
Plantation Period Houses: New Spatial 
Order, Material Space & Identity
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Plantation Period Houses: New Spatial Order



Social Space: Stairwell



Plantation Period Houses: Genesis

Overt appearances of acceptance of authority  or new social order

IRISH HOUSE

IRISH HOUSE

ENGLISH HOUSE

ENGLISH HOUSE
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Machicolations, Bartizans and Gun loops
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The Bawn wall

POWER, D



Plantation Period Houses: The Bawn wall
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OPW, Kanturk
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Montlong possesses 
fragmentary remains of a stucco 

frieze with swags and small 
female figures. 



Plantation Period Houses: Material Space
& Identity

Identical decorative elements found at two separate house sites in 
County Cork.

The placement and position of these elements within a building is of 
importance when analysing the layout of Plantation Houses. 



Plantation Period Houses: Material Space
& Identity

Traces of partition may be suggestive of a Medieval 
character……….or not see partition type left and below and  

carved detail on fire and door surround – draws the eye?



Plantation Period Houses: Identity
• Semi-elliptical arch, three–centred arch 

& Pointed arch.

• Pilaster & entablature with frieze & 
cornice.

• Some of the ornate details may 
symbolically reinforce, loyalty to the 
New English Order.

• Conflicting identity V Functionality. 

Kanturk: rear door

Kanturk: front door

(function V
theory)



Material Culture

Wiggins, 2000


