"*

he rofe in his demands ; and afked Conjaveram and other three dif- demands,

trids. The Nabob, after remarking, that from foliciting for vil-

lages, the Prefident had increafed his requifition to whole countries,

reminded him of his having ceded, at different times, St Thome',

Turendaporum, together with the fort and territory of Punamallee
;

and, that, hefides, he had relinquiflied the Peiflicuifh for Madras,

which the Company were bound to pay, by the tenure by which they

held that place "j'. To this Mr. Pigot replied, " that if the four dif- HeofFersvery

. _ . , . 1 r^ lit 1
favourable

' triers mentioned were given, the Company would be extremely conditions.

" pleafed and obliged to the Nabob, and would ever affift him and

" his children with a proper force of Europeans, without defiring

" any thing further. That till the Nabob had cleared off his debts

" to the Company, the revenues of thofe diftrids, after defraying

" the expences of the foldiers, fliould be placed to the credit of his

" account §."

When the time fixed by Mr. Pigot, for his return to Europe, ap- He proceeds

proached, he proceeded from folicitation to requifition, as has been

already obfcrved. The Nabob endeavoured to obtain, in writing, "''O"

thofe terms, which the Prefident had verbally agreed to grant. Pie

J Mr. Pi^ot to the Nabob, Ai'guft i3tli, i Ibid.

1763. ^ Ibid. p. i6i.

• Rous's Appendix, No. X. p. i6o.

fenr.

fom filicita-

tion to rcqui-
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V.

»
.

•
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teruif.

His feverity to

tne Nabob,

who is forced

to give un-

conditional
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He is permit-

ted to rent tlie
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grantedaway.

Nizam Ali

murders his

brother SuK
labuC.

fent, therefore, the copy of an agreement, containing the terms al-

ready fpeciiied ; which he wiflied the Governor and Council to fign,

prior to their receiving his Sunneds for the Jaghire. But Mr. Pigot

returned the agreement unligned, with every fymplom of refent-

ment. This mark of difrefpedt was followed, by a fevere letter from

the Prefident, in which he reminded the Nabob of his obligations to

the Englifh ; and accufed him, in almoft diredl terms, of ingrati-

tude. He told him, that it did not become a man, who owed his

whole country to the Company, to afk any conditions for a part of

it ; " for (faid he) they do not take any thing from you ; but they

'* are the givers, and you are a receiver*." In confequence of thefe

threats, the unfortunate Nabob was obliged to ilfue unconditional

Sunneds, for an extent of country, to the annual amount of fourteen

lacks of rupees f. The utmoft favour he could obtain from his im-

perious vafTals, was the privilege of renting the lands, which he had

granted away. This he requefted, not from hopes of profit, for

the fum is much greater, than the revenue yielded by the Jaghire ;

but merely to preferve appearances, with his own fubjefls, by keep-

ing up a fhew of authority in diftridls, which were once his own if.

Thefe arbitrary encroachments on the rights fccured to Mahommed

Ali, by the treaty of Paris, were begun by Mr. Pigot, after he had

formally announced to the Nabob that treaty, but without mention-

ing the guarantee ||.

The news of the treaty of Paris, which arrived at Golconda, in

autumn 1763, proved fatal to Sullabut Jung, whom the French had

raifed to the Subahfliip of the Decan, upon the death of his ne-

phew Muziffer, in February 175 1. That weak and unfortunate

• Mr. Pigot to the Nabob, Auguft I3ih,

1763.

+ 175,0001.

I Sir John Lindfay's Narrative, O^. 13th,

1770.

B Mr. Pigot to the Nabob, June 4th, 1765.

Mr. Pigot, in a letier to ihc Nabob, da'.ed

Augull i^lh, 1763, acknowledges the receipt

of the articles of the treaty, but fays, they are

loo long to be •writtin.

prince
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prince having been diverted of his authority, by his brother Nizam CHAP.

Ali, had remained, for feveral years, in confinement. As an infult '.^ »,-- _<

upon his misfortunes, the ufurper of his authority had permitted

him to retain the titles of government. But Sullabut owed this dif-

tindion and the continuance of his life, to Nizam All's fears of the

French, v^'ho, he believed, were attached to a Siibah raifed by them-

felves. But when he found, that they were excluded, by the treaty

of Paris, from his part of the Decan, he dipped his hand in his

brother's blood *
; and, by his murder, fecured himfelf againfl any

revolution, that might be attempted in his favour.

In the month of Odober 1763, Mr. Pigot refigned the govern- Mr.Pigotre-

ment of Madras, and returned to Europe. Notwithftanding thefe- Jope''°^""

verity and even injuftice, with which he had treated the Nabob, he

found means to reconcile his mind before his departure. Havin? ^^^ becon;p»
^ o agent to the

offered his fervices in Europe, in the bufinefs of the Carnatic, the Nabob, witha

Nabob furnirtied him with inftrudions, as his agent, annexing to 5C00I. per

that office an annual penfion of twelve thoufand pagodas -|-. Mr.

Pigot was fucceeded in the government by Mr. Palk ; a jrentleman Succeeded by
°

_

' ' o ^r. Palk.

of a milder difpofition than his predeceflbr, and confequently more

fultable to the temper of Afiatics ; who are furprifed and difgufted

at the violent fallies of paffion, to which fome Europeans are pecu-

liarly fubjeft.

On the 1 6th of December, in the fame year, Pretaupa Sing died

fuddenly at Tanjore. Prior quarrels, with his general, Mona-ji, and Death of Pre.

with his own fon and fucceflbr, Tulja-ji, furniftied a plaufible foun- ofia'r.jore.

dation for reports, that Pretaupa had not made his exit in the natural

wayj. But whether the furmifes of murder proceeded from matter fuppofed to

' ^ * have been

of fa(St, or from the charader of Tulja-ji, who was thought capa- '^"^'^tfed by

- . . . .
his Ion the

ble of fuch villainy, is a fubjedl unworthy of enquirvt In whatever prcfem Rajah.

• Nabob to Governor Palk, (Xloter 31ft, + Near jo-o 1.

1763. t Rous's Appendix, p. 83, 89.

T manner
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C H A V. manner Pretaupa came by his death, the complexion of his life was

' not calculated to leave regret behind him, when he died. Raifed by

a fadion, from an obfcure condition, in oppofition to Shaw-ji, the

legitimate heir *, who had been expelled, he was deftined to be and

adually remained a tool, during the greateft part of his government.

Being by difpofiiion falfe and treacherous, his natural timidity -f was

a kind of virtue, as it prevented him from the commiffion of dan-

gerous crimes. He was fucceeded in the government of Tanjore,

by his fon Tulja-ji, a young man, much more weak and more pro-

fligate than his father ; who, though not virtuous, had confined his

appetites to common vices.

Pretaupa had Though Pretaupa Sing had been fo much favoured, in the treaty

ci.iuuo"^^' of 1762, he fliewed no inclination to be pundlual, in obferving the

rcat'yof''* terms. The twenty-two lacks, which he had agreed to pay as ar-

• 762. rears of tribute to the Nabob, had been transferred to the credit of

Neg'eflsio that priucc, in the books of the Company. But the fecond kift,

wtheCom^ which was payable in April 1763, could only be extorted from him

P*"^' in Auguft, by the terror of the troops, marching to the fiege of

Madura, who were ordered to flop in the neighbourhood of Tan-

jore %. Notwithftanding this reludance, in the performance of his
yet afks fa- ,- , r •^ n r c
vours. part of the treaty, Pretaupa did not tail to alk new favours from

the Prefidency. He reprefented, that " the river Cavery fliould be

" fwelled, that his country ftiould be thereby cultivated to produce

'• money to pay off the debts." He affirmed, that " even the

" Soucars
||
feemed unwilling to lend money ;" as the river Cavery

was not diverted from falling into the Coleroon, by its natural

* Vide p. 68. This Shaw-ji, or Sahu-ji, trouble.and threw him into a dungeon. Orme,

was the unfortunate perfon, whom the fervants vol. ii.

of thcE.ift India Company fct up againfl Pre- f Orme, vol. ii.

laupa in 1749. But finding Pretaupa more % Rous's Appendix, No. XIII. p. 189.

Aiit.iblc to their purpofes, they agreed to " pre- || Indian Bankers.

•• vent the pretender" from giving him further

2 courfe.
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courfe. But, continues he to Mr. Pigot, " I depend on your ho- c h A W

" nour's friendfliip, which I have procured in every refpe£t*." < .. — '- .^

Though Mr. Pigot had exhibited every mark of a partial friend- 'j''fpute»

fhip for Pretaupa, in the treaty of 1762, he had negleded one fti- ^"y-

pulation in his favour, which left his country much in the power of

his fuperior, the Nabob. The river Cavery, after traverfine; the ex- Dofciptionof
' ° rhat liver.

tenfive country of Myfore, falls through the mountains, which fe-

parate the two coafts, into the Carnaiic ; and, about fix miles to the

north-weft of Tritchinopoly, divides its ftreams between two chan-

nels. The northern branch affiiming the name of Coleroon, falls

into the fea at Devi-Cotah f ; but the fouthern branch, retaining

that of Cavery, feparates itfelf, about twenty miles to the eaftward

of Tritchinopoly, into feveral large branches, which, paffing through

the province of Tanjore, give its fertility to that country :|:. The

ftreams of the Coleroon and Cavery form, by their feparation, the

ifland of Seringham, famous for the pagoda, from which it derives

its name. The banks of the two rivers, for fome miles above and

below Tritchinopoly, " are in no part two miles afunder, in many
" fcarcely one : and at Coiladdy, a fmall fort fifteen miles to the

*' eaft of Tritchinopoly §," the ftream of the Cavery was certainly

intended by nature, to rejoin the Coleroon. But a mound of „''^^i"'•' J mound near

a confiderable length had been anciently eredcd, to prevent the Coiiaddy,
° / » 1 which turns

ftreams of the two rivers, from uniting again. The waters of the its waters ima
Tanjore, is

Cavery prefs, in their natural courfe, upon this mound with fuch in the territory

force, that it requires almoft conftant repairs. As the boundaries of p^iy"

Tanjore never extended to within many miles of the bank, that

country muft have depended, from all antiquity, on the government

of Tritchinopoly, its neareft neighbour.

* Rous's Appendix, No. XIII. p. 187, J Ormc, vol.!. ? 177.

188. § Ibid.

f Lawrence's Narrative, p. 1 7.

T 2 The
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C HA P. The treaty of 1762, between the Nabob and the Rajah, had been

» ' confined to one obje(St, the amount of the future Peiflicuifh, to be

i76:cor.hnca paid by Tanjore *. The Prefidency^ who had made themfelves gua-

ihe*'amou'\ of rantees of that treaty, had no right to interfere in any other dif-

tiic iribuie.
pytes, between the Nabob and Rajah ; nor to become arbiters, with

had J."ri^ht regard to the conjiitutional right of the Carnatic over Tanjore f.

to interkre in „ 'j'jjy^^ -^^s a matter (fays the very gentleman who negociated the

pute. It treaty itfelf) which had not been thought of, in fettling the treaty

The Rajah " of 1 762 i}".." Pretaupa Sing, notwithftanding, feems to have made

K-paiHng^of the reparation of the mound, in fome meafure, the condition of

Ihe ^o°t!d"ition P3y'"S the kifts, which the treaty had direded him to pay to the

of his paying Company. Mr. Pigot, willing to favour him, wrote repeated let-

ters to the Nabob, in the (Irongeft terms §. But, upon examina-

himfti'f^filds tlon
II,

even Mr. Pigot found the Nabob's right to the mound, fo

the moun°/in decifively eftabliflied, that he entirely dropped e\'ery requifition, on

'''v^h
'"'''' ^^^^ h&2id ^. It appears, that Pretaupa Sing himfelf acknowledged

the Rajah the right to be vefted in the Nabob i, and that all the different dc-

puties, appointed by the Prefidency to examine into the fubjc(n:,

made their reports, that the right of repairing the mound exifted in

the Nabob alone, as Soubadar of the Carnatic.

Tb« Nabob, The Nabob, who had no reafon to be fatisfied, with the treaty,

fied^w:th''t'he
^hich had been forced upon him, in 1762, fhewed no inclination*

treaty of to relinouifh any of his rights, which ftill remained, to gratify the
1762, (hews * / . .

1^ indinaiion Rajah of Tanjorc. Pretaupa Sing, who was neither a ftranger to

hii right. his own Want of right to the mound, nor to the Nabob's feelings,

••Vindication of the Government of Fort Governor and Council in May 1763, to e-ca-

St. George, relative to the expedition againft mmo into the fubjeft, made his repoit e.airely

Tanjore in 1771, i!y Jofias Du Pre, lifq. in favour of the Nabob. Rou&'s Appendix,

p. 28. p. 2C9.

f Mr. Du Pre's Vindication, p. 28. f Ibid.

X •'''''• \ Letter froin the Rajah of Tanjore, ertertd

S Rous'* Appendix. No. XII!. p. -05. in Country Correfpomlence, No. LXll. March
II
Mr. iN'ewton, who wai appointed by the 24ft, J763.

6' oii
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on that fubjetfl, propofeJ an interview, which took place in autumn

^7^3- The Rajah, in the moft fubmiffive manner, acknowledged his

faults. He folicited the Nabob's forgivenefs, for his not having paid condu'a of

him the proper refpecl, when he landed at Negapatam in 1758 ; and ''n'Siew
for refufing him admittance into the fort of Tanjore. He begged ^'''' ^^^ ^^'

his pardon, for his invafion of the diftrids of the Marawar, in ex-

prefs oppofition to the injunclions of his fuperior; for his aflifting

Ufoph Chan in his rebellion ; and for all his pall offences. He pro-

mifed, that in future neither himfelf nor his fons fliould do any

thing difagreeable to the Nabob. That, inftead of aiding Ufoph,

he would take the whole burden of the war agalnft him, on himfelf.

That he would join the Nabob, " both in body and foul j" and that

he would confider the Nabob's enemies as his enemies, his friends

as his friends. Thefe declarations " he confirmed with an oath, a

" ftronger than which, in his religion, cannot be taken *."

The Nabob was fo well pleafed, with the fubmiffive condudl: of

Pretaupa, that he forgave him the fum of four lacks of Trivambore

rupees. He alfo agreed to make fome repairs on the mound ; though ^"^^^" ^^^

he uniformly declared, that the diverting all the waters of the Ca p^'r the

very, into the province of Tanjore, was extremely difagreeable to

his own people
-f-,

as the flat country to the eaft of Tritchinopoly

would be thereby overflowed |. But when Tulja-ji affumed the

government, he demanded as a right, what his father had requefted

as a favour. Inftead of flattering the pride of his fuperior, by an- •^""''l' an<^

' * intemperate

plications to him in perfon, he wrote abufive letters, concerning condua of

that prince, to the Prefidency of Madras § ; defiring them to lay

their commands on the Nabob to repair the bank. The Prefidency,

who had uniformly paid great attention to the government of Tan-

* Rous's Appendix, No. XIIL p. 196, t Ibid.

197. § Ibid, yfaflim.

{•-Ibid, p. 2cg..

jore,
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jore, ever fince the negociations about the treaty of 1762, vehe-

mently preffed the Nabob [|, who was incapable of thofe " winning

ways," which had rendered the Rajah fo valuable an ally and fo

great a fiivourite. The Nabob, confcious of his own rights, and

how little the Rajah contributed towards the general defence, ex-

prcfled his unwillingnefs, but complied. Befides, the rcluiftance,

with which he was brought to confer favours upon a man, who had

added infult to injury, the Nabob had a political reafon, for defer-

ring the repairs of the bank. The Rajah's afTiftance was wanted

for the fiege of Madura ; and he knew that nothing, but neceflity,

would induce him to perform his duty to his fuperior*.

To

I Rous's Appendix, paflim.

* Extrafl of Minutes of Confultation, 28th

April 1777,

As the Honourable Court of Dircflors, in

their feparate letter per Grenviile izth April

1775, order the Rajah of Tanjore to be re-

floted to the full and entire poflelTion of his do-

minions as held by him in 1762, without in-

fringing the rights of the Nabob of theCarna-

tic ; and as it appears from the letters mentioned

hereafter from Rajah Pretaub Sing, as well as

the opinions of this Government fubfequent to

the conclufion of the treaty of 1762, that the

right of repairing or amending the Annacutta

was then acknowledged to be veiled in the Na-

bob. Rcfolved, it is iheop'nion of this Board,

that this right doth exift in the Nabob alone, as

Soubahdar of the Carnatic, and that the Ra-
jah of Tanjore is not to begin, or carry on any

repaiis whatever, unlefs permitted to do (b by

the Nabob. That agreeably to ilie Nabob's

reqiicft, the people fent by the Rajah of Tan-

jore to the Annacutta Ihould be forthwith re-

called, and that the Rajah be informed, it ap-

pears from the Company's record;, as well as

from his father's Pretaub Sing's letters, that he

has no right to repair the bank, unlefs privi-

leged fo to do by the Nabob. That the Rajah

of Tanjore be alfo informed, the Nabob hath

granted permiflion for the repairing the Anna-

cutta at our defire, and will fend orders to his

Amildar at Tritchinopoly to give every reafon-

able affiftance, that it may be put in the fame

llate it was during the life of Pretaub Sing. Re-

folved alfo, as this has been a fubje(fl of con-

flant diCpute between the Nabob and the Rajah

of Tanjore, that the following references to the

Records be infcrtcd on this day's Confultation,

to ihew at one view to the Honourable Court

of Direftorf, that the right now claimed by the

Nabob, has ever been admitted ; but that this

Eoard have at all times conlidcred it as a matter

of great moment, that the Annacutta (liould be

repaired whenever the banks were broken down
or wafticd away.

The Prefident is direfled to acquaint the Na-
bob of the proper fenfe the Board have of his

acquiefccnce to have the Annacutta repaired,

agreeably to our requeft to him on that head.

Confultation 21ft March, 1763.

A letter is read from the Rajah of Tanjore,

entered in Country Correfpondence, No. LXII.

requelling the Board would dcfire the Nabob to

permit " him to amend the bank."

Confultation 15th April, 1763.

A letter is wrote from the Board to Mr,
Newton, ordered on a furvey of the Annacutta,

" the
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To explaia this fubjedl, we muft recur to former times. The
city of Madura, with the province of the fame name, being depen-

dent on Tritchinopoly *, fell into the hands of the Moguls, when
they conquered the lafl: mentioned province. During the captivity of

Chuder-Saib in the capititl of the Marattas, Madura, with the reft of

the Carnatic, became fubjed to the Nabob Anwar-ul-dien. When Chun-

der-Saib, in the revolution in favour of MuzifFer Jung, afTumed the

title of Nabob of Arcot, Madura was feized by AllumChan f, one of his

adherents ; but the power of that officer declining at the death of his

patron, the Nabob recovered the city, and placed his brother Mapheus

Chan in the government. Mapheus Chan was fucceeded, in the

year 1758, by Moodally J j and he, in June 1760, by Ufoph Chan,

at

CHAP.
V.

'
.,

1

Recapitula-

lion to ex-

plain the re-

bellion of

hoph Chan..

" the Board being defirous to procure for the

•* King of Tanjoie the liberty he defired, if it

" might be done wiihout prejudice to the Na-
" bob."

Confuhation 8th May, 1763.

A leiter is read from Mr. Newton on ihc

ful jeft of the Annacutca.

Confuhation 16th April and 14th May, 1764.

A minute of confultation, and letters from

the Nabob and the Rajah of Tanjore, together

with a reprefentatlon from the Tanjore Vac-

quiel on the fubjcdlof the Annacutta.

Confultation 24th May, 1764.

A letter is wrote to Mr. James Bourchier,

Confultation 2d Auguft, 1764.

A letter is read from Mr. James Bourchier,

defcribing the breaches of the Annacutta.

Confultation 24th Auguft, 1-64,

A letter is read from Mr. James Bourchier,

wherein he fays, th.it " a meflagefrom the Na-
" bob confirmed what he had all along fufpefi-

" ed, that though the Nabob had giv^n his

" ccnf?nt to make the repairs the Board re-

" quired of him, nothing was more diflant

" from his intention than the performance of

" it."

Confultation 28th January, 176;.

The Prefident acquaints the Board, that he
ordered on a furvey of the Annacutta, wherein

]^^^ ^^,ijh f^^^ difficulty prevailed on the Nabob
the Board fay, " The King hath probably re- ,„ permit the King of Hnjore to repair the

" queftcd more than the Nabob can grant breaches in the Cavery, and the Annacut near
•' without endangering his own country ; and Malore.
" the Nabob is perhaps loo tenaciaus of his

" own privileges, to comply with the King's

*' lequeft, as far as in reafun he ought."

(A true Extrafl)

R. J,
SuLivAN, Secretary.-

Confultation 24th July, 1764. * Jefuit's Letters, vol. ii.

A letter is read from Major Campbell, t Orme, vol. i. p. 169.

wherein he fays, " The Nabob has fent orders t Sir John Lindfay's Narrative. Tetarapa

" to his fon, to repair the banks of the Ca- Moodally, tenter of the Tinneveliy and Ma-

" very immediately, and in fuch a manner that dura countries, found means to obtain Mr.

•' the King of Tanjore will have no reafoo to Pigot's private friendlhip; but he behaved fo

" find fault with it." ill in bis office, that it was found impoflible to

tipport.
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Ufoph patro-

nifcd by Mr.

Pigot.

He forces the

.Nabob to

give him the

government
uf Madura.

He fupplies

him with

arms, i.-c.

Origin and

biMory of

•Ufoph,

at the prcfTinginflancesof Mr. Pigot, then Prefident ofFort St. George.

The Nabob, no (tranger to the ambition and treacherous charadter

of Ufoph, remonftrated in vain. The Prefident infifted, that he

(hould have the government, at a very fmall rent; for the payment

of which he himfelf pledged his faith §. Whatever reafon Mr.

Pigot might have had for his predileition in favour of Ufoph, it is

certain he interefled himfelf in his favour, with all the warmth

and zeal of a friend |1. Not content with extorting the government

of Madura for him from the Nabob, the Prefident provided him

with arms, guns, and ammunition; which, as there were no enemies

then in the country *, feem to have been deftined againft his mafter.

Ufoph Chan was a fellow of mean birth, but poffeflcd courage

and all the adtivity neceffary to conftitute a bold partizan. He

fupport him long, in his public capacity. He
was, therefore, obliged to give way to Ufoph

Chan, another friend.

§ Ibid. But he never paid any rent.

II
The original I.ctiers, of which the fol-

iowing are copies, are now in London :

*• To the Hon. George Pigot, Efq; Prefident

and Governor of Fort St. George.

" Honourable Sir,

" This moment I received a letter from An-
" j*''g°» advifing, that the 4th inftant arrived

" there z Europe ftiipi ; they left En^hnd 5

•' moi.ll.s agoe ; the Norfolk 74 guns, and Pan-

" thcr 60 gun., fu.l of men. And fouie friends

" mine wrote mc tlie nams of the Governor and
" Council of Mariras.

" Governor,

" John Smith,

" Charles Bourchicr,

" Dawfone Drake,

" John .Andrews,

" Herry Vj. ftirt,

"' Richaro Fairfield,

" tiarnucl Aidly.

" Realy I am very forry to hear, but I muft

" think now that my great misfortune ; hope

" to hear the news to the contrary, and beg.

" Honourable Sir, to fettle my affair in good
" tim, for I am quiet ruined, and have no
" other friends at all. Conclude this with my
" kind refpeiJ>, wifliing your good health Sc

" fucccfs in all your undertaking. Believe me
*' to be always with due refpeft, Hon. Sir,

I am your mod obedient humble

& obliged Servant,

(Signed) M.1H0MUD EsouF Cawk.*'

Mr. Pigot to the Nabob, inclofing the above.

" Sir,

" 1 fend you a letter I have received from

" Ufoph Cawn, which mull fati'fy you he isa

" gocd man, as the content; ftiew that he fears,

*' without a friend to recommend hi,n to you,

" he is ruin'd. He is as good a man as Mr.
" Smiih I will anfwer for it; and if he wants
•' arms they are to defend your country and
" add to your honour. It I can procure him
" any, he (hall have them, and I will anfwer

" for his being a good fervant to you. I am,
" with the greatcll regard and efteem. Sir,

Your moft obedient fervant, and

aflured friend,

(Signed) George Pigot."

Sir John Lindfay's Narrative.

owed
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owed his rife, like fome greater men, to accident. Having en-

graved the Company's arms on a gold plate, he lufpended it from

his neck ; and the Prefident, rtruck v^ith the fancy, ordered an in-

fcription to he put, on the other fide, mentioning his merit and

valour in war. Ufoph had diftinguifhed himfelf, as a good fol-

dier, on various occafions ; and his gaining the fupport and friend-

fliip of Mr. Pigot, was a proof of his being a good politician. His

breaking out into an open defiance to the Nabob's authority, fo foon

after his taking pofTeflion of his government feems, however, to have

been a little renusrnant to the latter charader. Thoueh the rent. He "-etains

' ° ° the rent.

which he had engaged to pay, had been rendered " extremely eafy,"

by the influence of Mr. Pigot, he negleded, from the beginning,

to remit even that " eafy rent'' to his mafter. A condudl: fo glaringly

obflinate could not, publicly, be fupported. The Prefidency, there- PrefiJency

oh iji r! to

fore, found themfelves obliged to aifift the Nabob in reducing to affiii the Na'

obedience a fervant, whom they had fo lately and warmly recom-

mended f. An expedition was undertaken againfl: him, in the year

1763 ; but the troops being ill provided, either through defign or

accident, with proper implements for a fiege, the periodical rains

forced them to quit the trenches ijl.

Though Ufoph depended much upon the influence of his friends Ufoph forms

at Madras, he was not negligent in fecuring other friends The « 1, '"jl

firft, the moft eager, fincere and powerful of thofe friends was
f'^'e!^^^"'

Pretaupa Sing, Rajah of Tanjore. This approved ally of the

Englifh and faithful dependent of the Nabob of the Carnatic en-

tered into a correfpondence with Ufoph, and foftered thofe feeds of Thecorrc

, ,,. 1 •
1 r • c r

fpondeni.e be-

rebellion, which that refradory chief had fown. He advifed him i'v,.ea [..vm.

not to go to Madras, v/hcn his prefence was required at that pLue
;

f Rous's Appendix, No. X ill. Sir John bufinefr. He d!d no/ afciihe the want nf fuccefs

Lind fay's Nirrsiiv?. \.o accident. Bit it wo'ili) havj been cud to

\ Roui's Appendix, No. Xllf. The Lite i:a e delerteJ an o/a'/r/^W in his d)ft.efs.

General Monron knew a yaw deal ibout this

U for,
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for, faid he, ** the bad man," meaning the Nabob, " gives advice to

the Engliih, to which point wk (hould attend §." He mentioned

that the treaty of 1762 ' was nothing more than a name
Ij.'

Thar,

fhould the Englifli fail to order the Nabob, to permit the mound of

the Cavery to be repaired, that he would fend his troops to the

place and exped the affiftance of Ufoph *. Thefe aflurances were

fent to Pretaupa, much about the time that he took the mod
Yti/'weari SOLEMN OATH appointed by his religion, that he would " take the
that he will 1 ' ^ °

lake the <( wholc of the war againft Ufoph upon hlmfelf and join the Nabob,
whole of the

. . ^ .

waragainit « both body and foul, and would look upon his enemies and friends

Jiimielf." " as his own f." But notwithftanding the folemnity of his oath,

Pretaupa feems to have adhered, with a kind of mental refervation,

Both hope to the interefts of Ufoph. That chief had informed him in a letter,

t£' French!""
" that, by the blefling of God, the French fquadron would foon

" arrive;'* and, faid he, " they confider your protedion as their

" firft object"
Tulja-jire- The death of Pretaupa Sing only deprived Ufoph Chan of one

theVs friend- friend, to glvc him another in the perfon of his fon Tulja-ji. The

Ufoph?'' fii'ft c^r^ °^ that PRINCE was to fecure to himfelf the undifturbcd pof-

Hisfirftcare feifion of the government, by cutting off the legitimate branches
tocut <ff the

1 ! 1 , • , ,

legitimate of his own family. Before he extended, as was believed, his hand

h^'ownVr- to his father's life 5f) he murdered his coufin, the fon of Nauzee,
"*''''* whom Pretaupa had kept a ftate-prifoner. Soon after his accef-
He murders

. ^ . . , . . - ,

his coufin the fion to the government, he lent emillaries into the territories or the

HeaffflinaTes Nabob, who killed " Gatica and two of his relations 4-." The un-

Gatica, rnd fortunate Gatica, who was deftincd to terminate a life of calamity,
two other ^

relations. in a death of violence, was the fame perfon, whom M. Lally found

^ Pretaopa Sing to Ufoph Chan. Couniry % Ufoph to Pretaupa Sing. Country Cor-

Corrcfpondence. India Houfe, Oft. 1764. refpondence, 1764.

This letter was written earfy in 1763. % Separate Letter from the Prefident and

II
Ifoph Chan to Pretaupa. Ibid. Council. March :3, 1764. India H- ufe.

• Ibid. + Rous's Appendix, No. XIII. p. 198.

\ Rous's Appendix, No. XIII. p. 197.

prifoner
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prifoner in Fort St. David, when he took that place in 175B. He ^ ^^J" ^'

was uncle to the wretched Shaw-ji, lawful Rajah of Tanjore, whofe '
'

interefts and liberty, the Prefidency, in a manner, fold to Pretaupa

Sing, in the year i 749. Shaw-ji, having made his efcape from the

hands of the Prefidency, the unhappy Gatica, was confined in his

place*. But fate referved his life till the year 1764, to fall by the

dagger of Tulja ji "j"-

When Tulia-ii had rid himfelf of every caufe of domeftic fear, Having fe-

' ^ '
_ _

cured hirr.Mf,

he turned his eyes towards his allies abroad. Upon receiving a bv thoc

letter from Ufoph Chan, who was, now, befieged in Madura, he

returned an anfwer, in which are the following remarkable words :

" I am convinced that you heartily wifti for my profperity, which ''« "^'"'«"

" is near at hand. You wrote me, that I fhould not delay my Uiuph,

" affiftance to you. You need not, my friend, write often to me
" on this fubjed ; fliould any thing happen, I will, with all my
** troops, join yours immediately without fail:]:." At this very in-

flant, fome of his troops were in the camp of the befiegers of Ma-
dura. But that circumftance would- facilitate the performance of \vlioro he re-

his promife to Ufoph, fhould any reverfe of fortune happen to the aflui.

arms of the Nabob and the Company. Tulja-ji and his father

permitted, or rather ordered, a body of French, who were in the He like his

fervice of Tanjore, to join Ufoph Chan. Unfortunately for that Prer^h l'ro''ops

chief, M. Marchand was one of the number. This man feized his per- '^J^'" ''™*

fon and delivered him to his enemies. This event happened in the

month of October 1764 §. The war cod much blood to the Eng-

lifh, and more than a million fterling to the Nabob ||, befides the

lofs of the revenue, which Ufoph had with-hekl^.

* Orme, vol. ii.
|j
Tlie Nabob vv.is st the uho!c cxper.ce,

+ Rous'b Appendix, iibi fupra. except the l''uropean folJiers, who were paid

X Tulja-ji to Uibj-h Clian. Country Cor- out of the revenue of the Jaghire, Sir John
'rcfponcieiice, 17(4. Lir.dfay's Narrative.

§ Rous's Appendix, Nj. XI I. p. 211. f S;r John LinJfaj's Narrative.

U 2 Tulja-ji
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,1 ' un-

jT.e ul lon-

dufl towards

his memory.

He neglefts

to pay his

Kilt to the

Company,

Nizam A!i

invades the

Carnatic.

He ravages

the country ;

Tiilja-ji cxprefled himfelf, in a letter to the Prefident of Fort St.

George, with peculiar feeling, for his unfortunate friend " I re-

" ceived," fays he, " advice from Madura, that the perfidious

" WRETCH was feiz-ed, and the fort taken; this gave me in-

" exprcffible joy. I have offered my prayeis, night and day, to

" God, and it hath now pleafed his Divine Majcfty to grant what

*' was my defiret-" ^ut neither the exemplary misfortunes of his

ally, Ufoph Chan, nor any gratitude for the favours or fear of the

arms of the Englifh, who had made themfelves guarantees of the

treaty of 1762, could induce the Rajah to perform, with any

pundluality, hit' part of the treaty. Though his country yielded

annually near a million fterling %> two terms had elapfed without

his paying the ftipulated Kifts to the Company §, This conduit

was the more inexcufablc, that the Nabob had relinquillied four

lacks of the tribute, in confequence of his promile to Pretaupa

Sing, at their laft interview ||.

The taking of Madura, in the end of 1764, only reftored the

Carnatic to a temporary repofe. In the beginning of 1765, Nizam

All, who had acquired by the murder of his brother, Sullabut, the

title as well as power of Subah, entered that province with a great

army. With a defl:ru£tive fpecies of war, he laid wafte the open

country, without deriving any confiderable benefit, from his inhu-

manity. He fubjeded every place, through which he direded his

inarch, to fire and fword ; and fuch unfortunate perfons as had cfcaped

the latter were only referved for flavery. The ravages, which he had

committed, joined to the heat of the fcafon, for it was now the middle

of April, reduced his army to great diftrefs for want of provifions

and water. Colonel Campbell, who then commanded the joint forces of

the Nabob and Company, having marched froni Arcot, came in fight

f Rous's Appendix, No. XIW. p, 211.

J Ibid. p. 198.

§ Rous's Appendix, No. XIII. p. 198.

1; ibid.

of



I

THE EAST-INDIA COMPANY. 149

of the enemy, at the Pagoda of Tripetti; but when the Colonel C H^A P.

was preparing; to attack Nizam Ali, in his camp, that Subah fud- " ^
'

r r o 1
^ bat rcti cats.

denly decamped, and marching near forty miles, in one day, eva-

cuated the Carnatic, by the way of Collaftria and Nellore *.

Durinff thefe tranfadlions, Lord Clive arrived at Madras on his ^""^^'^I'

way to his government of Bengal. The condud of Nizam Ali, M..dras.

too-ether with the expediency of poffelTing the whole coaft, from

the boundaries of the Carnatic to thofe of OrifTa, induced his Lord-

fhip to procure, from the Mogul, a Phirman, for thofe countries, Obtains Sun-

which are diftinguiflied by the name of the Northern Circars. Thefe C:rcars,

provinces, like moft others in the Decan, were chiefly pofleffed by the

native Rajahs and F^olygars, in fubordination to the Mogul viceroy,

to whom they paid a ftated annual tribute. There were, however,

many diflricts fubjed to temporary renters -{- ; and the whole was

governed by a deputy appointed by the Nizam. Anwar-ul-dien,

the father of the prefent Nabob, had executed that office, with fuch

juftice and reputation, for thirty years, that his family were ftill

very popular in the country. Many of the Zemindars had owed

their rife to Anwar-ul-dien ; and not only they, but all the inha-

bitants and hufbandmen, had expreffed their wifhes, that his fon

misrht obtain the command of the provinces t. Sullabut Tuntr had which had
^ r T

.
been repeat-

offered the government of the Circars to Mahommed All during ediy offered

to the Nabobs
the French war, to detach him from the Englifli caufe ; and he

renewed the fame offer, when he quarrelled with M. BufTy at Hy-

drabad. Even Colonel Forde, when he took MafTulipatam, figni-

fied the propriety of the Nabob's taking charge of the Circars ; but

all thefe offers he declined to accept, without the exprefs approba-

tion of the Prefidency §.

* Sir John Lindfay's Narrative. ^

t Nabob to Mahommed Nazib Chan. Nov. 25, 1765. MS. J Ibid. § Ibid;

Lord



15® HISTORY AND MANAGEMENT OF

Lord Clive

obtains Sun-

nuds for the

Nabob,

rendering

him inde-

fendL-nt of

the Niz^m.

Nabob de-

clinci die

Subahfbip of

the Decan.

Calliaud

matches and

takes pofTcf-

fion of the

Circirs.

1766.

Nizam Ali

prepares to

invade ll e

Carnatic ;

but a treaty

is concluded.

Lord Clive, who had been uniformly attached to the Nabob, did

not forget the intercfls of that prince, when he obtained, from the

Mogul, the northern provinces for the Company. He procured

from the emperor Shaw Allum, Sunnuds, dated the i2lh of Auguft,

176511, rendering the Carnatic independent of the viceroy of the

Decan. His Lordfhip, at the fame time that he tranfmitted the

Sunnuds, feems to have infinuatcd his wiili to raife that prince to

the Subahfliip itfelf, flaould it be found neceflary to expel Nizam

Ali, in the war which was likely to arife between that prince and

the Company, for the northern Circars. The Nabob excufed him-

fclf, from accepting the offer, by declaring that " the Decan was
" too great for him to defire to have the charge of its government*.'*

He at the fame time aflured Lord Clive, " that he was perfedly

*' fatisfied with his Lordlhip's fending him the Phirman of free gift

" of the Carnatic, which he had been pleafcd to obtain for him,

*' from the emperor of the Moguls f."

To enforce the Mogul's Phirman, for the Circars, General Cal-

liaud marched at the head of the troops of the Carnatic to take pof-

feflion of thofe provinces. This he effected, after fome fkirmifhes

with the Rajahs and Polygars ij;. Nizam Ali, who was, at the

time, engaged in war againft the Marattas, in the country of Barad,

upon receiving intelligence of thofe tranfadtions, returned with the

utmoft expedition to Hydrabad. To revenge himfelf for the lofs of

the Circars, he made fudden and great preparations for invading the

Carnatic. To prevent the execution ot his defign, the Prefidcncy

of Madras inverted Callia,ud with full powers, ordering him to pro-

ceed to Hydrabad to negociate a peace. A treaty was accordingly

concluded, on the 12th of November 1766. The principal terms of

the treaty were, that the Prefidcncy fliould afhft Nizam Ali, witli

II
Sunnud, MS. • Nabob's Letter to Lord Clive in 1765, MS. + Ibid.

X Rous's Appendix, No. XII. p. 183.

4 their
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their troops ; and pay an annual tribute for the Ciicais. Thefe con- chap.

ditions were rnuch more difadvantageous, than thofe upon which the '
'

provinces had been offered before; for by the former terms the Com-
pany were to have enjoyed the Circ&rs in Jaghire, on the (ole condition

of military aid. By the prefent treaty, they promifed fervice and

an annual rent. To pave the way for the treaty, fuch as it was,

the Prefidency obliged the Nabob to pay five lacks of rupees to Ni- Nabob oblig-

ed to pay him
zam Ah § ; though he was not to derive the value of " a fingle five lacks.

ca(h,'' from the tranladtion, nor had been even fo much as named.

This difadvantageous and even difgraceful treaty fowed the feeds '^^7-
The treaty

of a dangerous and ruinous war. In confequence of their promife Tows the feeds

to Nizam Ali, the Prefidency ordered Colonel Smith to march to

Hydrabad, with a few Sepoys and a troop of horfe to join that Nizam M\

prince. The money given by the Nabob enabled Nizam Ali to pay
i°n"^f(iJ'^

'^^

off the arrears of his mutinous army. The ioint force of the' "
Inv ides My-

Subah and of his new vaflals, marched toward Bengalore, in the ^re.

province of Myfore ; and took that place from the famous Hy-
der-Ali. The capture of Bengalore feems to have been the ob-

je£l of the treaty of Hydrabad, though that condition is not parti-

cularly expreffed. In Nizam All's march towards Myfore, and dur-

ing his progrefs in that country, he was joined by different de-

tachments of the Company's troops, under Colonel Tod, Major

Fitzgerald and others, to the number of one thoufand Europeans,

and five or fix battalions of Sepoys. Thefe reinforcements enabled

ISizam Ali to colled the tribute from the diiferent Polygars on his

march \\,

The Nabob, who, from his knowledge of the country, was en- Nabob

abled to obtain the heft information of the fecrei views of its princes, Preiidency

told the Prefidency, that the colle£tion of the tribute, and not a

in-

forms the

§ Sir John Lindfay's Narrative. India Papers, paffim,
||

Sir John Lindfay's Narrative,

war.

that Nizam
All 13 not

fincere in the

war.
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CHAP.
V.
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the Circars.

HyderAlialfo

dif^leafed.

Caufe of Hy-
der's further

difpleafufe.

He joins the

NiziOi.

war againfl: Hyder, was the principal objed of Nizam Ali. That

notwithftanding the terms of the treaty of Hydrabad had been

much more advantageous, than he had any reafon to expeft, he

was not pleafed with the conduft of the Company, in obtaining a

Phirman for the Circars, without either his knowledge or permif-

fion, who confidered himfelf as their immediate fuperior. That

Hyder Ali was equally difpleafed with the treaty, as the Prefi-

dency had fhewn their animofity againft himfelf, by the readinefs

which they difcovered to aflift the Subah in invading his country.

That, prior to his expedition to Myforc, Nizam Ali had font a

copy of his agreement to Hyder Ali. That, from thefe and other

circumftances, he, the Nabob, concluded that both would foon ter-

minate their own differences, and, with their united force, attack

the Carnatic *.

The event juftificd the fufpicions of the Nabob. Hyder Ali being

attacked on another fide of his dominions, by the Company's troops,

refolved to fettle matters with Nizam Ali. Major Bonjeur, with fome

Europeans, and two battalions of Sepoys, had been detached to-

wards Kiftnagurry, in the Baramault country f, which he over-ran,

and took all the mud forts: but he could make no imprefTion,

either on Kiftnagurry, or thofe forts which were built upon rocks J.

The country of Baramault had been formerly a part of the Carnatic;

but, having fallen into the hands of the Rajah of Myfore, it had

fubmittcd, with the reft of his dominions, to the ufurpation of his

rebellious general, Hyder Ali. Thefe, with other reafons, induced

Hyder to make propofals to Nizam Ali, who fcrupled not to fa-

crifice his engagements with the Company, to the intereft of his

new ally §. A treaty was at laft concluded between them, by the

• Sir Jr.hr Lindfay's Narrative. India Pa- J Sir John Lindliiy's Narraiive. Oi\. 13,

per?, [iiffi.n. ^77^'

4 Rout's ApptnJiji, No. Xlfl. p. 213.

means

t Ileus's Appendix, No. XT. p. 167.
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means of Mapheus Chan, the Nabob's brother, who had been dif- CHAP.
fatisfied, ever fince the influence of Mr. Pigot had deprived him of < j '

the government of Madura and Tinneveliy, in 175B*. '' '''

Secret information of the conclufion of this treaty, havine been They onite

brought to the Nabob, he advifed the Prefideut and Council, to Nabband

order an attack to be made upon Nizam Ali's camp -f, before the

jundion of the Myforean. This advice was difregarded, at lead "^"
'

it was not put in execution ; but the Company's troops had fepa-

rated themfelves from thofe of the Subah. In the month of Sep- Attack Co-

tember, Colonel Smith was attacked on his march, near Changa-

mal, by the united forces of the allies. The adion was fharp, and

lafted an hour ; but though the enemy was repulfed, the Company's

troops were obliged to retire. Marching for thirty-fix hours,

without refrcfhment, the army, having fuffered incredible hard-

fhips, arrived at Trinomally ; and having inclofed themfelves, within

the walls of that place, where they remained feveral days, were

forced to be witneffes of the deftrudtlon of the country all around, L'^
"1^"^ "*°

* ' CO u n try •

with fire and fword. Colonel Smith, having again taken th^ field,

encamped near the walls ; but, after a few days, he decamped and

pitched his tents near Califhy-wacum, about ten miles, to the north

of Trinomaly :]:.

While both armies lay in this fituation, Hyder Ali detached his Hyder Ali

fon, with five thoufand horfe, into the Carnatic. This body pe- party of horfc

netrated to the neighbourhood of Madras ; and had the commander wardsM^dras.

managed matters with the leaft addrefs, he might have feized the

Prefident and Council, in their Gardcn-houfes, in the environs of

that fort. But the attention of the Myforeans to plunder, deprived

them of an advantage, which would have enabled them to didtate

• Rous's Appendix, No. XIII. p. 213. J India P.ipers, paffim. Sir John Lin d fay's

Ii.din Papers, pallim. Narrative, &c.

t Nabob to the I'reiident, &;c. Aug. 2,
1
767.

X the
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the terms of peace. Colonel Smith, having in the mean time at-

tacked the allies, before Trinomally, with fome fuccefs, fent the
Colonel Smith . ftr i A t-i i • j
deicais ilic army mto cantonments at Wandevvalh. 1 he enemy having appeared

* '"'
beyond Velore, in the month of December, he took again the field,

and attacking them, between Ambour and Wanumbaddy, obtained

... a vi£tory, and purfued them to Caverypatnam. Both before andN z»m All / ' r J r
makes pro- after the adlion, Nizam Ali made propofals of peace to Colonel
pofals of

, .

peace. Smith ; but that officer refufed to treat, till the Subah (hould fhew

the fincerity of his intentions, by feparating his troops from thofe

of Hyder Ali *.

A trel'^^'
^^^ Subah, bent upon a peace, feparated his army, accordingly,

eluded. from Hyder, in the month of January 1768. In February, a treaty

of perpetual friendship was concluded between the Nizam, the Na-

The terms. bob, and the Company. The Nabob's titles, and the grants of fe-

veral places, which he had received from the Subah, were confirm-

ed. The Dewanny of the Subahdary of Bijapour, and Carnatic Bal-

lagaut was conferred upon the Company, for which they were to

pay feven lacks to the Nizam, and a Chout to the Marattas
-f-.

In

return the Nabob and the Company agreed to furnifh Nizam AH,

with two battalions of Sepoys, and fix pieces of cannon, upon his

requifition, fliould the neceffity of their own affairs permit them to

comply. In confideration of the lofTes luftained by the Company,

the Subah agreed to dedudl twenty- five lacks, from the revenue

paid to him from the northern Circars ; bcfides two lacks for five

years from Chicacole \. The lofles and expences of war had fallen

upon the Nabob ; the profits of viftory were appropriated by the

Company §.

Affjirs of When the junction of Nizam Ali with Hyder, threatened the Car-

natic with invafion, in the month of July J7G7, Mr. Bourchicr, the

• Sir John Lindfay's Narrative.
:|: Vide Treaty. India Houfe.

f Ibid. § Sir John Lindfay's Narrat. 0€t. 13, 1770.

Prefident,
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prefident, wrote to the Rajah of Tanjore, for his aid, in the ex- ^ ^ '^ f-

pededwar*. That Rajah, who was privately in the interefts of '

—

-^ »,,,.,, Rajah in the

Hyder, had pubhcly renewed his complaints, againft the Nabob, in ereiis of

about the waters of the Cavery. The bank had been already re- ^ '

paired by that prince to gratify the Piefidency ; but the Rajah al-

leged, that he had given orders for enlarging an old gutter, which

conveyed a part of the waters into the Coleroon f . Upon receiving a

letter from the Prefident, the Nabob gave inftantly dired:ions for re-

moving every foundation for a complaint on the part of the Rajah,

to prevent him from having any excufe for refufing the demanded

aid J. He accordingly promifed publicly his aid to the Englifli §, ^^ f'"''(/'"

but he privately affifted, at the very time, their enemies. Whilft fc^ngi'f^;

' J 1 j'/i rr r bjt aftually

he pretended, that the dutreiies of his country rendered him incapa- aiTuu their

enemies.

allies.

ble of paying a tribute of four lacks to the Nabob, he fent four He fends

lacks and four elephants, by his own Vackeel, to Hyder Ali ||. """u^j
^*^'

*' Depending," fays the Rajah, " on your firm friendlhip, I am
*' in every refped eafy in my mind, and all apprehenfions are

*' removed from me^."

When Colonel Smith had feparated the Company's troops from Correfpon-

thofe of Nizam Ali, and retreated into the Carnatic 4-, Hyder an- fwcen^hofe

nounced that event to his ally the Rajah of Tanjore. " You muft

*' not imagine," faid Hyder in his letter to Tulja-^ji, " that I

*' attend to any thing, but the deftrudion of our mutual enemy
;

*' you may reft afllircd of this. My reafon for marching into

«' Ballagaut is, that the Englifli troops are retired from my coun-
*' try, and are marched fix or feven ftages toward Trenomele. 1

' will, by the affiftance of God, bring all the army together and

• Roup's Appendix, No. Xlir. p. 213. Pre's Vindication, p. n.
+ Ibid. p. 21Z.

II
Appendix to Nabob's Papers, No. IV.

% Ibid. p. 215. p. 50.

§ Ibid. " The Pnjah amufed them for m Rajah Tolja-ji 10 Hyder .Ali, Ibid,

fonie time wiih promifes only," &c. M. Da + In September I/67.

X 2 " punlfli
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" punirh the enemy."—" You need not fear the enemy ; depend

upon your ftrength, and give no money to them, nor fend them

" any troops, but put them off with delays ; and write pri\'ately

" to all the Polygars, dependent upon you, to be,in readinefs with

*' all their troops*."—The Rajah religioufly obierved the inftruc-

tions of his friend and ally. But fo much perverted has truth been

by party, that the advocate of the Court of Direftors aflerts, that

the Rajah of Tanjore was perfeciited by Hyder, for his uniform

attachment to the interefts of the Company f !

Prefidency re- Prior to the treaty concluded in February 1768, with Nizam AH,
folve to carry

the war into the Prefidency, encouraged by Colonel Smith's viiStory over the joint

^ '
*

forces of the allies, had refolved, not only to carry the war into

Their deceit- Myfore, but to make an abfolutc conqueft of that country. Their
ful and car.-

tradiaory letter of the 2 1 ft of December 1 767 to the Nabob, upon that fub-

je£t, is a curious inftance of clumfy artifice and ill-covered Jefuitry.

They prefs that prince to join the army, promifing to give him the

management of the conquered country :
'• But," continues the Pre-

fident, " I cannot now tell you, whom I am to appoint to manage

•' thofe parts." They inform the Nabob, " the Company would

*' not defire any other countries."—" But," fay they in the fame

fentence, " the Company intend taking under their government
Theyfaddle n fome Other neighbouring countries at Bombay t." They advife
the Nabob 00 j -r j

with the ex- }iiin that they intend to place two lacks of Pagodas to his account
pences.

'

of the extraordinary expences of the war. Yet they fay, that it is

very uncertain whether Nizam Ali began, from his difpleafure

againft the Company, or on purpoi'c to diftrcfs the Nabob. The

•Ibid. p. 51. This leiter fecms to have is rererred. Ibid. p. 52.

been written in the beginning of September f Vide Mr. Rous's Reftoration, ire. con-

1 767 : for it alludes to the expedition of 5000 fiderei.

horfc, under Hyder's fon, who penetrated to J P'cfident Eourchier to the Nabob, Dec.

Madras in that month. Tuljaji wrote a very 21, 1767.

friendly anfwer to Hyder, to which the reader

truth
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truth is, that the war had proceeded from the rooted refentment of the ^ ^^ ''•

Subah agalnft the Company, for their manner of ftripping him of < ^ '

the northern provinces. The Nabob appealed to themfelves that this

was the cale ; but, as they feemed to think that his prefence might

be ufeful to their affairs, he promifed to join the army *.

The obje<3: of the Prefidency, in fending Mahommed Ali to the Their artifice

to fix upon

camp, was to make a war, which the ambition of the Company had him thoie ex-

kindled, the war of the Nabob ; to furnifh a colour of juftice, for

their charging him with the expence. Though he was fenfible of

their artifice, he thought it prudent to comply. He accordingly

joined the army ; but the hands of the commanding ofRcer being

tied up, by the timidity and ignorance of field-deputies, the whole

fummer of 1768 palfed in inactivity and fruitlefs ncgociations for campaign.

peace. Though, by the original agreement, between the Nabob and

the Company, it had been flipulated, that no bufinefs with the coun-

try powers (hould be tranfadted, without his participation, the field-

deputies, at the inftigation of Hyder's vackeel, excluded him from

havinec any (hare, in the conferences. But Hvder, being well in- Prefidency

formed, that the Prefidency wifhed eagerly for peace, only amufed peace.

their deputies, to ftop the progrefs of the war ; till the impatience

or termr of his enemies {hould enable him to didtate the terms.

Though be affedted to wifh, for an accommodation, he did not neg-

lect luch hortilities, as promifed fuccefs. He took the important fort

of Mulwaggle. He gained fome advantages over Colonel Wood,

who had attempted in vain to take the place %.

Though thefe hoftilities might have convinced the Prefidency at Hytternot

Fort St.- George, and their deputies in the field, that Hyder meant pacific propo-

nothing lefs, than to negociate, on equal terms, they ftill continued

in a manner to folicit peace. The deputies, thinking that the pre-

• Sir John Lindfay's Narrative, Oct. 13th, 1770, J Ibid.

fence
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fence of the Nabob Impeded their negociations, prcficd him to re-

turn to Madras. The Nabob argued in vain, that his prefence in

the army would contribute to keep the Polygars and commanders of

forts Aeady to the Englifh intercft. The Prefidency, entering into

the views of their deputies, commanded him to return. They

had even threatened him with deprivation, in a letter to the field-

deputies f ; and, when he wrote to them complaining of this infult,

they refufed to receive his letter ||. He thought it prudent to return

to Madras; where he arrived, in the month of November 1768.

Colonel Donald Campbell, a gallant and experienced officer, was ob-

liged to quit the field, on account of his health ; and he was, foon

after, followed by the field-deputies. All thefe things difcouraged

the army, and added fpirit to the enemy. Hyder attacked Colonel

Wood, plundered his baggage, and recovered all the conquered coun-

tries, except a few places of ftrength. Thus ended the year 1768,

in mifmanagement, difafter and dilgrace *.

Hyder Ali, having thus, by his addrefs and fpirit, rendered the

efforts of the Prefidency againfl his own country abortive, prepared

to carry the war into that of the enemy. In December 1768, he

entered the Carnatic " with a confiderablc body of horfe and foot

" lightly equipped :{:," and penetrated into the province of Tritchi-

nopoly. Having advanced towards Tanjore, his friend and fecret

ally, the Rajah of that country, fupplied him with four lacks of ru-

pees §, and provifions for his troops IF; and '' was ready to join

" his intereft .[.•" Hyder, at the fame time, detached one of his

generals, into the provinces of Madura and Tinnevelly, who plun-

f Sir John Lindfay's Narrative, 061. 13th,

1770.

II
Ibid.

• India Papers, paflim. Sir John Lindfay's

Narrative. Country Corrcfpondente. India-

Ilourc.

J Mr. Du Prc's \'ir,dication, p. 1 ;.

^ Sir John lindfay's Narrative. Mr. Du
Pri's Vindication.

m Mr. Du Prc's Vlrdication.

4- Sir John Lindfay's N^irraiive.

dered
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dered and deftroyed the country. No part of the fouthern dlvifion ^ ^^ ^•

of the Carnatic, except the territories of the friendly Rajah of Tan- * v »

r 1 1 J n • r • -r
Ravapc; the

jore, efcaped the deftrudive ravages of the active and enterprifing coumry.

Myforean. The En;;li{h army were unprovided with cavalry, and

could neither overtake his march nor flop his progrefs. The horfe,

which the Rajah of Tanjure had fent to the Englifh, as a cover for

his fecret connedion with Hyder |, had been long recalled, by their

perfidious mafler §. The Myforean purfued his predatory operations

without obftrudion. He went twice to Pondicherry to confer with

the French ; and, at the fame time, amufed the Englifh Prefidency Erjimwith

with holies, rather than offers, of accommodation. Having, at "^"p^^ °^
'

_

°
peace.

length, fent all his heavy baggage from Pondicherry to his own

country, he proceeded with a body of horfe to the Mount, a place He comes to

within a few miles of Madras *. Mr. Bourchier, under whofe go- with a body

vernment thefe misfortunes chiefly happened, had quitted the chair,

and returned to Europe, in the beginning of 1769. His fucceflbr,

Mr. Du Pre, wifhing to put an end to a war, which, by deftroying

the country, deprived him of refources for carrying it on with fuc-

cefs, liftened to the pacific propofals of Hyder AH ; and a peace was ^^^^j"
^°^'^

accordingly concluded on the 3d of April 1769.

J Mr. Da Pre's Vindication, p. 12.

I Ibid. • Six John Lindfay's Narrative.
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CHAP. VI.

Affairs of the Car7jatic from the "Treaty with Hyder AH,

in lybgj to the Coiidufioji of thefrfl Expedition againfi

Tanjore ifi 1771.

CHAP.
VI.

i-:6q.
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IN the courfe of the preceding narrative, which though fucclnil,

it is hoped, has comprehended the moft material tranfa£lions, on

the Coaft, the Court of Directors have been feldom mentioned.

This circumftance proceeded lefs, from any inattention to that re-

spectable body, than from their %Yant of importance in affairs,

over which they are fuppofed to prefide. Radical defeds in their

very inftitution, their diftance from the fcene of a£lion, their being

individually called, from narrow and confined occupations, to the

extenfive field of political management, their fugitive authority,

which fcarcely lafted a fpace of time fufficient for tranfporting their

orders to the eaft, their being too often ignorant themfelves, or too

frequently deceived by others, rendered them objects of little confe-

quence, in a political fyflem, which they affedtcd to guide. In a

manner confcious of their want of importance, as a body, they en-

deavoured to pay the debt owing to vanity, by gratifying the demands

of felf-intereft ; and, therefore, their great inducement, for folicit-

ing and receiving their places, was to provide for their own relations

and friends. This object being obtained, they became little folicit-

ous abcJut the intcrefls of their conflituents. To fiipport the appear-

ance of authority, fome ignorant clerk, who thought infolence a

mark of dignity, penned their difpatches, and adumcd the manner

4 and



THE EAST-INDIA COA/IPANY. i6i

and dldllon of defpotic power ; but their orders were only obeyed, ^ ha P.

when they fulted the views of thofe, to whom they were addrefled. k—,,—

^

Unimportant as the condition of the common herd of Diredors Yet their fitu-

might appear to have been at home, it became an objed of ambition
j a o'f "mbil

to their fervants, when they returned from abroad. The latter, to- r'e°u/ncd'f«l

gether with the fpoils having acquired the manners of the Eaft, fre-
^'^"''

quently took arms againft the authority, to which they owed their

power ; till by force, by negociation or compromife, they obtained

feats at the Board. The firft ufe they made of their power was to

cover the retreat of their own fortunes from India ; and to fupport,

in fome friend, favourite, or partner in plunder, the fame fyftem of

venality and corruption, which had enriched themfelves. Their local

knowledge being blended with local prejudices, inftead of enlight-
who midead

ening the ignorance of other Du-edors, perverted their judgment, them.

Inflamed by difappointments, but forgetful of favours, they feldom

failed to fuggeft fuch meafures, as might contribute to diflrefs thofe,

who had failed to extend their liberality to the utmofl: limits of their

avarice. Thus, the injuftice and oppreffion committed by the fer- ^"'^ ''"pport

. .
that fyrtem of

vants of the Company m India, inftead of being checked by the au- corruption,

which had cn»

thonty of the Directors, were too frequently encouraged by their richedthem-

approbation. Thefe general obfervations are not intended, as a ge-

neral cenfure ; for, in the condud of the Court, we fometlmes meet

with fome commendable deviations, from the lines we have above

defcribed and ftigmatifed.

To return to the affairs of India : In the negociation with Hyder Treaty with

Ali, which terminated in the treaty of the 3d of April 1769, the ^
"'

Prefidency having propofed, that fome chiefs, who had aiTifted the

Company, fhould be included in the treaty ; Hyder demanded the Hedefiresto

fame advantage, for the Rajah of Tanjore, on Ais part*. The Raja"hofTaa

Prefidency juftly conceived, that this demand was made, at the re-
j-^lg^j^

*"

* Mr. Du Pie's Vindication, p. 15.

Y queft
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quefl: of the Rajah, to preclude any anlmadverfion upon his condud,

for having furnifhed Hyder Ali, the enemy of the Carnatic, with

money and provifions *, for carrying on war againft his fiiperior,

the Nabob and his protedors the Englifh. The ftipulation, in his

favour, proved to a dcmonftration the Rajah's guilt; and that cir-

cumftance ought to have induced the Prefidency to rejeft, with re-

fcntment, a propofal, which converted a fubje£l of the Carnatic,

into an ally to its greateft foe. But, it feenis, that peace was, at

that moment, fuch a defirable objed:, that indignation gave place to

neceflity. As Hyder fhewed no inclination to dcfert his ally, the

Prefidency propofed to include him in the treaty, as ihei'r friend and

ally; to prevent him, from becoming ftill more attached to Hyder,.

by permitting that chief to become his avowed protestor and guaran-

tee -j-. Hyder, whofe fole objedt, in the propofition, feems to have

been a fecurity to the Rajah, from animadverfion, acquiefced in

the offers of the Prefidency, as ftill better for his friend, than his

own guarantee.

This propofal on the part of the Prefidency " did not proceed

* from any opinion, that the Rajah's condud merited their at-

" tention to his intereft J." They had been no ftrangers to his

duplicity and treachery during the whole courfe of the war.

Though, at the requifition of the Prefidency in July I767§, he had

promifed to aflift them with a thoufand horfe and twelve hundred fe-

poys, he neither fent that number, nor did thofe he fcnt join the

army, till the 19th of February 1768 ||. Had he ordered a body of

cavalry to the aid of the Englifh, when they were firft required, they

might have been of eflential fervice, " whilft the united forces of

" the Nizam and Hyder were ading in the Carnatic %." Their ap-

pearance could not then be obtained. But when the Nizam deferteJ

• Mr. Du Pxt'i Vindication, p. 15.

t Ibid.

J Ibid».

§ Rous's Appendix, No. XIII. p. 213.

II
Mr. Du Pre's Vindication, p. 11.

f Ibid, p. 12.

Hyder,
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Hyder, and evacuated the Carnatic, Tulja-ji fent his cavalry to join ^ ^ ^ ^•

the Englifh, " when their fervice could be of little ufe *." " This '
'

His pretended
" pretended aid was only given to fave appearances, and tofurnifh, a:don'y given

to Tave ap-
*' in cafe of need, a future plea to both the contending parties ; to pcaraiues.

*' the Nabob, that he had ajjijled ; to Hyder, that he on\yfeemed to

" affift t'" His cavalry, foon after they had joined Colonel Wood,

in the Coimbettour country, '• dropped off by parties at a time ;''

till, at length, the whole either deferted of themfelves, or were re-

called by their raafter, long before the conclufion of the waj;]:.

The dilatory and fufpicious conduct of the Rajah, his inattention His fufpicious

conduft ani-

to the requifition of the government of the Carnatic, which had inadvened

conjl'itutmially a right to his affiftance in war §, his a£ting, upon al- Prefidency.

moft every occafion, contrary to that fplrit of mutual friendfhip,

•which had been the oftenfible bafis of the treaty of 17 62, had nei-

ther efcaped the notice, nor had been fuffered to pafs, without the

animadverfion of the Prefidency. In their letter of the 8th of Oc-

tober 1767 II,
they had fignified, to the Court of Diredors, their

reafons for being diflatisfied with the condufl of the Rajah of Tan-

jore. The Court of Diredors, happening at the time to be led, by The Court of

men of comprehenfive ideas and political talents, did not hefitate, fendedTthis

upon a fubjed, which involved the peace and fecurity of the Carna- behaviour.

tic. Confcious, that the treaty of 1762, having only the quantum

of the annual peifhcuifh for its objed, did neither infringe nor abo-

lifh " the right of the Carnatic to the military fervice of TanjoreU,"

without infinuating the lead doubt on that fubjed, they delivered

their fentiments to the Council at large, and fent decifive orders to

the Seled Committee, on the 17th of March 1769 ; whilft the war

with Hyder Ali was ftill depending.

* Mr. Du Pre's Vindication, p. 12. § Ibid.

f Ibid.
II

Eall-India Houfe,

J Ibid. ^ Mr. Du Pie's Vindlcltion, p. iz.

Y a Thefe
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CHAP. Thefe fentiments and orders explain the delinquency of the Rajah

' . ' of Tanjore, at the fame time that they define the mode of punifhing

orders to aid him, for his unjuftifiablc conduft. " We obferve with great diffa-

Igti^fthe
" tisfadion (fay the Diredlors to the Council at large) the condudt of

Rajah. « jj^g Rajah of Tanjore, who forbore fo long to join you with his

" horfe ; and when they did join you, they feem to have been of no

" manner of ufe. It is very extraordinary, that when the fafety of

*' the Carnatic was in danger *, he ftiould have a£led fo dubious or

" fo pufillanimous a part. When we confider the proteftion we have

" given that Rajah, and the long and uninterrupted tranquillity his

Their well- k country has enjoyed by it, we cannot but feel the ftrongeft refent-

fcntment <« ment at his conduct. Our further fentiments on this fubje£V,
againfl him.

" and powers of adding therein, are entrufted to the Sele£t Comt-

" mitteet-"

Tenor of the Thofe powers were accordingly addrefled to the Seled Committee,

in the following words :
" It appears moft unreafonable to us, that

*' the Rajah of Tanjore fliould hold poflefTion of the moft fruitful

" part of the country, which can alone fupply our army with fub-

'' fidcnce, and not contribute to the defence of the Carnatic. We
" obferve the Nabob makes very earneft reprefcntations to you on

" this fubjed, in his letter entered in the book of Country Corre-

" fpondence ; wherein he takes notice, that the Zemindars of the

" Carnatic have been fupportcd and their countries preferved to them

'* by the operations of our forces, employed in his caufe, and that

" nothing was more notorious, than that three former princes of

" the Carnatic had received from the Tanjore Rajah feventy, eighty,

" nay, even one hundred lacks of rupees at a time ; that to the pre-

" ceding Nizam he had paid a contribution of fifty lacks ; and the

" prefcnt, if he had met with fuccefs againft our army, would not

• When attacked, in September 1767, by f Direflors to Governor and Council, March

llii united foiccs of the Nizam and I lyder Ali. 17th, 1765. India-Houfe.

5 " have

orders.
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" have been content with lefs than a crore* of rupees from the Ra- CHAP.
" jah. How juft then does it appear, that he fhould be made to u—v^—

#

" bear fome pan of the expence of thofe meafures, to which he
" owes his fecurity and the peace of his country ! We, therefore,

*' enjoin you to give the Nabob fuch fiipport in his pretenfions on
*' the Rajah of Tanjore, as may be efFedual ; and if the Rajah re-

" fufes to contribute a juft proportion to the expences of the war,

" you arc then to purfue fuch meafures, as the Nabob may think

" confiftent with the juftice and dignity of his government f."

The fentiments of the Eaft-India Company, with regard to the Their purport

conftitution of Tanjore as well as the condudl of its Rajah, may be
'^"''^' "^

'

'

colledled, from the above letter and orders. It appears, that, though

the treaty of 1762 had limited the annual tribute to four lacks,

the ancient conjlitutional right of the Carnatic to the military fervice

of Tanjore, remained unimpaired J. That the Rajah, having long

evaded that fervice, had at laft induftrioufly given it, in a way, which
'• had been of no manner of ufe." That the Court of Diredors

confidered Tanjore, as a part of the Carnatic, and confequently fub-

jedl, by a certain tenure, to its government. That they judged the

contributions raifed, from former Rajahs, proper precedents for the

prefent Nabob, in the fums he might think juft to demand, as a part

of the expences of a war, during which Tanjore had been protected

from the ravages of invaders. That they feemed to allow, that the

Rajah yvas no more than " a Zemindar of the Carnatic,'' depending

on its government, and deriving from it his protedion ; and that

the Company, as allies to the Nabob, were not only juftified, but

even bound " to purfue fuch meafures, as that prince might think

" confiftent with the juftice and dignity of his government," in pu/-

• About a million flerllng. 17th, 1769. India-Houfc.

\ Letter to the Select Committee, March J Mr. Du Prc's Vindication, p. 16.

niiliing
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CHAP. nHhing a vaflTal, who had, neither with arms nor money, contri-

<—v~—/ buted to the general defence.

Reafon<!«hy The Dofitive Orders of the Court of Dire£lors, for calling the
thePrefidtncy r i • i o • j- i

fufpenj.-d the Rajah of Tanjore to account, for his conduct in the war, did not

^hToTZ'r° arrive till autumn 1769, when the feafon was too far advanced, for

carrying them into efFed. But other reafons, befides thofe, which

arofe from the climate, weighed with the Prefidency, when they

refolved to fufpend the execution of the orders, till a more proper

opportunity fliould prefent itfelf. The ravages of Hyder Ali, the

vigour with which he had carried on the late war, the earneft if not

commanding manner, with which he had infifted, that the Rajah

Ihould be comprehended in the peace, the animofity, which he had

exhibited on every occafion, againfl; the Nabob, rendered it highly

probable, that he would not remain a tame fpedator, fliould an ex-

pedition againfl: Tanjore take place *. Though he was engaged in

difputes with Nizam Ali and the Marattas, he might be induced to

compromife matters, with both thofe powers, and turn his arms

againft the Carnatic, which he had refolved, it was believed, on all

occafions to diftrefs-f. Thefe were the oftenfible motives, which

prevented the Prefidency from carrying " the commands of their

They declare " maftcrs into execution;" for they declared, " that the Rajah cer-

defemdchafl " tainly defcrved chaftifement ; and not only for the fupply of mo-
tiement,

^^ ^^^ and provifions, with which he had furnifhed the enemy, in-

*• ftead of afTifting the Nabob and the^Englifti, but for fince delay-

for delaying <« jng the payment of the peifhcuifli, fettled by the treaty of 1762,
the payment

. i r- t i ^ 4- u t'l- i n.
of ihe tribute. " which had become due in the month or July 1709 %. 1 ms lalt

he had done ** under the pretence of poverty, and foliciting to have

" the whole remitted, in confideration of the expence of the troops

* Rous's Appendix, No. XXV. p. 939. f Ibid. J Ibid.

** he
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** he had fent to the affiftance of the Englifh, during the late war j
c ii a p.

V 1,

*' and which gave the Englifh no affiftance §." <_ — ->

They affirmed, at the fame time, that had no conftitutional de- nefsofhis^'

pendence in the Rajah, no acknovvledeed fuperiority in the Nabob con"'b"t'"?
^ ' o t J totheexpence

exifted, it was "undoubtedly moft reafcnable, that Tanjore fhould of the war,

deduced from
** bear a part of the charge of repelling the invaders of the Carna- various argu-

" tic, by which it was furrounded on all fides '. That this prin-

'* ciple, even if it had not been eftablifhed, by any particular

" compadl, treaty, or agreement, was clear and determinate, as

" refulting from equity and the natural rights of governments.

'* That it was certainly contrary to found policy in the Carnatic to

*' fuffer the exiftence of fuch a ftate. That, if the Nabob poflcflTed'

** the whole power of the Carnatic, it would be good policy ia

*' him, and confiftent with the principles of the Hindoftan govern-

*' ments, to reduce Tanjore to the fame terms of obedience and

" control, to which other Rajahs had been reduced ; and that it

*' would be equally good policy in the Company to do the fame,

** had they poffeffed the whole power of the Carnatic-)-." That

the impropriety and inconvenience of fuch a ftate fubfifting, in the

heart of the province, had been evident from the Rajah's con-

duit, in the war with Hyder Ali ; and that this conduft might

have furnifhed the Prefidency, with a juft plea for calling him to

an account, had not the ftate of the neighbouring powers rendered

an expedition againft his capital, dangerous in the execution and

uncertain in the event X-

Whilft the Prefidency were arguing thus, at Madras, intelligence The Court of

of the peace with Hyder Ali arrived In England. The letters of racr-d .u the

the Court of Diredors are full of indignation at a treaty, which,
i-Jy^er^^'ij,

they faid, could be only juftificd by neceffity. After accufing the

§ Rous's Appendix, No. XXV. p. 939. t'
'l"''.

• Ibid. p. 938. i Ibid.

6 Prefidency



,68 HISTORY AND MANAGEMENT OF

Prefidency of having mifieprcfented the Nabob, on account of his

difapproving of a peace, in which he is not fo much as once

named §, they recapitulated fome inftances of their unjuftifiable

condudl to that prince, during the war. They reprimanded them,

for " having pompoufly appointed him Phoufdar of Myfore ;"

and for accufing him, on account of his accepting that nugatory

gift, " of an infatiable defire of extending his dominions ||." They

infmuated, that by following their advice, •' he found himfelf re-

duced, difappointed, and almoft defpifed," yet that they " blamed

him for want of temper *." Having repeated fome paffages in their

feveral dilpatches, they endeavoured to condemn them on their own

"evidence. They accu fed them of irrefolutlon as men, difability as

negociators, weaknefs and deficiency as politicians. They affirm-

ed, that though they had rafhly dared to roufe the jealoufy of the

country powers, they had not difcovered, on trying occafions, the

becoming firmnefs neceflary to fupport the dignity of the Englifli

name; and that by their feeble conduit in war, and their pufilla-

nimity in fubmitting to a treaty dictated by an enemy, " they had

*' laid a foundation for the natives of Hindoftan to think they may
*' infult the Company at pleafure, with impunity f.*'

Full of indig- Proceeding from this general cenfure, they dwelt with particular

RajahofTan- fcvcrity on the article in the treaty with Hyder, which compre-
jore's being

bended, at the recommendation, or rather at the command, of that
comprehend- " »

ed in the chief, the Rajah of Taniore. " Had you indeed obtained," fay the
treaty.

'
. - . .

Diredors, " from the Rajah of Tanjore the horfe and affiftance

*' you folicited ; had he thereby drawn upon himfelf the refent-

" ment of the enemy; had it been difficult, on the Rajah's account,

*' to have appeafed Hyder, there might have been fome merit, in

" procuring the Rajah fafe terms, liut we do not conceive that

5 Rous's Appendix, No, XX. p, 534, * Ibid.

II
Ibid. p. 532. t 'bid. p. 533.

" Hyder
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*' Hyder has difcovered fo much want of penetration, in his tranf- CHAP.
" adions with you, as to warrant a iuppofition, that he could < ,— J
" himfclf be impoled upon by fuch an artifice; and his tvarm at-

*' tachmeiit to the Rajah of Tanjore, manifefled by ftrenuoufly infifl-

'' ing he fhould be included in the treaty, could fcarcely be un-

" known to that prince. What their fentiments muft be of perfons,

" whom they had reduced to the neceffity of pradtifing arts of this

** nature, it is not difficult to determine.—We cannot difcern any
" advantage gained, by this extraordinary effort of your fkill ia

" negociation, which you make matter of fo much merit. The
" plain fa(fl is, that the Rajah of Tanjore, who, as tributary to the

^ Nabob, ought to have furniflied his quota towards carrying on
*' the war, which he has not done, is ftill flyled by you, a friend

** to the Carnatic ; and by Hyder's adherence to him, for refitfing

*' to affift you, he is, as we conceive, effedually fhcltered by the

" faith of a treaty, from being compellable to contribute a fingle

^ rupee, towards defraying the expence of the war. Our former The pretend-

" orders, therefore, in this refpedy relative to the Rajah of Tan- of in/or" ers"

" jore mn?thQ fiijpe?i(!ed, becaufe they are, by your condud, ren- °^ '^^^"

" dcred utterly impoffible to be carried into execution without com-
•' milling a breach of the treaty you have concluded :):."

The concluding paragraph of the above quotation has been held THnt ftibjea

forth, by the advocates of fadion and party, as a revocation of the
^''*^"'^*'^'

orders of the 17th of March, 1769, relative to the calling the Ra-

jah of Tanjore to account, for his condud in the late war. It ap-

pears, however, by the fubfequent condud of the Court of Di-

redors, that they themfelves did not extend the meaning of their

own words to the pitch, to which they have been fince wound

up, by hirelings or too bufy friends. In the letter of the Prefi-

dency to the Court, dated the 3 lit of January, 1770, they " point-

1 Rous's Apptniix, No. XX. p. 55J.

Z ' edly
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CHAP, it edly declare, that they do not think the treaty with Hyder any

»_—

,

1 " obftacle to the execution of the orders they had received §." That

letter was received in July, juft four months after the pretended

revocation had been difpatcbed to India. Inftead of enforcing the

paragraph, as revoking their orders of the 17th of March 1769,

'* the Diredors never thought proper to take notice of the fubjedl

" diredly or indirectly." The Prefidency, therefore, had every

reafon to confider the paragraph, which is now fet up as a revoca-

tion of the orders of 1769, as the ftrongefl: confirmation and en-

forcement of thofe orders ||. The Court, inftead of doubting of the

propriety of their own orders, exprcfs much difpleafure and difap-

pointment, at the article of the treaty with Hyder, which, as they

conceived, oppofed the execution of thofe orders. The truth is,

the part of the paragraph, which factious writers conftrue into a

revocation, appears to have been merely an effufion of paffion, from

minds chagrined, irritated and enraged, at the manner and terms

of the treaty with Hyder Ali. But this is not the place for finally

difcuffing a fubjedt, which muft be refumed in the order of time.

Supervifors The unfucccfsful war, which had raged, for fome time, on the

rrrriTte the" coaft of Coromandcl, together with mifmanagements in all parts of

affairs of In-
j^jja, had not onlv roufed the attention of the Court of Diredors,

da. '

but turned the eyes of government towards the Eaft. In autumn,

1769, the Directors having appointed three commiflioners, to examine

and fuperintend the affairs of the Company, in all the Prefidencies,

applied to Government, for a fquadron of men of war, " to give coun-

SirjohnLind- *' tenancc to thcir affairs *.'' The commander of this fquadrom was

afiiuadronto Sir John Lindfay, an officer of diflinguifhed merit in his profef-

**" * ' fion ; who received alfo a commiffion from the Company, as their

plenipotentiary to all powers, upon or near the gulph of Perfia ; at

the fame lime, appointing him " commander in chief of all their

4 M. Du Pic'i Vindication, p. 21. ||
Ibid. • Rous'e Appendix, No. XX. p. ^31.

^ *' fhips,
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*' fliips, frigates, and armed veflels, in and through all parts of C ii A P.

" India f." The commiffioners, appointed for fuperintending and . —.- j

managing affairs, throughout India, were Meffieurs Vanfittart,

Scrafton, and Forde, men of character and experience, whofe me-

lancholy fate is ftill recent in every one's mind.

Sir John Lindfay was inverted with ftill higher powers, than thofe ^'« '^ *p*

.
po-nted his

conferred by the Company. He was appointed by a commifTion Majeiiy's

under the great feal, his Majefty's Minifter, with plenipotentiary tia^y w in-

powers, to Indian princes in general ; but more particularly to the ""P^"^"*'

Nabob of Arcot, who had become an ally of the crown of Great Bri- 'a^iy to the

tain, by the eleventh article of the treaty of Paris. The managers of

the affairs of the Company at home, as well as their fervants abroad,

had induftrioufly concealed, from that prince, the nature and im-

port of that article for feveral years. The fuccefs, with which this

fecret was preferved, furnifhes an irrefragable proof, that every in-

dividual thought it his own intereft, to keep the Nabob in a ftate

of ignorance of his rights. Though that prince had obtained, at

length, fome knowledge of the nature of the guarantee, which fe-

cured to him the poffeffion of the Carnatic, he had found it alraofl:

impoffible to avail himfelf of that knowledge. The authors of his

grievances were the only channels, through which he could convey

his complaints ; and felf-prefervation effedually prevented them,

from becoming their own accufers. In the beginning of 1769,

fome account of his fufferings had been conveyed to the throne ;

and, before the end of the year, Sir John Lindfay, as plenipoten-

tiary from his Majefty, was on his voyage to India.

On the 26th of July 1770, Sir John, after having remained He arrives at

fome months at Bombay, arrived at Fort St. George :j;. Having

laid his commiffion before the Nabob, he opened to that prince

the objedl: of his embaffy and the nature of his inftrudlions. He

f Rous's App. No. XVil. p, 241. X Sir J. Lindfay to Lord Weymouth, Ofl. 13, »770.

Z 2 affured
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Hi5anuraixcs

in the name of
bis Mijeftv to

the Nibob.

He demar.ds

in the king's

name, an ac-

count of the

Nabob's
grievances.

Nabob's
grateful an-

fvver.

But is afraid

to avail him-

felf o the

prot ft> n of

the Crown.

affured him, that it was his Majefty's firm defign to adhere to a!|

the promifes made by his late royal grandfather, ia his letter

of the 8iftof February 1760 §. That it was his Majefty's per-

manent refolution, like that of the late king, to continue firm to

all his allies, in every part of the world. That the king was

determined to fupport thofe engagements, into which he had en-

tered, by the treaty of Paris, with other European powers, to fe-

cure the Carnatic to the Nabob and his pofterity. That fliould it

appear, upon examination, that the diftrefl'ed fituation of the affairs

of that country, had proceeded from the intrigues of any of his ,.

Majefty's trading fubjefts, the Nabob might depend on the royal

protedtion and friendly affiftance ; when the real ftate of the hard-

Ihips, under which he laboured, fliould be laid at the foot of

the throne. That to enable his Majefty to vindicate his juftice

and good faith to the whole world, he had laid his commands on

the plenipotentiary, to demand in his Majefty's name, a full and

fuccindt account of the Nabob's tranfadions with the Company,

fince the treaty of Paris ; that, upon a full information of all

affairs, his Majefty might have it in his power, not only to rc-^,

drefs paft evils, but to prevent future oppreffions j|.

In anfvver to thefe affurances, the Nabob exprcffed himfelf, in

terms full of gratitude, for fuch diftinguifhed marks of his Majefty's

friendfliip, and the repeated affurances of the royal protection to

him and family. He affured the plenipotentiary, that he could

find no words to exprefs the deep fenfe he had of his Majefty's

goodncfs, in fo feafonably interpofing in his behalf, and offering his

royal affiftance, when he moft ftood in need of fupport *. But not-

withftanding thofe expreffions of gratitude, he was ftll afraid to

j^vail himfelf of the protedion of the Crown againft men, who

might continue to poffefs that power, under the rigour of which

^ Coiinter./igned by Mr. Secretary Pitt.

II
Sir John Lindfay to the Secretdry of State, 0£l. 13, 1770, * Ibid.

he
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lie had already {o much fufFered. To improve his fears, various C H a p.

reports were indultrioufly propagated. Some inlinuated a want of i ^-_;

powers ill t!ie plenipotentiary j others the infufhciency of thofe

powers, had they really exiiled, in oppofition to the charter of the

Company. Jealoufy, difappointment and refentment arofe, at

once, in arms. The Nabob, knowing the fate of other princes, His reafons.

Vvfho had fallen vi£tlms to the difpleafure of the Company, began

to dread, that refentment might induce them to deprive him of his

country, as their fervants had threatened, two years before f. The
example of the Nabobs of Bengal was conftantly prefent to his

eyes, with all- its melancholy circumftances J ; and he fliuddered at

giving ofl'ence to a body of men, whofe infolence, tyranny, rigour

and injuftice he had fo frequently experienced. Difappointed ambi-

tion, and a ftill more hardened and vindictive paffion, difappoint-

ed avarice, were likely to lie in wait, for a proper time, to fatiate

themfclves, with the utmoft exertions of revenge. The fupport

offered was at a great diftance and in itfelf uncertain ; but the ene-

my was near and fure of feizing every opportunity, to wreck their

refentment upon an unfortunate man, who prefumed to appeal

for protedion, from the didates of infolence and the demands

of rapacity.

The event fliewed, that the Nabob's fears were better founded The event

than the hopes of fupport prefented by the plenipotentiary. In a feais weie

government, fubjed to frequent changes of men and confequently
'"^^*

liable to fluduations in opinions, promifes of protedion are, at beft,

but unintentional deceptions, which may lead the credulous into

ruin. This obfervation has adually been verified, in the perfon of

Mahommed AH, Nabob of the Carnatic. The oppreffions of the

Company, the imperious rapacity of its fervants, had forced him to

throw hlmfelf under the protedion of the ftate. The ftatc, in

t Sir John-Lindfay toMr. Wood, 0£l. 13, % Sir John Lindfay to Lord Weymouth,

1770. oa. 13, 1770.

the.
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the mod folemn manner, promifed its [ roteQion ; and, in the

perfon of an ambaflador, vefted by the feal if Great Bri-

tain with every legal power to pledj^e the rmliic faith, af-

fured the Nabob, that it was only necefTary for him to fpecify

his grievances to have them redreffed. He accordingly fpecified

his grievances ; but, after having been amufed during three years,

with the vain parade of an embafTy, he found himfelf, in a much

worfe condition than before. The royal commilTion was recalled,

without having accomplifhed the leaft article of the avowed ob-

je£l, for which it had been granted. The plighted faith of the

Crown was broken ; the credit due to the great feal of one of

the firft ftates in the world was deftroyed, at the requifition of a

body, who had tarnifhed the honour of a free nation, by in-

numerable acSs of tyranny and opprefTion. To this fource may

be traced all the late misfortunes of the Nabob of the Carnatic.

Government, inftead of fulfilling engagements, which every ftatc

holds facred, remanded back the wretched fugitive to the fetters,

from which he had attempted to efcape. The Company enraged

at the PRESUMPTION of his defection, have added revenge to thofe

fordid and unjuftifiable paflions, from which he had already fuf-

fered fo much ; and with a peculiar refinement on cruelty, whilft

they divert him of his rights, they deprive him of his reputation,

the laft comfort of the unfortunate.

HisTcruples The Nabob had fufficient difcernment to forefee a part of thofe
at length •

overcome, misfortunes, which have fince fallen on himfelf and his family, on

account of his having appealed, from the opprcfTions of the Com-
pany, to the jufticc of the Crown. He, therefore, exprelTed the

greateft anxiety about his own perilous filuation, when the plenipo-

tentiary demanded a faithful account of his grievances. But, upon

the plenipotentiary's " promifing, in his Majefly's name, that fhoiild

" it become ncceflary for his protedion, and the fecurity of his fa-

" mily,
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" rally, he would enter into a folemn treaty with him, as foon as he C H a p.

" fhould make the neceflity of fuch a meafure evident *," the Nabob v_

—

^—^
gave a full detail of his tranfadions with the fervants of the Com- potentiary's'

pany, from the year 1760, when he was dignified with the title of an rahifo"^the^

ally by the late king. He juftly confidered, that his being acknow-
^^oj^'foiJ" „

*

ledged the ally of that monarch, had entitled him to the royal pro- "i^""".

te£tion againfl: the injuflice of the fubjedls of Great-Britain, as well

as againft the force of foreign Europeans. This protection had been

pledged in the moft folemn manner; but the Nabob's negleding to

fecure himfelf, by the treaty offered by the plenipotentiary, fruf-

trated, in the event, his hopes of redrefs.

Though the fervants of the Company on the Coafl had, almofl X^^f""""^

uniformly, during the wars with the Nizam and Hyder AH, treated ^^^ """f- fa-

. . .
vour the Na-

the Nabob with contempt and injuitice, the Court of Directors feem bob.

to have refpeded his rights, in the year 1769. In their inflru£tions

to the three commiflTioners, dated the 15th of September 1769, they

enjoined them " to provide effedually for the honour and fecurity of

" their faithful ally, Mahommed Ali, Nabob of Arcot.'' They inghimtothe

.... . .
lupervifors.

blamed the Prefidency, for their injuflice to that prince j and ftigma-

tized their conduft, as a moft '* flagrant breach of their repeated or-

*' ders." They declared their forrow to find, that the imprudent

and impolitic fchemes of the Prefidency had eventually increafed the

debts of the Nabob, and accumulated his diftrefs. " When we re-

*' fiedt (continued the Court of Dircdors) on the long experience we
" have had of Mahommed Ali's faithful attachment to the Englilh

" Company, we are furprifed at the idea entertained by the Governor
,

r-" and Council, in their letters of the 8th March and 27th June

•'
1 768, to reduce him to a mere nominal Nabob -f. The fandion of

*' the

• Sir John Lindfay to Lord Weymouth, " wiih Hyder increafing, and as the appear-

Odl. 13th, 1770. " ance of troubles in Bengal forbade them to

j- «' To complete the whole, as the Com- " hope for .Tflilbnce from that quarter, as they

" pany's fervants found the expence of the war " probably had then a profpeifl of making peace

• with

Their indruC"

tions concern-
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" the treaty of Paris, by which treaty public faith became the

*' guarantee of the Nabob's title, will be of little ufe to him, if no-

" torious infringements of the rights and powers ufually inherent

*' in, and dependent on, fuch title, fhould be by us countenanced

" and permitted to take place. More efpecially as, perhaps, we
" might thereby involve ourfelves in the very difagreeable neceflity

" of anfwering, at fome future period, for the infraSlion of a pub-

" lie treaty and the confequences thereof j:." Unfortunately for the

Nabob, the commiflioners deftined to carry thefe inftru(ftions into

execution, never arrived in India.

RajahofTan- Though the Prefidency at Fort St. George had afFeded to compre-

toHyder, hend the Rajah of Tanjore, in the treaty of the 3d of April, as

their friend, he was no flranger to the circumftance, that he owed

that favour to Hyder Ali. A principle of gratitude to that chief,

or rather a fixed averfion to the Nabob and his allies, the Englifh,

had thrown him entirely into the intereft of Hyder, with whom he

correffonds. camed On an uninterrupted and rriendly correipondence §. Ue-

, ,
pending on his aid, or following: his advice, he not only evaded the

He evades the ^ <=• <=> J

pnymentof payment of the peiflicufli fettled, by the treaty of 1762, but even

peremptorily demanded fourteen lacks of rupees
||
from the Nabob,

as the expences of the troops, which he had fent to the afliftance of

the Englifh in February 1768, but which he had withdrawn, before

they had been of " any manner of ufe *."

•' with Hyder, or little hopes of ronquering " to be confidered or douSted of." S'r John
" hi5 coni.try, ihcy rcfolveJ to (ake tlic C.ir- Lindfjy to the Secretary of Siatc, 21II J.i.iUtry

" natic inio then own hand, as theonly iiuans 1771.
*' of paying the expencc of the war, which J Infttuflions to the Commiflioners, Sept.

" they had undertaken coniiary to the advice ijih, 1769.
" of the prince of thr c untry ; to leave the § Letter from Seletl Comtnittee, Sept. 29th,

•' Nabob, thouph inclu.ltd in the treaty of P,:- 1770.
" ri', and an ack'.owlcdged ally by their lb-

|| I 75,000 1. Rous's Appendix, No. XXI.
" vereign "

.. nimc only, " without a country, p. 564.
•' This,'' thfv fiy, "may look like violence, • General letter, March 17th, I7'>9.

•' but the meafute is necelTary, and not a thing

4 Though
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Though the Rajah feems to have been fincere In his attachment to C H A p.

Hyder, that crafty chief wifhed to command more decifively the ^— »

I r •^ t • • i-r-1 n '^^ common
councils of his weak, verlatile and vicious ally. That profligate pimp his chief

tavcunte.
young man, being deftitute of every dignity of mind, was always

fond of the Company, and was confcquenlly led, by the advice of

men of the loweft cads and mod fervile profeffions. Gilbiliapah, a

Barrawar, an office fimilar to that of a pimp in a common bro-

thel, but if pofTible of lefs dignity, was firft his favourite and after-

wards his minifter *. In the beginning of the year 1770, one HufTan f^* '"^'^'" *

° ° ... common fidi-

Khan Soor, a fellow who had ufed to get his living at Putcotah, by trman his mi-

catching fifli t» having recommended himfelf to the Rajah, by playing

on a mufical inftrument, was placed by him, in the chief management

of the affairs of government. Mona-ji, who had ferved his family fo

long, was not only difplaced, but confined ; and even a plot for affaffi-

nating him, in his own houfe, was formed j:. The new minifter, who

feems to have been a Mahommedan, proved fo ungrateful to a foolifli

mafter, who had raifed him from the duft, that he is faid to have de-

vifed a fcheme for placing the fort of Tanjore, in the hands of Hyder fchcme 10

Ali 'S. Tulia-ii, who was as inconftant in his favours, as he was ver- 8'^'f^T'*"J°'*

fatile in his politics, became foon tired of the fiflierman, and difmifled

him from the office of minifter |[. But no change of fervants

wrought any favourable alteration in the mind of the Rajah. In

the month of July 1770, he was in arrear, for the ftipulated tri-

bute ; and he continued his intrigues and correfpondence with Hyder

Ali, throughout the remaining part of the year ^.

In December 1770, the defigns of the Rajah to difturb the repofe Rajah's de-

of the Carnatic, began to be difcovered by intelligence received, from vered.

various quarters, by the Prefidency, as well as by the Nabob. A

* The Authnr of the Defence of Lore] Pi. f Roui's Appendix, No. XXII, p. 636, 637,

not cxpoles hi$ Jeif, in niai<ing a Barawar, a J Ihid. p. 637.

charafter of dignity. That vile appellation is § IbiJ.

too coaife to be even pronounced, by any Indian,
||

Ibid.

poffeiTed of delicacy. fl Ibid. p. 569, 570.

A a vackecl
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CHAP, vackeel from Hyder Ali to the Rajah of Tanjore, was flopped,

L—v-1— with his retinue at the fort of Caroor*, under the jurifdiaion of

Tritchinopoly, till orders fhould be received concerning hina, from the

KecoTe- N^bob and the Prefidency. An intcrcourfe of letters had paffed,

the Marattas. between Tulja-ji and Madaverow the chief of the Marattasf ; and

the hoUile preparations, which were made throughout the territory

of Tanjore, feemed to place it, beyond a doubt, that fomething

more, than mere ceremony, was the foundation of the Rajah's cor-

'

He attacks rcfpondence, with foreign powers. On the 2d of February 177/,

the Rajah marched from Tanjore with an army, with the profefTcd

intention of proceeding againft the country of the Marawar ij!.

hil country." That country extends, along the bay of Bengal, from the bor-

ders of Tanjore to point Ramcn, the nearefl part of the conti-

nent to the ifland of Ceylon, from which that point is feparatcd, by

a {hallow and narrow channel. The fea, ftretchmg to the weft from

point Ramen, borders the country to the fouth ; and an ideal line

divides it, on the weft, from the province of Madura, to whofe

Mai'ii^a'"
Rajah the Vlarawar was tributary §, before the Carnatic fell into the

hands of the Mahommedans. Madura itfelf, with all its vaflTals,

andTritchi- depended on the province of Tritchinopoly, when the latter was

reduced by the Moguls ; and confequently its tributaries, under

their ancient tenures, were transferred to the conquerors ||. The

Marawar himlelf acknowledged his dependence, and was ob-

liged to furnifli " his quota of troops to the government of Trit-

*' chinopoly, in time of war and danger H '' The country, pro-
Greater and

• r 1 r • • •

lefler Mara- pcrly called that oi the Marawar, was itfelf divided into two go-

vernments, the moft extenfive of which was fubjedt to a chief called

• Rous's Appendix, No. XXII. p. 569, pendence of Mjrava, or the country of the

cjo. Marawar. We find, by the letters of the le-

•f
Ibid. p. cfig. fuits who travelled in Marava in 1709, ihat ic

t Ibid. p. ^70. had from all antiquity been fubjecl to the go-

§ Jc(uit» I 'tter'.vol. ii. The Prcfidentand vcrnmcnt of Madura.

Counc'l of lort St. Geoige do not a|'pcar to
||
R lus's Appendix, No. XXI. p. 581,

have been well informed concerning the dc- V Ibid. No. XXII. p. 672, 680. C82.

the

war.
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the Polygar of Satputty *, or the Great Marawar ; the latter was ^ ^^^
''•

known, by the name of the territories of the Polygar of Nellah- * v-—

^

cottah, commonly, but corruptedly, fliled Nalcooty.

The pretenfions, by which the Rajah juftified his hoftilities, againfl Rajah's pre-
^ .... lenllons.

the Marawar, were founded upon prior tranfadtions, which require

to be explained. In the year 1716, fome difputes arifing between

the Rajah of Tanjore and the Marawar, the former invaded the ter-

ritories of the latter ; who, though he was aflifted by his fuperior,

the Rajah of Tritchinopoly, was defeated, and loft a part of his

country to the vidor f . Sadatulla Chan, then Nabob of the Car-

natic, being the lawful fuperior of both the contending parties,

having interfered, transferred their difputes into his Divan, who

fettled them under certain reftridions, with regard to the countries

feized by the Rajah of Tanjore J. Upon the death of the Marawar,

in the year 1725, his fucceffor was difplaced, by a relation, aided

by the arms of Tanjore. Another pretender arifing was aflifted, in

the fame manner, by the Tanjorines ; but, after he got pofleflion of.

the government, he proved ungrateful to his benefadors, and having

defeated them, in the field, expelled them from the countries, which

they had feized in 1716 §. In the time of Pretaupa Sing, his gene-

ral, Mona-ji, retook the ceded territories; but the Marawar repof-

fefled himfelf of thofe territories, in the year 1764, when the Na-

bob and Englifh were engaged in the fiege of Madura
Ij.

It was to

recover what his father had loft, that Tulja-ji took the field, with

a rabble rather than an army, confifting of fixty-four thoufand

men <([. He was joined on his march by fome topilfes and artillery-

* Rr-us's Appendix, N.->. XXH p. 590.

+ Ibid. No. XXU. p. 680.

t Ibi.). p. 63 1.

^ Ibid.
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1771.
Hi ravages

the country

aiiJ bcfieges

the capital.

Which is de-

fended with

firmnefs.

A compro-
mife.

Rajah extort!

mDncy and

territory from

the Leffir

Mjratvar.

men, from the fettlement of Negapatam §, the Dutch being offended

with the Marawar for diflurbing their pearl-fiQiery on the coafl:|!.

They were to have been gratified for their affiftance, with fome

diflrids along the fhore if.

The Tanjorines, having taken the barrier of Mooderwauly, in

the firft week of February*, entered the territories of the Marawar,

ravaged the open country, took almoft every place of ftrength, and

fat down before Ramnadaporam, the capital, before the end of the

month
"f. The Marawar himfelf being a minor, the management of

affairs was in the hands of his mother, the widow of the late Mara-

war, a woman of a mafculine fpirit. To prevent herfelf and her

fon from falling into the hands of the Rajah, flie kept a quantity

of powder near their apartments, to which flae had refolved to fet

fire, fhould they happen to be driven to the laft extremity IT.

The vigorous defence of Ramnadaporam, at length, induced the

Rajah to llften to terms, a few days after he had opened his batteries.

The conditions were, that the Marawar fhould give alack of rupees

in ready money, two elephants, two pieces of cannon, fome jewels,

and other things of value. That he fhould cede to the Rajah the

countries he had lately taken by force ; and deliver the fort and

diftrid of Armogan, for the rcfidence of a perfon of the blood of the

Marawar, whofe pretenfions the Rajah had engaged to fupport^.

" Having^wz/Z't'^the bufinefs of theGreater-Marawar**," to ufe the

expreffion of the Rajah, that of the Leffer-Marawar or Nalcooty

only remained, which he refolved alfo to finifh §§. Having effeded

his mode of fettlement, by extorting money, territories and things

§ Rous'] Appendix, No. XXI. p.

II
Ibid. p. 573.

t Ibid. p. 574.
• Ibid. p. 576.

t Ibid. p. 594.

572- H Ibid.

4- ibid. p. 60$.
•• Ibid. p. C09..

(,(j Ibid.

of
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of value from Nalcooty, he returned to Tanjore ; but kept his army ^ ^^|^ P-

in readinefs to take the field f. » v——

»

Thoue-h the Marawar was almofl: as faithlefs a vaflal, as the Rajah ^, '77''
'=' ' -^ The Marawar

of Tanjore, to the Nabob, he did not fail to apply very early for -ippiits for
-*

.

'

. . .
afiillaiice to

the aflTiftance of that Prince, againft the invader of his country, the Nabob.

The Lefler Marawar or Polygar of Nalcooty, knowing that he was SodoesNal-

. .... cooty.

deftined to be the next vidim, was equally prefling in his folicitations

for the fupport of his fuperior. Both owned their dependence and Both own
their de-

fubmifTion as fubjeds of the Carnatic*; they foothed, flattered, en- pendence.

treated, and promifed ].. The Nabob, as the power of the fword was

in other hands, could only fend remonftrances to the Prefidency. Dur-

ing the military progrefs of Tulja-ji, which continued only fix

weeks, he wrote twenty-two requifitions; but the government of Nabob makes

T- o /-> -1 • Ml 1
twenty-two

rort bt. Ueorge were, either too cautious or too ill prepared to take requiiitions to

the field. Mr. Du-Pre, the Prefident, wrote a letter to the Rajah, dency.^^'

on the 14th of February :{:, exprelfing his furprife at his commenc- Whowritcto

ing hoflilities, without laying the ftate of his difputes with the Ma-
rawar before the fuperior of both, the Nabob of the Carnatic. He
told the Rajah, that he had given him, upon other occafions, his

friendly advice; and that, now, on behalfof the Company, as guaran-

tee of the treaty of 1 762, he was obliged to give it as his opinion, that

the part the Rajah aQ.ed was contrary to that treaty §. The Prefi-

dent added, " When you refled on this, if it be your intention to

•' maintain peace and friendship with the Circar of the Carnatic and'

" the Company, you will, no doubt, immediately recal your troops*

" refrain from the leaft hoftility againft the Marawar, depending

" that juftice will be done, upon enquiry into the circumftances of

«« the cafe II."

f Mr. Du Pre's Vindication, p. 31;. t I''' J- P- y74«
* Roub's Appendix, No. XX[. p. 580, 5S!. § Ibid. p. 575.

586. ii,
ibid.

4. Jbid. paflim..

2 Though
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His inlblent

anltver.

Mis lettfr

confi<lercd as

a defiance.

Though the Rajah received this letter, before he fat down before

Ramnadaporain, about the 20th of February, his anfwer was only

returned on the 25th of March, a coufiderable time after he had

•' fn'i/hed'^ the affairs of the Marawar. Having given feme account

of the origin of his claims on the Greater and Leffer Marawar, to-

gether with injuries which he pretended to have received from the

Polygar Tondiman, he concludes his letter with the following

words, which are moreexpreffiveof his views and refradlory conduit

than any comment that could be jnade :
" You are a protedtor of my

*' government," you fay, " notwithftanding you have not fettled

" a fingle affair belonging to me*. If ! ftay quiet I fhall greatly

" hurt my dignity, wherefore I marched myfelf. If you now ad-

" vife me to defift, what anfwer can I give to itf? In the treaty,

** it was not forbidden to clear the country polTefled by the Mara-

war J, or to undertake an expedition againft the Polygars, who

may ufe compulfions; fince it is fo, it cannot be deemed contrary

to treaty. You write, that if I defift, you will fettle the affairs in

a realonable manner; I continued to fpeak to you, this long

lime, concerning this affair, but you have not fettled itj not-

withftanding, if you now write, that I did not acquaint you before

I began ir, what anfwer can I make to ic § ? I have finijbed the

affairs relating to the Marawar and confirmed him in his bufmefs.

" The affair with Nalcooty remains to be finiflied, which I fliall

" alfo>//7j||."

Though this letter, particularly the fentence with which it con-

cludes, was confidcred by the Sele(Sl Committee^, in the light of a

• Mr. Du Pre had^/zW tlie t'faty of 1762. with tlie French Gnvcrnor of Pondichf rry ;

f Hf had t\o^ Jinijhed ihc bufmefs. and fcnca Vjckecl to ih-- Maratta?, who thrcat-

I
•• The featy related only to matters of eicd at the lime the Ciuia ic wiih iuvafion.

" account." Mr. Du Pre'» Vindication, p, i6. Rous's Appendix, No. XXI. p. 6o9.

^ At the very lime that the Rnjah pave, in a
|| Ibid. p. 609.

manner, the lyedircft to the Unglifh Piefidciit, 4. March 28, 1771.

be coicefpondcd in the mod fiicndly manner

4 defiance,



THE EAST-INDIA COMPANY. 183

defiance*, they were unwilling, for various reafons, to carry things ^ HA p.

to extremities. To a want of ability of taking the field with effedt, ' . 1

they added their fears from foreign powers, efpccially from the Ma- condua of

rattasf- Miftaking the infolence of Tulja-ji for a confidence de-
*^^^^'f^'

rived from the certainty of aid, from the neighbouring dates, they

became irrefolute and indecifive in their councils; if a judgment

may be formed from the pcrufal of their minutes. But there is rea-

foa to fufpe£l, that private animofity, in this cafe, as well as in

affairs of greater intricacy, fuperfeded, or at leaft fufpended, the re-

gard of the Prefidency for the public weal. The confidence which Jealous of the

the Nabob had derived from the fupport of his Majefty's minifter, sir John

had diminiihed their influence at his Durbar; and, from a refent-
^""^^y-

ment, natural to men jealous of power, they were unwilling to in-

volve themfelves in a war for the conjlltutional rights of a govern-

ment, which they had ceafed to controul. An intercourfe of (harp

letters, which had begun between them and the Plenipotentiary

upon his arrival, ftiil continued ; and, as the Nabob feemed to lean

towards the fentiments of the latter, in his correfpondence, frefli fuel

was added to the flame. Their deliberations could not be fuppofed Their refolu-

to partake of any complaifance to the inclinations of that Prince; Tanjorepro-

and we, therefore, muft conclude, that their fubfequent refolutions favour for'^the

againft Tanjore proceeded either from neceffity or a fenfe of juftice»
^*''°''*

and not from any favour for the Nabob J.

Tofled between the expediency and even neceffity of bringing Theirfluflu-

the Rajah to account, for his unjufiifiable condudt, and their own juft^

animofity againft the Nabob, the Prefidency became irrefolute, in-

decifive, and flu£tuating in their councils. On the one fide, a

fenfe of duty and an attention to the public fafety ereded a bul-

wark of fa£ts and arguments, to fupport their refolution ; on the

• Rou$'« Appendix, No. XXII. p. 665. " the Governor and Council; and fecm hutt

}• Ibid- " Itft their arbitrary mandates and praftlces

X
" The Cimpany's fervants really appear " ftiould meet with any chec':, from being made

" to be exceedingly forry, th.it the prince f " known to their country." Sir Robert Har-

" India know their Soverei en is greater than land to the Earl of Rochford, Feb. 26th, 177;;.

Other,
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CHAP, other, animofity and exceffive caution ftept in and levelled all again.

K ,1.^ In deliberating on the fubjed, they brought before them fuch of

rate on the" the Company's orders, as feemed to affe£l what they called " their

Taijoref prefent critical fituation * " The Court of Direaors, in their letter

of the 27th of June, 1770, had ftridly forbidden them " to become

•* parties in any difputes between the powers of India f."- --But the

Rajah of Tanjore was not an independent power, but a feudatory,

orders'ofThe ^ vaflal, who had failed in his duty to the Carnatic, of the peace

reaJrs.°'^^' of which, the Prefidency were the guardians. The Court of Di-

re£lors had declared, in their letter of the 23d of March, in the

fame year, " that they were bound by the treaty of Paris to ac-

*' knowledge, and ftrongly urged by honour and interefl: to fup-

•' port Mahommed Ali as Nabob of the Carnatic. Yet they ftridly

*' forbid their fervants, even in fupport of their ally, to invade the

" dominions of thofe, who defire the friendfhipof the Company, and

*' do not forfeit it, by becoming themfelves the aggressors if."

But the Rajah of Tanjore had not only leagued with their enemies,

but had become " the aggrefTor," by kindling a war in the heart of

the Carnatic, the peace and tranquillity of which they had been or-

dered to defend and vindicate §. The Court of Diredors had, in

their letter of the 17th of March, 1769, given ftrid orders for

bringing the Rajah to account, as a vaflal of the Carnatic, for his

condud duiing the Myforc war; yet in their letter of the 23d

March, 1770, in a fit of paffion with their fervants, on account of

the treaty with Hyder Ali, they feem toy///^;fM^ the execution of their

orders relative to Tanjore. But the Prefidency were of opinion,

that the article of the treaty, which included the Rajah, was fo far

from fecuring him, from being brought to account, for any breach

on the conftitutional rights of his fuperior, that it could not be con-

• Rous's Afpondix, No. XXII. p. C^i). j IbM. p. (60.

t 'bid.
^ lljijf. p, (,(,2,

ftrucd
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ftrued to defend him agalnft animadverfion, for his unjuftlfiable be- ^ ^^ "^ P*

haviour during the war ||.
» ^-—

/

Without having recourfe to the orders of the Court of Diredors, Recapituia-

*' which, however pofitive, as they were made for general purpofes, Rajah's un-

" could never completely embrace the variety of circumftances conduit^

" which might arife "*," the Prefidency fliould have recurred to

the expediency of the meafure, founded upon the conflitutional

rights of the Nabob and the Rajah. It appears that the Rajah's

condudt was not only unjuftifiable, but deferved immediate chaf-

tifement, " becaufe, being himfelf a tributary of the Carnatic, his

*' taking up arms agalnft its dependents, was an act of hoftility

*' againft the government to which he was a vaflalf." That had it Reafons, faa»

even been true, which was by no means the cafe, that the Mara- raen^f"'

war was not dependent on Tritchinopoly, the Rajah was highly re-

prehenfible, in deciding by arms difputes, which ought to have

been fettled, according to ancient cuftom, by the Divan of the

Nabob of the Carnatic J. That, as his lighting the flames of war,

not only without the confent, but contrary to the exprefs orders of •

his fuperior, was an a£t of rebellion, it was the duty of the allies

of that prince to afhft him " in a manner confiftent with thejuftice

*'and dignity of his government §." That independent of their en- His condua

. .
dangerous to

gagements to the Nabob, their own mtereft and the fafety of the the Company.

poffeflions of the Company, depended on the fpeedy reduction of

a man, who was privately conneiSled with the Marattas and Plyder,

and had invited the arms of both to an invafion of the Carnatic.

That, befides his intrigues with the powers of India, he had not His intrigues

only ihewn a manifeft partiality for other European nations, in pre- pean as well

as Indian

powers.

Ij
Mr. Du Pre's Vindication, p. i6. J Rous's Appendix, No. XXI.

* Rous's Appendix, p. 659. § Court of Direflors to the Seleft Commit-
t Prefuient to the Nabob, Feb. 20, 1771. tee, March 17, 1769.

Rous's Appendix.

B b ference
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CHAP.
VI.

He infults

the Englifh.

Juftice, poli-

cy and expe-

dience of

bringing him
to account.

ference to the Englifli, but had obftrudted and difcouraged the com-

merce of the latter ||. That, inftead of adhering to the treaty of

1762, in which he had been fo much favoured, he had refufed or

negledled to pay his tribute, for the laft two years. That, without

any diflimulation on that fubje£t, he infulted the guarantees, who

had folemnly bound theirielves to " aflift the party performing

' againfl the party faiUng to perform," by declaring, " that if the

*' Englifli are inclined to maintain the friendfhip, the tribute may
*' be paid fometime fooner or later *;" plainly making /-6^zr good

behaviour the condition of his performing his own duty. That it

was, as contrary to juftice as to found policy, to permit a power to

exift in the heart of the Carnatic, who, inftead of contributing to

the general defence -f, was ready with his treafure and troops, to

affift invaders |. That, upon the whole, the connection of the

Rajah with the enemies of the Carnatic, his hoftilities againft its

dependents, his flagrant breach of the treaty of 1762 §, his parti-

ality to others in oppofition to the Englifli intereft, his difobedience

to his fuperior, his ingratitude to his protCiSors, his behaviour in

the late war, the danger, if not certainty of his kindling an-

other war, unlefs prevented, rendered it, at once, juft, expedient

and neceffary, to bring him to a fevere account for his con-

dudlU.

II
Rous's Appendix, No. XXII. p. 664,

• Ibid. No. XXI. p. 622.

I Ibid. p. 623,

: Ibid.

*j The tiibute had remained unpaid fince

July nth, 1769. P. 624. 684.

fl
" The Rajah has, l.owevci, given grounds

•' for many pictcnces to treat him with feveri-

•« ty; he has not paid ihe PeiOiCjiib regularly,

" he did not furnilh affillancc in the war ; and

" he did furnirti provifions and paid a fum of

it

" money to Hyder, when he entered the Car-

" natic, in the beginning of 1769." Rous's

Appendix, NckXXII. p. 685.
" The Rajah has broke the peace; he

•' has not even paid the I'eifhcuilh ; he is in

'* every refpefl the aggrcflbr. TLe Nabob is the

" party injured ; and the Prcfidency are bound

" to fee juilice done." Sir John Lindfay to

the Prcfidency, March 20th, 1771. Rous's

Appendix, No. XVII. p. 285.

Though
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Though the Prefidency felt the force of all thofe arguments and ^ ^'^^ p,

fads, they proceeded, with manifeft caution, if not coldnefs, in "—-v '

. . -- ... . „ rri • rr^i Cautious and
their preparations, tor an expedition againlt 1 anjore. 1 he want indeciiive

of military ftores, a deficiency of funds for the other expenccs of Prefidency,

war, the declaration of the Marattas in favour of the Rajah *, real

or fuppofed dangers from Nizam Ali, the attachment of Hyder to

Tulja-ji, the connexion of that Rajah with the French and other

Europeans were the oftenfible reafons, for the inadivity of the

Prefidency. But, it is apparent, that the jealoufy of the Company's proceeds from

fervants of the influence of his Majefty's plenipotentiary with the of the crown.

Nabob, which jealoufy had been inflamed into paffion and even

vindidtivenefs, by an intercourfe of intemperate letters, had been

the chief obftacle to decifive meafures +. The Rajah, afcribing their ^^'i^^ 3^'

quires conn-

ina£tivity to their want of power, acquired confidence, and re- dence.

rnained in the fame ftate of open defiance to the Nabob and his

allies. Having "Jini/hed*^ the bufinefs of the two Marawars, he

returned to his capital, which he prepared for defence ij:. He ad-

vanced a confiderable force, within two ftages of Tritchinopoly. He Prepares for

refolved to take 6000 Marattas into his pay j and as an undoubted

demonftration of his intentions, he detached a body of five hun-

dred chofen horfe, a battalion of Sepoys and two guns, to furprife

and take the Nabob's fecond fon, who, he had heard, was on his

way to Tritchinopoly §.

Notwithftanding the apparent unwillingnefs of the Prefidency to ThePrefiden-

plunge themfelves into a war, in fupport of the rights of the Na-
the Nabob!

bob and their own guarantee of the treaty of 1762, the Rajah's

conduct had become fo glaringly hoftile, that they could no longer

remain inadive fpe(Stators||. They had been frequently folicited in

* Rous's Appendix, No. XXII. p. 679. J Sir John Lindfay to the Secretary of State,

•] Sir John Lindlay to the Secretary of State, June 23, 1771.

June 23, 1771. Vide Remarks on the Na- § Ibid.

bob's Letter of Morch 24, 1771. Rous's Ap- || Rous's Appendix, No. XXU, p. 686.

pendix. No. XXU. p. 682 to 689.

B b 2 vain
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vain by the Nabob ; but, now, they applied to that prince in their

turn*. Mahommed AH, either impreflcd with thofe difficuhie?,

which had fuggefted themfelves to the Prefidency, or, from a doubt

^•!," ""'
. of the expediency of the meafure, or a defpair of the fuccefs of an

willing lo at- r y ' i

tack Ian- expedition againft Tanjore, exprefled his unwillingnefs to accede to

their propofah He informed them, that there were three obftacles

Hisreafons. to the undertaking, which feemed infurmountable. That the Ra-

jah had fent a large fum of money to the French, a thing much in

his power, on account of his wealth. That he had gained Hyder,

by whofe means he hoped to become independent of the Carnatic j

and that he had folicited and obtained the promife of affiftance from

Prefidentex-
^^ie Marattas +. The Prefident, in anfwer to the Nabob's objedions,

plains the ne- '

cenityofthe obfervcd, " that things were now come to fuch a pafs, between the
nicafure.

" Rajah, the Company, and the Nabob, by the great lengths to

** which the former had gone X" that he really believed Tanjore

His reafons. would join any enemy of the Carnatic. That the rcdudlion of a

force fo hoftile was eflcntial to the fafety of the Nabob and to

the interefts of the Company. That an expedition of the na-

ture of that propofed muft ever be attended with rifk, and

might be produQive of an invafion by the Marattas ; but that their

coming, at that time of the year, would be attended with Icfs lofs

and danger, than in the feafon, in which the Nabob had been Co

eager for the expedition. That, as to the French, it was indeed

moft probable, they would join the Rajah, as foon as they were ia

any condition for that purpofe ; but, that this circumftance, inftead

of being an obje£tion to the expedition, was the moft urgent mo-

tive to the undertaking it, before they had acquired the power of

giving efiedlual aid to the enemy. That, as to Hyder, there was

little to be apprehended from that chi«f, confidering the prefent

untoward ftate of his own affairs §.

• June 12, 177 1. Roui'3 App. No. XXU. p. 685. + Ibid. p. 686. $ Ibid. § Ibid,

^ To
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To thefe reafons, the Nabob replied, " that he was under the or- ^ ^"^^.^
^^

" der'' of the Prefidency. But the committee, who had waited upon ^-—^ '

.
Nibob agrees

him, on the occafion, thinking that he wifhed to fhelter the mcafure, to themea-

under that exprcffion, declared that every thing depended, on the

rcfolution he himfelf fhould form. Doubting no longer the fincerity

of their intentions, he begged leave to afk three queftions : Whether
hj, jj^^j.^ ^^j,

the objed of the expedition was merely to chaftife the Rajah ? The f^ns.

recovery of a fum of money, for his contumacy ? Or the abfolute

conqueft of the country? The committee anfwered, That could the

Rajah be brought to the payment of a large fum of money, and to

Submit to fuch regulations, as might remove all future apprehenfions,

it were better than to proceed to abfolute conqueft. But that, as it

was doubtful, whether the Rajah could be brought to fecure terms,

without coming to that extremity, it was neceflary to adapt the pre-

parations for the expedition to that ultimate obje£l. The refult was,

that the Nabob became, for the time, reconciled to the propofals of

the committee, upon their alTuring him, that whatever Aims of mo-

ney might be taken from the Rajah, fhould be applied to the difchargc

of his debts to private creditors, after dedu£l:ing from thofe fums,

the expences of the expedition j'. But after this acquiefcence of the He recurs w

Nabob, he recurred, in the beginning of July, to his former objec- j.aions.

tions. Thefe, however, were again over-ruled, by the eagernefs of

the Prefidency for an expedition, which the infolent condudl and

dangerous intrigues of the Rajah had, now, rendered abfolutcly ne-

cefTary X'

Notwithftanding this fecond acquiefcence to the inclinations of the He prefers

Prefidency, the Nabob's averfion to a military expedition recurred, jiegocia'.ion to

Preferring negociation, to a recourfe to war, it appears, that he pro-

posed to bring about an accommodation, by the means of the Maratta

vackeel §. In a conference with the Prefident, on the 2 2d of July,

\ Rous's Appendix, No. XXII. p. 687 } Ibid. p. 690. § Ibid, p. 6g^,

he
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^
^vf

^* ^^ infinuated his averfion to hoftile mcafures, ftated difficulties, and

"
K ' hinted the expediency of remaining quiet at prefent, and deferring

the expedition to another time ||. In another conference, on the

23d IT, *' he exprefled his difinclination to an immediate expedition,

" chufing rather an accommodation with the Rajah, to be negociated

" by himfelf, without their interpofition ; but defiring, neverthe-

" lefs, their fupport to the meafure *." It appears, that the Seledt

Committee, taking the whole ferioufly to their confideration, had

which is left comc to a refolution to leave the negociation to the Nabob, and to

give him every fupport f.
" By the minutes of the 29th of July it

" alfo appears, that the Nabob had opened his demands to the Tan-

*' jore vackeel ; but that the vackeel declared, he had no powers to

" accommodate the matter ; that finding the negociations at Madras

** might be attended with ruinous delays, he had propofed to fend his
Prcuucncv ^.^

promife to *' cldeft fon to Tritchinopoly, requefl:ing the Prcfidency to fupport
fuppon him. (I

jjjj^^ ^,|^j^ ^YiQ appearance of refolution, to compel the Rajah, if

*' neceflary, by military force J." On the other hand, the Rajah,

meaning nothing lefs than a reafonable accommodation, " ufed dc-

*' lays, procraftinations, and evafions, in order to wafte the time,

" till the fetting in of the rains, and the rifing of the Monfoon,

*' fhould deprive the Nabob and Englifh of the power of military

** compulfion, for the feafon §.'*

Orders iflued The defigns of the Rajah appeared fo evident to the Prefidency,

that they perceived no probability of his fubmitting to fafe and ho-

nourable terms, without military compulfion 4- Orders were, there-

fore, ifllied to General Smith, on the 30th of July, to prepare the

army aflembled at Tritchinopoly, for taking the field. Thefe orders

mentioned, " that the Nabob had determined to accept terms from

II
Rout's Appendix, No. XXII. p. 694, f Ibid. p. 718, 719.

69J. t 'bid. p. 7^6.

f loid. p. 695, 696. i Ibid. p. 718. 720.

*lbid. p. 726. {Ibid, jp.jii.

*'the

i
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*' the Rajah ;" but the Prefidency, at the fame time, declared that

" it was highly probable, the Rajah would never comply with fuch

** terms, as fhould be deemed fafe, honourable and fufficient, unlefs

*' compelled by force of arms |1." Under the fuppofition, that

matters might proceed to an abfolute conquefl: of Tanjore, they made

prior arrangements for that event. Upon the requifition of the Na-

bob, they agreed to place the country and capital in his hands ; in

the fame manner, as the Company had done, on former occafions,

with refpedl to the forts and territories of other Zemindars, who had

been reduced, on account of actual rebellion againft the government

of the Carnatic, or for withholding the cuftomary tribute IT.

In return, the Nabob promifed to pay to the Company a free gift of

ten lacks of pagodas f, with a donation to the troops, in compenfa-

tion for the plunder, fhould the place be taken by ftorm. But he

refufed to receive a garrifon of the Company's troops, as a matter

of rights into the fort ; though he declared, " that whenever there

*' fhould be occafion, he fhould defire and folicit the Prefidency to

garrifon the place $, in the fame manner as Tritchinopoly and Ve-

lore *."

Men,

«

Eventual ar-

rangements,

in cafe ofwar.

Subfiance ofMr. Du Prl'i Vindication, l^c.

The motives to the expedition of 1771 were

partly in obedience to particular orders; partly

to fulfil the guarantee of the treaty of 1762;

but chiefly from jull apprehenfions that the ge-

neral peace of the Carnatic, and even the im-

mediate podeflions of the Nabob ind Company

would be endangered, fliould not the power of

the R;ijih of Tanjore be checked.

The temporizing and deceitful condufl of

the Rajah, in the Myfore war, had excited the

refentnient of the Court of Direflors. This

they exprefs in very pointed termf, in their

letters to Madras, of the 17th of March 1769,

In the 7th paragraph of that to the Sclcft

Committee, after animadverting fevcrely on the

conduft of the Rajah, for not contributing to

II
Rous's Appendix, No. XXII. p. 722.

^ Ibid. p. 727.

•|- 4oo,eoo 1.

X Rous's Appendix, No. XXII. p. 77.7.

• In addition to the fadls and arguments, in

the preceding pages, it is thought proper to

throw into a note the Substance of Mr. Du
Pre's Vindication of the Expedition of 1771.

Though that gentleman's reafor.inps are not fo

forcibly exprelfed, in the following abilratt, as

in his own work, fome advantage may be de-

rived from their being compendioufly coUefled

into one point of view. Whoever will be at

the trouble of reading the enormous volumes

publilhed by the Court of Dircdlors, in their

own defence, will readily allow, that Mr. Du
Pre is, at leaft, an impartial authority, in

whatever regards the interells of the Nabob of the defence of the Carnatic, which he ought to

Aicot. have done as a tributary, they enjoin them to

give
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Thewlulc ar-

gument dat-

ed, relative to

the pTCtcn-

fioiis of the

Company to

the (iifpofalof

Tanjorc.

Men, who neither underftood the conftitution of the Carnatic, nor

the peculiar fuuation of the Prefidency, have fligmatifed thefe terms

with

give the Nabob fuch fupport in his pretenfions

on the Rajah, as he might think confilknt

wiih the jullice and dignity of his govern-

ment.

Thefe orders \\i.\c pofiiive. But before the

Committee had taken any nicafiire? in ccn^c-

quence of them, ihey had the mortification to

lind that the indignation of the Court of Direc-

torf, fo lately exprcflcd againft the R^jah of

Tanjore, was transferred to themfelvcs. In

the treaty with Hyder Ali, at the clofe of the

Myfore war, the Prefident and Council of Ma-
dras had, for political rcafons, included the Ra-

jah, on the part of the Carnatic, though his

conduft dcfer\ed no attention to his interell.

I'roin their milUking the nature and extent of

this tranfadion, it was condemned by the Court

of Direftors, in ttrins full of acrimony and re-

proach. In their letter to the Prefident and

Council, of March 23, 1770, after fome far-

caftic obfervalions on the (kill of their fervaiits

in negotiation, they fay, tliat the King of Tan-
jorc, who, as tributary to the Nabob, oujht to

have furnilhed his quota towards carrying on

the war, is ifFcflually flicltered by the faith of

a treaty from being compellable to contribute a

fingle lupee; and that, therefore, their former

orders, relative to the King of Tanjore, were

neceflatily fufpended, as being rendered utterly

impoflible to be carried into execution.

The chagrin rather than the conviftion of the

Direflors, relative to the confequences of the

treaty with Hyder, is evident. The Prefidency,

in their own vindication, wrote their fcntiments

very fully in their letter of January 31, 1770.

They explained the motives of the war and

peace with Hyder, and declared it as their opi-

nion, that the llipulation with refpeft to the

Kajah could neither be .in obftacle to the exe-

cution of the orders of the 17th of March 1769,
nor (helter him from any conllituiional claims of

the Nabob for military ferviceor otherwife.

1 he fame fcntiments were repeated at differ-

ent timce. If, therefore, the Court thought

them Inadmiflible, they ought to have fignified

their difapprobation, and thereby have prevent-

ed the execution of orders which appeared to

them inconfiftent with the treaty. So far from

that, however, they took no further notice of

the matter. The Prefidency, therefore, thought

themfelves warranted, from the filencc of the

Company, to confider the orders of 176933
fiill fl.uiding in force, whenever the fitualion

of affairs fliould demand their execution. They
accordingly mentioned them in their difpatches

of the 20th of July 1771,35 one reafon, among
others, for calling the Rajah to account.

Thofe difpatches were received in England in

January 1772 ; and the Court of Direflors ap-

proved of the conduit of their fervants to that

period.

From thefe circumftances, it is fubmitttd,

whether the Prefidency had not reafon to un-

derftand the filence of th? Court of Direflors

as an acquiefcence in their explanations on that

fubjeft ; and whether thev judged amifs in con-

fidering the angry par-iyraph, which is now fet

up as a revocation of the orders of 1 769, to be

rather a motive for ihcir enforcement. The
Court fignify much diipleafure with their fer-

vants for a certain article in their tieaty with

Hyder; but what they fay is eviilcnlly more
cxprelTive of [hewfears led that aiticle (hould

prove an obllacic to the execution of their for-

mer orders, thjn of a luijh that thofe orders

(hculd be fufpended. Were one permitted to

hazard a conjeflure, ii might be fuppcfcd that

there was not an intention io/u/ptnd, much lefs

to rtvcke, thofe orders, until the ntiu arrange-

ments for reltorirg the Rajah in 1775 render-

ed a difapprobation of old meafuics nece/Tary.

With what colour of jullice, therefore, can

the Court of Direflors pafs fo fevere a cenfure

upon iheir fervants as to t<rll them th.it, in the

expedition of 1
7- 1, they had departed from the

letter and fjiirit of the Company's orders? If

the duplicity of the R.-.jah's condufl in the My,
fore war appeared to the Company in fuch a

light, as to warrant the dccifive orders which
they
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with the name of concefTions, and, as fuch, have afcrlbed them to ^ ^^^^
^•

private and felfifh motives. Thefe ought to have confidered, that as '
'

the

they had given to their fervants in 1769; how

much more forcibly did both the le/ter and

//lirit of thofe orders fpcak, when th« Rajjh

not only refufed to pay to the Nabob the ar-

rears of a tribute llipula:ed by the treaty of

1 762, and for the performance of \\.hich the

Company had made theniftlves the guarantees ;

but when, at the fan:ic time, in defiance of ail

remonllrances, and in diieft violation of the

treaty with Hyder, he became an aggrefTor, and

took up arms againll the dependents of the Car-

natic!

Had the treaty with Hyder ftipulated any

thing in favour of che Rajah which could even

be/kffo/id to impede the execution of the or-

ders ot 1769, his following condufl plainly re-

moved the obHacle. By a breach ol'tne treaty,

he fo-fciied all right to its benefits; and confe-

quently the orders, inftcad of being any longer

doubtful, became inftanily clear and decifne,

and refumed the fame force and vigour as if no

fuch treaty had ever exiiled.

But the I'refidency have no need to appeal to

fuppofit'.ons, and the deduflions arifing fiom

them, in their own vindication. They can

plead the expreft. declaration of the Company

themfelves for the julUce of their proceedings.

The Diredors, in their letter to the Nabob of

March 25, 1772, acknowledge, th4t the ra(h-

nefs of the Rajah in taking up arms againft the

Marawar and Nalcooty would, at all events,

have urged them to unOicath the fword in or-

der to challife him, had the Nabob cnfured the

nectftary refources. VVhen, therefore, the

Nabob did enfure the neceflary refources, the

expedition had their fanflion.

Such was their own fenfe in 1772, of the

pr'n:iple upon which their fervants had pro-

ceeded in J77I. They avow the fpirit of the

Orders of 1769 in its fulled extent. Whatever,

thercfcre, may be now alleged to invalidate

thcfe orders, it is evident that a different mode

of CDnllru£lion ^^-as not adopted till after that

period. But the expedition of 1773 made a

very material change in the flate of the Carna-

tic. That change of circumllances feems to

have fuggefted a change of meafures; and, to

julHfy the nt'ot fylleni, it became neceflary to

condemn the old.

Enough, it is hoped, has been now produced,

both from the records of the Company and their

fervants, to convince the impartial public that

the expedition of 1771 was ftriftly conformable

to the orders of 1769. But there were other

motives, befides an obedience to thofe orders,

which rendered that meafure not only expedient

but even neceflary.

The Rajah of Tanjore refufed to pay the

tribute ftipulated by the treaty of 1762, for

which the Company were refponfible ; he

would not contribute his quota towards the

'charges of the Myfore war; he had rebellioufly

invaded the rights of other fubjeds of the Car-

natic, by force of arms ; and there were the

llrongeft reafons to fufpeft, that he had been

in negociation wiih the Maratta?, Hyder, the

Dutch, Dane?, aud French. Trom all thcfe

circumftances collefled together, the fervants of

the Company thought they faw fufficient caufe,

not only to be upon their guard, but even to

make ufe of compulfivc meafures, Ihould the

refractory condudl of the Rajah continue to

render them neceflary.

They proceeded, however, with deliberation.

Being averfe to a deciCon by arms, if it poiTibly

could be avoided, they firll had recourfe to le-

nient methods. They remonllratcd to him on

the impropriety of his behaviour, and repre-

ftnted the confequences to which it mull ex-

pofe him. They promifed him the protedion

of the Company, as foon as he (hewed that lie

dcferved it; but afiured him, at the fame time,

that a regular payment of the peiihcuirti, and a

ftricl compliance, in all'other refpeds, with the

treaty of 1762, weie the only conditions on

\\ hich he could cither hope to obtain their

friendlhip, or even efcjpe their refentmenr.

But nothing would do. Perfuafion and threats

C c were
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CHAP, ti^e difpute related only to the feudal rights of the Carnatic over

»—v^—' a dependent on its government, the rifque and expence of the war

were to fall on the Nabob ; and that, therefore, by the law of

nations, he was entitled to the reward of vi£tory. That the

Company could only appear, as allies in his caufe, either as gua-

rantees of the treaty of 1762, or as guardians of the peace of the

Carnatic, a charader, which they had uniformly afTumed, ever fince

were equally employed in vain. Tlie Rajah

was not to be moved bytheone, iiurintimidated

by the other. The former he treated either

with contempt or neglefl, and he fecmed to fet

the latter at defiance ; for he fometimes carried

the infolence of his an fivers fo far as to exceed

all bounds of foibearance.

Had the Rajah difcovered any fymptoms of

a conciliatory difpofition, there might have been

hopes of an amicable accommodation. But

his oblliiiate and contemptuous behaviour, not

only precluded every expeflation of that kind,

but naturally gave juft alarm. It feemed

clearly to point out, that he had a dependence

on foreign connections; as it was not to be

fuppoftd that he could rely on his own force

alone agoinft the united power of the Nabob

and the Company. In fuch a fituation, what

were the fervants of the Company to do ? The
fjfety ot the Carnatic was in imminent danger.

The Nabob folicited the affiftance of the Com-

pany, both as their own ally and as the ally of

the Crown. The Company were bound to

proteft his government and rights; and the

fecurity of their own pofieflions added weight

to that obligation. As, therefore, no hopes of

an accommodation were left, there remained

no other alternative, but to reduce the power

of the Rajah to fuch a degree as to be no

longer dangerous.

Compelled by thefeconfiderations, the Com.

mittec, at length, yielded to the Nabob's foli-

citations. He agreed to bear the expcnccs of

the war ; and they, as auxiliaries, gave him the

afliltance (jf the Company's troops, to fupport

the demands of his cidell fon, who was fent to

Tritchinopoly, with powers to propofe terms to

the Raj.ih. He remained obftlnate. His ca-

pital was befieged ; but, when the breach be-

came almoft pradlicable, he fubmitted to the

Nabob's propofitions, and the army returned to

Tritchinopoly.

It was eafy to forefee, however, that this

compromife would not be of long duration j at

leaft, on the part of the Rajjh. Accordingly,

frefh differences foon arifing betneen the Na-

bob and him, a fecond expedition was under-

taken againft him in 1773, which ended in the

total rcdudlion of his country.

In the letter of the Court of Diredlors of the

J2lh of April 1775, both expeditions have been

much cenfured, though the firft was once ap-

proved. But, as the fame principal fervants

were not in office at Fort St. George, at thofe

different periods, it is only to vindicate the ex-

pedition of 1771 that the prcfent obfervations

are fubmitted to the public. Thofe gentle-

men, who are chargeable for the fucceeding

meafures, can, no doubt, ifnecefliiry, fufficiently

anfwer for ihemfelves.

It is therefore to be hoped, that enough has

been faid to vindicate the government of Fort

St. George, on that occaHon. But, fliould any

thing further be wanting, to fatisfy the mind of

the reader, it is fupplied by the Court of Di-

rcdors themfelvcs, in their minute of the i8th

of Auguft 1773; wherein their Chairman, in

their name, complimented the Governor on his

return to England, in very high terms of ap-

probation, for his wife and upright manage-

ment of their affairs; for his gf'od conduiSl to.

wards their ally the Subah of the Carnatic;

and, in particular, for his invariable regard to

their orders in all cafes,

the
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the French power had been annihilated on the coaft. That, as allies,

auxiliaries, or mercenaries, they could acquire no inherent right to any

territory, they might over- run, to no fortrefs, they might fcize. That

the keeping pofleflion of Tanjore, which is a part of the Carnatic,

would have been a dire(£l breach of the treaty of Paris, by which

Mahommed Ali is guaranteed in the entire and exclufive poffeflloa

of that country. That ftiould it be granted, a conceffion which we

are, by no means, inclined to make, that Tanjore was not a part of

the Carnatic, yet, if conquered in a regular and folemn war, it mufl:

have become fuch, as that war was the war of the Nabob, not the war

of his auxiliaries and mercenaries, the Company. That, as the Com-

pany neither were nor could be principals in hoftilities, which might

terminate in the capture of Tanjore, their taking poflfefnon of that

place for themfelves, or for any other than the Nabob, who was the

principal, would have been an ad of private injuftice, if not robbery,

punifhable by the common law of the ftate, of which they are the

fubjeds. That, granting they may have had a right, in fome cafes, to

become principals in war in the Carnatic, they had evidently no fuch

right, in the prefent difpute ; for though the Rajah had broken the

treaty of 1 762, by his refufing to pay, for the laft two years, the ftipu-

lated peiflicuifh, that treaty was not their treaty, and they had no right

to enforce its terms, but upon the exprfefs requifition of the Nabob.

That this requifition could only place the Company, in the light of

allies ; and that, as allies, they had no claim to the difpofal of any

conquefts, made in the war, either by the law of nature or nations.

The Nabob's eldefl: fon, being inverted, by his father, with powers Nabobs eid-

to accommodate matters with Tanjore*, arrived at Tritchinopoly, edsvithpow.

about the 20th of Auguft 1771 f- Preparations, fufficient for tak- nKX"ma"
ing the field, being made, Scid Muckdoom AH, an officer of rank ."^'s^^'il^i^"-
" ° jore.

in the Nabob's fervice, was fent to Tanjore, with letters from the

* Rous's Appendix, No. XXIf. p 724; + Ibid. No XXIV. p. 8.;t.

C c 2 Prefidcnt,
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Ir.folcnce of

the Baraw.ir-

inini'lerof

Tulja-ii.

I-Te tlireatens

to threjh the

Englilh.

Rajah's info-

Jcnie to the

Kng'ilh.

Prefident, from General Smith, and from the Nabob's fon, contain-

ing propofals of accommodation. Tulja-ji, having imprifoned his

general, old Mona-ji, and the Dobeer, who had managed his finances,

had thrown the whole of his affairs, into the hands of Gilbilliapah,

the Barauoar or pimp, whom we have already defcribed. It is

doubtful, whether this vulgar minifter exhibited moft infolence or

folly, in a conference, w-hich he deigned to hold with the bearer of

the joint requifition of the Nabob and the Englidi. Seid Muckdoom

having informed him verbally of the terms, he had been empowered

to propofe, " Gilbilliapah flew into a violent paffion J." " You will

" fee (fays this impertinent Barawar) in what manner /fhall threjl?

'* the Englip^ fo that they will long remember" the corredion of

this hand. " I will order my Sepoys to fire, from the great fmolce

" of which the Englilh f will not be able to fee any thing ; then I

•' will fall upon them with my horfe ; the duft kicked up by their

*' heels, will get into the eyes of the Englifh, as foon as the fmoke

*' is difperfed *." " This is an excellent fcheme (Seid Muckdoom
" replied), and certainly the true way of threfhing the Englifh §."

The Barawar minifter, ftill continuing his apt allufions, faid, " the

" way to catch birds is to put a piece of wax on their heads, when

" the fun is perpendicular ; which melting the wax, the fame will

" run into the eyes of the birds, and then they may be taken ||."

This wife and modefl minifter having finifhed his conference with

Seid Muckdoom, that officer was fent for by the Rajah ; who ab-

ruptly afked him, why he had come to Tanjore ? " I have brought

" (faid Seid Muckdoom) letters from the Englifh governor, the

" Englifh general, and the eldeft fon of the Nabob." "What have

X Rous's Appendix, No. XXIV. p. 865. JloreJ to the office of minifler, by the Court of

^ Ihic). Diredlors, when they replaced TuIja-ji *' on

• Ibid, " 'he throne of his anceAors ;" yet manages

k Ibid. affairs for his mailer—and theCoMPAnv, bt^

y Ihid. Gilbilliapah was not ollcnfibly r«- hind iht curtain.

3
" I to
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" I to do (replied the Rajah) with the governor ? I do not defire him ^ f^, ^ ''•

" to guarantee t tlie treaty now J." But when he faw the letter > »

from the Nabob's fon, he flew into a violent pafTion, and cxprefTeu Hedcii esnot

himfelf in terms, with refpedl to the Nabob, which feemed fo inde- U"'8"3"n-

cent, that they could not be repeated by Seid Muckdoom. The Ra-

jah's anlwer in writing is marked, with the infolence and folly of

his charadter. He infiftcd that the Nabob, inftead of receiving the His counter-

arrears of tribute, and fatisfadion, for the Rajah's own rebellion and the Nabob,

injuftice, " fhould defray the expenccs of his troops ; and, in fliort, in

" oppofition to each demand, he fet up a like demand of his own *."

He concludes his letter, with faying :
" I, on my part, fent my

" demands in writing, which, I hope, you will take into confidera-

'* tion. I am ready to undertake the fame bufinefs" (that of war)

*' which you come upon at prefent J^."

All hopes of negociation being at an end, General Smith marched, Af^ny

niarclies..

with the army, from Tritchinopoly, about the middle of September.

Having repulfed the Tanjorines, who had attacked him, on his

march, he fat down before the fort of Vellum, which was evacuated y^"""" '^'

ken.

by the enemy, on the 20th of the month IT. On the 23d, the army

encamped before Tanjore
||

; but the batteries againfi: the place were

not opened, till the beginning of Odober §. The French of Pondi-
Q^l^-h'-'flit

cherry and the Dutch at Ncgapatam had both fent Europeans to the ^^^ R^jhij.

afliftance of the Rajah ; and the Dutch, befides, had fupplicd him

with guns and ammunition in abundance **. The fort of Tanjore Tehjitc well

was accommodated with every neceflary, for an obftinate defence
; dXn'ce.

A numerous garrifon, compofed of Arabs and difciplined Sepoys,

plenty of provifions, and an inexhauftible magazine of military

+ Mr. Da Pre, who was governor of Ma- f, Ibid. p. 868.

dras in 1771, had fettled the treaty of 1762. ||
Ibid. No. XXII. p. 788.

X Rous's Appendix, No. XXIV. p. 865. § Ibid. p. 7S9.

» Ibid.
• »•• Ibid. p. 753.

I Ibid. p. 866.

(lores..



,pg HISTORY AND MANAGEMENT OF

ftores. The care and fuccefs, with which Tulja-ji had provided the

means of war, proved, that he had long meditated a revolt ; and

had his foreign allies feconded his hopes, he might, perhaps, as he

afterwards threatened, have " driven the Englifh, not only from

" Tanjore, but from the coaft."

The fiege. During the fiege, in which inftances of fpirit and courage were

exhibited, on both fides, the Rajah, in the ufual manner of the

Eaft, continued to treat for peace, to retard, if poffible, the ope-

rations of war. The feafon was far fpent ; the rains and mon-

foon were near; and fhould thefe fet in, he knew that the enemy

muft break up the fiege, and confequently put an end to treating ;

and another year might procure new allies, or obtain the effedlual

A breach affiftance of old friends. On the 25th day, after the trenches had

been opened, a breach, which was thought pradlcable, was made.

This circumftance induced the Rajah to think ferioufly of a tem-

porary accommodation, to fave his capital. The rains had, now,

fet in, and the Nabob's fon, dreading the confequences of a rcpulfe,

in the alTault, communicated the offers of the Rajah to General

Smith. He, at the fame time, told the General, that if he thought

^ peace con- the fort could be taken, he would delay the negociation ; but the

General fpoke fo undecifively, on that head, that the terms offered

by Tulja-ji were accepted on the 27th of Odober *.

The moll: material conditions of this treaty, which, however, the

Rajah never meant to perform, were thefe : The immediate payment

of eight lacks, being the peifhcuifh of the two preceding years
;

thirty-two lacks, and 50,000 rupees, for the expenccs of the army;

for which diflrids of his country, capable of paying that fum, in

two years, were affigncd. The Rajah agreed, bcfidcs, to cede the

fort of Veilum» to give up his claim to the diftrids of Elangad and

Coiladdy, and to relinquilh the Jaghire diftrid of Arni. He pro-

• Rous's Appendix, No. XXIF. p. 877, 878.

mi fed

ludcd.

The article.'.
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mifed to reftore the lands, money and efFedls, which he had extort-

ed from the greater and leffer Marawar ; to fend troops to the affift-

ance of the Nabob, upon that prince's reqaifition ; to be a friend

to the friends, an enemy to the enemies, of the Carnatic ; to de-

liver up European deferters, to give no protedtion to the run-away

Polygars of Warriarpollam and Arialore. He, alfo, engaged to

permit the trade of the EngHfh Company to extend itfelf through

his whole country ; and to treat their weavers and other depend-

ents with kindnefs -f. The Rajah had fcarcely figned the treaty,

when he began to equivocate about the terms %. But, as the guns

had not yet been drawn from the batteries, difpofitions were made

for recommencing hoftilities ; and a frefli negociation enfued §.

Thus ended the firft expedition againft Tanjore, and the army re-

turned to Tritchinopoly and its environs |1.

When intellieence arrived at Madras of thefe tranfadions, the Prefideney
°

.
offended at

Prefideney expreffed their concern and furprife at the terms of the any fettle-

treaty, as inadequate to their expedations, and, in themfelves, to- ^^queii;

tally infecure. They were fo much convinced of the latter, that '""^^'^.^
|„^fg.

they declared, in their letter of the 7th of November, 177 1, to "re.

General Smith, that it appeared " necelfary, that, in the very com-

t Rous's App. No. XX^V. p. 853, 85^. Countiies acquired, and their eftimated value.

1 Ibid. No. XXV. p. 931. Fort of Vellum, neither diftrid nor revenue.

^ Ibid. ThediftriftofElangadandCoiladdy

[|
The pecuniary advantages gained by the recovered - - - 80,000

treaty were ihefe : The diftrift of Ami - - z.oo.ooo

Two years peilhcuifii recovered 8,00,000 The fort and diftrift of Hanamun-

Intcrell on ditto - - 77,000 t.igoody, taken by the Rajah

IndcmriScation for charges of the from the Marawar, and now

expedition payableintwoyears 3^,50,000 given up to llie Nabob - 2,00,000

Nazir to Nibob's eldell fon - 3,00,000

Ditto to his fecond fon - 1,00,000 P^r «»»B»r, rupees 4,80,000

The jewels, S;C. of the Marawar were of

Rupees 45,27,000 fmall value. Rous's Appendix, No. XXV,

p. 93»»932-

•' meucement
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" mencement of peace they fhould be providing as if they were

" on the eve of a war. They ordered him, therefore, as foon as

" pofTiblc, to tranfmit to the Board a general return of the artillery,

" ammunition and ftores remaining, with their ftate and condition,

" accompanied with an indent of what might be further requifite,

" in cafe it fhould become neceflary to recommence hoftilities
*.'*

They, however, declared that they would, on no account, have

the idea entertained, that they meant to renew the warj for that

they even wiflied to conceal from the public, they were appre-

henfive another expedition agalnft Tanjore might become nccef-

They exprcfs fary f. They CKprefled their diflatisfadlion at the treaty, in ftill

faai'on' to the ftronger terms to the Nabob, in their letter of the 9th of Novem-
^''"^'

ber. " Had the Rajah," they faid, " fubmitted himfelf, and had

*' your Excellency then granted fuch terms, as fhould have been

" thought fafe and honourable to your government and the Com-

" pany, fafe and honourable terms might have been advlfeable.

" But the Rajah has adled a very different part. He fet both your

" government and the Company at defiance, and compelled the

" army 10 lay a regular fiege to his capital. Many lives have been

" loft, and great quantities of ftores have been expended. The

" ficge advanced fucccfsfully, the breach was almoft practicable, and

" the officers and foldiers were in good fpirits. Under thefe cir-

" curaftances, there was every reafon to hope, that the fort might

" foon have been taken ; and then your Excellency might have

" given the law, and fettled the affairs of Tanjore, in a proper

" manner if.."

The Prcfidency expreffed .the fame fentiments, in terms equally

Court of Di- ftrong, in their difpatches to the Court of Diredlors, dated the 28th

of February 1772 §. General Smith, in his letter to the Prcfidency

• Rous's Appendix, No. XXII. p. 799. t Ibid- p. 801, 802.

f Ibid, h Ibid. No. XXV. p. 929, 93c, 931.

of

teHots,
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of the 6th of November, 1771, makes ufe of the following re-

markable expreflions ;
" I have very freely given my fentlments,

" with refpe£t to the Rajah of Tanjore. I urged, that I thought

" no medium could be preferved with him ; but, at the time I did

" fo, I hoped whenever an expedition did take place, that it

" would be with a firm refolution on the part of the Nabob, as

" well as the Board, to reduce him entirely*." The Nabob,

urged by the diicontent of the Prefidency, became highly offended

with his fon, for concluding a peace, when there was fuch a cer-

tain profped of terminating the war, by the taking of Tanjore.

Having; expoflulated with him, in fevere terms, for his condud, he NaboWx-
° *•

' ' poltulates

told him, that he could only afcribe it, to his want of abilities, his with his fon.

facility of difpofitlon, or his having been corrupted by the Rajah
-f".

In ihort, the peace appeared fo infecure in itfelf, fo inadequate to the

claims of the Nabob and the delinquency of the Rajah, that it raifed

a general difcontent among the Englifh as well as the natives. No-
|^tfsfaaion''at'

thing was talked of in the fettlement, nothinc; was read but letters 1"^ ^ ''"^,-

from the army, reprefenting the certainty of their taking Tanjore, had l"« conqueft.

not the peace prevented it ; and every one declared, " that it was

" fhameful thus to flop the progrefs and tarnifh the glory of the

" Britilh arms, in the moment that fortune prefented the laurel J."

Such univerfal difcontcnts at a peace, which faved his capital

and country to Tulja-ji, demonftrate, that he had deferved to have

lofl both, in the opinion of all, who, from their being on the fpot,

were the beft judges of his delinquency §.

• Roas's Appendix-, T'.o. XX! f. p. 804. " kfi lo your dec fion on the fpor. You have

f Ibid. No. XXIV. p. 881. " ceitainly more opportuniiies than ivt of

J loid. No. XXV. p. 930. " coming at the true knowledge of ihe caufes,

§ The Court of Direiflors, in their letter of " the oiigin and tendency of difputef, as

the loth of April, 1770, make ufe of the fol- " on a fudden arifc, iimong the powers of

lowing remarkable word: :
" As 10 what re- " India, as of relations of inten-n in wIiicK

" lates to the N?b -b, and the conduct, which " we ftandto^bcm." Roup's App. No. XV'II.

" you are to hold in the prefent troubles in p. 404.
•' your paits of India, a great deal mull be

D d To
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To the preceding account of the expedition of 1771, it may not

be improper to annex the opinion of Sir Robert Harland, then his-

Harland's ac- Majcfty's Plenipotentiary on the coaft, concerning the condu(Slof the

expedition
* Prefidcncy of Fort St. George. That officer, after blaming their in-

and treaty of
jj£\;ivi);y^ from the month of February to September, proceeds thus,

in his letter to the Earl of Rochford :
" The country of Tanjore

*' was then, as I have been informed, unprepared. The fort was

" unprovided with the means of defence, the Rajah's troops were

" neither formed nor difciplined. On the contrary, the Company's

" fervants poiTeffed plenty of ftores and ammunition j and an army

" lay idle and inactive at Tritchinopoly, within a very fliort march

** of Tanjore*." After fpecifying the unaccountable delays in un-

dertaking the expedition, the Plenipotentiary dates the equally in-

explicable treaty, which terminated the war. " The army was.

" thirty-fix days before Tanjore. The walls were breached, and,

*' difpofitions made for florming the place, when the whole was fet-

*' tied by negociation. The Nabob difavowed his fliare in that ne-

*' gociation. The Governor was diflatisfied. The Nabob's fon, ia

" his letters to his father, which I have read, fays, that it was with
*' the advice, confent, knowledge, and approbation of the general^

" he agreed to terms. The general, denying this charge, con-

•' fiders the whole, as a contrivance between the Nabob and his

" fon |." After ftating the improbability of the Nabob's being

concerned in fruftrating the object of the expedition, Sir Robert

Harland proceeds : " To conclude the whole, when I confider

" every thing, the fituation, the ftrength, the riches of Tanjore,

*' its vicinity to the French at Pondicherry, the uneafinefs of the

*' Rajah at his prefent ftate of dependence, the danger of future

*' inconveniencies, in cafe of his jundlion with the enemies of

* Sir Robert Harland to the Secretary of State, February 15th, 1772.

I. Ibid.

" Great-
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" Great-Britain, it appears very dlflicult to difcover a due attention

" to the interefts either of the Company or nation, through the

" whole of this tr«nfa£tion *."—" The Rajah's peiflicufh had been
*' much reduced, by the treaty of 1762, from what it had formerly

" been ; and even that reduced tribute he did not pay. The trou-

" bles, which at any time arife in the Carnatic, are fettled folely at

" the expence of the Nabob ; but though Tanjore is protedled, the

" Rajah contributes nothing towards the general defence f."

• sir Robert Harland to the Secretary of for concluding the treaty ; but they are foreign

State, February 15th, 1772. to the objeiS of this WOik.

t Ibid. There were very weighty reafons

D d 2 CHAP.
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CHAP. VII.

Tra7ifaSiio7is on the Coafl^ from the Jlrjl Expedition againjl

Tanjore i?i 1771, to the taking of that Place in 1773.

CHAP. TN the year 1770, a difpute about the pofleffion of a rocky and

—' -* barren ifland, on the coaft of South-America, had almoft in-

eneTin Ku-
' volved Great Britain in a war with both the great branches of the

rope. Houfe of Bourbon. The Eaft-India Company, fearinc: that the
Company re-

. . . , .

queftafqua- expcdled hoftilitics might extend themfelves to Afia, appHed to Go-

of war. vernment for a ftrong fquadron of men of war, to protect their

eftablilhments in the Eaft. Though matters were fettled in the be-

ginning of 1 77 1, the fquadron was ordered to fail in the month of

Sir Robert March, under the command of Sir Robert Harland, Baronet, Rear-
Harland fuc-

c n
ceed> Sir John Admiral of the Blue. That officer, on his departure, was vefted

penipoten- vvith the fame plenipotentiary powers from his Majcfty to the princes

t'^fy* of India, which had been given to Sir John Lindfay, in the year

Objeftofhis 1769' The objc(£t of the commiffion, which was dated the 15th of
commiflion. March, was to " inquire how far the eleventh article of the defi-

" nitive treaty of peace and friendship, between the King of Great

'• Britain, the moft Chriflian King, and the King of Spain, con-

" eluded at Paris, the loth of February, 17*^3, had been complied

*' with by the parties concerned ; as alfo, to treat with any of the

" princes or powers in India, to whom the eleventh article might

*' relate, with regard to the mofl; effedual means of having the

" flipulations, therein contained, pundtually obfcrved and carried

" into execution*." His Majefty, at the fame time, promifed»

'* That he would approve, ratify, and confirm what fliould be

" agreed and concluded, in relation to the premifes, between the

'• Princes and powers aforcfaid, or fuch perfon or pcrfons> as they

• Rous's Appendix, No. XVllI. p. 417.

« fhould
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" fliould depute or appoint for that purpofe, and the faid Sir Ro- C fi A p.

" bert Plarland *." t .-1^

On tlie fecond of September, the Rear Admiral arrived at Fort St. He arrives at

Fort Sr.

George :f; and, on the 13th, he communicated to the Prefidency George,

the following article of his inftrudlions, as Plenipotentiary from his

Majefty, to the Princes and powers of India ||. The words were
;

'' You will reprefent, in the freed manner, to the Governor and Article of in-

** Council at Madrafs, any complaints, which in your judgment Ihall lativew'the'

" be well-founded, that may be made by the Nabob of Arcot, and ^^'^°'^-

*' tranfmit to us the earlleft intelligence thereof, with your fenti-

" ments thereon f
." This royal interpofition, exprefled in fuch

explicit terms, railed the hopes of the Nabob, and expelled his fears.

Depending on the protedlion of the Sovereign, he naturally became

lefs anxious about retaining the favour of trading fubjedts ; uncon-

fcious that this little glimpfe of fun-ihine was fo foon to be extin-

tinguifhed by a ftorm.

The Eaft India Company, founded originally on the principles of Reflfaionson

commerce, had carried very early into every department of their oAheCom"

management, all the hardened and unrelenting paflions, which P^"/'^ o'''g»-

never fail to accompany an infatiable love of gain. Their mifde- ™^"^

meanours had made them known to the world, before their confe-

quence had rendered them objeds of attention ; and their original

annals are ftained with oppreffions, piracies, frauds, and circum-

ventions. Their limited power had confined their mifdemeanors for

more than one hundred and fifty years, to a narrow circle; and

thefe were partly concealed, under the veil of fecrecy, with which

they affeded to cover their tranfaQions. But it muft be acknow-

ledged, that, in thofe early times, their circumfcribed commerce had

confined the management of their affairs to mean and unlkilful Their affairs

. at li ll in

hands. Their Dircdors at home were no more than low and mean and un-

fkilful hands.

• Rous's Appendix, No. XVIII. p, 417. t 'hid. p. 408.

jj
Ibid. p. 409. flbid. p. ^10.

rapacious
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rapacious tradefmen ; and their fervants abroad were chiefly

drawn from hofpitals, appointed by charity for rearing indigent

and deferted boys. When the means of advantage grew more ex_

tenfive, by the concurrence of various revolutions in the Eaft, the

management and fervice of the Company became obje£ts of ambi-

tion to perfons of a better education, and more enlarged minds.

Some men of Somc men of talents, foine of honour, feveral poflTeffed of fpirit and
Ifller.tj con-

cerned in their courage conduced affairs at their boards, and fought their battles in

Thefe'were thc field. But even thefe were not able to refifl; that fordid prln-

b*«r*arice,
ciplc of avaricc, which is inherent in every mercantile inftitutlon;

^''
to which alfo the almoft equally obdurate paffion of ambition was

annexed, when they acquired a controul over Princes, and the ma-

nagement of provinces and kingdoms *.

Men of ability I" the period, which is the objedt of the prefent difcuffion, feveral

at"thir«ime*'
'"^^ ^^ talcuts and ftriQ principles were in the Diredion at home,

on the coaft. gj^j j^j jj^g management of affairs on the Coafl. But even thefe
But thefe can- °

_

rot refill jea- were incapable of diverting themfelves entirely of jealoufy, when
loufy.

they found that a Prince, whom they had been accuflomed to cor-

The Com- troul, had obtained the protedion of the Sovereign. The e-xten-

Fb^flf'T ^'^^ pofTelTions of the Company, an ample revenue, a large army,

come rivals to the many lucrative, and even honourable places in their gift had,
the Ciown. . _ .

in a manner, railed them from the rank of fubjeds, to that of rivals

to the crown. Their principal fervants, confcious of their own for-

mer confequencc, could not permit themfelves to be deprived of any

Intemperance part of that confequcnce, without refcntment. This circumftance
in corrcfpon- •,., c • • «• ri-
dcnce and introduced a degree or intemperance into their conlultations and
conrultations.

• " Thefe arc men, who are now become " money may decide any thing. Nor will they

" governors and viceroys of kingdoms larger, " eafily fubmit to part with power, however
" if we t.ilsc our pofT.frinns from Sural to Ben- " ihcy came by it, they have fo long been al-

" gal, than made half the Roni;in empire ; nnd " lowed to excjcife ; and that has brought

" thcfj arc the men, who by the r ipid and ini- " them fuch an immoderate degree of wealth,

" mcnfe lichcs they acquiic, from aniongfl thc " without vio'cnt oppofition to tvery thing and
*' U<wtfl of thc people, who are to be cxpettcd " ei'ery man, employed to prevent it." Sir

" to Itjok povcrnuicnt in thc face, with that af- Robert Harland to thc Secretary of State, Jan.

" furancc that has taught tiicm to think, that 9th, 1773.

X corre-
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correfpondence ; and gave birth to unneceflary complaints of CHAP.,

the ccndudl of the Nabob to their Superiors at home. Thofe com- t -
-'

_t

plaints were greedily fcized, by a more unprincipled Direction^ proceeding

than that which fubfifted at the time : and were made the fpecious ^'°? jealoufy
r^ made the

pretexts of coercive meafures againft the Nabob ; v?hich meafures f^.^ndation of
injultice.

fp'rung, in fad, from an unforgiving jealoufy, and felf-interefted mo-

tives. But thefe were the meafures of fucceeding times. The Diredtors

of 1771, though they expreffed their jealoufy of the interference of the

crown, were fenfible of the independent rights of the Nabob. la

their difpatch of the loth of April, they ufed the following remark-

able words : '* We have no natural ally but the Nabob.—Oivr con- ^^^ drec-
' tors own, that

" neftion with the Nabob ftands entirely on ancient friendfliip, and they have no
right to in-

" reciprocal kindnefs, and we wifli to continue it on the fame foot- teifere in the

** ing. But as lue cannot be compelled to follow his projeds, when fain.

*' they appear totally repugnant to our interefts, fo, on the other

" hand, he canaot be forced into our views, if they are difagreeable

" to him : All we have, therefore, left, is to expoftulate with him.

" He muft determine for himfelf, and we for ourfelves f."

In the paflage juft cited, the Diredtors defined the limits of the Vet jealous of

. . the interfe-

Company s power, with refpedt to the afraTrs of the Carnatic. tenceofthe

How a fucceeding Court trampled down this fence fhall be, here-

after, both explained and expofed. The Diredlors of 1771, not-

withftanding their moderation, with regard to the independent

rights of the Carnatic, were, at the very moment of writing their

opinion on that fubjedt, fapping the foundation of thofe rights, by

endeavouring to remove the fupport of the Crown from the Nabob.

They lamented, that an unufual commifTion had been granted They lament

without any communication with themfelves ; and confequently commiffion is

without previous fteps being taken, for the prevention of thofe jea_

loufies, which might naturally be fuppofed to arife from fuch cir-

cumftances *. Though they did not chufe then to deny the rigbt of

f Rous's Appendix, No. XVII. p. 401. • Ibid. p. 403..

the
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CHAP. ([^Q Crown to fend reprefentatives to its allies, they infinuated, tha

^——%~—J the rights and privileges of the Company refted upon as high autho-

rity as the King's commiflion J. Thefe fentiments, expreffed to their

Servants, prove, that they had already made applications to Govern-

ment, for the redelivering the fugitive Nabob into the hands of his

former keepers.

Refleaionson j^ ^ counirv tofled by fadion, and dunned by clamour, minifters
thedi(pofU)cn ' '

of govern- deftitutc of ambition, and fond oi eale, too frequently become little

folicito.is, about the honour of the ftate. When the dog of difcontent

growls at the door of the Cabinet, they throw to him a fragment of

the prerogative, as a fop, to procure his filence ; and, with a pernici-

ous want of dignity, they hope to diminilh their cares, by leffening

their authority. This torpid difpofuion of mind is terrified at an ex-

tenfion of power, as it is accompanied by an increafe of labour ; and in-

formation is difagreeable and irkfome, as it may bring on the trouble

of doing juftice. Each demmd, for circumfcribing the confequence

of the ftate and the rights of the crown, is heard by fuch men with

avidity, as every diminution of power contrails the circle of public

bufinefs. This ruinous fyftem of frigid policy, they endeavour to im-

pofe upon the world under the name of moderation ; but, by profe-

cuting it too far, the honour of the ftate is tarnifhed, and the pledged

faith of the fovereign violated.

Eaftlndia The Eaft-India Company might have felt this felf-denying princi-
Comoany had

. ini-iii'-i r
expciunccd plc m government, almolt during the whole or the prelcnt reign,

ingprfndpie That Company had obtained countries, provinces, and kingdoms,

of the iiaie.
u^^jg^ the protcdlion and aflifted by the power of the ftate. But go-

vernment, inftead of aflerting the State's claim of fovereignty, feemed

afraid to queftioii the Company's rights; for fear the trouble of a

revenue of near fix millions a year fliould fall into their own hands.

The anxiety of the Court of Diredors, about a royal commiflion to

I Roui's Appendix, No. XVII. p. 403,

4 Indian
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Indian princes, was vain and fuperfluous. The ftate had permitted ^ '^/"^ P-

them to rife from the rank of fubjecls to that of fovereigns, to hold < ,J >

dominions more extenfive, and fcarcely lefs valuable, than its own
;

to maintain an army more numerous than that of Great-Britain ; to

appoint their relations, dependents and fervants, to oilices of more

power and emolument, than any in the gift of the Crown ; to carry

infolence and oppreflion to every quarter of Afia ; to dethrone

princes, and to invert mean perfons with the pomp and authority of

royalty. It was, therefore, highly improbable, that a government

fo indulgent to the Company, would refufe one poor Nabob to his

former lords. It accordingly happened, that when the Directors dcfcned by

muftered fuflicient courage to demand the truant, the royal commif. a"d°deiTve'reJ

fion was immediately withdrawn ; and he was delivered into their ^f'"^ '° ''^^

•* Company.

hands, to be puniflied for his credulity in the fupport of govern-

ment, as well as his defedion from the authority of the Company.

But had the royal commiffion continued in India, unlefs the pro- Royal com-

iTnle or the Crown to redrels grievances, and to draw clear hues be- tory,

tween the power of the Nabob and that of the Company, had been

alfo performed, it was not worth the price of the fheep-fkin, on

which it was written. Though the managers of tl:ie affairs of the

Company, both in England and abroad, were at firfl: alarmed, they
>«' alarms the

foon found, that a commiffion, neither fupported nor followed by an

enquiry, was no more than a paper-kite, fufpended over their heads.

Unfortunately for the Nabob, having been accuflomed to the validity

of feals in India, he rcpofed implicit confidence in the faith of that the\\abcT*

of Great-Britain. This confidence was encouraged and confirmed,

by the paper-war, which was carried on between the plenipoten-

tiaries and the Prefidency ; for he was then to learn, that the autho-

rity of a king, to which his principles had annexed the idea of in-

vincibility, was deftined to yield to that of trading fubjedls.

The conteft by letters, between Sir John Lindfay and the Prefi- Tl-econteft

,.,,,, ^ ^ beuieeii Sir

dency, which had begun, foon after his arrival in July 1770, had johnLir.dfay

E e languiffied dcncy.
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F^ A P.

VII

taken up by

Sir Robert

HajUnd.

Nabob for an

alliance wiih

the Mantca;.

Tht Prefi-

deiicy (avour

H>der Ali.

Marattas in

the pay of

the Rajah of

Tanjjre,

languiflicd in the couife of the fummer of 1/7'. When Sir John

Lindiay left the coafl: in Odober, he was fucceeded in his differences

with the Frefidency, as well as in his powers to the Nabob, by Sir

Robert Harland. That plenipotentiary, either imprefl'td with the in-

jiiftice of the Company to the Nabob, or anxious to acquire his confi-

dence, by an appearance of zeal, efpoufed his caufe, with a vehemence,

which created obftrudions to its progrefs, by its own rapidity**

The Nabob, impreffed by fears from the Marattas, or gained by their

promii'es, had ftiewn a great eagernefs, for an alliance with that na-

tion, for more than a year. The Prefidency, on the other hand,

either afraid of Hyder Ali, or bound by fecret promifes to that chief,

had oppofed the alliance ; and, with perfeverance, and perhaps with

prudence, had hitherto adhered to a ftrid neutrality f. The Ma-

rattas had wooed them, as the lion does his mate, mixing threats

with courtfliip. Hyder was extremely polite ; and as they had fmarted

under his force, his prefent kindnefs acquired value from the me-

mory of former injuries %. They thought it, therefore, expedient

to fupport Hyder All againft the Marattas, ' provided the revenues

»' and refources of the Carnatic were under their controul §." The

refult, however, was, that neither Hyder nor the Marattas were af-

fifted. The latter, willing to gain five lacks of rupees ||, which the

Rajah of Tanjore had engaged to pay, upon condition of their in-

vading the Carnatic If, entered the paffes before the end of the year

1771. To fave his country, from the ravages of thofe marauders,

the Nabob was obliged to pay down a conliderable fum of money,

befides prefents of jewels, fire-arms and elephants ]..

• Vide Rou/s Appendix, No. XVIII. p.

415, 416, &c.

f Ibid. p. 1401.

I Ibid. p. 1387, & paflim.

S Ibid.

U Ibid. p. 1394.

f Ibid. p. 1395.

4- Sir Robert Harland takes (he merit of

having induced ihe Marattas to retreat. (Ap-

pendix, p. 444.) I'ut it is prohable, tha' the

money and jewels of the Nabob added foine

weight to his interpofaion.

In



THE EAST INDIA COMPANY. an

la the correfpondence, between the plenipotentiary and the Prefi- CHAP,
dency, relative to the Marattas, the former explained, in ample «-—v—

^

terms, the right, which the Nabob had, to rely on th^ protedlion of Haria'nd'ex-

his Majefty and the fupport of the Crown. " In the Nabob's pre-
g.^;; [!;^^-^^^

*' fent circumftauces (fays Sir Robert Harland), he claims the royal '^e Nabob
^ •' ' ' had to rely

*' protedion, fo often promifed to him, by his late Majefty George ontheCrown.

*' the Second, and repeated by his prefent Majefty, our lovereign,

" in feveral letters addrefl'ed to his Highnefs, ftrongly expreflive of

*' the greateft friendfhip and moft perfedl regard for him and his

*' family. At the fame time, he throws himfelf upon the nation for

*' prote£tion, agreeable to his expectations, from the eleventh article

•' of the treaty with France and Spain in lyG^'f." Having fpeci-

fied the Nabob's right to the fupport of the ftate, he animadverts Heanlmad-

with feverity, on the oppofition given, by the Company's fervants, jealoufy of

to that fupport. Having demanded an account of their tranfadions '
^

i'rei"den-

"with the country powers, they had told him, that they " could not,

" confiftently with their truft, render an account of their condud to

" him, or to any but a conftitutional power J." This expreflion,

appearing to deny the authority of his commiftion, threw the pleni-

potentiary into a violent rage. " Your charge feems to me (he fiid) Heaceufes

" to be diredly pointed at tlie royal authority, and the undoubted (un)m°,naiid

ce." rights of the Crown. When you take upon you to cenfure a
*"°£^"

" meafure, which is the facred privilege of majefty, and the confti-

" tutional right of our fovereign, let me tell you, it is very unbe-

" coming, it is prefumptuous, it is arrogant §"

This angry language terrified the Prefidency, and, by raifing the They are ter-

hopes of the Nabob, led that unfortunate Prince into error. He

could no longer doubt of the permanent fupport of a Crown, whofe

authorifed fervant had irritated the Company beyond their common

pitch of foigivenefs. In proportion as the Nabob's expedations of

t Rous's Appendix, No. XVIII. p. 416. ^ Ibid. p. 419. § Ibid. p. 42-.

E e 2 royal
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HA P.

VII.

Expedition

againd the

Marawars
mediutcd.

Nature of

tV.eir depend-

ence on tlie

Carnacic.

Their ref'a"-

tory condud.

royal favour increafed; the confidence of the Prefidency, in their

own fafety, diminifhcd. " The heavy charge brought againfl; us,'*

they faid, " evidently fliews what is intended againfl us, and ren-

'* ders any attempt to juftify our condufl; to Sir Robert Harland im-

'* proper ; as it is neceffary we fhould referve our defence, until we
" are called upon to make it in a legal and conftitutional courfe *."

Trivial as thefe circumftances arc in themfelves, they deferve to be

recorded, as they influenced the condu(St of the Nabob ; and con-

fequently the fubfequent meafures of the Company.

During thefe difputes between the Plenipotentiary and the Prefi-

dency, the latter were meditating an expedition againfl the Greater

and Leffer Marawars, Polygars dependent on the government of the

Carnatic. The country of Marawar, as has been already mentioned,

depended anciently on the province of Madura, v/hlch was itfelf

fubje£t to the Rajah of Trltchinopoly, long before the country fell

by conquefl into the hands of the Mahommedans. The flate of

the fubjedion of the Marawars to the government of Trltchinopoly

was, that they paid a certain annual tribute; and brought, upon re-

quifition, a certain number of troops into the field, at their own ex.-

pence, when their fuperior was engaged in warf. In cafe of either

neglect or difobedience of orders they were fined, like other Zemin-

dars ; and when they fent a lefs force than the eftabliflied number

of troops, government ufed to levy a proportionable fum upon the

revenues of their co'.intries. During the troubles which fucceeded

the death of Anwar-ul-dien, father of the prefent Nabob, the Ma-

rawars paid little attention to the government of the Carnatic.

When peace was reflored, they fometimes fent fmall prefents, but

no regular tribute, to the Nabob ; but, in time of war, they neither

fent troops nor furniflicd money for the general defence. When
the Rajah of Tanjoie invaded their territories in the beginning of

• Koui's Aj'pcrdix, No. XVIII. p. 2; t Ibid. No. XXVI, p. 941.

177',
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1 77 1, they owned their errors and profefled their entire fubmiffion C HA p.

to the Nabob ±; but, though the expedition againft Tanjore was ' .—-»

. .
Refufe (heir

partly undertaken on their account, they furnilhed neither troops afliaance a-

nor provifions during the fiege, when required by their fuperior, in jore.

terms of their tenure and dependence §.

Ramnadaporam, the capital of the Greater Marawar, is fituated 1772.

on that point of the continent which advances neareft to the i.Oand miles' from

of Ceylon ]|. That of the Nalcooty Polygar, or Leffer Marawar, is
p^o,yf'"°'

called Tripatore IT. The firft lies at the diftance of little more than

one hundred miles to the South of Tritchinopoly ; the latter is forty

miles nearer to the laft-mentioned city*. The two Marawars could

bring, upon an emergency, twenty thoufand men into the fieldf

;

but their troops, like thofe of other Polygars, were rather a rabble,

than foldiers. Having received intelligence of the intended expedition, They prepare

they affembled their native troops in the beginning of March 1772;
'°''^'

and entering into a treaty with the Dutch, the Prefidency of Nega-

patam promiied to write to the Governor of Colombo, for fifteen

hundred Europeans and as many Malays tt' The hoftile appearance Army
. marches

of the Marattas on the borders of the Carnatic, had fufpended the againd

expedition for more than feven months ; but that fear being re-

moved, orders were ifiued ta General Smith to march, with the

troops in the South, againft the refradory Polygars. The plan and

condu(5t of the expedition were left entirely to the General. But, as

the Company only adled as friends and allies to the Nabob, nego-

tiation and treaty were left wholly to that Prince §§. The Prefi-

dency, at the fame time that they own, that the right of peace and

war was vefted in the Nabob, infinuated to the General, that he

% Rous's Appendix, No. XXI. p. 577.
" IbiJ.

§ Ibid. No. XXVI. p. 942. 946. t Ibid.

II
Ibid. No. XXVI. p. 9,-0. tt Ibid. p. 952.

fl Ibid. §§ Ibid. p. 956.

% ought
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C HA P. ought not to agree to any treaty till the Polygars were entirely re-

»-—.^—' duced
I!.

Ramnadapo- General Smith, having marched from Tritchinopoly on the nth

of May 1772, before the end of the month fat down before Ramna-

daporam*. The town being ill fortitied and worfe defended, was

taken by aflault, on the 2d of June, with very inconfiderable lofs on

the fide of the vidors f. As the plunder of the place, by the laws

of war, became the property of the captors, the Nabob's eldeft fon,

who attended General Smith, on the part of his father, in the expe-

dition, agreed to pay a ftipulated fum to the army for the right to

the fpoilj. The other forts belonging to the Greater Marawar foon

followed the fate of the capital >S. General Smith then directed his
Army '

inarches n\arch againft the Polygar of Nalcooty, or the Leffer Marawar.
againll Nal-
cooty; That unfortunate Polygar fell a vidim to the negligence of his own

Vackeels, who had negotiated a treaty of fubnuifion with the young

Nabob. Lieutenant-colonel Bonjour,whom the Prefidency had ordered

to proceed from Madura with a detachment, tofupport the operations

of the main army, was advancing with hafty ftrides towards the refi-

dence of the Little Marawar. When the terms of the treaty were

fettled, General Smith delivered letters to be fent, by the Polygar's

who is killed agcnts, to flop the progrefs of Bonjour. But they delayed to fend the

owin^ to 'he letters; and the refult was, that the Lieutenant-colonel attacked the

hfs^Vack«h. ftrong port into which the Leffer Marawar had retired^ ;
and in the

affault the Polygar was flain 4-- The death of the Leffer Marawar left

his whole country to the entire difpofal of the vidors. This event

happened on the 25th of June 1772 §§.

The expedition as-ainft Taniore in the year i77i» had rather
Anewquar- ' '^ '

• • ' r l r r
rel with Tan- irritated than humbled the Rajah. The retaining of the fort or
jore.

II
Rous's Appendix, No. XXVI. p. 956. U Ibid. 1085.

• Ibid. p. 98g, 4- Ibid. p. 1 06.

+ IbiJ p. 9(^0. ^ Ibid, r- 1C07. '<^*7. The conqscft of

1 Ibii'. p. 598. the nvo Mnawars was obtained with the lofs

t Ibid. p. ICO*. of twenty men. Ibid. p. lofz.

4 Vellum,
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Vellum, which had been intended by the Prefidency as a check on

Tulja ji *, had hurt his pride and rouzed his refentment. He,

therefore, refufed to permit provifions to be carried to the place;
Rsinh pre-

allcging, " That the ftipulation was merely the ceflion of the fort, venn provi-

, . , , , , , n 1 fwm fiom be-
" which could by no means be conltrued as an engagement to ren- ^^g fem ,0

" der its market flourifliing -f." To this quibble, in evafion of the ^^""°»'

late agreement with his fuperior, he added ferious and dangerous

intrigues for diflurbing the peace of the Carnatic. In the month

of June 1772, he was known to negotiate with the Marattas ; and He negotiates
-' ' ' °

with the Ma-
to have offered to that government ten lacks of rupees, upon con- rattas.

dition of their fending an army of horfe to his aid J. The objects

the Rajah wiflied to obtain by the affifliance of the Marattas were,

" the redudlion of V^ellum, the removal of the Nabob's people in

*' the affigiied lands from his country, and an acquittal of the

" Peilhciifh§." Thofe rafh fchernes were entirely planned by the

Rajah himfelf; for, as he knew that both Mona-ji and the Dob- The nego-

. . ,

tiation carried

beerll would dlffuade him from meafures likely to involve him in on by his

inextricable difficulties, he carried on this negotiation fecretly, by vourites.

his mean dependents and vulgar friends. Whilft he folicited fo-

reign enemies to invade the Carnatic, he received, protedted, and He protefls

1 1 r • • T^ 1 r 1 AT ''"^ fugitive

encouraged the fugitive rolygars or the Marawar country, who Polygars.

were meditating new difturbances 4-

In the beginning of I773> the Rajah feems to have re-admitted He is led by

into a degree of his confidence Huffein Chan Soor, the Mahommedan bi.th and

fifherman, who had been his minifter during a part of the year ^^^j"/*'

17 ol]. Several other perfons of mean birth and abilities planned

his meafures and fliared his favours. The friends of the expelled

Marawars flattering his vanity and inflaming his paffions by their

• Rous's Appendix, No. XXVII. p. Iioo. f Ibid.

f Ibid. p. icgg, i loo. 4- 'bid. p. 1 101, 1102.

t Ibid. p. 1098. II
Ibid. p. 1104. 1106,

§ Ibid. p. 1099.

intrigues,



;i6 HISTORY AND MANAGEMENT OF

c HA 1'. intrigues, endeavoured to obtain his aid to reflore their affairs,

\——

.

J Having applied to Hyder Ali for a force to recover their refpedivc

poflefiions, that chief told them, " That, he knevi'- who they were,

" but that, if they would bring him a letter from the Rajah of Tan-

liccorre- « jorc, he would then agree to give them fome afliftance*.'' Hav-

Hyder. ing Carried this intelligence to Tulja-ji, he agreed, with joy,

to give them a favourable and full letter, agreeably to their utmoft

wifhes. He received, at the fame time, into his capital, with great

ceremony and civility, VencataNarrain, the Vackecl of Hyder -f. The

Vackeel promifed, in his mafter's name, that immediately, on his

return to Seringapatam, from an expedition in which he was then

engaged, he would fend and promote the affiflance of the Ma-

He loads his rattas :}:. To prevent a dlfcovery, the Rajah difmiffed the Vackeel,

civilities and after loading him with marks of refped ; whilft, at the fame tim-e,

prefents.
j^^ wrote letters to the Mara^ta government, full of the moft

flattering expreffions §. But whilft he was planning mcafures

of danger, he was bufy in difgracing fuch of his old fervants, as

Heflrikesoff were poflefled of abilities to carry them into execution. He de-
the allowance

• , n /i
« i i- n i , • n r

of Mona-ji. prived Mona-ji, not only or all power, but his allowance from go-

vernment, except two villages, which that chief poflefled by way

of Jaghire ||. Huflein Chan Soor, the fiflierman, fo often men-

tioned, rofe in favour, in proportion as Mona-ji declined. This

vulgar ftatefman, deriving boldnefs from ignorance, advifed the Ra-

jah to with-hold the money due to the Nabob, and fet that prince

at open defiance IF.

His inuigues Secret intelligence of thefe tranfadions was received at Madras

covered*by' J^i ^hc moHth of April ; and that part of the intrigues of Tulja-ji,

Mr. MoHyn. ^hich regarded the Marattas, was fully difcovered in May, by Mr.

Moftyn, the Company's rtfidcnt at the court of Poonah. In a letter

• Roui's Appendix, No. XXVIf. p. iioj. § Ibid,

t Ibid.
II

Ibid.

X Ibid. p. 1106. f Ibid,

bf
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of the 14th of May, Mr. Moftyn informs the Prefidency at Fort ^ ^A P.

St. George, that a Gozamie, by name Mohim Geer, appUed to the * y—

'

Maratta government, as Vackeel from the Rajah of Tanjorc,

for leave to raife ten thoufand horfe, which he made no fecret

were to be employed againft the Nabob of the Carnatic*. The

fame intelligence had been conveyed, on the 6th of May, by Mr.

Moflyn, to his immediate fuperiors, the Prefidency of Bombay
-f-. J^}^rl"\^^*

Though the Maratta government yielded, at firft, to the Raiah's ^'^ levying
°

^

"^

_

•'

_
troops in their

requeft, by means of prefents to fome of the minifters, the levying country,

the troops was afterwards ftopt, by the influence of Sacaram Bapoo,

who pointed out the bad confequences, which might attend the

meafure ; but the Vackeel of the Rajah flill retained hopes, as he

had received no pofitive denial "1.

Whilft the Rajah's emifiaries were employed in foliciting the af- He applies

• r r r attain to Hy-
fiftance of the Marattas, he himfelf ufed every art of entreaty and der.

perfuafion, to gain the fupport of Hyder Ali. He fent for Vencata

Narain, the Vackeel of that chief, and told him, that he had no

other protedor, but his mafter §. That no union, no friendfliip,

no cordial alliance could ever fubfift between himfelf, the Nabob

and the Englifli Company. That it was incumbent on Hyder to He pro-nires

come with his whole force; and that he himfelf would colled: his «ithhiswhole

own forces and join him, as well as the expelled Polygars of Ma- ^"^^'

rawar and Nalcooty, who were all his allies. That, as their fuccefs

againft the Nabob and the Company admitted of little doubt, the

provinces of Madura and Tinnevelly might be eafily taken, which ovcr'tohim"

two countries {hould be made over to Hyder for his affidancc, to-
^^a''""' ^'^'

gether with fome fupplies of money. The Rajah earncftly folicited

the Vackeel to write to his mafter, in the moft pcrfuafivc terms,

to prevail upon him to advance fpeedily, with his whole force. He,

• Rous's Appendix, No. XXVII. p. 11C5. J lUiil.

t Ibid. § Ibid. p. I II I.

'^^^ F f at
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CHAP, at the fame time and to the fame purpofe, wrote a long letter to

VII
^_ -,-! i Hyder himfelf ; and to give more weight to the negociation, the

Hydfr'san- old Dobbccr, or Duan, wrote another letter ||. To thefe letters Hy-
^''''^''

der fent an anfvver defiring to know, how much ready money the

Rajah would give ? By what means he propofed to take and cede

over to him the provinces of Madura and Tinnevelly ? What friends

he had in thofe countries ? Who of the Polygars were his allies *'
?

That he mufl. determine, on all thefe circumftances, and inform him

of the refult of the whole t-

He deviates Though the intrigues of Tulja-ji, with the Marattas and Hyder

from bi'^ duty. All, were not likely to produce any ferious or immediate effed, their

exiftence proved the dangerous and reftlefs condud of that Rajah.

During his applications for affiftance beyond the limits of the Car-

iiatic, he deviated, in almofl: every point, from his duty, as a de-

pendent on that country. In the expedition againft the two Ma-

rawars, he chofe to negledt to obey the requifition of his fuperior,

He had aided fg^ the afllftance of his troops 1 : on the contrary, he difmifled a
the Mara^ar.

part of his cavalry, that they might aflift the Polygars, without the

appearance of his being concerned §. When thofe chiefs, by their

own folly in refufing the equitable terms offered by the Nabob, had

Heer.cou- fuffered the extremities of war and were expelled, the Rajah not
rages the ex- -...,.
peiiedi'oiy- only admitted the fugitives into his country, but encouraged them

to raife difturbances**. This circumflancc forced the Nabob to keep

an army, in the territories of the Marawars, at an expence, be-

yond the amount of the revenue ff. The Rajah had engaged, in the

agreement figned, fealed and fworn to, at the gates of Tanjore,

in Odober 1771, to refufe his protedion to the runaway Polygars

I
Rous's Appendix, No. XXVII. p. nil. cil. April loth, 1772. Ibid, No. XXVI,

• Ibid. p. 1 1 12. p. 954.

+ Ibid. •• Ibid. No. XXVII. p. 11C9.

\ IbiJ. p. 1109. f f Ibid.

Genctdl Smith to the Governor and Coua^

of

gars.
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of Warrior-pollam and Alianore, and to reftore their efFeds. But chap.
VII.

he not only detained their effeds, but had afligned them a place of t - _ _,

refuge,
_
in the diftria of Cumcurrum belonging to Tanjore. He Setalf"'*

permitted, or rather perfuaded the Collories of his own country to

make incurfions, into the province of Tritchinopoly ; and to drive

the cattle of the inhabitants away. He negleded to difcharge the Will not pay

debt due to the Company, for their Paddy, which he had feized, in to t^he c^m?

the year 1771 ; and he obftruded, by various difficulties and troubles,
*'^"^'

the Englifh garrifon at Vellum, from being regularly fupplied with

provifions ||. Though he was in confiderable arrears to the Nabob IT,

he appears to have been in no want of money, by the fums, which

he had offered, and adually fent, to other powers, to induce them

to invade the Carnatic ^.

Determined to fupport his difobedience and refradory conduct to- He enters into

negotiations

wards his fuperior, the Rajah entered into a negociation, with Dutch with tiie

and Daniflh fadlories on the coaft, to fupply him with money, upon

mortgages on fome diftrids of his country*. He had refolved to Jieendea-
" ° ' vours to ob-

obtain a confiderable loan from Goland Moodaly, '' who was Dubafh tain a loan at

" to moft of the GREAT FOLKS at Madras |." Had he purfued

this plan, with more conftancy, and to a much larger extent, the

GREAT FOLKS, who werc the mafters of Goland Moodely, might

have had an intereft, in overlooking for fome time longer his defigns.

But Tulja-ji, though not more faithlefs, was lefs prudent, than his

father Pretaupa Sing ; who had always an expert agent at Madras to

negociate a loan-, when he wifhed to obtain a favour. But the prefcnt

Rajah chofe rather to enter into dangerous connexions, with the

Dutch, than to negociate with the Englifh Prefidency. Thcfe con-

nexions were deeply rooted, and, therefore, full of peril to the

II
Rous's Appendi.Y, No. XXVII. p. iiio. • Ibid. p. mo.

% Ibid. t IbiJ. p. 1

1

13.

4- Ibid. p. 1 10;.

F f 2 Company,
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CHAP. Company, as well as the Nabob. The latter had written to the Ge-

c—s,-^

—

I neral of Batavia, complaining of his fubordinates at Negapatnam,
GoveriiOr cf • , , ^ ^ • r
Bataviaavovvs for aflifting the Rajah ; but that governor avowed, that in lupport-

theRafa^?" ing that Rajah, the factory "had done no more than they were

" bound to do by their engagements ; and that in conforming to

*' thofe engagements, they had done right J." Whilft the Rajah

•was bufy in breaking every article of the agreement of 1771, the

Nabob not only adhered to the terms, but feemed willing to eftablifh

friendship and perpetuate harmony, between himfelf and his vaflal §.

ThePrefiden- The intrigues of Tulja-ji, his avowed difregard of the agreement

expH»ion°a-" °^ ^77 ^y ^'^ alliances abroad, his preparations for war at home, in-

gainllTan- j^jced the Prefidency to llften to the requifition of the Nabob, for
jore. •' '

the afhftance of the Company to reduce entirely an inmate fo dan-

gerous to the peace and fecurity of the Carnatic. Mr. Du Pre, who

had been Prefident during the firft expedition againft Tanjore,

had refigned the government, and returned to Europe, in the end

of February 1 773 ; and Mr. Haftings, who had been defigned to

fucceed him in the chair, had left the coaft, more than a year before

Mr. Du Pre's departure, to take upon him the government of Ben-

Mr. Wynch gal. Mr. Wynch, the fecond in Council, had fucceedcd Mr. Du Pre,
had fucciedeJ

1 •
, • - • r v

Mr. Du Pre as govemor ; and it was to him the requilition of the Nabob, rela-

v"ernmein. tivc to the fcdudion of Tanjorc, was made. The Seleifl Committee,

The treaty of in deliberating on the fubjed, declared, that the treaty of 1762 had

nulUndtoid^
been cancelled, by the condudl of the Rajah, which obliged the gua-

rantees of that treaty to take up arms, and enter into a folemn war
|1,

That it is eftablifhed by the law of nations, that when a rupture

happens, all treaties between the contending parties, prior to that

Reafons for lupturc, are thereby difannulled, or at leaft fufpended ; and that upon

lion.
" a reftoration of peace, the former treaties may be reftored, but not

I Papers publifhed by the Company, relative § Rous's Appendix, No. XXVJI.
to the reftoration of Tanjore, vol. i. p. 4. || Ibid. p. 1116.

without
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without being named, to the (late in which they were before the rup- C HA p.

ture, or that others may be I'ubltituted m their place IT. That the -^ *,— ->

treaty of 1762 was, fo far from having been reftored by the agree-

ment, which had terminated the war of 1771, that it was not even

mentioned or alluded to, in that agreement. That, at the commence-

ment of the expedition, the Prefidency had promifed and agreed,

not to interfere in any negociations between the Nabob and the Ra-

jah ; but to leave the whole to be fettled by the former *. That the

Nabob had adlually fettled the whole, without a fingle allufion to

the treaty of 1762. That, upon the whole, as war, which extin-

guifhes all treaties, had intervened, the Company could not be con-

fidered, as guarantees to a treaty, which no longer exifted.

Though the meafures of the Prefidency, who were veiled with the Arpuments

r 1 /-• • 1 • /• • 7 "^ fails, re-

whole executive powers of the Company, were, in mtix political ca- lativeiothe

pacity, decifive, and when they regarded the country powers irre-
"ji^ng'the

VOCABLE, their arguing upon every point was neceffliry, for the R^jah to ac-

information of their fuperiors, and important to themfelves, as the

reafons advanced might be proper grounds of cenfure, or a jufl:

foundation for applaufe. But, neither in the prefent cafe, nor in

any other, beyond the trading powers, granted to the Company by

charter, are the motives, reafons or arguments of the fervants of the

Company to be admitted, by the difpaflionate, as a juftification of

wrong meafures, or a confirmation of thofe, which were right. This

obfervation is, by no means, made to invalidate the juftnefs of their

reafonings upon the treaty of 1762, Had the Rajah and his ancef- Even if both

tors been independent, from all antiquity, on the government of the ceilorsha'd

Carnatic, his intriguing with foreign powers to invade that country, ^^^^l^^'

his raifing difturbances within its limits, his known dcfign to join

any of its eventual enemies f, the danger of that defign, from the

fituation of his country " in the heart of the province if,'' would

^ Rous's Appendix, No. XXII p. 725. t "''''• P- 1117,
• Ibid. No. XXVll. p. 1116. X Ibid.

4 not
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^
vir^

^' ^'^^ °"^y render it juftlfiable, but, from felf-prefervatlon, neceflary
V il* '

<— -»- -' in the Nabob, to prevent the intended mifchief, by the power, which

Providence had placed in his hands. The Prefidency joining, or re-

fufing to join, could alter, in no degree orrefped, the nature of the

^""•Pf^y '**'' cafe. They had no claim to appear, as principals in the war, they

appear as had no right to decide upon its ilTue. The only thing of which they
principals.

were the competent judges was the expediency of the meafure, with

regard to the interefts of their conftituents. That this expediency

exifted, is apparent from the ftate of things, as well as from their

own declaration. If their mafters thought otherwife, they had a

right to cenfure, to fufpcnd, to difmifs their fervants ; but they had

No right to ^q jj„|^j. jq interfere, none to reverfe the efFed of the meafure, in
reverie the °
effeaof the which thofe fervants had only affifted, as mere auxiliaries of acoun-
war,

try power.

Prefidency The Prcfidcncy were fo fenfible of the expediency of the expedl-
moic eager for

'
. .

thccxpedition tion againft Tanjore, that it is apparent, from their own muiutes,

bob. they were much more eager for that meafure, than the Nabob *.

That prince, dividing his fears between Hyder and the Marattas, the

allies of the Rajah, was unwilling to rifque the ruin of his own

country, from an invafion made by either of thofe powers, by an

expedition of uncertain event, againft Tanjore f- I^ was known,

that the objedt of each of thofe powers was to take Tanjore into pof-

fefhon, and not under protedion ^ ; and the march of the Nabob's

forces againft the place would probably be a fignal, for their invading

He declares his dominions. The Nabob, therefore, declared that he was unwil-

nefs"."^'

'"^'
'ng ^o prefs a fervice of fuch danger, unlefs it fuited in every refpcd

the Company's affairs §. He promifed, however, to find the re-

fourccs, in the fame proportion, as during the laft fiege. He de-

clared his doubt of the event, as the Rajah, befidcs his connexion

• Rous's Appendix, No. XXVII, p. 1124. % Ibid. p. iizz.

t Ibid. Ibid.

with
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with the country powers, was in friend/hip with the French, and CHAP.

had promifes of affiftance, from the Daniih fadory of Tranquebar *. v_—-v 1

The Seledt Committe rcprefented to the Nabob, that in cafe the ex- The Seleft

!•• •IT"- /^ 11 1
Committee

pedition againlt Tanjore mould take place at all, it ought to be un- urge him to

dertaken, in tiiiie fufficient to bring it to a conclufion, before the lion!''^^

fetting in of the rains
"f-

They, at the fame time, refolved in their

minutes, that " it was proper and nccejfury that the expedition

" againfl; Tanjore be undertaken ; and that the prefent opportunity,

" all circumflances confidered, is the moft favourable for carrying

" the fame into execution J." The refolution of the Seled Com- The Council

mittee was confirmed, by the Council at large, on the 29th of June refoiations!"^

1773. In their minutes upon the fubjeiH:, they recapitulated old

arguments and advanced new. They agreed, that as the treaty of

1762 was annulled and extinguifhed, by an intervening war, fol-

lowed by another treaty, in which the Company were not mention-

ed ; that " all idea of the exiftence of a guarantee was removed.'' All ideaofa

They, therefore, founded the auxiliary affiftance, which they pro- beenremovl

pofed to give on the expediency, and even neceflity of the meafure §.
^ '

Though the Members of Council, who planned, or rather urged Attention of

the fecond expedition againft Tanjore, have been reviled, cenfured, jency to the

and ftigmatized by the Diredors of the year 1775, that enlightened
comil^y!'^^

body could not have, with any juftice, accufed their fubjeds of ne-

glecfting the interefts of the Company, in their ftipulations with the

Nabob. They infifted, that he fhould not only pay for the future

but replace the pay already iffued to three thoufand Seapoys, which

the Prefidency had thought proper to levy fome time before ||. But

as to the Nabob's proniiflbry prefent often lacks of Pagodas IT to the

Company, the Governor declared, that he made no condition for, nor

• Rous's AppenJix, No.XVII Ibid. p. 1123, 1773. Rous's Apperidia, No. XXVIf. p. 1 129,
tlt^id. 1130, 1131.

X Ibid, p. 1125,
II

Ibid. p. 1 1 18.

§ Vide paffim. Confultation, June 29th, f^ 400,000 1»

claiinit
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CHAP.
VII.

They engage
to fupport the

Nabob with a

large army.

Rajah pre-

pares for

war.

Releafes and
rfftires Mo-
na-ji to fa-

vour.

He arms

twenty thou-

fand men.

claim of, any thing ; but that whatever his Highnefs, out of his

good-will and friendfhip, fliould be pleafcd to offer, he would will-

ingly receive it for the Company *. In return for thefe grants, on

the part of the Nabob, the Prefidency engaged to fupport him in his

expedition againft Tanjore, with a large army, to place the fort,

when taken, either by capitulation or ftorm, in his hands, with the

flores and effeds which might be found in the place. But they de-

clared, that fhould it be taken by ftorm, the plunder fhould become

the property of the captors, by the ufage of war f.

The preparations of the Prefidency, for taking the field, could

not long remain unknown to the Rajah. Having fome time before

difgraced and confined Mona-ji, at the requeft of his vulgar para-

fites, he had, as early as the month of May J, endeavoui ed to re-

concile the mind of that aged Chief, as the only perfon fit to manage

his affairs, in times of difliculty and danger. Mona-ji endeavoured

to excufe himfclf, by alleging, " That he was now befet with old

" age and infirmity, and had no abilities left '§." But being foothed,

flattered, and threatened by the Rajah, he, at firft, took the com-

mand of a body of five hundred horfc, and one thoufand Sepoys 1|.

and on the icth of July, he was placed at the head of the army f

.

The capital was, in the mean time, placed in the heft ftate of de-

fence**. More than twenty thoufand men, of various kinds, were

in arms 1. The French of Fondicherry amufcd the Rajah with hopes

of effcdual affiflance§§. The Dutcli of Ncgapatnam, and even

thofc of Ceylon, were fincerely in his intereft, and the fupport of it

favoured their own. The Danes of Tranquebar, as well as the

" Mr. VVynch ufes the very words of Mr.

Du Pii.-, ona like occafior, Sept. i8ih, 1771.

Ibid. p. 1 14^.

I Ibid. p. I 145.

J May 28ch, 1773. Ibid. p. 1113.

^ Ibid.

II
Ibid.

Hlbld, p. I i5r.

•• Ibid.

•I-
The foice of Tanjore, in the beginning of

Auguft, 1773. amounted 10 tw< my- one thou-

fand nine hundred iliirty-thrCv; men. IWd. p.

1 167, 1 168.

^5 Ibid. p. 1 149. I 158. 1 1 60. 1167.

Dutch
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Dutch on the Coaft*, afTifted him with men f, money, and war- ^ " '^ P.

hke ftores. The uncle of the King of Candia, having arrived at i^—^J^,^

Negapatnam, fent a Vackeel to the Rajah, and promifed aid $, The DutThalnrt

Dutch obtained in mortgage from him Nagore, Trivalore, and Vi- i^en^money,

derniam, for an hundred and fifty thoufand Pajrodas ; and he or- t^'o ' He mortgages

dered his Vackeel, at Negapatnam, to fell entirely, for thirty thou- ^^""'^^ '-' -

fand more, the villages and grounds, for which the Dutch had till Dmcn.

then paid rent §. Hyder Ali, having aflembled a force at Dunde-

gul, fent aflurances that he would affift the Rajah, when the army

fliould move againfl Taniore 11. The Dutch havinc; hoilled their They f^ppl/
°

-;
" '=' the Raja with

colours at Nagore, fupplied the Rajah with guns, military ftores m\\u,y

1 r XT 1 • /I •
' llorej.

and men, trom Nagapatnam ; and, m lliort, every preparation was

made for the fecurity of Tanjore, which the Rajah feemed deter-

mined to defend to the laft extremity IT.

General Smith having encamped the army, in the plain of Trit- '^'•"y

chinopoly, in the end of July, entered the province of Tanjore, in

the beginning of Auguft. The firft hoftilities commenced on the

6th of that month, when the Nabob's cavalry defeated a body of the

enemy, with confiderable lofs, near the walls of Tanjore J{.. On the Ground

20th ground was broke ** before the place ; but the batteries, for foie Tanjore,

making a breach, were not opened till the 27th of Auguft -[f. A "^^ ^°' '

detail of the fiege is unimportant in itfelf, and unneccflary to the

purpofe of this work. On the 17th of September, a pradicable

breach being made, Tanjore was rather furprifed than ftormed, at Place taken,

twelve of the clock at noon, when the fun was moft intenfely hot; ^^ ''

• Rous's Appendix, No. XXVII. p. 1146. " given by thofe of Cocomandel to the Rajah

•(Ibid. p. 1152. " of Tanjore, I Ihall demand account from Ne-

J Ibid. p. 1 150. 1 152. " gapatnam. Mean while ferves to your Excel-

§ Ibid. p. 1150. " lency's information, that the Ncthcrlandilh

II
Ibid. p. 11 52, lljS- iiSi. 1191. " Company (lands in alliance with th.t prince,

C Ibid. p. 1 1 53.
" *"J 'hat the duty of faithful confederates re-

The dangerous conneftion of the Rajah, " quiies to aflill one another, in cafe of ne-

with the Duch, is proved by the following t-x- " cillity."

traa of a letter, from the Governor General of + Ibid. p. 1174.

Batavia, to the NaKb, dated July 26;h, 1771. •• loiJ. p. 1193.

" Concerning the alEllance of warlike ftores, ft ^^^^' P- ' ^^o.

G g and



226 HISTORY AND MANAGEMENT OF

CHAP, and the garrifon, confifting of twenty thoufand fighting men '4::|'., ex-

t_ -.- _F cept a few, not expeding an attack, " had retired from the breacli

Rajah made " to their houfes to eat rice§.'' The Rajah and his family, witli

Mona-ji, together with his fons, were made prifoners ; and the Na-

bob having agreed to pay a ftipulated fum to the army for the plun-

der, the place was favcd from the devaftation and rapine, which

ufually attend a conqueft acquired by aiTault |].

Operations Whilft Taniore was preflTed by a fiege, the Dutch Prefidency of
againft the

J r / & > j

Dutch. Negapatnam took pofTefTion of Nagore, a confiderable fea-port, be-

longing to the province of Tanjore IT, together with fcveral valuable

diftrids, on the pretence of having purchafed them from the Raj ih.

To fupport their ufurpation, they had aflembled a confiderable body

of troops in the neighbourhood of Nagore, to defend their nevir ac-

quifitions. The Nabob, after reprefenting the invalidity of thofe

tranfadtions, between his tributary and the Dutch, and likewife

the bad confcquences, which might rcfult to his government, and

confequently to the Company, from the addition of influence

and confequence, which any other European power in India might

derive from territorial pofleflions, requcfled the affiftancc of the

troops to recover the alienated diftridts, fliould the Dutch refufe to

relinquifli their claims in an amicable manner -j-- But the Prefi-

dency, though fenfible of the danger and inconvenience of per-

mitting any other Company to incrcafe their power on the coaft,

fhewed an unwillingncfs to adopt a ineafure, which might be ,con-

ftruded into a violation of treaties fubfifting between the Crown of

Great Britain and the States of the United Provinces *. They con-

fultcd therefore, Sir Robert Harland, his Majcfly's Miniftcr Pleni-

potentiary, on that fubjed ; and he gave it clearly as his opinion,

that " the Company's afhfiing the Nabob, in recovering lands nn-

" juflly alienated by his Feudatory, could be conlidercd, in no re-

Jt Rnus's Appcr.ilix, p. 1216. <1 Ibid. p. 1362.

% Ibid. No. XXJJ. |). 1217, izi8. 4 Ibid.

II
ibid. p. 1217. » Ibid.

« fped,
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*' fped, as an infringement of treaties, which could not have re- ^ '.' ^ J'-

V*JI,
" garded any encroachments wantonly made on dominions, to the ^ -.- _
" difpofal of which the Crown, much lefs the Company, had no right.

That as the Prefidency, as auxiliaries, had adlually affifted the Na-
" bob, in the reduiTlion of Tanjore, it was equally incumbent upon
" them to give their aid to put him in poffenion of the country de-

" pendent on that capital. That he himfelf, as the reprefentative of

" the King of Great Britain, would have no objection to afiift the

" Company with the force under his command, fhould it be re-

" quired '[-."

The Prefidency were fenfiblc, " that from the I'yftem of govern- Conduaof

.

t' ment, and the nature of tenures in India, the Rajah of Tanjore, '

'

'« not being Lord Paramount of his country- but tributary to the

" Nabob, had no right to alienate any part of his lands, without

*' the confent of his Liege Lord, the Ruler of the Carnatic Payen-

t* ghaut * ;" but notwithftanding this refolution of the Prefidency)

the army, who expe(£ted little benefit from a conteft with Europe-

ans, fhewed an apparent unwillingnefs to proceed on that fervice ij;

;

and " confequently, nothing was done with fpirit §." Accounts of

this unwillingnefs were foon carried to Negapatnam ; and the Dutch

became confequently obftinate ^. The troops were, at length, pre-

vailed on to proceed, but with a peculiar refinement on the opera-

tions of war. The Nabob's troops were placed in the front, to ex-

pel the Dutch ; and thofe of the Company were only to affift, in

cafe of neceflity, hoping, by this fubterfuge, to feem not to have

afted againft the Dutch. This conceit was pradifed with fuch a Aflairs fet-

mlnutc ceremony, that fome of the Company's Officers, who led

the Nabob's cavalry, " unfaflied, and declared themfelves off

t Roiis's Appendix, No. XXVIl. p. 1363. § Sir llobcrt Hailand to the Secretary of

* Ibid, p. ij.'-S. Sta'.e, Oa. zpth, 1773.

i Ibid. No. XXVII. FaHim. f Ibid.

Gg 2 " duty."
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*• duty §." But the Dutch thought proper to relieve them from

their embarrafl'ment, by relinquifhing the territory and town of Na-^

gore to the Nabob, upon his replacing the money which they had

paid to the Rajah ||.

Tanjore fell Thus fell Tanjore into the hands of the Nabob of the Carnatic,

conqueiu"
' by a regular conqueft accomplifhed in a folemn and necellary war.

To the inconteftible right which that Prince acquired by this event,

to the territory of his dangerous and rebellious feudatory, was added

The King of jjig nm<Slion of the King of Great-Britain, not only in the perfon of
Great Britain .ti-i i- c t

gives his his reprefentaiive ading in India by the authority or the great leal,

thatconqoeft but cven by his Majefly's perfonal approbation of the meafure.

p"rron,°''" Sir Robert Harland had ordered, at the defire of the Prcfidency,

two of his Majefty's (hips, the Dolphin and the Swallow, to bring

troops and ftores from Mafulipatam, to affifl; at the redudlon of Tan-

andbyhis jorc. He, at the fame time, fignified to the Governor and Council,

p^enipoten-
^^^^^ fliould they find it expedient for the prefent fervice, he was

ready to land the marine forces under his command to do duty in

the garrifons or to a£l in the field. He afllired them, that fliould

they judge it neceflary to require any further affiftance of his Ma-

jefty's fhips, or of the force under his command, they had only to

fignify their wiflies; as he was well-difpofed to co-operate with them,

in every thing, for the public good *. His Majefty had approved

©f the firft expedition againft Tanjore, in a letter under his own

hand? and it may confequcutly be inferred, that he approved of the

fecond expedition, which was founded upon the fame grounds of

juftice, expediency, and neceflity. The words in his Majefty's letter

to the Nabob, which is dated April 7, I772t. are fhefe :
" It gave

** us fatisfadion to hear, that the Governor and Council of Madras

fi, Rous's Appendix, No. XXVII. paflim. • Rous's Appendix, No. XXVII. p. 1134,

y The //«<r»«raW< Company have agreed, in 1135.

their late difpatches to accept from tlic Rajih f Papers publiftied by the Company in 1777,

the to* n and diftrifls thus nboughl by the vol. i.p. iv.

Nabob.
" had
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" had fent the Company's tfoops with yours to reduce your tri-

.

*' butary the Rajah of Tanjore to obedience, in which wc hope, by

** the bleflingof God, they will be fuccefsful j:."

To this approbation of the Crown and affiflance of its Plenipo-

tentiary, with refpedl to the meafures againft Tanjore, was added

the acquiefcence of the Court of Directors, if in their cafe, as in that

of others, the old addage may be applied, that " Silence is confent.'

They had not even been filent on this fubje£t; for the expedition

of the year 1771 differed in no refpe£l, in its caufe and objed, from

that of 1773. The Court of Dire<ftors had been fully and regularly

informed of the motives which had induced the Prefidency to give

the affiftance of the Company to the Nabob, in the firft of thofe ex-

peditions; and they had approved of every part of the condudl of

the Prefidency down to the month of January 1772 §. On the 20th

of September 1773, juft three days after the taking of Tanjore, the

Prefident and Council informed the Directors, that they had been

imanimous in their opinion in favour of the meafure, for the rcafons

fet forth in their proceedings!]. This difpatch was received in

H A p,

Vli.

Tne Com-
pany acqui-

efce in the

conqueH.

Faft to erta-

blifli that

point.

I It is thought proper to throw th» whole

of the letter into this note, as it cortains fome

of thofe folemn afiurances of fupport, which

the Crown is hound, in honour as well as inte-

tei\, to give to the Nabob.

" George the Third, ic. &c &c. To Nabob
" Wallajih, Sec. Nabob of Arcot and the

" Carn;itic."

" We received with plcafure your iettfr, in

* which you exprefs to us your gratitude for

*' the additional naval force which we have

" fent for your fecurity, as well as that of e*r

" Eaft India Company, and your conf i dekce,

" that we fhall tread in the fleps of our royal

*' grandfather, by granting protection
•• to you and your family. We have given

" our Commander in Chief and Plenipoien-

" tiary. Sir Robert Harland, our inilrudions

" for that purpofe, and we fiatier curfelves

" that he will reconcile the dilFerer.cts which

" have arifen between you and the Company's
" fervants .igjinll ycur mutoal intercli. It

" gave us fatisfaflion to hear that the Governor
" and Council of Madias had (ent the Coht-
" pany's troops with yours to rtdjce your
" TRIBUTARY, the Rajah of Tanjore, to obe-

" dience, in whith, we hope, by the blelfing of
" God, they will bi- fuccef-tui ; and fo we bid

" ycu farcwel, wiihing health and profpe:ity

" to you and your iamily.

" Given at our Court at St. James's, the

" 7th day of April 1772, in the I2ih
" year of our reign,

" Your aftVdionate friend,

" GEORGE, R."

§ Vide thanks of the Court to Mr. Du Pre,

Augull 1773. Mr. Du Pit's Vindication, lalt

page.

II
Rous's Appendix, No, XXVIf. p. 13(11.

London.
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CHAP. London on the 26th of March 1774 IF: three weeks at leaft before

<•_—

^

' the latter fi:iips of the feafon failed for India. On the 24th* and

29th of Odobcr 1773, the Prefidency tranfraitted an account of

their tranfaiStions, and tjie motives of their condud . relative to the

conqueft of Tanjare, to the Court of Direcftors; and both thofe

difpatches came to the India Houfc, on the 2C>lh of March 1774 f-

The Selett Committee, ou the 29th of Odober 1773, entered into

a detail of th^ motives and reafons which, weighed with them in tl'Je

refplution which they had takien to afhft the Nabob in reducing Tanjore,

fending, at the fame time, a copy of their proceedings to the Com-

pany ; and " v,e truft," fay they, " that our condu<£l will meet

" with your approbation :j:." This letter was alfo received on the

26th of March 1774 §; but though the Court of Direftors were

polTcfled of the whole materials, and had fome weeks to deliberate

on the fubje£t, before the failing of the latter fhips, they remained

totally filent.

Their entire Though, in the courfe of the fummer 1774, feveral other dif-
acquiefcence

proved. patches, relative to the conqueft of Tanjore and the ftibfequent mea-

furcs, which arofe from that tranfa<ftion, the Court of Dire£lors

entered into no examination, formed no refolution, made even no

mention at all of the fubjc(St. They paffed it over as a matter of

courfe, an event which had arifcn from expediency, and even ne-

ceflity ; a tranfadlion, which had been the natural confequence of

the Company's connexion with the Nabob, and the propriety of

fupporting the rights and dignity of his government, over his vaf-

fals, according to their own uniform and rejx^atcd orders to their

fervants ||. The winter of 1774, and the firll two months of

1775, paflcd away, in the fame filent approbation of the conduiS of

«1 Rous's Appendix, No. XXVIF. p. l^'JI. % Ibid. p. 1367.
* Ibid. S Ih=d. p. 1366.

i Ibid. p. 1364. Il
Mnrih 17, 1769. March 23; 1770, .ic.

the



THE EAST- INDIA COMPANY. 2ô'

the Prcfidency of Fort St. George, relative to the conquefl: of Tan- ^ HA P.

jore. The Directors of 1773 had, in the moft public and decifive y. ^ .

/

manner, approved of the expedition of 177 1, which differed neither

injuftice nor propriety from that of 1773. They had thanked

Mr. Du Pre, who had concerted and executed the meafure, for his

eminent fervices to the Company, in every part of his conduct,

during his government, and, in particular, in his support of the

rights of the Nabob. They had rewarded Mr. Haftings, who

had been Second in Council at Fort St. George, when the expedition

of 1771 was planned and executed, with the government of Ben-

gal. For near thirteen months after intelligence of taking Tanjore

was received, at the India-Houfe, the Court of Dire£lors, like their

predeceffbrs in 1773, ^^'^'"'^ ^^ have entirely approved of the mea-

fure, by their total filence on the fubjedl. It was not till the 12th

of April, 1775, the very day on which the Court of Proprietors

were met to chufe new Diredors, that the old difapproved, cen-

fured, ftigmatized, and reverfed not only the meafures of their pre-

deceffbrs but even their own. How and from whence this fuddcn

light fell on the India-Houfe, and kindled in the minds of the

Diredlors, when their power was juft expiring, fuch a fervour

for juflice, is lefs important, than it is difficult to explain.

The more points, in which the fubjed of Tanjore is viewed, "^j. 'i'!!*'''"''

the lefs dcfencible will the fubfequent conduct of the Diredors of

1775 appear. It has been already proved, beyond the p<jwer of a
(^I'j °^'"'ir,j

iuft reply, that Mahommed Ali poffeffed the onlv fovcreign authority "f f">'y love-

J I J ^ t ^ o J rcign power.

in the Carnatic. That the Company, neither by charter nor even

by ufurpation, cither could poffefs, or even pretended to hold any

fovereignty in that country. That in no war, which, either the

difobedience or ambition of the Nabob's vaffals might kindle, or Company h.-.d

n- 1 /-I 1 , • t
"" riolit to

render ablolutely necenary, the Company had any right to appear, appear n,

as principals. That, by their connexion with Mahommed Ali, their ^''""P" ^*

intcreft in the fecurity of his government, they thought themfelves

2 bound
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^ ^^ ^' bound in duty to appear as his allies, when he found himfelf

obliged to take the field againfl; foreign invaders or refradory

appear a; his fubjcds. That the fcrvants of the Company abroad never claimed

.L
'

any Other title to themfelves, than that of allies, nor to their troops~ ney never ' • *

claimed any but that of auxiliaries to the government of the Carnatic. That,
o:h-'r l:tK", . , ,^,__. ii-»/-»i 111

in the two expeditions agamlt Tanjore, the rrehdency had been uni-

D cla'eilurr- formly carcful to mention, in almoft all their minutes on the fub-

are"^"'
'

J^*^' ^'^^'- ^^^^^^' foi'ccs were Only auxiliaries in the Nabob's army.

That, as they had laid no claim to the war, as their own, they had

mofi: folemnly relinquillied every idea of having any right to the

making of peace. That, in the firft expedition, they were fo fen-

fiblc of their own want of every right to interfere, they acquiefced

in a treaty, which they declared to be infecure ; and withdrew their

troops from the walls of Tanjore, when a pratilicablc breach was

made. That, when the expedition of 1 773 was undertaken, the

Governor and Council, who were vefted with definitive powers rela-
Difjvows

cicry claim tivc to all agreements with Indian princes, difavowed every claim to

any conqueft, that might be made. That having accordingly al-

fifted the Nabob in making a conqueft, that conqueft was folemnly

The conqueft and irrevocably vefted in that prince, as the acknowldged principal

by'them.
'

J^i the war. That, when a territory is acquired in a regular and

folemn war, by any power, that power has the moft decided, the

moft indifputable and irreverfible title to that conqueft, by the law

of nature and nations. That* by the fame law, both the vidor and

his afligns are to be defended in the pofleflion of whatever he has

Theabfclutc taken from his enemies f. That, fliould any other power difpole

quell venc"d In
of territories acquired, by the rights of conqueft, fuch interference

the Nabob. vvould amount to actual hoftilities, and place the injuring party in a

(late of wiir with the party injured. That, fhould the fubje£ts of

f Flato de Leg. lib. i. Aridot. de Repub. vii. cap. 5. Grot. lib. iii. cap. 6. kQ. 2.

Jib. i. cap. 4. Xenophon. de Inft. Cyr. lib. Puffcndorf, lib. vii. cap. 7. fed. 3.

3 any
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any other power, under any pretence whatfoevcr, feize or alter the CHAP.

pofleflion of any conqueft, fuch power is bound by the law of na- <,„,-i^~ .j

ture and nations, to punifh its offending fubjeds, and to make,

from their effedts, due reparation to him, whom they had difpof-

feffed of his undoubted and acknowledged rights. That, fhould 9°™?^"]^ ]?"'

the ftate whofe fubiecSls the offenders are, either negle«St or refufe to invadmgthat

. n • r ... right, &c.

bring them to juftice, fuch flate would commit a violation of the

treaties fubfifling between it and the injured power ; and be fur-

ther acceffory to a flagrant and unpardonable breach of public

faith, fhould it overlook the injuflice done to an ally, by fuch

offenders, for any defpicable advantage to be derived from them,

to itfelf.

H h CHAP.
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CHAP. VIII.

'The Rcjloraiion of Tanjore examined.

CHAP.
VIII.

Caufe of the

fecrecy of the

C( mpany.
Jealoufy of

Comaierce.

Concealment

of plunder.

Reafonswliy

their fecre:s

were fo well

kipt.

Theilift^TCC

o*" I he fccr.e

uf Iniquity.

THE Eaft India Company, ever fince their fiift inflitution,

had induftrioufly, and, till lately, very fuccefsfully, covered

their tranfadions with a veil of fecrecy ; which few had the curio-

fity, and fewer ftill the means to penetrate. This maxim of myf-

tery naturally fprung from the jealous principles of commerce,

which hopes to preclude rivals, by a fupprefhon of its profits. When

ftates and kingdoms, by fcarcely accountable revolutions, came un-

der the management of the Company, the filence, which had been

thought necefiary for preferving commercial advantages, was tl-anf-

ferred to a ftill more neceflary bufincfs, the concealment of plunder.

The principal fervants, having fabricated fortunes under a myfte-

rious cloud, had an intereft in remaining quiet ; and the fear of dif-

miffion, and confequently of ruin, deterred thofe in inferior ftations

from divulging that fmall portion of the delinquency of their fupc-

riors, which fell within their knowledge. Befides, the enviable

fituation of tyranny and pillage, was a prize in the wheel, into

which they had thrown their own lots ; and even a kind of mif-

placcd honour fometimes prevented men of principle from detecting

peculation, injuftice, and vice; to avoid the difgrace, which the

world has, perhaps injudicioully, annexed to the charadler. of an

informer.

The diftancc of the fcene of iniquity naturally diminiHied the Im-

prcfTion made by vague reports of crimes ; and the national curio-

5 fity.
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fity, with regard to the affairs of the Eaft, was Icflcned by the ^ ^\ ^ ^
\ 111,

national averfion to a monopoly, which precludes the people at large <-—. »

c 1 • 1 • 1 • r 1 r-r^i ^ Avi.Tfion of
irom their natural rights to univerlal commerce. The plunder of the nation to

Afia, in a manner, brought the firfl authentic accounts of Afiatic po^/.""""""

revolutions to Europe. Mankind began to enquire, " how, and ^"^ "^^r^^' •= -i
' ' of meir ler-

*' whence fuch fplendor came ;'' and when they faw, that perfons of "anu,

mean parts had amaffed great and fudden riches, they naturally

fufpeded, that rapacity, injuftice and tyranny had fupplied their

want of talents. Inftead of prudently brooding over their ill-crot ^"'^ '^^."'

^ •' ° ° oilentation,

hoards, the Company's fervants, upon their return from their pro- create fufpi-

vinces, flew in the face of nobility itfelf; rivalled it in the poffeffion

of lands, outftripped it in diflipation, oftentation, and luxury ; and

fometimes overcame it in parliamentary influence. Jealoufy and

refentment, which are too often more powerful paffions, than a de-

fire of redrefling the injured, excited a degree of revenge. Some

men of talents, who precipitately thought, that national indigna- How a difco-

very was
tion might produce national juft;ice, unveiled fome of the fountains mtde.-

of corruption in the Eaft. Their difcoveries were heard with atten-

tion by the nation ; but a benumbed ftate feconded not the ardour

of the people, for reftoring public honour, by exhibiting examples

of public judice.

An enquiry into abufes,' when it is not followed by animadver- Enquiries not

•nil- rr- followed by

fion and punifliment, inftead of repreffing vice, produces a larger puniihments,

crop of delinquency. The Company's fervants in the Eaft, inftead encourage

crimes.

of " fhortening their hands from vice," if an Afiatic expreftion may

be ufed, on an Afiatic fubjedt, " lengthened" them to every a.Q. of

infolence and oppreflion. Their mafters in the Weft, finding that The Di;ec-

the ftorm, which threatened the mifmanagements of the Company face of tiie

had diffipated without falling, flew in the face of a ftate, which,
'^^'^*

from its inactivity, they had great reafon to defpife. When the The fear of

, . punifliment

fear of future punifliment was removed, former rancour and am- being remov-

TT t_ r.. ed, rancourH h 2 mohty ,,tu,„,d.
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C HA P. mofity returned. To partake of the injuftice, if not to fhare in tHe

^- ^ J peculations of their fervants, a Court of Diredlors, not only re-

ihedccifuns verfed the moft foleinn and decifive meafurcs of their prcdccelfors

ueceffoX&^c. "^ office, but invaded and fruflrated the mofl: facred engagements

of the ftate. Some writers of fpirit and information took arms in

They are the caufe of humanity and juflicc. They dragged forth the delin-

the public quents from the cloud, in which they had involved themfelves, and

brought them bound to the tribunal of the public. The public,

before fentence was palled, fhewed a laudable inclination to hear

the culprits, in their own defence.

They under- The Court of Diredors undertook this defence, with an appear*

own defence, ance of convidion of their own integrity and the reQitude of their

meafures ; a circumflance calculated to impofe upon the world.

In a public advertifement *, they affured their conflituents and the

Promifetore- nation at large, " That from the materials before them, they had

charecs, or to " not the leaft doubt of refuting the heavy charges brought againft

office.
'" " them, which, could they be proved, would not only render tbcm

*' unfit tocondud: the affairs of the Company, but utterly unworthy

" of every degree of public trufl and confidence." To fupport

this precipitate declaration, they proceeded to what they called a

defence of their condu£t. But, when they ought to have ftated

their cafe in the plain and fimple garb which confcious integrity

They over- and truth always chufe and love, they overwhelmed and frightened

w'h^ifthe t^is nation, with many enormous volumes, printed from the heavy

pubiicttith and contradidory records of the Company. The Diredors, by this
cnormoas '

voiumescfre- clumfy artifice, hoped, perhaps, to create a general difgufl againfl a

Hopetodif- fubjcd, which few had abilities and fcarccly any the perfeverance to

rl'n aglTnTt cxpifcate, in fuch a confufed mafs. Under the cover of a dull and
the fubjtdh

jorpid publication, they thought they had fecured a fafe retreat from

further cenfurc. This Afiatic mud-fort formed of confultatioas,

•March z6th, 1777.

difpatches,
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difpatches, and country correfpondences, we have flormed, with CHAP.

lefs danger than labour; and, we truO, we have had the good for- < ^—

'

tune to difcomfit an aukward enemy, by turning on him his own artiikry turn-

• ,, cd upcn
artillery. themkhes.

Though the Court of Eafl: India Diredors have failed, in their Thedulnefs

,,,. ._._,. of their pub-
folemn engagements to the public, to juftiry their own condud re- lication has,

lative to their behaviour towards the Nabob of Arcot and the pre- ralibdTdif-

tendcd f reftoration of Tanjore, it is feared, that " by crawling over
f()f j-^b^i^'^

** the fubjedt, they have rendered it difguftful to the generality

*' of readers, by the flime of their h^avy papers." Our apprehen- w^<^'' ^^"''f '-

flons on that head will render it perhaps neceflary to recapitulate pi^u'atioane-

ce.Tary.

fome capital points, which have been more difFufely examined and

proved in the preceding part of this work. Where any doubts may

arife in the mind of the reader of this chapter, he is referred to the

pages in which the fubje£t is treated at large, under the evidence of

unqueftionable authorities. In fhort, inftead of following the ex- Rf^iois for
^ ... reducing :n<o

ample of our opponents, whofe obvious intention has been to reftore a namnv

the tranfadions of the Company to their original obfcurity and un- preceding

certainty, we fhall endeavour to develope truth, and to prefent her,
^^^'

in her native fimplicity, before the eye of the public. Whatever the

decifion of that public may be on the fubjed, we fhall think ourfelves

fufficiently rewarded by the confcioufnefs of having expofed ini-

Q.UITY andfupported justice.

It has appeared that the Eafl: India Companvi which was nrft ConJuaof
the Corn-

formed in a period of time unfavourable to commerce, had carried P^ny-

into its original inftitution and management, the narrow principles injuftlce of

of mean traders:]:. That the managers of their affairs at home had ^''hcnie!'"^

f We fliall have ocoafion hereafter to niew, of ftraw againft the Nabob, to promote an

that the reftoration of Tulja-ji i.otwithllanding auftion cf corruption in the Carnatic,

the pompous virtue e.vprefl'ed in the orders of J Hiftory and Management of the Ead Iiidia .

April 12, 1775. «\as but a ciuel moci<ery of Company, p. 3, 12, 13.

thkt Rajah, who has been only raifed as a Jigure

veryv
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very early ufurped an abfolute dominion over the ftock-holders ; and

had, by private contrails, unjuft dedudlions, and iniquitous frauds,

embezzled their property §. That their principal fervants abroad,

following the example of their fuperiors, or obeying their orders
||

had been guilty of treachery to the natives of India, and of aQs of

cruelty, injuftice, and oppreffion to their fellow-fubjeds IT. That

when they were called to account by the Great Mogul for their in-

juflice to his fubjedts, their conduit in adverfity was as mean, ab-

jeit, and fubmiflivc, as their infolence and haughtinefs had been

intolerable in profperity*. That when the mifmanagements of the

Company forced, in a manner, their affairs into parliamentary dif-

cuffion, they were dctedted in perverting public juflicc, by corrupt-

ing the venal and bribing the profligate f. That, after the two

Companies were united, in the beginning of the prefent century,

the fame attention to felf-intereft, the fame eager purfuit of perfonal

gain, continued among the leaders at home; and the fame tyranny,

circumvention, and fraud, among the principal fervants abroad
."f.

That when the Company, by various revolutions in Afia, afcended

from the condition of tradcfs to that of sovereigns, they mul-

tiplied their ails of injuftice, in proportion to the extent of their

power §. That though fome men of talents and fome of integrity,

had frequently the management of affairs at home and abroad, few

of thefe could divert themfelves of the confined principles of avarice

and felf-intereftednefs||. That inflead of behaving themfelves like

dutiful fubjeds to the ftate, with whofe juft authority the real

interefls of the Company are clofely and infcparably conneded, the

§ Hidcry and Management of the Eafl India

Company, p. I 3.

11
Ibid. p. 14.

fl ibid. p. 14.1 15. Hamilton, vol. i. Har-

ris, vol. ii. Doddey, vol. il. Univ. Hill.

vo',

• 1'. 16. Hamilton, vol. i.

t P. 17. Journals of the Commons, Aprij

1695.

I P. 19,20, 21, &c. Harris, vol. ii. Dodf-

Icv, vol. ii. Hamihon, paflim.

§ Vide the whole of this work, with the un-

doubted authorities on which it is founded,

U P. 160, ct paflTim.

managers
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manaQ;ers of their affairs infulted the commiffion of their Sovereign, ^ ^^ -^ ^^
b

^ ^

6 ' vjll.

difregarded the public faith, and trampled upon a national guaran- v——v f

tee. That thefe principles, as they proceed chiefly from radical

defe(Els in the conftitution of the Company, call aloud for the cor- diifi c.<h

redtinghand of the legiHaiure, to prevent future mifchiefs by new corrcfting

'

regulations, if not to punifli former delinquencies.
liamert

^*'^'

In the courfe of the preceding work, it has been proved, that They uni-

the Company's fervants uniformly were confidered and owned themrd°rs"

themfelves the fubjedls of the Mogul, in all parts of that mo-
Jj^^J]'"^''"

narch's dominions, where they poffeffed fettlements *. That, efpe-

cially in the Carnatic, when they took up arms, upon any occafion,

they avowed that they only performed their duty, as fubjedls of the

Mogul empire, according to their original condition and tenure ia

the country and the fundamental principles of the Mogul govern-

ment f. That they confidered and always acknowledged the Na- They ac-

bob of Arcot, as the mediate power, between them and the Mogul, th'e°\rb(fb

to whom their allegiance and fupport was due, as faithful and ap- poV^rf
'^'*

proved fubjeds |. That they knew and owned, that Mahommed
Ali, the prefent Nabob of the Carnatic, was the lawful Nabob

of that country, by the free and legal Saneds of the Mogul, as well

as of his deputy, the viceroy of the Decan §. That they looked

upon the French Company, who had been eftabliflied in the Car-

natic, on the very fame footing with themfelves, in the light of

REBELS, for carrying on war againft Mahommed Ali ||. That, in lowhomthejt

the perfon of their governor, Mr. Pigot, they fignified their wi(h cnc"°

" to carry on their bufinefs, iif2der that prince's protedlion, as they

* P. 20. Hainilton, vol. i. Rous's Ap- J ]bid.

pcrdix, No. L p. 15. Ibid. p. 9. Governor § Ibid.

Saunders to tlie French Dcpiiiics, Feb. 15th,
|{ Govcnor Saunders, Feb. i -th, 17-j.

1754. Mr. Pigot to N.ibob, Auguft 5th, 1759. Lawrence's iXarraiive, p. 5.

-j- P. 112, Governor Saunders, ubi fjpra,

« did'
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" did 7/u^/fr that of former Subadars *." That, upon the whole,

as no revohition has happened in the Carnalic, no breach upon the

legal appointment of Mahommed Ali, to the government of that

country, the Company and their fervants ftill continue, in the

fame relation to that Nabob, as they had uniformly flood with re-

gard to his predcceflbrs and to himfelf. That, in the double ca-

pacity of fubjeds to Great Britain, and to the government of the

country, where the fettlement is placed, the Company, neither had

nor have any right, to become principals in any war ; and that they

can only appear, as allies, auxiliaries or mercenaries. That in

none of thefe characters, they have any right whatfoever to either

the pofleiTion or the difpofal of conquefts ; and, that their claiming

the one or arrogating the other is a violation of their duty, as fub-

jeds of Great Britain, as well as of the country government.

To demonftrate the indifputed right of the Mogul to the Car-

natic and all its dependencies, by conqueft, the hiftory of that coun-

try has been deduced from the earlieft times. It has been proved,

that, as early as the year i3lo-f, a Gentoo prince reigned in th«

Carnatic, who was fovereign of the provinces of Canara, Myfore,

Travancore, Tanjore, Marava, and Madura!}:. That this prince,

to defend himfelf againft the incurfions of the Mahommedans, had

built the city of Bigenagur§, in the mountains, about eighty geo-

metrical miles to the fouth-eaft of Goa ||. That this city, which

gave its name to the kingdom of which it was the capital, was at-

tacked and taken, in the year 1565, by the united force of the four

Mahommedan principalities of the Decan **. That, In a war which

commenced in 1650, the whole Cainatic was entirely reduced under

the yoke of the Mahommedan kings of Bijapour and Tellingana -ff.

• Mr. Pigot to the Nabob, Aug. 5th, 1759,

and |i'ne Z3d, 1760.

f I'. 142. Dow, vol. i.

j Dc Fariji, vol. i. p. 95. vol. ii. p. 83. 143.

§ Dow, vol. i.

II
Lettres lidifiantcs, torn, xxlii.

*• De Faria, p. 252.

ft Dow, vol. iii.

That
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That in the years 1686 and 1687, the emperor Aurungzebe con-

quered the kingdoms of Bijapour and Tellingana. That the Naigs

of Tanjore, by that conqueft, became feudatories and vaflals of

the empire X- 1 hat about the year 1 6g6, nine years after the re-

dudion of the kingdoms of Bijapour and Tellingana, one Ecko-ji,

a Maratta, fervant to the king of Bijapour, having been called by

the hereditary Naig of Tanjore to his affiftance, feized the country,

which he had been called to defend §. That the Mogul Nabob of

the Carnatic reduced Sahu-ji, the. fon of the ufurper, to an abfolute

dependence on the empire. That the Nabob impofed upon the

vanquiftied Sahu-ji, an annual tribute of thirty lacks of rupees ||.

That, in confideration of that fum and his entire fubmiflion to the

mandates of the Mogul, that monarch conferred upon him the title

of Rajah, by an imperial Phirmun *. That, during an irregular

fucceflion

CHAP.
VIII.

Corquercdby
the Moguls.

Ecko-ji fcizes

Tanjore.

His Ton re-

duced bv the

Nabob cf the

Carnatic ;

who impofes

upon him a

tribute of 30
lacks a-year.

Mogul gires

him the title

of Rajsh,

t P. S^. 57-

§ P- 57-

II
375. o^c'-

• Ccwhammafrom Nabob Zulpbukar Cai.Kit Da-

hai/dsr. Nabob of the Carnatic, to Sahougee,

theSon of Echo ji, Naig or Zemindar ofTanjore.

" I have received your obligation in writing,

containing aflurances of your humiliation, fub-

miflion, penitence, and dejeflion, and of your

avoiding your former untoward conduft, and

not afiirting Ramah, begging pardon for your

pall faults, and engaging to become a faithful

fubjeft of the Empire ; and alfo engaging to

pay an annual tribute of thirty lack of rupees,

twenty lack you will pay now, with jewels and

elephants, and ten the rext year ; and in the

room of furnifhing me with a force, you will

deliver up to me the forts of Pollatncottab, Cii-

toners, and Tank, with their dillrifls ; and

alfo Cantenanaegoody, Sheamufly, Tiitlegoo-

dynar, Imrapoor, EKanafoor, Haulcooret, and

Pandalum, &c. which you took from Ram
Rage ; and further, begging to haVe the gra-

cious Phirmaun, pardoning your faults, and

1 i

giving you the title of Rajafi, ,nnd the Zemin-

(fery of Tanjore.—Though your faults, from

the beginning to this time, do not merit for-

givenefs, and by the blefllng of God, the re-

dudion of Tanjore was as good as accomplifh-

ed, yet as the Imperial court is replete with

mercy and forgivenefs, and the fervants there-

of are ever difpofed to pardon offences, con-

fidering your humiliation and fubniidlve en-

treaties, 1 have agreed to your propofal, on

condition of your difchargiiig the Hipulated

tribute, and not by any means afTifling the

rebellious Ramah.— I have fivorn by the King,

who is the (hadow of the Moft High (for whofe

fafety may thoufands give their lives) and hav-

ing marked this paper «ith the palm of my
hand, have ftnt it you, as an afl'urance that

jou may, in peace of mind and in confidence,

difchacoe your tribute, deliver up the forts and

diftrifts, a\oid any connexion with the rebel,

and not aft in any m.nnner whatfcever, con-

traiy 10 orders ; that we may write to the

prtfence of the King, and obtain for you his

gracious Phirmaun, cranting ycu forgivcncCs

of
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fucceflion of the pofterity of Ecko-ji in Tanjore, the fettled tribute

was paid, and the feudatory fervices performed, by that country,

for more than tliirty years
-f-.

That, when the Rajah proved re-

fractory, his fuperior, the Nabob of Arcot, feized his country, as a

forfeiture to the empire, and threw the revolted vaffal into prifon,

as a punifhment for his contumacy J. That, though the Rajah,

during troubles, which arofe in the Carnatic, recovered his liberty

and government, he continued fubje(ft to the empire of the Moguls;

and was accountable for his tribute and feudal duties to the Nabob

of Arcot, the mediate power between him and the throne.

During the wars, which arofe on the coaft of Coromandel, from

the ambition of the French and the intrigues of M. Dupleix, it has

been {hewn, that the Rajah of Tanjore not only negleded to pay

his tribute, but aded a very undutiful and faithlefs part towards

of your faults, and giving you the title of Ra-

jah, and the Zemindary of Tanjore,—by
ivbich you will be honoured and exalted!"

Tranjlation of an Obligation to Zulphukar

Caiun Bahauder, from Sauhouget, Zemiit-

dar of Tanjore.

" It having pleafcd the mod high and

mighty Zulphukar Cawn, Nabob, to intend

taking Tanjore from mc Sahoiitree, Zemindar

thereof,— F do hereby promife and engage to

adl differently fiotn my (ormer condutt, and to

have no conneflion with, and give no afCliance

to, Ram Rage, but faithfully and humbly to

pay fiibmiffion 10 the Imperial court of his

high M.jerty, which ^ is like Solomon's in

glory and magnificence ; and being convinced

that remaining his fdithful fQbjc(5t miyfl contri-

bute to my prefent and future welfare and ad-

vantage, I theicfore fubmit m\f::lf to his or-

de:s, and promife to fcrvc him as his vafTal ;

and f have agreed to pay him a tribute of

thirty lacks of rupees annually. I will now
pay twenty lacks in ready money, jeA-els, and

elephants, and I will be aufwcrabie for ten

lack in the next year; and inftead of furnifh-

ing the faid Nabob, in his expedition againft

Gingee, with a thoufand horfe and four thou-

fand Sepoys from my troops (as was intecdea),

1 will deliver him up three forts, lix.. Pollam-

cottah, Cittoners, and Tank, with tlitir dif-

ttidb; and alfo Culmanargoody, Sheeniufty,

Tuttegoodynar, Imrspoor, Elvanfore, HauU
cocrchy and Pandalum, &c. which I took

from liam Rage ; all which I give the faid

Nabob as a tribute. 1 hope, as a fervant of the

Court, to receive the gracious Phirmaun in

my name, through the means of the faid Na-
bob, giving to me the title of Rajah, and the

Zemindary of Tanjore. 1 promife that I will

by every means, fupport a connedion with the

garrifons, vvhich arc placed in the ne\\ -con-

quered countries; and I will not, in any re-

fpcfl, be guilty of difobedience, or deviate

from the path of fubjtttion, Given this

7th of Sh.ivaul, in the 33th year of his Ma-
jefty's reign."

f Rous's .Appendix, No. IV'. p. 70.

X P. 60.

hU



THE EAST-INDIA COMPANY. 243

his fuperior the Nabob and the Englifh Company *. That though

he fent a force to aflHl them in 1752, it was after they had ob-

tained a manifeft fuperiority, by the jundion of the Marattas and

Myforeans f . That when they had loft that fuperiority in 1753,

he amufed them with infidious proinifes, whilft he adluallv treated ^^^'""''f." ' them wiin iit-

with their enemies .'il.
That his condudt during the whole war, was C^ious pro-

niifts.

not only uniformly deceptions §, but that he privately correfponded correfpcnds

with the enemy ||, entertained their agent at his capital ^, ftopt provi- ''"'' '''^

fions from being fent to the Englifh army, and difconcerted their

operations **. That, though the French attacked his capital in 1 758,

he exhibited marks of animofity againft the Englilh, and, when he

thought their fortune on the decline, when Madras was beficged,

he not only refufed afliftance to them and his fuperior, the Nabob,

but treated their reprefentative, Major Calliaud, with every mark ^"^"'^ '!'?"^

' J ' / agent with

of difrefpeft and contempt ff. That, though the power of the French <^ontempt.

manifeftly declined, when they were forced to raife the fiege of

Madras, he not only refufed affiftance to his fuperior the Nabob, but

anfwered the requeft of the Prefidency with a farcafm upon their

condudl XX'

Notwithftanding the treaty of 1 762, which fettled the tribute ofTan- The treaty of

... . 1762 raifes

jore, at lefs than half the fum paid in the moft regular times, was fo fa- no gratitude

vourable to Pretaupa Sing, it has appeared, that he fhewed fo little in-

clination to be punctual, in performing his part of the terms, that no-

thing but his terror from the troops, marching to the ficge of Madura,

could induce him to pay his fccond Kift §§. When, upon the death Succeeded by

of Pretaupa, in December 1763 ||||, his fon Tulja-ji fucceeded to the

Rajafhip, he improved on his father's obftinacy and crimes. Having

•• Lawrence's Narrative.

ft Orme, vol. il, p. 437.

\\ Ibid. p. 465.

§§ Rous's Appendix, No. XIII. p. 189.

nil Iliid.,p. %%, 85,

i 2 removed

tt
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CHAP, removed the legitimate branches of his own family, either by the

>
, ' dagger or bowl 1|, he formed a clofe connexion and eftablidied a fe-

his relations, cret correfpondence, with Ifoph Chan, then in a£tual rebellion, and

Correfponds beficged in Madura, by the Nabob and Englifh ^. When a war

was kindled between Hyder Ali and the Englifl^, the Rajah, though

Affifts Hyder,
he had obtained, at the time, favours from the Prefidency, afliftcd

their enemy with money §§. When that chief invaded the Carna-

tic in 1769, Tulja-ji alfifted him with money and provifions "||,

which enabled him to carry the war to the gates of Madras, and to

conclude a peace on his own terms. Hyder Ali was fo fenfible of

the Rajah's fervices, and the Rajah fo certain of the protedlion and

cX'r"5fend-" affiihnce of that chief, that Hyder infifted, his new ally fliould

inghiminthe be Comprehended in the treaty Hf^, which he di£iated, in a maimer,
treaty '

to the Prefidency in April 1769. Though the Prefidency, by a fub-

terfuge, to which they endeavoured to affix a meaning ff, infifted

upon including the Rajah in the treaty, as their friend, he did not

confider himfclf in that light; but, on the contrary, depending upon

\\c pays not the power of Hyder Ali, flopped the payment of the flipulated tri-

his tribute.
butc, which became due, juft three months after the treaty of April

i7G9was concluded**.

Dircaofs ir- It has appeared, that the Court of Direilors were fo fenfible of

tondud. the duplicity and treachery of the Rajah, and fo. much irritated at

the whole of his conduct, that, on the 17th of March 1769, they

Orders for fgi^j; pofitivc Orders to the Prefidency, toaffift the Nabob in bringing
brinying him

_

•' o o

to account. to a fcvere account his uhdutiful vaflal *. That the Court plainly

were of opinion, that the treaty of 1762 had not abridged any part

of the conjlitutional rights of the Carnatic over Tanjore. That they

confidered that country, as a paut of the Carnatic; and its Rajah

II
Rous's Appendix, No. XIII. p. 198. \\ Ibid.

f P. 147. •• Rous's Appendix, No. XXV. p. 939.

^^ P. 1^5. • P. 164, 165. Diredlors to the Govcrror

ll Mr. Du P.c's Vindication, p, 15. and Council, and to the Scled Committee,

f«I Ibid. Maidi 17th, 1769.

2 only
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only a Zemindar of that province f. That he had not only de- CHAP,

ferved chaflifement for his condudl ; but that the Company were ^ —>,- ^
bound to affift the Nabob againft his refradory feudatory :j;.Til n 1 inrii r r Rca'bns why
It has been lliewn, that the ouenlible reafons, for not cxe- thofe onJers

cuting thofe orders, proceeded from circumftances very different §, ciuedl"*'

^^^"

from any amendment in the behaviour of the Rajah. That the Pre- Prefidency

fidency, who were, by no means, prejudiced in favour of the Na-
f^v'eschTttife'

bob, declared that the Rajah certainly deferved chaftifement, for '"^"'•

having affifted the enemy of the Carnatic, with money and provi-

fions, and for delaying the payment of the peifhcuifh, fettled by the

treaty of 1762 j|. That, in the end of the year 1770, the Rajah's

corrcfpondence with Hyder and the Marattas, which two powers he 5*^"^""

invited to an invafion of the Carnatic, was difcovered, by the Prefi- Maraitas to

. ... invade the

dency, as well as the Nabob 1. That, whilft he folicited foreign Carnatic.

enemies to attack the Nabob, he himfelf actually took up arms againft ^^ becomes
"^

_ the aggreffor.

the dependents and yafials of that prince ^. That when the Englifli

Prefident wrote to the Rajah to fufpend hoflilities, inftead of paying

attention to that application, he conveyed infult and impertinence, in
a^'fj" "o "if

his anfwer **. That, upon the whole, the intrigues of the Rajah, I'reiiaent.

with the avowed enemies of the Carnatic, his taking up arms againft Various rca-

the dependents of a prince, to whom he himfelf was tributary ff, ucking him.

his breach of the treaty of 1762, of which the Company were gua-

rantees, his oppofition to the Englifh commerce, his connexion with

other European factories, his avowed difobedience to his fuperior,

his ingratitude to his protedtors, his behaviour in the late war, the

danger that might refult from his known charader, in any future

war, rendered it juft, expedient and necefTary, to bring him to a

fevere account *.

f p. i6j. + Ibid.

J Ibid. •• Ibid. No. XXI. p. 609.

§ Rous's Appendix, No. XXV, p. 939. -ft Prefident to Nabob, I'eb. 20th, 1 77 1.

[I

Ibid. • Kous's .\ppendix, No. XXII. p. 685.

•I Ibid. No. XXn. p. 569.
Though
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Though the condud of the Rajah appeared to the Prefidency to

merit the ultimate chaftifement of war, it has been ihewn, that the

Nabob preferred negociation to hoftility '}". That when the dccifion

of arms became neceffary J, he vefled his eldeft fon with powers, to

accommodate matters with the Rajah §. That when an agent was

fent with letters to Tanjore, from the Prefident, the General, and

the young Nabob, Tulja-ji treated him with indignity, and his dif-

patches with contempt ||. That notwithftanding, when a pradlica-

ble breach was made, a peace was concluded, fo favourable to the

Rajah, that the Prefidency exprefled the higheft dilfatisfaition, oa

that head ^. That, from the known character and views of Tulja-ji,

it was the opinion of the Prefidency, that a fecond expedition againft

Tanjore would foon become neceffary ,(. ; and that nothing fhort of

the abfolute redudion of the Rajah could preferve the peace of the

Carnatic. That this opinion was verified by the fubfequent conduit

of the Rajah, who renewed his intrigues, with foreign powers, as

foon as the guns, which had breached his walls, were withdrawn

from the batteries **. That he demanded fuccours from the Marat-

tas ft, affured Hydcr, that he had no other protedor *, promifed to

aflifl that chief, in difmembering the Carnatic X^, entered into in-

trigues, treaties and agreements for a military affiftance, with the

Dutch of Ncgapatnam, Danes of Tranqucbar §§, and French at Pon-

dichcrry 1|||. That, inflead of treating the juft authority of his fupe-

rior, with becoming refped, he had retufed, upon requifition, to

affifl him with troops, in terms of his tenure ^IT. That he received,

+ Rous's Apperdix, No. XXII. p.

687. 693.

: Ibid. p. 728.

§ Iliid. p. 721.

II
Ihij No. XXIV. p. 8^5, 866.

f Ibid. No. XXII. p. 831, 8c2.

XXV. p. 929, 950, 931.

4- Ibid. No. XXll. p. 799.

686, •* iWd. No. XXV. 934. No. XXVII.

p. 1107, I loS, 1109.

t! Ibid. .\o. XV. p. 230.

• ImJ. No. XXVli. p. nil, &c.

t; Ibid.

No- {) Ibid. p. 1 113, Ac.

|l!|
Mr. Du I'ic'a \ indication, [j.irtlm.

^^ Roub'i Appendix, No. XX\'!I. p. 1109.

proteded
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proieded and aided the enemies of the Nabob 4-, encouraged depre- C ii A P.

dations in his country **, and negleded to pay the money tt> ftipu- »——,^_ t

Breaks the

treaty to

wliich he had
fvvorn.

lated by the agreement, to the oblervance of which he had folemnly

fworn, in the month of Odober 1771 %%•

Upon the whole, it has been fhewn, that the Rajah, by with- He breaks

holding, for more than two years §§, the tribute ftipulated to be an- ,7^2"'^°

nually paid to the Nabob, had broken the treaty of 1762, to which
TliePrcfiden-

the Company were guarantees. 1 hat the Company were bound, by cy bound to

aflifl the Na*
that treaty, which they themfelves had made, to aflift the Nabob bob.

againft the Rajah
|J1|.

That, though the Rajah, as a tributary to the

Carnatic, was in juftice bound to furnifh his quota of men and mo-

ney, towards the general defence, he refufed both, and afTifted the

enemy. That the Prefidency of Fort St. George, by the exprefs

orders of their fuperiors, were obliged to give their afTiftance to the

Nabob, in preferving the peace of the Carnatic, as well as the rights

and dignity of his government *. That the dangerous intrigues,

preparations, and even hoftilities of the Rajah had broken that peace

of which they were the guardians f. That their duty to their fupe-
^^^^ ^^^

riors, their engagements to the Nabob, and even felf-prefervation J,
<^of«d to take

forced them to take the field §. That, when a war was once com-

menced, they could only appear, as they themfelves uniformly ac- Butasauxili-

knowledged, in the light of allies, auxiliaries or mercenaries. That,
"'^'""

in none of thofe characters, they polTeffed, or pretended to poflefs,

any right to what might he obtained by vidory, except the plunder ,0 ihecon'-

of places taken by ftorm
|i.

That, as Tanjore was a part of the
*^"*'*'

Carnatic, as being tributary to that province, the keeping pofTeflion

of that place, when reduced, or th5 giving it to any other, than

4. Roui's Appendix, No. XX\ II. p. luy.
ii||

Treaty Jated Sept. 2cth, 1762.

•• IbiJ. p. 1110. • Letter of March 17th, 1769.

t^Ibid. t P. 19+. 19;'

X\ Ibid. No. XXIV. X Rous's Appendix, No. XXVII. p. 1118. ,

§§ Ibid. No. XXV. p. (339. Mr. Du Pre's § Ibid, p^ 1117 & paffim. ^
Apfcndix, paffim. !l

Ibid.

3
'"
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VIll.

To difpofc of

it an infnnge-

tnent of the

treaty of Pa-

Reafoir.

The Compa-
ny, for feiz~

ing Tanjore,

punifhablc by

law.

Contrart be-

tween the Na-
bob and Ra-
jah.

its lord paramount, the Nabob, would have beea, in the Company,

a diie£t infringement of the treaty of Paris, which guaranteed Ma-

hommed Ali, in the entire and cxclufive pofleflion of the whole

country *[]. That, granting Tanjore had not been a part of the Car-

natic, a pofition which wc deny, it became a part of that country,

when it was conquered by the arms of the Nabob, in a ncceflary,

regular, and folemn war. That, as foon as it became a part of the

Carnatic, by conqueft, which is the leafl; difputable of all rights, it

immediately fell under the fecurity of the treaty of Paris. That

nothing but another conqueft, or a voluntary ccfTion of Tanjore, by

the Nabob himfelf, could alienate it from that prince. That the

Company, by taking pofleflion of it, by keeping it for ihemfelves, or

transferring its revenue and government to another, not only in-

fringed the guarantee of the ftate, but committed an adl of private

injuftice, if not robbery, which ought to be, and perhaps is, puniflr-

able by the laws of their country 4-. That, by reftoring Tanjore to

the Rajah, or, what in fadt is the cafe, their feizing it for themfelves,

they broke a folemn con trad, concluded with the Nabob, under the

faith of their own fcal *.

The merits of the cafe being ftated, it may not be Improper, to

contraft the charaders of the perfons, principally concerned. The

Nabob of Arcot pofl^eflfes the acknowledged and lawful fove-

reignty of the whole Carnatic, by the fundamental laws of the Mo-

gul empire, and by the regular and legal phirmans of all the fuccef-

five emperors, who have fwaycd the fceptre of Delhi, for thirty years.

Tulja-ji is defcended of an illegitimate branch of the family of a

Maratta adventurer, who wreftcd Tanjore, a part of the Carnatic,

by treachery, from the hereditary Naig, who was himfelf a vaflal to

•I Vide iith article of the Trcity of Paris, boH paid to ihcir army, as mercenaries, a gift

Ftb, \~(>l- of fevcn hcks (f p.igodas (280,000!.), bcfidcs

4 P. 195 & p.iflim. the enormous cxpences of the expedition.

• Under the faith of thii contraft, the Na-

thc
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the Mogul. Mahommed Ali has adhered, without deviation, for chap.
more than thirty years, to the Engllili intereft, and the Engliih '

—

-r--^
caufe. The father of the Rajah, and after him the prefcnt Rajah, of ihe firii io

were, during that period, uniformly treacherous, and often hoftile ''''=';"S'''''-

_

" U: worm
to their fuperior, and always faithlefs to his allies. The Nabob, treachery of

,/-,,- , .,-.,. _ the fccond.
behdes his other expences in defendnig the Carnalic, aeaiaft the t^. . „* "-' ' o 1 Pe hrlt p.iys

enemies of the Englifh, as well as his own, had paid, from the year a^'^zii- fums
^ - to til.- Com-

1750 to the end of 1773, •7.9^4.916 pagodas, a fiim exceeding pany.

SEVEN MILLIONS STERLING, into the Companv's Cafll +. The Tnefeccnd
^ "

' pavs r.Lt even

Rajah, whofe territories lay in the heart of the Carnatic, inftead of his quota.

furnifhing his proportion of the general expence of defence, affifted

the enemies of the country, with money and provifions. The Na- Treonekeeps

, , , . , ~ - . to his en-
bob deviated, on no occafion, from his engagements to the Com- gagements.

pany. Tulja-ji broke their treaties, difregarded their guarantee, and bieLTuea-

infulted their principal fervants. The Nabob is not lefs different in ''"•

his private charader, than in his public behaviour, from the new fa- faae?of the

vourite, whom the Court of Direftors have preferred to an old friend. Nabob.

Mahommed Ali was not only dutiful to his father, but afFedionate

to brothers, who had rebelled againfl; his government
; yet, whom

he not only pardoned, but flill maintains, together with their fami-

lies, at an expence, fuitable to their dignity. Tulja-ji was fufpeded Jhnof Tul-

of having murdered his father; and he adually cut off, upon his

acceffion, as has been already related, almofl all his relations. The tuous"^

firft is virtuous in his private life, juft and dignified in his public

condud. The fecond is addided to almoft every vice, that depraves ^^^ ^<:<^ond.

•' ' VICIOUS in ex-

and difgraces human nature ; and his public tranfadions have been "«'"^'

uniformly marked with treachery and folly.

The chain of fads, with the arguments, which naturally arofe cbfervatlon.

from thofe fads, contained in the preceding pages, and founded

•f-
"The morey, which I have paid into the " The rest is well icnown toothers now in

" Company's calh, fince the year 1750, amounts " England." Nabob to Sir Robert Hatland,

" to 17,984,916 pagodas (7,193,966 I. 8 s.)— Jan. ijih, 1774.

K k chiefly
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C H A P. chiefly on the authority of the papers publlfiied by the Direcflors, in

»>-—

^

' their avjxx defence, may be thought i'ufficient to decide the judgment of

/, narrativeof the pubUc. But the Carrying forward a concife narrative of tranfac-

tranfaaions, tions to the rcftoration of Tanjorc, may not be difagrceahle to fome

readers. In the year 1772, the mihnanagements of the Company

abroad, but chiefly their pecuniary diftrefles at home, reached the

ears of the nation, and rouzcd, in fome degree, the atl:ention of

Obfcrvations jrovernment. The matter, when fet afloat in parliament, was tofled
on parlianien- ° '

ia.yeii4uifics. and tumbled, with all that vehemence and indecifion, which are the

charadtcriftics of numerous aflemblies. A fubje»5t rude and without

form, extenfive in itfelf, and rendered ftill more intricate and per-

plexed, by thofe who dreaded an enquiry, was not likely to receive

much light or benefit, from the defuhory examination of men averfe

to application and labour. Committees were appointed to interrogate

witnefl^es, and to examine records. Much time was loft, but little

^cTMiuion of
information gained A bill was, at length, introduced and pafled,

InduafFairs.
YV'hicli was fo much amended in its progrefs, that it fell fhort of its

objedt. A change made in the government of Bengal rendered that

opulent province lefs fubje^fl than formerly to the controul of the

The Coat Court of Direftors. But the Icfs fortunate coaft: of Coromandcl was

theDiredors. Icft ^s a field for the exercife of their talents, and the exertion of

their authority.

A permanency The principal difcovcry made by the Committees, who examined
given to the - . .

,

niimbetsof the affairs of India, was, in all appearance, conveyed to them, by

fome members of the Court of Diredtors, who were difpleafcd, at

the fliort duration of their own power. They reprefented, that the

mifmanagements abroad arofe chiefly, from that difregard to the or-

ders fcnt from home, which had been naturally encouraged, by tiiol'c

fludluations in men and opinions, which had fprung from a frequent

choice of Diredlors. T o give permanency to the power of Directors,

was the only way to fecure the obedience of Prefidencies. This fug-

gelUon was feized with eagcrnefs, by men averfe to the labour of an

4 annual

that court,
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annual exertion of influence. Vainly Imagining that gratitude was CHAP,

a ftronger pafTion than fear, they hoped to gain by a favour, perfons v__—v—-^

whom that very favour placed beyond their controul. The perma-

nency {o much recommended and requefted was accordingly given

tO the Court of Diredors; but, inftead of producing amendment, it which, iniifaJ

ferved to confirm, and perpetuate the old fyftem, with all its errors
p'l'^tTa'tp"^'

and abfurdity. The Court became, at once, independent of Go- ".orandab-
' *

furdity.

vcrnment and the Proprietors. The latter were, in fadl, reduced to q-hg p,oprie.

mere cyphers, though they were ftill amufcd, with the yearly mockery
J^^^ '^''hcr"'^

of voting for fix Directors; who had actually fecured their eleftion,

by an agreement with the eighteen brethren, whom they had left

behind the bar, the year before. Thus the Direftors themfelves, like TheDire^ors

the parliament of Paris, became their own eledtors ; whilft an im-
felves.

provident Government and an ill-ufed Proprietary were left fpeifta-

'tors of meafures, which they could not prevent, and which were too

troublefome to be revcrfed.

The Court feeling their own independence, began to think of the Theythink-of

means of turning it to the beft advantage. The law, which had
indep"e^pd,',

«

rendered them perpetual didtators, had unluckily deprived them of t'^ advantage.

Bengal, their befl: and mod; defireable province. On the Coaft, fome

advantages and much refentment ftill remained. A conqueft had Tarjore pro-

, , f 1 1 1 r • I- milt" ih.;t ad-
been made or an opulent province, under the auipices or a governor, vama'.e.

who, having come by accident to the chair, had not, perhaps, of-

fered the cuftomary iVflz/r, to his fu^-eriors. Mahommed Ali, though

pcrfecuted by fervants, had not yet felt the heavy hand of the maf-

ters, to correft him, for his defeflion to the ftate. The ftate, with Kabobdeli-

1 /-I • 1 1
• !• • •

vereJ bv po.

peculiar refpcft to the Company, had delivered the viaim into their vemmc-ir into

hands; but the hurry arifing from a parliamentary enquiry, had hi-

therto prevented the building of the altar, on which the facrifice was ^^' ° They prepare

to be made. A new governor for Madras, to officiate as high-prieft, '" 7'ake a ib-

Cfiixe of the

at the intended ceremony, was ftill to be found ; and as the c/joicc victim.

pieces were to become his perquifites, there were many candidates for

the oftice.

K k 2 The
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CHAP.
viir.

A new go-

vernor.

Lord Pigot.

An indul-

gence to be

ftiewn 10 the

dead.

Rife of Lord

Pigot.

Tired of a

life of idle-

neO.

Eut has o'hcr

m -tivcs for

yoirg to In-

da.

Moodoo-
Kiiliia '.vti es

a Icltt-r.

HISTORY AND MANAGEMENT OV

The intrigues of Leadenhall-Street are fi-equently too dark to be

traced, and are feldom worth the labour of detedtion. The Court af

Diredors having, by a fmall majority, nominated a governor for Fort

St. George, in the beginning of 1775, their nomination was reverfed

by the Proprietors, by a ftill fmallcr fuperiority of votes. The objedt

of the Company's choice was Lord Pigot, who, before he attained

the rank of an Irilh Baron, had managed the affairs of the Compa-

ny, for fome years, as their Prefident, on the coafl: of Coromandel.

Such parts of the condud of Mr. Pigot, in that ftation, as fuited the

public eye, have been explained, with the Ihidteft impartiality, in

the preceding part of this work. Other things we have chofen to

leave in the fliade, from a refped due to the dead. Befides,

the misfortunes, which attended the latter part of Lord Pigot's life,

though they cannot juftify his meafures, claim an indulgence, againfl:

the feverity of animadverfion. But an undeviating attention tofuch

truths, as are abfolutely neceffary toe.xplain our fubjedt, muftfuper-

fede every other confideration.

Mr. Pigot, having returned to Europe, foon after the conclu-

fion of the laft peace, had fucceffively obtained the rank of a Ba-

ronet and that of a peer of Ireland. Though poffeffed of thofe

honours and an ample fortune. Lord Pigot, after having paffed

twelve years in England, growing fuddenly tired of the vapid plea-

fures of an idle life, refolved to folicit the government of Madras,

and to return to India. More motives, than a love of bufinefs,

probably fuggefted this refolution to his Lord (hip. The treaty of

J 762, which had fettled money-matters between the Nabob of Ar-

cot and his vaffal tlie Pvajah of Tanjore, had been, for various rea-

fons, the favourite meafure of his former government. The vague

reports, concerning the deprivation of the Ilajah, had been con-

firmed to his Lordfliip, by a letter from Moodoo-Kiftna, a Dubafli,

whofe fteady fricndfhij) had remained unimpaired, during an abfence of

5 many
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many years. This faithful DubaOi, having rented lands to a very C H^A p.

confiderable amount from Tulja-ji *, lamented the fall of that ^-^ »

Rajah, with all the fincerity of a grateful tenant. In the warmth

of his zeal, he probably reprefented to his noble friend, the cafe of

" that monarch" in a very different light, from that eftabliOied,

by incontrovertible evidence, in the preceding part of this work.

To his reprefentations of the injuftice of the redudlion of Tan- His^e-iicar-

iore. Moodoo-Kiftna probably added thofe reports of the cruelties of the regions of

the Nabob, which were induftrioufly circulated in the beginning ot

1 7 75, in Leadenhall-Street. It was alleged that Tulja-ji was clofely

confined in a dungeon at Tanjore ; and, at the fame time, that

he was in irons at Trltchinopoly. Though thefe two ftories could
fjf^^l^^

not poffibly be true, they were both believed, by fome tender-hearted
J^^;;^^"'^

Dcrfons in the India-houfe ; if their own allegations deferve any Tritchinopo-
^ _,._.,,. ly at the fame

credit. Some feeling clerks in office dillolved into tears, upon time,

hearing the melancholy tale; and even a few Diredors, at the
f;'dJ;;"^''f„

weeklv feaft in the London Tavern, were obferved to abftain from ^ars.

J Some Direc-

the delicacies of the Company's table, when they heard the fad re- tors abiUm
_ . >i , • from their

verfe of fallen Majesty. Lord Pigot hmifelf, transferring all his food.

friend(hip for Pretaupa, to the unfortunate Tulja-ji, refolved to pafs

immediately to Afia, to fave the life of the devoted Rajah, from l^ZtcX'

the dagger of Mahommed Ali. That hardened prince, it had been pafsinioAua.

found by experience, was capable of any injuflice. Though he had

appointed Lord Pigot his agent in England, much of the falary
^nbobhaJ

innexed to the office remained unpaid. The Nabob, it feems, had ncgieaed to
"'"''-'^^ ' remit a faia-

fheltered himfelf under the trite maxim, " that no reward ought ry.

" to be "iven, where no fervice is performed ;" and had confe-

quently been unpardonablv negligent, in his remittances.

Though a majority of the Court of Directors had voted, for an- His Lord-

other Governor, they were not fo much attached to their former p,!^'.^ .''uKfr

viflory*

• OrigioaL Papers, vol. iii. p. 124.

ehoice.



2J4 HISTORY AND MANAGEMENT Ol'

CHAP, choice, as to carry their refentment to any fieady oppofition to the

\ -V-—' meafures propofed, by the noble Lord recommended, by their con-

ftituents. The party, who had oppofcd the nomination of Mr.

Rumbold, acquired credit and confequently influence, by the dcci-

fion of the Proprietors, in favour of Lord Pigot. The event of the

contcfl: brought to the latter all the advantages, derived from viilo-

A new light j-y^ Anew light fell upon the India-houfe, which laid open at
falls on the •'

. ,.

India-houfe. one view, to the Diredors, all their own negligences and the errors

An India 20- of their predeceflbrs. The obtainins; or enjoying a government in
vernment, ^

_
"^ j j o o

without a India, without the fplendour of fome great revolution, was an ob-
reVolutiori

contemptible, jeft beneath the dignity of a noble pcrfon, who had already made a

diftinguhhed figure, in the affairs of the Eaft. The example of

another Lord, who had new-modelled the tenure of the Company in

Bengal, was an induccm.ent to emulation, though not an obje£l of

Gratitude to
jealoufy. The diftrefs of Tulia-ii, and the merits of his father,

the Rajah. J / j j
^

brought the fofter feelings of pity and gratitude to the aid of the

more fturdy pafTion of ambition.

Refentment The Nabob of Arcot, though he had uniformly fulfilled his engage-

to the Na- ments to the Company, had, in his attention to friends in the Eaft,

negleded thofe in the Weft. He had befides, beenfuiliciently hardy

to have appealed to a Government, who had fuffered a fignal defeat,

in the conteft, which had given a new governor to Fort St. George.

His lor'- Thefe rcafons, combining themfelves with the wiHies of a luccefs-

niip's party
ful oppofition in the India-Houfc, left Lord Pigot and his party the

arbiters cftlie • '
. .

fue of the arbiters of the fate of the Carnatic. Orders and inftrudions were
Canii'ic.

framed, lefs confiftcnt with the former condud of the Dlredors, than

fuitable to their prefent views. Thefe views v^^cre lo powerful, in

their effed, that, in the purfuit of them, all regard to matter of fad,

ZralbcRct^ ^^ ^yj.]) ^g jq iufticc, was Overlooked. The orders of the Court of
abfurdityand '

prefumpti^n. Dircdors, for removing Mr. Wynch and appointing Lord Pigot. to-

gether
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CHAP.
gether with the comraiffion to the latter, we may fafely affinn, are ^

J^ a

not to be paralleled, in the records of any body of men vefted with v—^^-^

authority. Ignorance, which by itfelf only merits contempt, af-
^^-;;.^\^Z'y

fumes, in thofe papers, a prefumptuous form, which might juRlfy -^i---^

indignation, were the authors worthy of a paffion of any dignity, indignnion.

In etcry fentence, nay in every line, the Diredors not only contra- Direao„

did matter of fad, but fly in the face of their own records, with a f^«.-d^;hj

total want of caution, which is liable to detedion, and confcquenlly

niuft meet with difgrace, and ought to fuffer puniHiment. The fads,

which we have eftabliaied, by incontrovertible evidence, in the preced-

ing pages, are diametrically oppofite to all the allegations contained

^
in the orders of April the 12th 1775- If the Diredors will chufe to l'^^'^^

deny this truth, they muft own, that they have impoied spurious ^--^^

RECOR Ds on the world, in the volumes, which they have publinied in

their own defence.

To purine thefe orders, through all their mazes of abfurdity and Orders exa-

ignorance, would be a laborious and undignified talk. We fhall,

however, examine briefly the moft material; though to anlwer ill-

founded allegations, may give them a conlequence. which they do ^_ ^^^_

,,nt AA'evve " We have been uniform in our orders," fay the Di- ,encied uni-

il*J>- '^"-"-' *''•
.

,
tormit}' ita:cd.

redorsof 1775, " prohibiting our fervants from extending the ter-

" ritories of the Company and the Nabob *.- But the redudion of

Tanjore was not extending the Nabob's territories. That country F^^^^-^

was already in the heart of his dominions, defended by his refources rcaics.

and arms, fubjed, under certain ftipulations, to his government,

liable to fall as a forfeiture into his hands, upon the difobedicnce of

its Rajah, and in every refped a part of the Carnatlc. The true

meaning of former orders, agalnft enlarging territories, was to cii-

cumfcrlbe the extent of country to be defended, and to limit the ex-

pence of defence. The redudion of Tanjore, inflead of Increafing

• Rous's Appendix, No. IX. p. 145- Paragraph 27.

the
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the prefent expence, was providing againfl; a future v/afte. It was

the removing an internal enemy, and the obtaining refources againfl:

foreign invaders. Befides, the treaty of 1762 was fupcrlor, in au-

thority, to any orders from the Court of Direflors, could even thefe

orders be conftrucd to extend to territories, within the limits and go-

vernment of the Carnatic. The Rajah had broke that treaty. The

Company were bound to affift the Nabob. A war was begun, which

terminated in a conquefl:. That conqueft vefted an indefeafible right

to the territory of Tanjore, in the Nabob ; and the Company's or-

ders could not affeft that right, without violating the law of nature

and nations, the guarantee of their fovereign, and the tenure, by

which they held their own fettlements on the coaft.

Direaors «« We can by no means allow," fay the Directors, "that you were
convii5led of a

. .

'

i i r- t^ ,

mifreprefen- " warranted m recurrmg to arms, fo long as the kmg of Tanjore s

fioni their
" vackcel declared hlmfelf ready and willing to fettle affairs *.''

own records, -j^^ Directors allude to the expedition of 177 1, of which they

themfelves had approved in the moft ample and folemn manner
-f*.

They aver, that the Rajah's vackeel was ready and willing to fettle

affairs. But it appears, from the papers which they have publiflied,

in their own defence, " that the Nabob had opened his demand to

" the Tanjore vackeel. But that the vackeel declared, he had no

*• powers to accommodate the matter If." How could the vackeel

have powers, when his maftcr meant nothing lefs, than a reafonable

accommodation § ? The Directors havefince owned in their defence,

thatTulja-ji " ufed delays, procraftinations and evafions, in order to

*' wafle the time, till the fetting in of the rains and the rifing of the

*' monfoon fliould deprive the Nabob and the Englifh of the power

• Rous's Appendix, No. IX. p. 14.6, para- ment, efpccially for his fupportirp; the rights

graph -,1. of llic Nabob of Arcot. Auj;- 177:.

f Vide public thanks 10 Mr. Du Pre for t Rous's Appendix, No. XXII. p. 726.

every part of his condufk, during his govern- § Ibid. p. 718. 72 .

" of
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" of the power of military compiilfion, for the feafon." What are ^
[f^ ''•

we to think of the morality of men, who advance falfehoods for «-„—«—_-/

fads ? what of their knowledge, when they are ignorant of the

very records, which they publiflied in their own defence *!"

The Diredors affirm, in their orders for the reftoration of Tan- They are

jore to the Rajah, that it was, at the requejl of the Nabob and Pre- mifre >rcrenN

taupa Sing, that the Prefidency became guarantees to the treaty of ^^^5°'
"

1762 -{-. But we have already fliewn, that the treaty was forced on ^ ^ ^

the Nabob. That Mr. Pigot framed it without his confent. That '''^ "'^"«'•

he feized the Nabob's chop, and put it, with his own hand, to the

paper \ ; and that even Pretaupa Sing would have been glad to fore-

go the benefit of that treaty, could he have retained the money, ex-

pended in the courfe of the negociation §. The reduction of Tan- They are a-

gain convicl-

jore, fay the intelligent Directors, was " a dired violation of the ed.

*' treaty of 1762, and contrary to our repeated inftrudlions 1|."

The firft is an extraordinary pofition in politics, and worthy of the

wifdom of a body, who difpofe of kingdoms, with the dafh of a

pen. Why are treaties formed, but to be equally binding on the paas, argu-

parties .-' Had not the Rajah broken that treaty, and forced the gua-
J^afJns!"

rantees to take up arms againft him ? Did not a regular and folemn

war commence, which ended in another treaty, in which the former

was not fo much as mentioned ? Does not war, according to the law

of nations and the univerfal confent of mankind, extinguifli all

prior treaties IF ? Can any treaties, eftabliflied before a rupture, re-

cover their former force, without being named, in the agreement,

between the contending parties, which terminates the rupture ?

Would the Diredors hold it forth, as a maxim, that an agreement

• The noted orders of April 12th 1775, X P. 127.

feem to confound together men and things, § P. 128.

feafons and years, treaties and agreements, in ||
Rous's Appendix, No. IX. p. 153.

one confufcd mafs. ^ Ibid. No. XXII. p. 725.

f Rous's Appendix, No. IX. p. 153.

L I between
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^
^'A

^' between a fuperior and his vaflal is binding on the former, and not

'
1/

' on the latter? If neither Pretaupa Sing nor his fon were bound, by

the treaty of 1762, or amenable to animadverfion, for a breach of

it, why was the treaty fent to Tanjore, to be confirmed by the fjgna-

ture and oath of the Rajah ? And if the Rajah was not accountable

for deviating from the treaty, what meaning do the Diredors annex

to the Company's guarantee, who folemnly promifed to aflift the party,

who fliould adhere to the treaty, againftthe party failing to adhere * ?

Direftors
" We have determined," fay the Diredors, " to replace the king

ihemfelixs.
'* "^ Tanjorc on the throne of his ancsftors^ upon certain terms and

" conditions, for the mutual benefit of hlmfelf and the Company,

" without infringing the rights of Mahmud Ally Khan, Nabob of the

Their mock " Camaticf-" This fclf-contradiding paragraph muft be feparatcd,

the°Ra-rh"
°^ ^° ^^ expofed. But how have the Diredtors reftored their mock-

monarch to his throne ? They infift, that he fhall admit a garrifon of

They feize their troops, into his capital ;|. That he fliall affign revenues to the

Company fufficient for the maintenance of the faid troops, and for

providing military ftorcs §. That, '• if the expence of the garrifon

*' fhall exceed the amount of the revenues fo afligned, then the king

RepaThis «< pf Xanjorc (hall make good the deficiency ||." That all repairs of

expence, yet fortifications fliall be conducted, bv the Company's engineer, at the
feize them '

.

r / b '

iorthcmfcl'vis. ki/ig^s cxpcnce. That no treaty with foreign powers fliall be con-

Thcy ftrip eluded by the (v'mp-, without the concurrence of the Company ^T.
their monarch ^ <j i ^

of all his pre- That the number of native guards, neceffary for fupporting the

i>\cniTY 0/ his Majesty's government, fliall be fixed by the Go-

guards, vernor and Council of Fort St. George, and not exceeded nor aug-

mented, by the /^/V/^, on any account or pretence whatever**. Such

is the manner, in which the Eaft India Company reftore a king " to

• Vide Treaty Sept. 20'.h, 1762;
(|

IbiJ.

+ Orders, pa-. 5. No. IX. p- 15^. f Ibid. p. 155.

I Ibid. •• IbiJ.

S ibia.

« the
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** the throne of his anceftors !'' They place a military force in his chap.
capital, make an indefinite demand on his revenues, preclude him t_ —

,

- _.<

from the prerogative of every Sovereign, to make any treaty, and

limit the number of guards for his perfon : yet thefe very men de- ^'"^^ '""'^'-

•' "no dimini-

clare, in the fame page j:,
" that no diminution of his authority is notion of his

intended by them!" The divifion of Poland, which lately aftonlihed

Europe, was not half fo barefaced a perverfion of the eftabliilicd

laws of nature and nations, as the pretended reftoration, made by a

trading fociety, under the eye of a ftate of which they arefubjefls.

The Diredors, in the paragraph juft cited, fay, " That they had

" determined to replace the King of Taniore on the throne of his ^''"s^ ^^
'^

_

•'
rights of the

*' anceftors, without infringing the rights of Mahraud Ally Khan, Nabob.-

*' Nabob of the Carnatic.'' How often muft we repeat fadts, to

convi(f!t fuch men of ignorance, or wilful deception ! It has been

proved, by the moft inconteftible evidence, that neither the Rajah, "^^^y ^'^
* ' •' again con-

nor his anceftors, poflefled the title, rights, or independence of roy- vifted, by__,,_-_, ., matter of fafl.

alty. That the nrll or the race was a Maratta plunderer,

who feized Tanjore, by perfidy, about eighty years ago, and ex-

pelled the hereditary Naig. That Tanjore, before it was feized by

that Maratta, was fubjed to the Mogul empire. That the Nabob of

the Carnatic, in vindication of the right of his Sovereign to Tan-

jore, reduced the fon of the Maratta to a total dependence on the

Nabobflup of Arcot. That the tribute of Tanjore was fettled at the

annual fum of thirty lacks of rupees ; and that the Naig of that

country was fo far from arrogating to himfelf the appellation of

King, that he, for the firft time, received the title of Rajah, from

his Sovereign, the Mogul *.

" Without infringing the rights of Mahmud Ally !
+" This ora- Thiir omcu-

cular order is worthy of the enlightened Divan of Leadenhall-flreet.

It reminds us of the anfwer of a late great ftatefman, who, when

t Rous's Appendix, No. IX. p. i ;4. 60, 61, 62.

• Vide paflim. tliap. iii. p. 56, 57, 58, 5;, f Rous's Appendix, No. IX. p. 154.

L 1 2 confulted-
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CHAP, confulted by his Sovereign, on a perilous occafion, recommended

._ -,- ._> " vigorous meafures with moderation." There is a degree of

n.aki^n"'\'fe- ridiculc in making any ferious reply to nonfenfe ; but an adherence

riousicpiyto
^ ^^^ maxim, would leave the Court of Eaft India Diredtors un-

nonfenfe.

Thcyarecon- anfwered in all their late literary compofitions. Were not the rig^its

fr'ir,gin° the" ofMahommcd All infringed, by depriving him of a country, which

Hght!!"" f^ll under his government, by a regular conqucft, in a folemn, juil

and neceflary war ? Was not Tanjore a province of the Mogul em-

pire, depending and paying tribute to the Nabob of the Carnatici

long before the Company extended their views beyond the fands of

Recapiiula- Madras ? Was not the Rajah often punilhed, and fometimes deprived,
lion of their r i

•
i n- i

infringe- when he failed in the performance or his duty, as a valial to the

thJrown™ Nabob of the Carnatic ? Did not the Company themfelves, in the

'"*"^ '
treaty of 17^2, acknowledge, in the moft folemn manner, the an-

cient dependence of Tanjore on the Carnatic, whilft they fettled the

amount of the future tribute ? Did that treaty comprehend any thing

relative to Tanjore, except the mere adjuftment of accounts and the

fettlement of the pciflicufh, to be annually paid by the Rajah ? Did

it preclude, or even mention, the acknowledged and undoubted coti'

Jlitutional rights of the Carnatic, to the Rajah's affiftance, in time of

war ? Did the Rajah give that afTiftance? On the contrary, did he not

aid the enemy of the Carnatic and Englifli with money and provi-

lions? Was not a former Court of Directors fo fcnfible of the Ra-

jah's having broken every tie, which bound him to his fuperior,

that they fcnt pofitive orders, the 17th of March, 1769, to bring

him to a fevere account for his condudl; and to aflift the Nabob

againfl him, in a manner fuitable to the juflice of his claims, and the

dignity of his government ?

Rrcapiiula- Did the Rajah of Tanjore adhere to the treaty of 1762, of which

records of the the Company were the pledged guarantees? Did he not, for two

wiuinucd. years, prior to the expedition of J 7 71, with-hold the ftipulatcd

2 tribute ?
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tribute ? Did he not kindle a war, in the heart of the Carnatic, by CHAP.
VIII.

invading its vaflals and dependents? Did he pay any attention to the .
_•

friendly interference of the Prefidency, to prevent a rupture be-

tween him and the Nabob ? On the contrary, did he not difregard

the guarantee of the Company ; and force their fervants, from felf-

prefervation, as well as in fupport of the rights of the Nabob, to

take the field? Did he not make treaties with foreign powers, fend

bribes to foreign ftates, to invade the territories of his fuperior, after

a folemn treaty had been fettled between him and the Nabob ? Did

he not form connexions with other European Companies, alienate

to them a part of his country, and receive their aid, to fupport him

agaihfl his fuperior, and the Englifli Company ? Was not a fecond

expedition undertaken againft his capital, in which the Company's

troops were declared, by the Prefidency, to be only auxiliaries ? Did

not the Prefidency of Fort St. George, under the feal of the Com-

pany, enter into an eventual agreement, that Tanjore fhould re-

main in the hands of the Nabob, in cafe of conqueft ? Did not that

conqueft take place, and give the Nabob, as principal in the war,

a decifive and inconteftible title to Tanjore ?

Did not the Nabob fulfil all his ftipulations, relative to Tanjore, .^iie Wack
* J ' catalogue of

with the Prefidency ? Did he not defray the whole expences of the their afls of

r 1 • • 1 II r injudice fur-

expedition, pay the captors for then- right to the plunder of the ther conti-

place, advance feven lacks of pagodas, as a prefent to the army ?

Did he not, upon the redudion of Tanjore, pay all the Rajah's

debts to the Englifh and others ? Did he not redeem thofe diftrids

of the province of Tanjore, which the Rajah had alienated, fold or

mortgaged to the Dutch at Nagore, to the Danes near Tranquebar,

and to the French, round their fettlement at Carical ? Did he not

enter into regular treaties with thofe three nations, under the fanc-

tion of the Plenipotentiary of the King of Great Britain, and the

Reprefentatives of the Eafl India Company at Madras ? Was not the

Nabob
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c H A P. Nabob obliged to borrow money, to dlfcharge all thofe engagements,
Villi

. »— -v-—-^ from the inhabitants of Madras, and the country bankers, or fou-

cars ? Was not the country of Tanjore the Nabob's right, by a kind

of purchafe, as well as by forfeiture and conqueft ? Have not the

Company, though only auxiliaries, or railher mercenaries in the war,

deprived the principal in that war of his conqueft, in breach of

every law, which binds public focieties ? And do a fet of Diredors

prefume to affirm, in the face of the world, that they have reftored

Tanjore, " without infringing the rights of Mahommed Ali ?''

Their bare- Thg manner in which this flagrant injuftice was committed, was
faced con-

duft. fcarcely lels barefaced, than the prefumption of defending fuch a

a breach of the faith of treaties, before an infulted Public. We have

already Ihevvn, that the Court of Diredors, after having the mofl

full and regular information of the motives, which induced the Pre-

Theyapprove fijencv to affift the Nabob againfl; the Rajah in 177 1, approved of
ofiheexpcdi- •' °

tionofi77i; that meafure, in the moft ample manner*. That the fame Court

and by their had received, on the 26th of March, 1774 -f-,
three weeks before

fiience ap-
, .

prove of that the latter (hips of the feafon failed, intelligence of the taking of
'^^ ' Tanjore, with the whole materials relative to the expedition; but

that they remained totally filcnt. That, in the courfe of thefummer

1774, they received feveral difpatches relative to the fame fubjed,

and the fubfequent meafures, which arofe from the fame tranfadion.

That during the winter of 17741 and for more than two months of

1775, they obferved the fame myfterious filence, which fcemed to

Meafures re- imply a thorough approbation, at Icaft a tacit confent. The truth is,

^orTol\c\i^iy the refolution relative to the reftoration of Tanjore, originated in the
i^ed caiiy in

appointment of Lord Pigot to the government of Madras. Though the

reftoration was the principal motive, which induced his Lordfhip to

brave the dangers of a long voyage, and the difeafes of a hot cli-

• Mr. Da Prc's Vindicaiicn, lad page. 1364. 1366.

"1 Roui's Appendix, No. XXVIJ. p. 1361.

mate.
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mute, at an advanced period of life, the meafure was fo strong, chap.

that he proceeded with extreme caution. Having opened his mind <—-v »

-^ , . . . Cautious r'e*

to the Chairman and Deputy-chairman, men of diftinguiflied Public vciopement

Virtue, he awakened the feelings of humanity, for decayed furt.'^""""

Majfsty, in their fympathelic bofoms. But, notwithftanding this

thaw in the breafts of the two leaders, it was flill feared, that feme

more hardened Directors, would revolt at an abfolute reftoration.

It was, therefore, only propofed, at firft, to intercede with the Na- They firft

' ' *
_

propofe to

bob, for the afTignment of a proper allowance, for the maintenance inttrcaievinii

of the Rajah, and a guard for the fecurity of his perfon.

Had his Lordfhip,and his two tender-hearted profelytes, flopped here, Obfervction.

who would not approve, who would not applaud the meafure ? The Nabob alwa;

a

•kt 1 1 1 I 1 1 n'li • Ml- T 1 •
willing togive

Nabob has always been, he ilill continues, willing to grant a Jaghire, a a handfome

place of refidence to the Rajah, an allowance for a guard to protc£l his
tj VuljTi^'

perfon, or to gratify his vanity. When the country wasinthepofi'effion

ofhisfuperior,Tulja-jiwasnot only treated with humanity, but with an His humjnUy

almoft unbounded gencrofity, which was denied nothing but the power wiien in his

'

of doing harm. He remained within his palace, which was furround-
"•^'"''•

ed witii gardens of pleafure, more than a mile in circumference, with

his family, women, relations, and friends. Not a perfon belonging

to the Nabob ever entered the gates, not one belonging to the Rajah

was ever refufed admittance. The foldiers, who mounted guard who pr.cid

without, were inftru£led to behave themfelves as his fervants ; with- feii;'™y,'"

in there was a perpetual fcene of feftivity and joy, dancing, piping,

and every demonftratlon of happinefs. No fums were refufed to ad-

minifter to the pleafures of the Rajah, none to fatisfy his moft ex-

travagant follies. Freed from the weight of a government, which

had been too heavy for the weak fhoulders of a man devoted to vice and in intcm^

and debauchery, he rcfigned himfelf to thofe intemperate pleafures, fuVcT
^'"*

v;hich had been difturbed before by his- ungovernable ambition and

unbridled

6.
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CHAP.
VIII.

His (late and

dignity prc-

fervcd.

He lives with

his family.

He is ftnfible

of his happi-

nefs.

unbridled folly *. " His ftate and dignity are inviolably preferved,"

fays the Nabob to Sir Robert Harland f,
" he is, in his own palace»

" among his women and his family ; he drinks and wears what he

" pleafes ; his donations to Fackeers are furniflied, as ufual : he

" feems fenfible of his happinefs ; and both the Rajah and his mo-

" ther have written to me very thankful letters on the fiibjedl J."

But

* All tl^efe particulars are well known, and,

ifneccfliiry, will be attel'.cd, by feveral EngliOi

gentlemen, who refided at the time in Tanjorc.

f Letter, January 15, 1 774.

t Ibid.

ExtraiH of a Letter from the Nabob to Sir Ro-

bert Harluid,'Jatt. 15, 1774.

" Ever fince that time (the capture of Tan-
'' jore), I have treated the Rajah and his fa-

" mily, with every mark of refpcft and at-

" tcntion. His ilate and dignity have been

" inviolably prelerved. He lives in his own
" palace, amongll his women, and in the

" midll of his fjmily. He drinks and wears

" what he pleafes ; even his donations to Fac*

" keers arc furniHied as ufual. He feems fen-

" fible of his happinefs ; and both the Rajah

»' and his mother have written to me, very

" thankful arzdalhts on the fubjefl. In fliort,

" he finds r.o alteration in his prefent fituation,

" from what it ufed to be."'

'I'ravjlation 0/ an Arv.dajht from the Mother of

the Rcijah of Tanjore, recei'ved I g/A Rajibb

1 1 87 Htgira, or -jth Oilober 1773.

Although your Highnefs has, from the be-

ginning, (liewed kindnefs to tlie Rajah; yet,

without the lead forethought, he his given ear

to the advice of fome fervants, and has failed to

aft conformably to your Highncfs's picafure,

and fo has become guilty of a great fault ; hence

his affairs were thrown into confufion, and he

row labours under bad conltqucnces. At

length your Highnefs flicwed favour to us by

fending a letter to M.idaur ul Mu'k BahauJre,

who explained the whole contents to us, word

by woid, wherein you were pkafed to fijinify

) our kindnefs and regard in granting protcftion

to us. 1 want words to cxprefs the fcnic oi

my gratitude. Be p'eafed to continue to us

that fiiendiliip you was (o good to llicw us for-

merly. We iTiall rely henceforth on your

Highnefs for fupport. I confign my fon to

your Highnefs ; my honour is in your High-

ncfs's hands; grant us your proteflion.

TranJIation ofan Ar^ojht faint Tclagazee, re-

ceiued tgth Rajibb 1 1C.7 Hegira, or -jth Oc-

tober 1773.

Your Highnefs has, from the beginning

fliewed kindnefs towards me, and on my part,

as a means to increafe your favour, I was hear-

tily difpofed to aft agrce.ibl}' to your pleafure,

but fome of my fervants, by many fpecious rea-

fons to which I gave ear, prevailed upon me to

aft in a different manner, and fo became guilty

of a great fault, the confequcnces of wliich I

now feel. Your Highnefs, in confiJeration of

the fticnddiip which fubfiftcd between you and
the dectafcd Maha Rajah, has been pleafed to

pardon my fault, and to fend a letter to Nabob
Madaur ul Mulk Bahaudcr, the contents of
which he explained to me word by word, in

which letter you have been pleafed to fignify

very particularly your intention to pioteft me at

all events, which did me great honour. It is

now my rcfolution to aft in every refpeft con-
formably to ycur Highnefs's pleafure, that I

may merit an increafe of your favour from you
day by day ; your Highnefs is more dear to me
in my cftecm than the dcccafcd Maha Rajah

was, for your Highnefs has manifcllcd a greater

dcgiee of kindnefs than he ever did. When
children are in fault, their parents (hould for-

give them, and reftore them 10 favour; my ho-

nour, and every thing that is dear to me are in

your Highncfs's hands.

Iratflation
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But no eftablifhment, nojaghire, no guards could enable Tulja-ji ^ ha p.

to gratify the humanity of old friends, or to gain the favour of < ,——

»

new. Befides the paltry fum of 400,000!. promifed as a prefent by miie will f.-

the Nabob, was too fmall an acknowledgment to the Honourable ,efiors.

Company, whofe troops had ferved him as auxiliaries in the reduc- ^1,^;, reafons

tion of Tanjore. The Prefidency, with a negligence not to be par- »''^'S^'

doned, had relinquifhed the conqueft to the principal in the war.

The troops had received prize-money to a large amount, the civil

fervants had not probably been Jinconcerned fpedators of the fcene .

but their worthy mafters at home, had been entirely forgot. The
fecurity, which the removal of an opulent enemy from the heart of

the Carnatic, was likely to procure for that country, would render

the COAST an unprofitable field, for the exertion of the talents of

the friends and relations of the Diredors. Trade had been long

dead ; and fhould emulation and war between princes, be alfo de-

ftroyed, writers and even governors might quit their pofts. The

Carnatic was the only fpot left by the legiflature to the management

of the leaders of the Company; and as the foil is poor, it mud
be cultivated^ to yield any thing of a good harveft. An irritated

TranJlatioH of a Letter from Mahommed Nagf mother, his father's other widow, his own two

CaivM, dated if Jummaudalouvjell 11H9 wives, his younger brother, his daughier and

Hegira, recei-ved on the \th. his fon, were all in good health and fpiritf, be-

I have received the favour ofyour Highnefs's fides his relations, flaves both men and women,
gracious letter dated the zgth Rabbafaiiney, and his attendants, who are in hcufe, are all

wherein your Highnefs is plcafed to mention, very well. Of all tiie peo. le who have been

that your enemies report that the R?jah Tul- from the beginning in ihc Rajah's houfe, theic

jagee and his wife killed themfelves ; and that has but one died, who was a relation, and

I (hould particularly inform your Highnefs of above eighty years old ; he was carried off four

the prefent fituation of the Rajah, and all his or five months ago, by a tedious ficknefs. This

family. I informed your Highnefs of at the time it hap-

I am adonilhed at what your Highnefs men- pened; all the other people are in good health

tions. This ftory was made by people who and fpirits, and Tuljigce often exprcflts his

wanted fomething to talk about, and dilturbers thanks to your Highnefs, and his fatisfaftion in

invent liesj no fuch thing has happened in the his mannerof living. TheCircar peoplewhoate

Rajah's family fince the redufkion of Tanjore, at his gates, afl entirely as his fervants, except

to give rife to any fuch report as dillurbers have in taking care of the gates according to my
propagated : however, by the bleffing of God order.

and your Highnefs's favour, the Rajah, bis

M m Nabob,
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CHAP. Nabob, and a reftored monarch, had a chance of creating an "audlon

for favour, which might be turned to a good account. Befides, it was

but equitable, at any rate, that as the State had got a Nabob on the

Coaft, the Company fhould have a King to keep up " the balatice

of power *."

Thefe

• It has been obferved in a late publication,

that if inlerefled views had influenced the late

proceedings relative to Tanjoie, the obvious

arrangement would have been to fupport the

Nabob, who had made large ofFers, public

as well as private, and not the Rajah who was

a mere prifoner ftript of every refource, and

confequently could have no favours to confer.

A Tee examination of meafures, and not a

dlfieftion of patty-mifreprefentations, has been

the objeft of cur difcuffion. There might be

an indelicacy, perhaps, in any illufions to a

corrupt influence, when it points to individuals.

But when a public body, fuch as the India

Company, afls with fo much fceming incon-

fiflency and injuftice, as to leave no explana-

tion of their conduft but upon grounds of un-

fair influence, the charge may be brought with

more freedom, as being attended wich pre-

fumptions to eflab!ifh itfelf. The mifcon-

duft of individuals may fomctimes be c.\cufed,

as proceeding more from error than dcfign.

But the fame indulgence cannot be allowed to

large focieties of men ; whofe m-.afures, from

the greater variety of opinions upon uhich

they are formed, mull be confidcred as the re-

fult of a more poifed a;id deliberate refolu-

tion.

To determine more clearly on the merits

of the Court of Directors in this bufinefs, it is

neceflary to ftate a few fails, relative to the re-

fpeflive fituations of the Nabob and the Rjjah

at the time of transferring Tanjore to the

latter.

id. The Nabob has declared, and the de-

claration is Icnovvn to be true, that, upon the

reduftion of Tanjore, he paid all the Rajah's

debts to the Englifh and others ; and that he

icdeemed thofc didrifls of country, which the

Rajah had fold or mortgaged to the Dutch*

He, in the fame manner, fetiled wilh the.

Danes about their pofllflions at Tranquebar, ^»

likewife with the French about their fcttle-

ments of Carical. Thefe are fafls which can-

not be controverted ; and regular treaties, -un^

der the fanif\ion of the Company, and that of*

the Plenipotentiary of Great Britain, were con-

cluded between the Nabob and thofe foreign

powers, on the fubjeft of their refpedtive pof-

feflions in the Tanjore country.

2dly, But the difburfenients of the Nabob,
at that period, were notconfined to thofc pur-

pofes alone. Bifldes the payment of the Ra-
jah's debts, and the redemption of the dillrifts

which had been mortgaged, what was given as

prize-money to the army, as well as the whole

expence of a long campaign, muft be taken

into the account. All thefe together amounted
to an immenfe fum ; and the money was bor-

rowed, by the Nabob, from the inhabitants Of
Madras, and the country bankers cr Soucars, at

a very high rate of intereft.

The advocates of the Rajah have afTerted,

that thele loans were only a political manoeuvre

of the Nabob to get the property of the coun-
try into his own hands.

It is generally more eafy to difptove the af-

ftrtions of paity than to conquer their ob-

ftinacy i for the fame bold pcfition continues

often to be advanced, when there is not even a

colour of probability to fupport it. In the pre-

fent inllancc, this is evidently the cafe. If his

adverfarlcs fptak truth, it was certainly a very

extraordinary kind of policy in the Nabob, to

borrow millions of Pagoda:; at an exorbitant in-

tereft, if there was no occafion for the loan.

It was not certainly by a policy like this, that

he could have amafled the hidden llores, which

he
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Thefe public-fplrited motives, joined to that humane fympathy

for fallen Majesty, which fuch good fubje^s, as the Diredors

have

he has been faid to portefs. But (o far weie conqueft was to become ufeful to himfelf after-

ihe Nabob's finances from being in tlie flouiifli wards.

ingftate reprefented by his enemie?, that, long We are forry to obferve, however, that the

before the Tanjore ordeis arrived, and even very rcvcrfe of that condutl, which would have

before they were thought of in Leacienhall- been obfeived by a conqueror, has taken place

flreet, he was obliged, for want of money, to in the affair of Taiijore. The confequence has

fuhmit to the daily clamours end infu'ts of his been, that the Nabob, who was reduced be-

Madras creditors ; and the whole power of the fore to the utmoll ilate of didrtfs by his cre-

Prefidency was denounced againll him, unlefs citors, was not only deprived of the bell part

he bfligned his country to diicharge their de- of his dominions, but his credit, in railing n\o-

mands. ney upon the part that was left, was utterly

It has been faid, and perhaps not without dellroyed. For who would lend him upon
fome foundation, that the Nabob himfelf once any aflignments upon countries that might be
told a certain India Governor, who was fpeak- wrefted from him, in the fame manner as Tan-
ing of his fecitt wealth, that there was but one jore had been ? On the contrary, the nume-
way of conviicing the Englilh of that matter, rous merchants and Soucars, who attended at

and that he was «a</y, if the Company and their the reftoration of Tanjorc, faw that the only

fsrvants aiprcved of it, to give the Englifti real fecurity in the country was that of the

Parliament that conviaion, which was to lay Rajah, who hid many advantages on his f:de.

before them his receipts and particular dif- He, at that time, had not a (hilling of debt ;

burfements fince his accefiion to the Nabob-

fliip. The cfiicious Governor fcemed ftartled

at fo unexpcOed a reply ; and, for obvious

r-'afons, no doubt, he v^as never heard to fay

any more upon that fubjefl.

Uut to return to the public point in this af-

fi:r. It is certain, when the orders for

the relloration of Tanjore arrived, that the abled the Rajah to anticipate his revenues for

revenues rf the countrj, together with thofe not only the enfuing year, but (orj^ar/ there-

of the Carnatic, were afiigned, by orders after.

and mortgage, to the Nabob's different ere- Thus, on the one hand, do wc fee the old

ditois, and to the Soucars of the country, and faithful ally of the Company, with vvhcni

This is the common manner in which the their prbfpcrity began, and who, (or his fervicc,

princts of India aniicipare their revenue", was guaranteed by the treaty of Paris, ruined

Tliev borrow mon;y, through the Soucars, up- and delcrted by thofe who ought to ha>e fi;p-

ou ::iCgnniencs of the Goiernment rtiare of the ported him, and left without money, credit, or

crop and produce of the ground for the enfuing refource ; and that loo at a time when he was

jear; and it is well known, how cflc(5lual is loaded with a heavy debt of near \four mitlicns

the validity of a Soiicar fecurity to the polFef- ftcling to Englilh fubjeih alone. But this is

fori of tht; bnds. Even a conqueror • never ni.t ali. Infult has been added to misfortune;

attempts to invade or annul it ; as that would and, by an uncommon wantonncis of power,

be deftroyiiig the very medium by which his the Company have further charged that irjureJ

• Sec Ornie upon Soucars.

•J-
Njbob's Tjiijorc dcLis, latily confolidated, are near three millions, at appears by the Company's tccerds.

M in 2 Prince

CHAP.
VIII.

' ,/——

'

The moll ob.

durate Direc-

tors begin to

relent.

and, without being burdened with any of the

expences of royalty, he was inllantly put in

I
oliefTion of Rco.ooo 1. a-year, out of which he

only paid the Company i6o,cool. for their

military charge?. Bclide all this income, the

particular fituation of his country, which fe-

cured it againll the incurfions of an enemy, en-
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The orders

penned by a

ready fcrihe ;

yet a Itgal

number of

fignatures not

obtained.

have always felt, wrought gradually a change in the moft obdurate

Members of the Court. The orders, which we have partly exa-

mined, were penned by a ready fcribe, a clerk in the India-Houfe,

under the infpedion of Lord Pigot. But notwithftanding the

Prince with the pay and maintenance of thofe

very troops whom they had employed in de-

priving him of his dominions. Opprefled and

borne down by fo many calamities, bis Durbar

became a fcene of mifery and dillrefs. His

army, having large arrears due to them, muti-

nied and furrounded his palace. His own life

and the lives of his family were in danger.

And nothing was to be heard, in every quarter,

but the threats of a tumultuous foidiery,

mingled with the clamours of creditors whom

he could not fatisfy, and the cries of fubjefls

whom he could not relieve.

On the other hand, we fee the Rajah, a man,

svho, fo far from having ever rendered any fcr-

vice to this country, has always proved its moft

determined and inveterate enemy ; a man, who

has long enjoyed, in the interior parts of the

Carnatic, a pcrfeft fecurity derived from thofe

wars which have ruined his fuperior, and in

which much of the blood of Britain has been

ihed ; a man, who never had an Englilh gar-

rifon in any of his fort?, who paid not a fhil-

ling towards our expences, and in whofe good

or bad fortune England has not an intereft;

and yet this very man, this Rajah, has been

cherilhed by the Company's favour, exalted by

their power, and now triumphs in the fpoils of

his lawful mailer and fuperior.

Such are the outlines of the meafures which

the Company hjve adopted, and of the confe-

quences which have enfued ; and fucli is a faint

(ketch of the merits and pretenfions of two men

whom they have thought proper to treat in fo

very dilTerent a manner. Can we behold fuch a

linking contrail of char.-iilers and fortunes, vv.tli-

out equal wonder and iclentmcnt ? C:ai we ihjnk

on the authors of fo much und.;reivtd mjullite

on the one hand, and ill-placed favour on the

other, without an cqu il mixture of indignation

and contempt .> Oi can we pofliLly give any

but one reafon for a condud fo diametrically

oppofite to every principle of policy and vir.

tiie ?

But the evil will cure itfelf. The Nibob'i

creditors for fo immenfo a fum, feel their own

diftrefs, and know who are its authors. The

effcfls of their diflrefs extend, with their con-

nexions, to alraoft every corner of Great Bri-

tain. They are entitled to redrefs ; and it is the

opinion of the bell lawyers, that they can force

it from the contrivers and managers of the or-

ders for relloring Tanjore.

From a moment's furvey of the genuine flate

of fafts we have here given, it will be eafy to

determine, en whofe fide remained the power

of procuring an unjuft influence in the Eall,

that of the Nabob or the Rajah. But, if future

proofs are wanted, they may be found, perhaps,

in the zenl and amazing exertions which the

Rajah's 'virlites have been able to create for

him, in referve, in this country : while the

caufe of the Nabob, who has made the fortunes

of thoul'ands, both in his fervice and by his

generofity, has hardly an advocate to (land up

in his defence.

We will not, however, anticipate this fub-

jeft; but hope that juflice will be efFeftu dly

rendered to the Nabob, that his creditors may

be fecurcd ; and even that the Rajah himfelf, in-

ftead of hisprefi;nt mock royalty, may be placed

on fuch an ellab;ifhmi;nt of fecurity, as may be

moft fuited to his real happinefs. [n a word,

we wi(h he may find the deputies of the India

Company, in whofe hands he now is, as faithful

guardians of hi.-, life and honour, as he found

that very N.ibob, agaiiift whom he has been

made to complain, but who, during his power

over him, contrary to the cudom ot the Eaft,

faved not only his life, but left him undillurbed

in his pal.ice, with the moll ample allowaiicea

for his fuppcrt.

ftrength
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ftrength of the argument, the acutenefs of the reafonlng and the ^
^l

^ ''•

eloquence of the didion, they lay a fortnight on the table, before a "^—-v-—-»

legal number of fignatures could be obtained. The fate of a kingdom

hung, at laft, on the point of a moment. Lord Pigot threatened Lord Pigu
threatens to

to refign, Mr. Harrifon was juft retiring to Bath on account of his re'g", and

health, Mr. Wheeler himfelf became indifferent about the promifed to go to Bath.,

feat in the Supreme Council at Bengal. The infectious forrow

fpread itfelf to the very clerks in office. Mr. Wilks ceafed to pore M^- Holt is

upon difpatches and records ; and one folitary tear was obferved to

wander upon the cheek of Mr. Holt. To brighten up the face of

the India-Houfe fome of the oppofing Diredors thought it expedient ^"""^ ^V"'
* ' " ° ' tors again re-

to relent. The orders were accordingly figned on the 12th of !«"'•

April 1775, on the very day of the annual eledion, whea the

Court of Proprietors were met to chufe new Diredors, and had

confequently fufpended the authority of the old.

Such is the hiftory of the reftoration of Tanjore, which is de- Concludfng

,. , • 1 11 1 1 r- 1 1 ,. ,
obfervations,

livered with all due deference to the public, by whofe judgment we
ihall abide. To thofe who may chufe to examine the fubjedl with

attention, it will appear extraordinary, that, amidft all the ufurpa-

tions of the arms of the Company, the only conqueft made by the

orders of the Court of Diredors, is that which they have chofen to

fele£t as an exhibition of their retributive juftice. Not fatisfied with Signal 'vinu*

a common a£t of reparation, that honourable body have refined, tors,

upon what they denominate " public honour." In all the hiftory

of their ravaging wars in India, they could produce but one inftance

in which their Sovereign, both by his plenipotentiary and per-

fonal approbation, had given a fandion to their hoftilities. That

yas the ad which t/jej thought the moft worthy of being ftigma-

tized. The ufual progrefs of the Company, in tlieir military tranf- Ufual pro-

adions, had been to begin as allies, to grow into Duans, to con- ccmpfny*

elude as ufurpers. In the bufinefs of Tanjore their condud has
*^'"^*

5 been
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Their public

•virtue liai! va-

rious opp'jr-

tunilies to

be exercifed.

Their rejl

moti^ei.

been more myfterious, and of courfe lefs fuitable to their common

principles. They began as guarantees, rcmonflrated as advifers,

aided as allies, fought and conquered as auxiliaries. In the courfe

of a few years they affe£led to relent; and with peculiar feeling,

knowledge, and propriety, reftored, as principals, what they

and their fervants had been paid for reducing as mercenaries.

Where was the black chronicle of Indian devaftations when the

Honourable Court began to relent ? Had they, in the hour of

affected fympathy, thrown their eyes on the melancholy hiftory of

the Company's ambition, they might find many acts more worthy

of being redrefl'pd than the reduction of Tanjore ; adls committed by

their fervants, not executed by their own orders. Froth the

banks of the Nirbidda, where the unfortunate Nabob of Broach

commenced his alliance and ruin under their aufpices : from the

Criftna to the mouths of the Ganges, a field fruitful in the silent

change and deftrudion of Rajahs; from the mouths of the Ganges

to its fource, a tra£t marked with the blood and wreck of Nabobs and

Rajahs ; and blackened with the moft horrid treachery to the un*

fortunate Emperor, whofe fervants they profcfs themfelves. In

all that extenfive fcene of defolation, was there no objeifl that called

for redrefs, no Prince worthy of being reftored, but the Rajah of

Tanjore, whom, for his own perfidy, they themfelves had

ordered to be chaftifed ? Perhaps not—where the Company act a

part, death generally clofcs the fcene !

But to do juftice to the Court of Diredors, let it be fuppofcd for a

moment, that all the Nabobs, Rajahs, and Princes, over whofe

dominions the hand of ambitious rapacity has pafied, are ftill alive.

That the Nabob of Broach had an early claim upon the friendlhi^

of .any gentleman, or, if the Diredlors are fond of a title, any

NOB L e:\ian, appointed to the government of Bombay. That fuch

gentleman or- fu\;h -nobleman had received a letter from India,

3 dcfciibiiig
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defcriblng the fituation of the "Nabob ; exprefTmg, at the fame time, ^ H A P.

his remembrance of paft fiwours and afTiirances of future gratitude, v .

—

~t

Let it alfo he fuppofed, that the deprived Rajahs and Zemindars of

the northern Circars had fimilar claims on gentlemen, about to he

fent from Leadenhall-ftreet to be Chiefs in thefe provinces. That

the Jafficrs, the Sings, the Cossims, the Shaw Allums.

along the banks of all the branches of the Ganges, had pretenfions

to the favour and hopes from the fupport of fome old friends

preparing to embark for India as Governors in or near their

refpedlive countries. In fuch an intelligible fituation, who could

doubt the relentings of the leaders among the Diredors, or the

RESl'oRiNG influence of the India-Houfe cabinet? Who could

fufpedt their integrity, or who refufe his applaufe to their public

VIRTUE ?

Should it unfortunately happen, that the restoring Chief, or Relative to

<~. /niii fry II'. II. • Taniore ex-

Governor, lliould throw dilcredit on that public virtue, by his capri- placed.

cious, violent, and arbitrary conduit upon his arrival at the fcene

of adion. That every condition that could be afl^ed, for the in-

tereft of the Company and honour of the nation is rejciftcd. That

no confideration of public inconvenience, none of private diftrefs can

either foften his mind, or fufpend his refolution. That the mofl

ample fecurity and provifion, for the party supposed to be injured,

is rejeded : That nothing but revolution itfelf, with every conco-

mitant influence of terror, csn fatisfy this umpire of the fate of

States and Princes : That, to complete the objed of his miffion, a

fandion, under every denunciation of vengeance, is to be extorted,

under the feal of the party aggrieved. In that cafe, the moft igno-

rant fpedator can underftand the PIECE, and enter into the condud

of the author, the managers, and the adors, in all the liaijon dcs.

fcenes, from the firft idea of the plot to the cataftrophe.

END OF THE FIRST VOLUME.
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POSTSCRIPT.
UPON a ciirfory review of the preceding work, the Author perceives

fome errors in djftion and miftakes in dates. He is lefs folicitous to

correft the firft, than he is to remove the fecond ; as a fcrupulous adherence

to truth has been more his objed: than elegance of language. Some

fafts have been alfo forgot, and one paper was omitted, in the hurry of

printing, which is here fubjoined.

In page 159, Mr. Du Pre is mentioned as Governor of Fort St. George,

when a peace was concluded with Hyder Ali, on the 3d of April 1769.

But Mr. Du Pre was neither in the chair, when the war was ended, nor on

the COAST when it began. Mr. Bourchier was Prefident, during that

period, and to that gentleman properly belongs either the glory or the

cenfure, which the Public may chufe to annex to the Myfore war.

In page 151, there is a miftake relative to Bengalore, which was 7iot

taken, as is there mentioned, by Nizam Ali and the Company's troops.

The Author was led into thefe and, perhaps, fome other immaterial errors,

by the contradidory records of the Company, as well as by the enormous

load of private papers, which lay before him, when he was writing this

volume.

In pages 68, 6g, and 70, the reader is requefted to fupply the narrative

of the war in 1749, againft Tanjore, with the following very material

Letter from Admiral Boscawen, to Anwar-ul-dien, the father of the

prefent Nabob.

Admiral Boscawen to Anwar-ul-dien, Nabob of the

Carnatic, &'c.

TRANSLATION.
"SIR,

*« Q I N C E you have employed your troops in aflifting Governor Morfe
*' at Madras, and fent your fon Mahommcd Ali Cawn, with a Vi'ell

" appointed army, to the afliftance of Governor John Hind, and preferved

N n " Fort
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*' Fort St. David from deftrudtion, and, during the fiege of Pondicherry,

" fupplied the Englifh army with provifions, coolies and all neceflary (lores,

" and fent an army under the command of Abdul Gelleel Cawn -, and your-

" felf encamped with your whole ^rmy near Gingee, by which means you

*' laid the King, the Englifh nation and the Company under the higheft

*' obligations. The Englifh nation, on the part of his Majesty, will

" ever return thofe obligations, by affording your Excellency and your

• family the like afTiftance.

" In gratitude, for thefc favours, it is our duty to render every fervjce to

*' your Excellency. Pertaub Sing* is an usurper of the country c/Tan-
" jORE, and your subject; as Tanjore is dependent on the Carnatic. At
" your requeft we will fend our army with you to reduce Tanjore under

" your government, or if you think proper to appoint Gattcar -j-, de-

" fcended from a good family, to be your reprefentative there. Pertaub

«' Sing has not the Jhadow of right to that country ; and if you will be

" pleafed to make over Devicotah to the Company, they will with grati-

»' tude accept it. I will difpatch two fhips with warlike florcs to that

*' place, and Governor Floyer will difpatch an armament by land."

• Pretaupa Sing.

t Gattica, who wa« murdered in 1764, by Tulja-ji, the prefent Rajah, p. 146.
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